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AHHOTauusA. B nanHoil cTatbe aBTOp paccMaTpuBaeT npodiIeMy penaTpualuy aBCTPO-BEHTEPCKUX
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX MTAJIbIHCKONW HAIMOHAJIBHOCTHU, cojepxkaBmmxcs B 1917 roay B jarepe roponaa
KupcanoB TambGoBckoit ryOepHun. Mccnmegyercss nu3MeHEHHE TOJOKEHHUsT BOSHHOIUICHHBIX IO
BO3JCHCTBUEM TOJMTUYECKUX COOBITHM, MpOM3OWIEANHNX Ha (OHE KpYLIEHUs MOHApXUM U
MOCJETYIOIUX PEBOJIIOLMOHHBIX cOObITUH B Poccuu, 4To sBISETCSs MajJOUM3yYE€HHBIM aCHEKTOM
uctopuu llepBoit mupoBoil BoHHBL. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE aBTOP YAEIWI AaruTallOHHO-
MIaTPUOTHYECKOW  AesTenbHOCTH Manopa Kocmbel MaHeppl, Ha3HAYEHHOIO HA4YaJIbHUKOM
KHPCAHOBCKOTO Jareps. ABTOp J€TaJbHO MPOCIEKUBACT €ro BKJIaA B TPAaHCPOPMALUIO JTarepHOTO
IIPOCTPAHCTBA M3 MECTa HW3OJALMM B IIEHTP NMAaTPUOTHYECKOIO BOCIUTAHUS, IJIE€ IPOBOAMINCH
BOCHHbBIE YUEHUs, OTMEUYAINCh HallMOHAJIbHBIE MPA3JHUKN U W3/1aBajlach MIPONAraHucTCKas ra3era.
B pabore aknieHTHpyeTcs BHUMaHHE Ha TOM, YTO aruTallMoHHas padota MaHepsbl cTaia KJII0UueBbIM
(dakTOpoM, TMO3BOJIMBLUIMM YBEIMYUTh YHCICHHOCTh 3aBEpOOBAHHBIX M MOJJAEPKUBATh HX
JIOSUIBHOCTh B YCJIOBUSIX HAapacTaroLIEro Xaoca. ABTOP CUMTAET, YTO HECMOTPS Ha BPEMEHHOE
oOjier4yeHre TIOJIOKEHUsI IUIEHHBIX B Imepuoj, DeBpalbCKOM PEBOJIIOIMH, YIIIyOJISIOIUICS
nonuTudeckuii kpuszuc U OKTAOPbCKHUII NEpPEeBOPOT KOPEHHBIM 00pa3oM YXYALIMIN YCIOBHUS
COJIepKaHUsl BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX, CIIPOBOIMPOBAB IPOJIOBOJIBCTBEHHBIN JePUINT, BPaxkaeOHOCTDH
MECTHOT'O HACEJIECHMsI M1 HEBO3MOYKHOCTh penaTpuanuu dyepe3 ApxaHrenbck. /lenaercs BbIBOA, UTO
9TH HEeraTUBHbIE (DAKTOPHl BBIHYJIWJIM PYKOBOJCTBO CIELUAIBHOM BOEHHON MHCCHHM TPHHATH
peleHre o mepeBo3ke MIeHHbIX Ha [lanpHuii BocTok juisi manbHeiiiend sBakyauuu B KMramuro
(mexabpp 1917 — despans 1918 r1). [Jlanubiii acnexkt ucropuu I[lepBoit MHpOBOW BOWHBI Ha
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pernoHambHOM ypoBHe (TamOoBCckas TyOepHHsS) Majo U3y4eH U TpeOyeT JaIbHEHIIero
ocMmbiciienus. MccnenoBanue aBTopa Mmo3BOJISIET JIETAIbHO PEKOHCTPYUPOBATH COOBITHUS, CBA3aHHbBIE
C JIEATEIbHOCTBIO MTANBIHCKON Muccuu B Kupcanose B mepenoMmublil s Poccun 1917 ron, u
BHOCUT CYIIECTBEHHBII BKJIaJl B TOHMMAaHUE HCTOPUM JUIUIOMATHYECKUX U TyMAaHUTAPHBIX
B3aUMOJICUCTBUI B T0J1bl [IepBOM MUPOBOI BOMHBI.

KuawueBbie ciaoBa: Ilepas mupoBas BoitHa, Poccusi, WTanus, BOCHHOIUIEHHBIE, PEBOJIIOINS,
CrneunanbHasi BOGHHAs MUCCHSI, JIareph /1711 BOCHHOIUICHHBIX, PeraTpHaus

Baaromapuoctu: Pa0ora BbIMONHEHA TMOJ PYKOBOJICTBOM JOKTOpa HWCTOPHUYECKHX HAYK,
mpodeccopa  kadbenper  wcropum U pwiocopurm  TamMOOBCKOTO  TOCYIapCTBEHHOTO
yHuBepcutera um. I'.P. [lepxxaBuna Muponosa Binagumupa BanepreBuya.

Hoass murupoBanusi: [llesixkos C.B. IlonokeHne BOEHHOIUJIEHHBIX aBCTPO-BEHTEPCKOM apMHH
UTAITBSTHCKOW HarmoHanbHOCTH B Poccuu B 1917 1. // Historia provinciae — KypHan peruoHaIbHOMI
uctopuun. 2026. T. 10, Ne 3. C. 896-921, https://doi.org/10.23859/2587-8344-2026-10-3-6; EDN:
SANOSP

The Situation of Italian Prisoners of War from the Austro-Hungarian Army
Held in Russia in 1917

Abstract. This article examines the repatriation of Austro-Hungarian prisoners of war of Italian
nationality who were held in the camp of the town of Kirsanov, Tambov Governorate, in 1917. The
study focuses on how the POW’ situation changed under the impact of the political events that
accompanied the collapse of the monarchy and the subsequent revolutionary upheavals in Russia,
which is still an underexplored aspect of the history of World War I. Particular attention is paid to
the agitation and patriotic activities of Major Cosma Manera, who was appointed head of the
Kirsanov camp. The author considers in detail his contribution to the transformation of the camp’s
space camp from a place of isolation into a center of patriotic education, where military exercises
were held, national holidays were celebrated, and a propaganda newspaper was published. The
article emphasizes the fact that Manera’s agitation work was a key factor in increasing the number
of recruits and maintaining their loyalty amid the escalating chaos. The author argues that despite a
temporary improvement in the prisoners’ situation during the February Revolution, the deepening
political crisis and the October Revolution fundamentally worsened their conditions due to food
shortages, hostility from the local population, and the impossibility of repatriation through
Arkhangelsk. The author concludes that these negative circumstances forced the leadership of the
Special Military Mission to make a decision to transport the prisoners to the Far East for further
evacuation to Italy (December 1917 — February 1918). This aspect of the history of World War 1 at
the regional level (Tambov governorate) has been little studied and requires further research. The
author’s work allows for a detailed reconstruction of the events connected with the activities of the
Italian mission in Kirsanov in 1917, a critical year for Russia, and makes a significant contribution
to understanding the history of diplomatic and humanitarian interactions during the First World
War.

Keywords: World War 1, Russia, Italy, prisoners of war, revolution, Special Military Mission,
prisoner of war camp, repatriation
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BBenenne

B craree peup MOMAET O BOEHHOCIYXAIIMX aBCTPO-BEHIEPCKOW apMuHU
UTAJIbSHCKON HAallMOHAJILHOCTH, KOTOpPbIE OBLIM 3aXBadyeHbl B IUIEH B rojsl llepBoi
MHPOBOM BOMHBI U COJEPKAJIUCH B JIArepsX HA TeppUTOpUH POocCCHICKON MMIIEpUN.
IIpaButenscTBO HWTammu mnOpemyioKuno WM BCTYIIUTb B PSAAbl  UTAJIbSIHCKUX
BOOPYKCHHBIX CHJI W IIPOJOJDKUTH BOEBaTh Ha CTOPOHE CBOEW HCTOPHUYECKOU
ponuHbl. Peomomus 1917 r. BHecna CBOM KOPPEKTHBBI B OTH ILIAHBI, CO3/1aB
IPAKTUYECKNA HENPEOJOIUMBIE NPEISITCTBUSA Ul penaTrpualid BOCHHOIUICHHBIX,
COTJIACHBIIMXCSl NPHUHATh JaHHOE npemioxkeHune, B Urammro. [lockonbky BiusHME
coObituii 1917 1. Ha BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX WHOCTPAaHHBIX TOCYJapCTB, KOTOpPBIE
HaXOAWINCh B JTOT Ilepuoj B JarepsAx Poccuu, u3y4eHO HE 10 KOHIA, HaM
IPEJICTaBIISIETCS] BAXKHBIM TJIy0)Ke M3y4YuTh 3asBJICHHBIA B Ha3BaHUM ACIEKT JaHHOU
OO0JIBILION TEMBI.

3a Bech nepuon [lepBoii MUPOBOW BOWHBI B PYCCKUU IIIEH MOMAaio 2,1 MIH aBCcTpo-
BEHI€PCKMX BOCHHOCTY AKX . CPeIl HUX TOBOJIBHO GOJIBIIYIO FPYIITY COCTABIISIIH
UTAJIbSHIIBI, MoOUIu30BaHHble U3 FOxHoro Tupons, Hanmanuu, Uctpun u ropoaa
Tpuect. B poccuiickoM miieHy UX KOJIMYECTBO MPHUOIMKAIOCh K 25 THIC. YENIOBEK,
TOJIOBHHA M3 KOTOPBIX OBUIM BBIXOAUAMH M3 TpeHTHHO . J[0 BOWHBI HTANBSHII
YKAa3aHHBIX TEPPUTOpPUM ABCTpO-BeHrpum mnoasepraauch IUCKPUMHUHALUU CO
CTOPOHBI aBCTPUUCKUX BIIACTEIA .

HcrounukoBoit 0a30il HCCieNOBaHUS CTald pa3sHOOOpa3HBIE II0 XapaKTepy
HEONyOJIMKOBAHHbIE M OMYOJMKOBAaHHbIE JOKYMEHThl W HccienoBaHusa. Temy
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX 3aTparMBayia poccuiickuii ucropuk HM.b. benoBa B omHOM wu3
pa3zieJIOB CBOEr0 MOHOIPa(MUEecKOro MCCIEIOBAHMS, B KOTOPOM OCBEIIAETCS HUX
HCIIOJIb30BaHNE Ha MOJEBBIX paboTaxX, a TaKKe OTHOIIEHHWE K HUM POCCHMCKHUX
BJacTedl W oOIlecTsa Ha MecTax”, Uctopun BoeHHOrO I1UIeHa B roiabl llepBoi
MHUpPOBOM BOWHBI Takke nocsiieHa MoHorpadus H.B. CypxukoBoi, B KOTOpOii

' Haxmueans P. Boemnomnmenusie B Poccuu B snoxy IlepBoii MupoBoi BoiHbI // Quaestio
Rossica. 2014. Ne 1. C. 143. EDN: SEYXMX

2Lyons M. The Writing Culture of Ordinary People in Europe, c. 1860-1920. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2012. P. 144.

* lllessikos C.B. «KupcaHoBCkOE JBHKEHHE» BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX UTAIBSHCKONM HAIlMOHAJIBHOCTH
aBCTpO-BeHrepckoil apmuu B roabl llepBoit mupoBoil BoitHbl / BectHuk TambOoBckoro
yHuBepcutera. Cepus:  ['ymanurtapusle  wHayku. 2023.  T. 28, Ne 3. C. 728
https://doi.org/10.20310/1810-0201-2023-28-3-725-736; EDN: QTUAHI

* Benosa UK. IlepBass MupoBas BoiiHa U pycckas npoBuHIms. 1914 — ¢pespans 1917 r. Mocksa:
ANPO-XXI, 2011.
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aBTOp, YKa3bIBas HA MPOTUBOPEUMBBIN U HEMTOCIEIOBATEIbHBIA XAPAKTEP MOJUTUKH B
OTHOLIEHUM K IUICHHBIM LEHTPAJIBbHBIX M MECTHBIX BJACTEH, pPACCMATPUBAET
criennUKy UX TOIOKCHHS Ha TeppUTOpuH IlepMckoil ryGepHnn’. MakCHMaIbHO
MOJIHO YCJIOBHSI MPeOBIBaHUS B TJICHY WUTATOSA3BIYHBIX BOCHHBIX aBCTPO-BEHTEPCKOI
apMHHM U MPOOJEMBbl UTAIBSIHCKOTO HALMOHAJIBLHOTO MEHBIIMHCTBA HA TEPPUTOPUU
ABcTpo-BeHrepckoii MMIEpuu MpPOAHATU3UPOBAHBI HUTAIBSIHCKUM  HCTOPUKOM
AHnpnpea /Ilu Mukenu, NOCTPOMBIINM CBOE HCCIIEIOBAHUE HA OCHOBE JOKYMEHTOB U3
WTANBSIHCKAX U ABCTPHHACKHX apxuBoB®. BecoMblil BKIag B M3yYCHHE MPOOIEMbI
BHECJIAa UTaJIbsIHCKas uccienoBarenpbania Mapuna Poccu. OHa nocBsiThiIa cBoil Tpya
ONBITY  PYCCKOIO  IUIEHA, IEPEKUTOMY  IPEUMYLIECTBEHHO  YPOXKECHIIAMH
ABctpuiickoro IIpumopbs, a TakKe OTHOIICHUIO BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX K TOJIUTHKE
WTaNbAHCKUX BIIACTEH, HE BBIMIONHHMBIIMX B OTHOLICHHH HHUX CBOMX OOCIIAHMIA’.
Uranbsackuil uctopuk @penepuko Maa3uHu onucanl HACTPOCHUS MPOKUBABIINX B
TpeHTHHO-ANBTO AIWIKE UTAIOA3BIYHBIX KPECThIH M WX OTHomeHue K llepBoi
MHPOBOM BoitHe". Ero COOTEYeCTBEHHNUK PoGepto I'yapacku netaibHO HcCCienoBal
NesTeNbHOCTh Maiopa kapabunepoB KocMbl Manepsl, koTopoMmy OblIa TOpydeHA
Opra”u3anys OTIPABKU UTAJOSA3bIUHBIX BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX aBCTPO-BEHICPCKOM apMHUH,
MPUHSBIINX HUTAJIBIHCKOE MOJJAHCTBO, a TAKKE BBIABUII T€ TPYAHOCTH, KOTOPBIC
BCTAJIM HA MyTH MaHEPBI B pEBOIOMOHHON Poccun’,

OcHoBHast YacTh

B utone 1915 r. mexny Poccuiickoili nmnepueid 1 UTanbssHCKMM KOPOJIEBCTBOM
OBLJIO MOJNMMCAHO CorjalieHue, Onarojgapsi KOTOPOMY BOEHHOIUIEHHBIE aBCTPO-
BEHIEPCKOM apMUU HUTAIBSHCKOW HAIMOHAIBHOCTU TOJIYYWIM BO3MOXXHOCTH
BCTYIIUTh B PANIBI BOOPYKEHHbIX cuil MTanum M cpaxarbCcsi NPOTUB HUMIEPUHU
['abcOyproB. IlmeHHBIX, COTTACHUBIIMXCS BCTYNUTh B apMuio HTajabsHCKOTO
KOPOJIEBCTBA, AOJLKHBI ObUIH cOOpaTh B OJJHOM Jlarepe, MeCTONOJI0KEHHUEM KOTOPOTO
obu1 BeIOpaH ropon KupcanoB TamOoBckoi ry6epHHH10. ITo nepBoHavYaILHOMY

> Cypowcukosa H.B. Boennwlii e B poccuiickod npoBuHiuu (1914-1922 rr.). Mockaa:
POCCIIOH, 2014.

6,ZZu Muxene A. Mex nByx MyHIupoB. Hranosiseiunble noanaHHsle ABCTpo-Benrepckoit
umnepun Ha [lepBoif MUPOBOIi BOItHE 1 B pycCKOM IUIeHY / epeBos ¢ utaibsiHckoro M.I'. Tananas.
Canxkr-IlerepOypr: Anereiis, 2022.

" Rossi M. I Prigionieri Dello Zar. Soldati Italiani Dell’esercito Austro-Ungarico Nei Lager Della
Russia (1914-1918). Milano: Mursia, 1997.

® Mazzini F. Patriottismo condizionato. Identita e patrie dei soldati trentini, 1914-1920 //
Contemporanea. 2010. Vol. 13, no. 3. P. 457-486.

® Guarasci R. Cosma Manera e la Legione Redenta: la storia e l'archivio. Canterano: Aracne,
2018.

19 Di Michele A. Patrioti irredenti o fedeli servitori dell’imperatore? Immagini e realta dei soldati
di lingua italiana nell’Esercito austro-ungarico durante la Grande Guerra // 1l 1918. La Vittoria e il

Historia provinciae — xypHan pernoHanbHoi uctopuu. 2026. T.10, Ne 3
ISSN 2587-8344 (online) 899


https://www.amazon.it/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Roberto+Guarasci&search-alias=stripbooks

C.B. lessikos. MNonoxeHne BOEHHOMMEHHbIX aBCTPO-BEHTEPCKON apMum

ccneposaxus .
UTanNbSHCKOW HauuoHanbHocTv B Poccumn B 1917 T.

IUIaHy ~ WUTaJbsSHCKOE  MPAaBUTEIBCTBO  TpeOOBalo  THIATENBHO  OTOUPAThH
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX JUI BO3BPAIlCHHWS HAa MCTOPUYECKYHD POJIMHY Ha OCHOBE HX
HOJUTUKO-HALIMOHAJILHOM JIOSUIBHOCTH, YTO, O€3yCIIOBHO, CYILIECTBEHHO 3aMeEMIsIo
nmpouecc penarpuanuu. [ng peamnsanmm 3TOro ImiaHa BoeHHOE MHUHHMCTEPCTBO
KOpPOJIEBCTBA IO COIVIACOBAHHIO C MHHHMCTEPCTBOM HHOCTPAHHBIX JEJI CO3JaJI0
CTICLMATBHYIO BOCHHYIO MHCCHIO ", B OOS3aHHOCTH KOTOPOil BXOJMIH YCTAHOBIICHHE
OJIarOHAJI)KHOCTH IIJICHHBIX M MX COINPOBOXJAECHHWE BO BPEMsl penaTpualuu B
Wramuto. B cocraB muccun Bomen 21 odunep, a BO3MVIaBUI €€ IOJNOJKOBHUK
Axumnie baccunbsiHOo. Muccus npu6siia B KupcanoB 9 asrycra 1916 r.”? IlepBas
penarpuais BOCHHOIUICHHBIX B KkonmumuectBe 1720 wyenoBek cocTosuiach Yyxe
14 centsa0ps 1916 r., a k cepearHe OKTSIOPs TOrO K€ ToAa U3 KUPCAHOBCKOTO Jareps
B Wranuio oTnpaBuWiIM €mie J1B€ MAPTUM BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX OOIIEW YHMCIEHHOCTBHIO
2 420 genoBek .

B kayecTBe pyKOBOAMTENS CHEHUAIBHOW BOCHHOW MHCCUHM TOJIOJIKOBHUK
baccunbsiHo B okTAOpe 1916 Tr. mOpuUHSIT pelIeHHEe YBEJIWYUTh KOJIUYECTBO
BOEHHOIUICHHBIX, KOTOPbIE JOJKHBI OyIyT BCTYIUTh B BOOPYKE€HHBIE cHiibl MTanuu,
10 6000 dwemoBek, YTO OBUIO COINIACOBAHO B [Terporpage ¢ wummepaTopom
Huxomaem 11, U3 cBoei mTa0-KBapTUPbI, HAXOIUBIIEHCA B TOCTUHULIE «ACTOPHSI»,
MHCCHSl Hadalla OTMPABJISITh CBOMX WiIeHOB B MockBy, Tam00B u B Kues, 4ToOBI
TOIIBITATHCS HAOPATh GOJIbIE BOCHHOIUICHHBIX M 3TAIHPOBATh HX B KupcaHos™.

B mapte 1917 r. B moMo1ip NOANOIKOBHUKY A. baccunbsiHo B Poccuto u3 Mtanuu
npuGsLT Maiiop Kocma Manepa'’, BHecImii N3MEHEHNs B arHTALMOHHYIO padoTy ¢
BOCHHOIUICHHBbIMU. Temnepb B €€ OCHOBE ObUIM IIEAPO pa3JaBaBIIMECS OOEIIaHUs
M03a00TUTHCSI O YJIEHAX CEMEH BOEHHOIUIEHHbIX. MaHepa cuMTan, 4To Korja
BOCHHOIUIEHHBIE OCO3HAIOT TOT (hakT, uro MTanus MOXKeT cTaTb pOJUHON HE TOJIBKO
JUTA HUX CAMEX, HO M JUIS KX ceMeif, OHI caMu OyIyT NpocuThes B Mitammio ™,

B pesynprare nAesATENBHOCTH CHELUATBbHOW BOEHHOW MMCCHM KOJUYECTBO
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX-UTAJBSHIIEB, TMEPEBEACHHBIX W3 Jpyrux Jjareped Poccuiickon
nMmrepu B KHpcaHOB, MOCTOSIHHO yBenW4uMBanoch. A. baccuHbsiHO M ero rpymnna

Sacrificio. Congresso di Studi storici internazionali (Roma 17-18 ottobre 2018). Atti del congress.
Roma: Minstero della Difesa, 2019. P. 332.

Y JTu Muxene A. Mex nyx mynaupos. C. 164.

12 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920, Legione trentina. Trento:
Legione trentina dell'Associazone nazionale volontari di guerra, 1933. P. 54.

13 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 61-63.

Y Jtu Muxene A. Mex nyx mynaupos. C. 171.

1> Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 58.

1% Bellezza S.A. Tornare in ltalia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani:
(1914-1920). Bologna: Il mulino, 2016.

7 Guarasci R. Cosma Manera e la Legione Redenta: la storia e l'archivio. P. 23.

'8 Mazzini F. Patriottismo condizionato. P. 474.
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€XKEJIHEBHO TOJIy4aJId CBEJCHMS O Tpynrnax BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX, COIVIACHUBIIUXCS Ha
penarpuanuio B Utamuro. K 1 centsOps 1917 r. B KUpCaHOBCKOM Jarepe HaXxoIHJIOCh
yake 1 900 4eI0BeK, TOTOBBIX K OTIIPAaBKe .

ITocne npubkiTus B Poccuro K. Manepa Obut otmpaBieH B KupcaHoB ¢ 1enbro
peopraHM30BaTh yIpPaBICHHE jarepeM- . B IepByio odepemb OH PACIOPSIHICS
YIIYYIIUTh CAHUTAPHOE COCTOSIHUE MOMEIIEHUH, T/I€ COAECPKAINUCh BOCHHOIUJICHHBIE.
[Ipu mocTymieHuu B Jlarepb KakJI0OMy U3 HUX CTalld BbIJaBaTh OOMYHJIUPOBAHUE U
HIDKHEE Geltbe’ . 3aTeM HX OTIPABISIIN B GAHIO, [IOCTIE Yer0 OCMATPHBAIIH B JIa3apeTe
Y JIeJIAJIA HEJOCTAIOIE IPUBUBKH. Jlanee IIIEHHBIX paclpenersiig 1Mo KazapMaM 110
TEPPUTOPHAIBHOMY IIPU3HAKY. Kaxkablid 1OTydan COJJOMEHHBIM MaT U ONPEIEIICHHOE
MECTO Ha Hapax. [[1s exxeJHeBHON yOOpKH Ha3HAYAIUCh JICKYPHbIE M3 YHCIA CAMHUX
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX B TIOpsAJIKe ouepeau. B ux o0s3aHHOCTH BXoauia yOopka
MOMENICHUS U Hap, a TAKXKE PO3KUT OrHs B nevax. [[poBeTpuBaHue NOMEIIEHUM, IO
roJiyaca Kaxaoe, MpoOBOAWIOCH TpU pa3a B JeHb. CoJIOMEHHbIE MaThl TPeOOBAIOCh
€KEeIHEBHO BBIKOJIAYMBATh, a IMTHEBYIO BOJY, MOCTYNABIIYIO U3 MECTHBIX KOJIOJILEB,
BO M36EKaHME JKeITyJOYHO-KUIICYHBIX 3a00ICBAHMIT — KHIISITUTD .

bputo ynydiieHO NUTaHWE BOCHHOIUICHHBIX, & TAK)KE HalakeHa BbIILIATa WM
eKEIHEBHOTO TocoOmst B pasmepe 20 komeek™. Jlamee Manepa pacropsiamics
pacrpenenuTh BeCh JIarepHbIi KOHTHUHTEHT 1o poraM (mo 200 yenoBeK) W craj
IIPOBOIHTH BOCHHBIC yaeHHs . Takke MaHepe yIaToch BO3POIUTH HATPHOTHICCKYIO
nponarasay, KoTopasi Mocje NepBbIX penaTphanui IpakTHUYecKu conuia Ha HeT. OH
BBEJI 3a [PABHJIO HCIIOJHEHHE MATPHOTHYECKHX THMHOBY. B Hos6pe 1917 r. crana
M3/aBaThCsl HOBasl JarepHasi rasera moj Ha3anueM ‘‘L’irredento”, meuartaBiias
MAaTepHAaNbl MPONAraHIUCTCKOTO COXepKaHMsA . L[ebi0 ITOi AESTETBHOCTH OBLIO
MOJJIEP)KAaHUE  CIUIOYEHHOCTH W MOPAJIBHOIO JyXa CpeAu BOEHHOIUICHHBIX,
0’KHMJIaBIIUX OTIPaBKu B Mtanuto.

CreunanbHO JJ1s1 BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX, HaxoauBIuxcst B Kupcanose, B Mtanuu Obu1a
BhINTyIIeHa Opomropa mox HasBanueM “Gli irredenti ex prigionieri liberati dalla
Russia. Ai fratelli prigionieri in  Russia” («MppeneHTHCTBI —  OBIBIINE
BOCHHOIUICHHBIC, 0CBOOOXKICHHBIC M3 Poccuiickoro mieHa. bpatesaM, HaxoasmMcs B

Y Jlu Mukene A. Mex nByx MyHaupos. C. 202.

20 Jlu Muxene A. Mex nyx myraupos. C. 198.

2! Biagini A.F.M. In Russia tra guerra e rivoluzione: La missione militare italiana, 1915-1918.
Roma: Ufficio storico SME, 1983. P. 122.

22 KupcanoBckuil ye3nHblli BOMHCKMI HavanbHUK // ['ocymapcTBeHHBIH apxuB TamOOBCKOI
obmactu (manee — TATO). ®@. 510. Om. 1. JI. 33. JI. 389.

2 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 119.

24 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 119.

2 Jlu Mukene A. Mex nByx MmyHaupos. C. 198.

26 Bellezza S.A. Tornare in ltalia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani.
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wieny B Poccuny»). Ee aBropamu BeICcTynuiIu penarpuupoBanubie u3 Poccuu ObiBime
IUICHHbIE, CTPEMUBLIMECS TakuM 00pa3oM YKpPENUTb NaTPUOTHYECKHH ayX
ocraBmMxca B Poccun ToBapuied M B YCIOBHSAX HENPOCTOM IOJIMTHYECKOU
cuTyauuu B Poccum BcenuTs B HUX HAAECKAY Ha CKOpoe Bo3BpaieHue B Mranuro. B
Oporrrope 3aTparuBajcsi BOMpoc O cemapatHoM wmwupe Poccum ¢ IleHTpasibHBIMU
JepKaBaMH, PacCcKa3bIBAJIOCh O TOM, YTO TEPPUTOPUH, Ha KOTOPHIX OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3
HUX IPOXKUBAJIO paHblle, BOLUIM B cocTaB Mramuu, a mobena ABctpo-Benrpun u
I'epmanun HeBO3MOXkHA. Takke B Opolrope cooOlaloch O TOM, Kak PpajylIHO
BcTpeTwiia MTamuss CBOMX BEPHYBIIMXCS CBIHOB M O IPEAOCTABICHHBIX WM
yI06CTBAX, KOTOPbIE 06ecedro MTaapiHcKoe KOPOIEBCTBO .

B KupcanoBckom Jlarepe cTamd TOPXKECTBEHHO OTMEUaThCs HalMOHAJIbHBIC
npasgHukd Mrtanuu. YcTaHOBWIACH TPaJMLMs TOP’KECTBEHHBIX IOCTPOEHUN 12 por
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX, CONPOBOXKIABIIMXCS HCHoJHeHMEM KoponeBckoro wmapma u
nofHATHEM (Iara, BHIIUTOrO PYyCCKMMH MOHAXHMHSIMHE 110 3aKa3y BOCHHOILICHHBIX .
MN3MeHMBIIMM CBOE MHEHHME II0 MOBOAY OTbe3da B HMTannio BOEHHOIUIEHHBIM
pa3pelIIi 10 CBOEMY KEJIAHHUIO ITIOKMHYTh KHpCaHOB M BEPHYThCA B T€ J1areps, Iae
OHM HAXOJWJIUCH J0 TOTO, KaK COIVIACWIMCH NPHUHATH IpemiokeHne MranbsiHcKoro
KoposeBcTBa”. CKpammBas HABESHHYIO OCCKOHEUHBIM OXKHIAHHEM OTIPABKH B
Nrtannio cKyKy, BOCHHOIUICHHBIE NPOBOJWIN MHOTO BPEMEHHM 3a YTEHUEM KHHUI U
raser-".

[Inennsble oduiepsl pa3eawyiiCh B Jlarepe Ha JBe IpynnupoBKu. bopbda mexmy
HUMM I10 BOIIPOCY O TOM, CJIEAYET JIM IIPUHUMATh npemioxkenue Mranuu, Benacs He
TOJIKO B TOJIMTUYECKOW, HO M B KynbTypHO#l cepe. Tak, 3 wurons 1917 r. B
KupcanoBe Ttemn, KTO HE ropen JKeJaHHEM CpaKkaTrhbCs 3a MHTepechl KoposiescrTsa,
ObUT YCTpPOEH KOHIEpPT C TaHIaMM, 3aBEPIIMBLUIMMHCS TOJIBKO TOI/A, KOrna
«OapbllIHM» TOKUHYJIM TnoMmemeHue. Ha cnemyrommii aeHb Te, KTO NPHUHSII
npeioxkenne Mranuum, ycrpounu coOctBeHHbINM KoHueptT. 10 utons B Kupcanon
NpuObLIa UTAIbSHCKAs BOEHHas Jererauus. BoeHHOIJIEHHBbIE, COTJIACHBILIMECS Ha
penaTpuanuio, YCTPOWIM TMPA3AHUK B YECTh OATOTO COOBITHS W BBIBECHUIIU
uTanbsHckuil ¢uar. ITocne 3TOro BOGHHOIUIEHHBIM, HE NMPUHSIBLIMM MPEJI0KEHHUE
UTAJIbSHCKOTO MpPaBUTENbCTBA, MPUIUIOCH MOKUHYTHh Jjarepb. VX >xuiuia Obuin
OOBICKaHbI TPYIION, COCTOSIBIIEH M3 PYCCKOro oduiepa U COMPOBOXKIABIIUX €ro
IBYX HI)KHUX YWHOB W3 BOCHHOIUICHHBIX-UTAJIBSHIEB. Ha Xene3HoaopoKHOM

%" Bellezza S.A. Tornare in Italia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani.

28 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 120.

2% Fabio T. Storia di un soldato: il giro del mondo di Siro Pellis // Qualestoria. 2008. Anno
XXXVI, Ne 1. P. 188.

%0 Rossi M. Diario di un patriotadi Silvio Rieger (20 luglio 1914 — 24 giugno 1918) //
Qualestoria. 1992. Anno XX, Ne 3. P. 109.
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BOK3aJie B JICHb OThE3/1a «HECOTJIACHBIX» OHU MOJABEPIIIMCH OCKOPOJICHUSIM CO
CTOPOHBI «IATPHOTOBY MTammn’.

Hauunas ¢ despans 1917 r., nonutuueckass ooctaHoBka B Poccuu yxyamianack
MPAKTUYECKA €XKeTHEeBHO. DeBpalibckas pPEBOJIONUS TpUBENa K OTPEUCHUIO
Huxkomnas Il u popmupoBanuio BpemeHHoro nmpaButenscTBa, koropoe 4 mapta 1917 r.
OPUHSIIO pelIeHue, 4YTo OYyJeT MPUICPKUBATHCS MEXKIYHAPOIHBIX 005S3aTENbCTB,
NPUHATBIX Ha ce0si MpeXHEH BIacThio .. OmHAKO B CTpaHe Cc(hOPMUPOBATIOCH
nBoeBiacTue. B momoO0HON cUTyalluM WTANbIHCKUE COTPYIHUKH CIIEHHUATBbHOM
BOCHHOM MHCCHM B OTBET HAa CBOM MPOCHOBI O IMOMOIIM MOTJU MOJYyYUTh OT
POCCHIICKOTO pPYKOBOJCTBA TOJIbKO (DOpMalIbHBIE 3asBJIEHUS O MOJJEPIKKE.
NTanbsHIbl BBIHYKJEHBI OBLIM CaMOCTOSITENIBHO peliaTh MpoOJIeMbl COAEp>KaHUs
IUICHHBIX B Jlarepe M WX penaTpualiu, JoroBapuBascCh ¢ MPEACTaBUTEIIMU MECTHOU
aIMAHHACTpPALHI .

Haxonusmnecss B KupcaHoBe BOEHHOIUICHHBIC-UTAIBSHIIBI B 4YHWHE OQUIIEPOB
BCTAJIM HAa CTOPOHY CBEpIIMBIIEHCS peBomonuu. 28 ampensa 1917 r. oduuepckoe
coOpaHue IPUHSIIO PellieHrue O Mojiep:kke Bpemennoro npasutenbcTBa. 30 ampens
IJICHHBIE MPEICTABUTEIN KOMaHIYIOIIETO COCTaBa BBHIBECWIJIM KpPAaCHBIN (iar u 1o
MPUTJIAIICHUI0O MECTHOTO PEBKOMa TMPUHSJIM ydyacTHE «B IEPBOMAMCKOM
COIIMAJIUCTUYECKOM IIECTBUM» COBMECTHO € coJijaramu. B Teuenue Bcero ans 1 mas
BOCHHOILICHHbBIE KHPCAHOBCKOTO narepst MOJIb30BAIUCH MPAKTHYECKU
HeorpaHu4YeHHON cBoOosoN. Ilo Bcemy ropoay wurpama myssika. Ilocne oGena
20 000 >xutenest m oT 6 M0 8 THIC. coONAAT MPONUIA C KpacHbIMU (praramu.
UrtanesiHcKkKe TMIeHHBIE O(UIEPHl NUIM BO TJaB€ HIKHUX YHWHOB B OKPYXKEHHUU
pycckux congar. HMranegnuer nemu «Mapcensesy» u  «MHtepHanmonan». Ha
MUTHHTE BCE KpUYAJIM U MHOTO aruiogupoBaiiv. OIHAKO B MOAOOHOMN Mpa3qHUYHON
aTMocdepe He Bce ObLIO OJHO3HAYHO M 0e30roBopouHO. Tak, Mo BOCIIOMHUHAHUSM
OJIHOTO U3 BOEHHOIUICHHBIX, B JTOT JEHb CpPEIud YYaCTHUKOB IEPBOMAMCKOIO
IIECTBUS «XOAWJI CIIyX O HE OYEHb YETKO YKA3aHHOM HWHIMJCHTE» C UTAIbSHCKUM
(drnaroM, a Ha cieayrouiee yTpo IJIEHHbIE MOJABEPINICH OCKOPOICHUSIM 32 BBIKPUKHU
Ha UTANBSHCKOM SI3BIKE .

Hapsiny ¢ HapacTaHueM MOJUTUYECKON HANPSHKEHHOCTH B POCCHIICKOM OOIIECTBE
Havaja yXyJIaTbCsl 1 SJKOHOMHYECKas CUTYyallusl B CTpaHe: JKeJIe3HbIe TOPOTH, MoUTa
u tenerpad cranu paborarh ¢ nepedosimu. Ilepectano xBarath MpoIOBOJILCTBUS. B

%! Privitera P. Un ufficiale austro-ungarico alla frontiera cinese e controrivoluzione: il diario di
Oskar Ferlan // Qualestoria. 1992. Anno XX, Ne 3. P. 92.

%2 Baciokos B.C. BHemmsis monnTika BpeMeHHOro mnpaBuTenbcrBa. Mocksa: Mbicib, 1966.
C. 27-28.

%3 Bellezza S.A. Tornare in Italia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani.

% Privitera P. Un ufficiale austro-ungarico alla frontiera cinese e controrivoluzione. P. 92.
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TPAaKTHpPax MPOLYKTH OTIYCKATHCH IO MAHKy, a XJeO BBIIABAICS [0 KAPTOUKAM .
BoenHomieHHble, KOTOpble TpyAWIUCh B KupcaHoBe Ha ke€JIe3HOU Jopore, MUcalu,
4TO UX 3apabOTHOM ILIATHI HE HA YTO HE XBaTaeT . TPYIHOCTH C POIOBOIBCTBHEM
OTPAa3WJIUCh M HA pallMOHE MX JIATEPHOTO MHUTAHUSA, KOTOPBIM CTall «CKYJIHBIM H
TOITHOTBOPHBIM»: YTPOM M BEUEPOM BbIJIaBaJIM Yall U TPU cyxaps, B 00eq — Cyl ¢
kapTodenem, 100 rpammamMu Msica WM PbIOBI, BKJIIOYAsi KOCTH W BHYTpeHHOCTH. Ha
BTOpOE M0JIarajaoch JBE JIOKKU MPOCSHON Kallld ¢ J00aBIEHUEM JIBHSHOTO Macia.
Xie6a BbLIEISUIOCH 10 600 rpaMM Ha YeloBeka® , a IPHOGPECTH ero 3a ACHBIH CTAII0
OYEHb CJIOKHO, TaK KakK MECTHbIE JKUTEIM TMepecTai MpojiaBaTh XJed
BOCHHOIUICHHBIM. [IpUX0auiIoch, NEPEeoICBIINCH B MITATCKOE IIAThE, BHIE3KATH 3a
ropoj 1 uckarb xjebd no aepeBHsM. [lo3nHee MieHHbIE BCIIOMHHAIIU, YTO OBIBAJIM
6e3yMHO CYACTIIMBBI, KOTId HAXOUIN BO3MOKHOCTb €0 KyITHTB .

Jlerom 1917 r. mpekpaTtunach nepenucka Mex,1y BOCHHOIUICHHBIMU U UX CEMbSIMH.
Tak, oAMH M3 BOCHHOIUICHHBIX MHCaJ], YTO MepecTall MojaydyaTb 1nouty u3 HOxkHoro
Tnpon5139. [Tonutnyeckass obctaHoBka B  KupcaHoBe  jeiicTBoBajia  Ha
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX YrHeTarome. O0ocTpuiach OHa MOCJHE TOro, KaKk B Hayaye JeTa
1917r. Ha JOMKHOCTH KOMHCCapa 6esomacHocTH' GBI n3bpaH  Kymell
AK. TPYHI/IH41. KupcanoBckass 1mpecca OKpecTWJIa €ro «MOHApXOM TOpoJa
Kupcanos». B cBoux mnpussiBax TpyHuH HacTpamBan HaceneHue Kupcanosa wu
IUICHHBIX HIDKHAX YHHOB TPoTHB oduuepoB”. B mrone 1917 r. KHpCaHOBCKHil
rapHU30H 1oJ koMmanaoBanuem B.H. MuxueBuua mpowusBen apect TpyHUHA U €ro
CTOPOHHHKOB™, B XOie KOTOPOro moctpagano 20 CONIAT W MHPHBIX SKUTEICH.
Tparuueckue o0CTOSATENLCTBA JAHHOTO COOBITHS, pa3BepHyBIIerocs B 200 meTpax ot
MecTa, TJI€ TNpPOXKMBAJIM BOCHHOIUICHHbIC, 3HAYUTEJbHO TMOBJMSUIM Ha HX

44
IICUXOOMOIIMOHAJIBHOC COCTOAHUC . OI[I/IH N3 HUX ITO3AHCC BCIIOMHHAJI:

B JIPYrOM pa3 s OCTajcCsi OAWH, Ha IOJIHS, OXPaHATh JIoWaaed B moisie. B ToT
JI€Hb, B OJIMHOYECTBE, MEHSI OXBATHJIO TAKOE€ YYBCTBO ME€YaJH, YTO S 3aCTOHAJ;

% Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 145.

% Bellezza S.A. Tornare in Italia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani.

%" Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 113-114.

%8 Fabio T. Storia di un soldato: il giro del mondo di Siro Pellis. P. 189.

% Gentilini A. Scrivere in guerra. Epistolari trentini (Galizia, Russia 1914-1918): Tesi di laurea.
Universita degli Studi di Trento, 2009. P. 129-130.

40 Ilpocsemos P.IO., Kanuwes B.B., benenosa E.U. Ouepku ucropuu Kupcanosa: rojasl u Jt01u.
Tam60B: Muuypunck, 2014. C. 35.

4 Illpoceemos P.IO., Kanuwes B.B., berenosa E.1. Ouepku ucropun Kupcanona.

%2 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 154.

“ IIpocsemos P.IO., Kanuwes B.B., berenosa E.H. Ouepku ucropun Kupcanosa. C. 35.
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3aTeéM sI COpBajJ HECKOJIBKO JIEPEBEHCKUX I[BETOB, COCTaBWJI U3 HHUX OyKeT U
npeanoxui ero Majgonsne. Y MeHs BCe €Ie €CTh 3TOT MAJIEHbKHUI OYKET 1IBETOB,
cinyctst 42 rona. «Ilo mmioctn MaJOHHBI S CKOPO BEpHYChb, YTOOBI YBHIETh
cBOMX OmH3KHx». Tak s Tyman .

HekoTopple BOEHHOIUICHHBIE CTAJIM TOBOPUTH O TOM, YTOOBI OTKA3aThCsl OT
WUTAIBSHCKOTO TIPEJIOKEHUS U CHOBA CTaTh aBcTpurnamu. Marop K. Manepa, y3HaB
0 Takux pasroBopax, 20 ceHTs0ps 1917 r. opraHu3oBag MEpPONPHUATHE IO CIy4alo
TOJIOBIIMHBI OTHPABKU MEPBOM MapTHUM BOCHHOIUICHHBIX B MTanuio m BBICTYNHI Ha
HEM C PeUbI0, B KOTOPOii OOOEIIAll YCKOPHUTH TIpoLiece 0The3aa B Mtamio .

TeM BpeMeHEM B UTAJIbIHCKOM MPABUTEIBCTBE MO MOBOY PEMATPUALINU ILICHHBIX
BEJIUCh O’KECTOYEHHBIE CIOPHI. Tak, 3aMECTUTENIb HauajdbHUKA TeHITaba reHepan-
neiitenanT K. Iloppo B umione 1917 r. mpusbiBan nepeOpocuth u3 Poccum Bcex
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX, HE3aBUCUMO OT UX MOJMTHUYECKUX B3IJIS0B, TaK KaK CUMUTAJI, YTO
BOCCOCIMHEHHE C CEMbSIMA Ha HOBONPHUCOCIWHEHHBIX TEPPUTOPUSIX OyAeT
BOCIIPUHATO UMU KaK HEOIIEHHMMasi 3a00Ta UTAJbIHCKOIO IMPaBUTEIBCTBA O CBOUX
rpaxkaaHax’. KaTeropudeckd MpPOTHB 9TOTO IUIAHA  BBICTYIMAN  MHHHUCTP
nHoctpanubix Aen Urtamuun C. COHHMHO, KOTOPBIA CUUTAJI, YTO MOJOOHOE pEIlICHUE
MPUBENET K TOMYy, 4TO B MTanuio BMeCTE€ C penarpuaHTaMud MOTYT MPOHUKHYTh
ABCTPUMCKHUE IITHOHBL .

B Poccun tem BpemeneMm baccnHbsiHO muianupoBan K aBrycry 1917 r. 3aBepmmnts
c60p BOCHHOILICHHBIX [UIS HX MOCIeAyromeil ormpasku B Wramiro’ . HauampHux
CIeMAIbHOM BOCHHOW MUCCHH MPOCHUII CBOE MPABUTEIHCTBO MPUCIIATh UTATIbSIHCKHE
MapoXOo/Ibl, HA YTO MOJYYUJ OTKa3, MOTUBUPOBAHHBIN CI0KHOCTHIO MOJIUTHUYECKON U
sKOHOMUYEeCcKOM cutyaunu. MU/ WMtanuu xonatailcTBOBaN Mepel MPaBUTEIbCTBOM
BenukoOpuTanuu o BBIJCICHUM TApOX0Jia JJisi pernaTpualiii BOSHHOIUICHHBIX, HO
TAKKe TTOJYHHIT OTKA3™ .

UsieHbl MHCCHM U CaMU OOpaIllajJuCch K OPraHH3aldsIM W YaCTHBIM KOMIIAHUSM
IPYTHX CTpaH, 4TOOBI 3adpaxToBaTh Kopabip . B oxrsbpe 1917 r. ymamocs,
HaKoHel, HaWTh cyaHo «CtaHTop», rotoBoe mnepeBe3td 600 BOECHHOIJICHHBIX B
Nranuto. Ho u3-3a moxoit pabotel Tenerpada maiop K. Manepa y3Han 00 3ToM ¢
OonbimiuM omno3ganueM. 10 okTsOpst 1917 1. smIeIoOH ¢ BOCHHOIUICHHBIMU B
kommaectBe 600 commar u 10 oduuepoB Bbimen u3 Kupcamoa®, 15 okTsOpst oH

npu6OsL1 B Bonoray. Tam Obuto nomydeHo coobuienue u3 [lerporpana ot coTpyaHuka

** Fabio T. Storia di un soldato: il giro del mondo di Siro Pellis. P. 188.

%% Bellezza S.A. Tornare in ltalia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani.

" Tu Muxene A. Mesx nByx MyHaupos. C. 201.
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* JTu Mukene A. Mesx IByx MmyHuposB. C. 202.
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UTAJIBSHCKOI'O MOCOJBCTBA O TOM, YTO CYIHO, KOTOPOE JOJKHO OBbLIO MEPEBO3UTH
BOCHHOIICHHBIX, YXK€ OTIPAaBUIOCH W3 ApXaHrembcka™. M3-3a HEBOBMOXHOCTH
Pa3MECTUTh TAKOE KOJUYECTBO BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX B ApPXaHIreiabCKe, OBLIO IMPHUHATO
pelleHne ocTaBuTh MX B Bosorae™.

CoTpyIHUKH CIIEMAIBHOM MHUCCUU cyMeld K HOsiopto 1917 1. cocpenoTouuts B
Kupcanose 57 oduuepoB u okono 2 500 conaar™. MpaHIus COrlacHIach BbIBE3TH
4acTh U3 HUX U3 Poccnm, HO IIpU yCnoBUM BBICAAKA B MapOKKO, IIe¢ OHU JTOJKHBI
OyayT 3anucarbcsi B VIHOCTpaHHBIM JIETMOH, HO BOEHHOIUIEHHBIE OTKA3aJHUCh OT
M00GHOTO MPEUIOKEHHS .

B xonue oxtsa0pst 1917 r. baccuHbsiHO HOKIaABIBal O TOM, YTO BOCHHOILICHHBIE,
COJIepKaBIIMECS B KUPCAHOBCKOM JIarepe, OIACAOTCS 3a CBOM KW3HM, M3-3a pUCKA
pacmipaBbl CO CTOPOHBI PYCCKHX COJJIAT, a TakkKe (U3NYECKOM HEBO3MOKHOCTH
nepesumoBatb B Kupcanose. Taxke cooOmanoch 0 TOM, YTO INPOMEIJIEHHE C
OTIPABKOW MOIJVIO NPUBECTH K YCUJIEHUIO aBCTPUMCKOW IIpONaraHabl B HOBBIX
MPPEICHTHBIX 3eMISIX " .

[Tocne ycraHoBieHMs! COBETCKOM BiacTH 8 HOsA0ps 1917 r. 6bu1 npuHAT «/ekpet o
MHpPE», B KOTOPOM BCEM BOIOIOIIMM CTPaHaM IPEJIarajoch 3aKI0YUTh IIEPEMUPUE U
HayaTh [EPEroBOphl JUIsl 3aKJIIOYEHUs] MHPHOTO JIOroBOpa «0e3 aHHEKCHU
TEPPUTOPHUN U KOHTpI/I6yuI/H71»58. B nexabpe 1917 r. Hauanuch MUPHBIE IEPETOBOPHI C
[epMaHHeH, CO3IABABIINE MPEANOCHUIKMA JUIS 3aKIIOUEHHS CENapaTHOro MHpa’.
[Ipeanonaranock, 4YTO MPOU30KHIET OOMEH BOEHHOIUIEHHbIMU. CO CBOEH CTOpPOHHBI,
CoBerckasi BIacTh 0OCBOOOMIIa BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX COJIIAT, IPUPABHSB UX K FPaXJaaHaM
Poccun. O6paTHOM CTOPOHOM JAHHOTO PEILICHUS CTaj0 TO, YTO OHU JIMIIUIUCH MpaBa
Ha COJEp’KaHHWE OT POCCUICKOrO MpaBUTENbCTBA. [lieHHbIE O(uLIephl HE MONTYUYHIN
NOJOOHBIX TMPUBUIIETUNA, OHU CUYUTAIUCh HMIIEPUAIUCTUYECKUM  3JIEMEHTOM,
KOTOPBIA JOIKEH ObIT COAEPXKAThes B Jarepsx . Cpead MECTHOTO HACEICHHS
YCUJINJIOCh HEJIOOpOKEeNaTeIbHOE OTHOLIEHUE K BOCHHOIUICHHBIM-UTAJBSHIAM; OHU
OKa3aJIuCh MPEJOCTABIECHbl CcaMH ce0e, MPOJOBOJILCTBUE UM OOJbIIE HE
BBIIABANOCE . MTaNbsHCKOE MOCOTBCTBO MEPECTANI0 OCYIIECTBISTh ITOYTOBBIC
IIEPEBOJIbI, MOCKOJBKY HMX MOXHWINAJIM HA PYCCKOM IIOYTE, a TaKXKe IepelaBaTh

%% Guarasci R. Cosma Manera e la Legione Redenta: la storia e l'archivio. P. 26.

> Rossi M. Diario di un patriota di Silvio Rieger (20 luglio 1914 — 24 giugno 1918). P. 109.

> Biagini A. F.M. In Russia tra guerra e rivoluzione. P. 121.

*® Snider-Giovannone M-N. Soldats du Tyrol, soldats du Frioul: des irrédentistes ? // The Great
War in Italy. Oxford: Royaume-Uni, 2012. P. 5.

> Tu Mukene A. Mex nByx myrmupos. C. 203.

*® Kennan G.F. Soviet-American relations, 1917-1920. Vol. I: Russia Leaves the War.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1956. P. 74-75.

% Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 140.

% JTu Mukene A. Mex nByx MmyHaupos. C. 220.

® Ju Muxene A. Mex nyx myraupos. C. 203.
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C.B. lLlessikos. MNonoxeHne BOEHHOMMEHHbIX aBCTPO-BEHTEPCKON apMum
MTaMbSHCKOI HaLMoHanbHoCTY B Poccum B 1917 T. Wccneposakig

NEHEKHBIE CYMMbI 4Y€pe3 KypbepoB, TMOCKOJbKY TE€ YacTO NOABEPTaIUCH
orpabiennsM. BaHKn GbLIN 3aKPBITHI .

B »sTux ycnoBusax HauanbHUK KupcaHOBckoro sareps K. Manepa otnpaBun
nociianue B «Komuccuto mo genam noMouy 0exxeHiam u3 AJpuaTuku 1 TpeHTHHOY.
B Hem TroBOpMIOCH O TPYIHOM IIOJIOKEHUM BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX M OTCYTCTBUU
TPAHCHOPTHBIX CyAOB. TaM >ke BIepBbIE MPO3BYUYATIO MPEIIOKEHHUE O TOM, YTOOBI
MEPENpaBUTh BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX B SNOHMIO, a YK€ OTTyAa MPOMU3BECTH UX
penarpuanvio B tanuro. He mocBATHB B CBOM IJIaHbI TJIaBy Muccud A. bacCuHbsIHO,
a BMeCTe ¢ HUM U BOeHHOe MUHUCTEpcTBO, K. Manepa Hapymmn cybopaunanuto. Ero
CaMOYIIPAaBCTBO BBI3BAJIO HEJOBOJBCTBO B BOECHHOM BEIOMCTBE, KOTOpOE HE
ycTpauBail TOT ¢akT, uto «Komuccus mo einam nomoiinu 0exeHram u3 AJIpuaTuku u
TpenTnHO» MOrJa B cilydae HEOOXOJUMOCTH Yepe3 HAMOHAIBHYIO Mpeccy IpenaTh
OTJIaCKE CJIOKHUBIIYIOCS CHUTYallMli0, OOBUHUB B €€ BO3HUKHOBEHHHM HTAIBSIHCKOE
TIPaBHTETBCTBO .

WranbsiHckue BIacTH, 0CO3HaBasi O€3BBIXOJHOCTH MOJIOKEHHUSI, ObUTH BBIHYXKICHBI
MpU3HaTh, YTO OTIPABKA BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX Ha BOCTOK Poccunm oOkazaiach
€/IMHCTBEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM HX CITACCHHUS .

Bcex BOGHHOIUIGHHBIX, HaXOAWBIIUXCA B ero mnomuuHennu (2 000 wuern.),
K. Manepa pazaenun Ha rpynnsl 1o 40 yenoBek. DTo TpeOoBaIOCh JJisi TOTO YTOOBI B
cllydae 3axBaTa OJIHOTO BaroHa, HEOOJIBIIOE KOJMYECTBO IUJICHHBIX MOTJIO
paccpeioTounThbes Mo JApyruM rpymnmnaM. CTapliuM Ha3Hadyalics BOEHHOILICHHBIMH,
XOpOIIO TOBOPUBLIMI IMO-pyccku’ . 3areM MaHepa JOrOBOPHICS C HAYaTbHHKOM
ctaHuuu KupcaHoB, 4ToObl K Kaxjaomy craeaywomeMmy B CuOupp »3IIenoHy
MPUIICTIISIICS BaroH ¢ BOeHHOIIEHHBIMU. [Ipenmonaranocs, uto 3a 20—25 gHeil Bce
IJIeHHbIE OyayT otnpaBieHbl u3 KupcanoBa, Tak Kak 3a CyTKH 4Yepe3 ero
KEJIE3HOJOPOKHYIO CTAHIIMIO MPOXoAWIo 1o 3 moe3fa B cropony Cubupu. Ileppas
rpynma mokuHyna KupcamoB 28 gexabps 1917 1.%° OrmpaBka u3 mareps
ocyecTBIsLIach 10 despamst 1918 1.

Manepa moka3bIBaJl PYKOBOJUTEISM TPYII HHPOPMAIMIO O >KEJIE3HOIOPOKHBIX
y37aX ¥ BETKaxX, Ha KOTOPbIX B CIy4yae HENPEABUICHHON CUTyallUM MOKHO OBLIO
nepececTb Ha JApyrod moe3n. Takke OH BblJad JOKYMEHTHI Ha TMOJIyYEHHE
UTAJIbIHCKOTO TMOJJAHCTBA U «CBUJIETEIBCTBO O peENarpuanvmy Ha KaxIble
10 uenoBex®. T'maBa wmuccmnu baccummbsHO Bbimenma 300  ThIC. pyOseii Ha

%2 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 145.

% Bellezza S.A. Tornare in Italia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani.
% Jlu Muxene A. Mesx nByx mysaupos. C. 205.

® Munckwuit ye3nHbIid BonHCKHH HavanbHuK // TATO. @. 517. On. 1. 1. 13. JI. 57.

% Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 156.

%7 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 170.

%8 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 156.
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C.B. lessikos. MNonoxeHne BOEHHOMMEHHbIX aBCTPO-BEHTEPCKON apMum

ccneposaxus .
UTanNbSHCKOW HauuoHanbHocTv B Poccumn B 1917 T.

TPAHCIIOPTHBIE M KOPMOBBIE pPacXombl . HemocpejcTBEHHO NpH OTIpaBKe U3
KupcanoBa Bo BiannmBOCTOK BOEHHOIUIEHHBIM BbllaBasioch 40 pyOisield, KOTOpble
MPEMUCHIBAIOCH OTIIOKUThH Ha «YEPHBIN ACHb» ISl TOKYNKH XJieba, TaK KaK B MyTH
MOTJIA BO3HHKHYTh HENPE/IBUICHHBIE 0OCTOATENBCTRA .

Jleiitenanty babuuy, KOTOpBI CONMPOBOXAAJ BOCHHOIUICHHBIX, TOHEBOJIEC
OKazaBmIMXcd B Bosorae, nopydaiaoch OTIPaBUTh CBOHUX IOJONEYHBIX 11O
Tpanccubupckoit Maructpanu B YensiOMHCK TO TOU ke cxeme' . IlepBas rpynma B

konudectBe 120 yenmoBek otObLIa 25 nekadbps 1917 r., mocnenuss — 31 z[eKa6p;172.

3akio4yenue

B 1917 rony B ropoge KupcaHOB HaxoIuics jarepb Uil aBCTPO-BEHICPCKHUX
BOCHHOIUICHHBIX UTAJIbSHCKOW HAIIMOHAJIBHOCTH, KOTOPBIE INPUHSUIA IPEIIOKEHHUE
UTAIBAHCKOIO IPABUTEIBCTBA BCTYIUTH B PAIbI BOOPYKEHHBIX cwil HMTalbsHCKOro
KOpoJieBCTBa. PellleHrne nTaiabsiHCKOro MPaBUTEIBCTBA O peraTpuanuu 100pOBOIBHO
IIPUHABIINX IIPEIJIOKEHUE BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX CO3Jaj0 W3 KHUPCAHOBCKOI'O Jiareps,
KOTOPBIM JTOJKEH ObLI CTaThb MECTOM OKUIaHMs oTHpaBku B Mramuio, miomanky
UJEOJIOTUYECKOro BocnuTaHua. OJHAKO PEBOJIOLHUOHHBIE COOBITHS BHECIU CBOH
KOPPEKTHUBBI B IOJIO)KEHHE BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX. B mepuoa obocTpeHusi BHYTpEeHHEU
oOctaHoBKM B Poccum craryc npeacTaBUTENEH «JIpYyKECTBEHHOW HALMMY IMOTEPSUI
CBO€ 3HA4YcHUE. BOEHHOIUICHHBIC WTAJbSHIBI U3 COH3HUKOB IPEBPATWIUCH BO
BparoB. [IpogoBOJILCTBEHHBIN KPU3HC U YTPO3a CENapaTHOrO MUpPA, KOTOpask PUBEIA
OBl K AKCTPAaJUIIMU BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX B ABCTpO-BeHrpuio, BbIHYIMIM KOMaHJOBaHHUE
KMPCAHOBCKOT'O JIarepsi BAKyMPOBATh BOCHHOIUICHHBIX WTAJbAHIEB Ha JlanpHui
Bocrok ¢ Tem, 4ToObl O0TTyAa nepenpasisath ux B Urtanuto. [anbHeiinee nzyueHue
JaHHOM TeMbl TpeOyeT paboThl C UTAIbIHCKUMHU APXMBHBIMU HCTOYHHMKH, KOTOPBIE
MO3BOJIAIT NPOCIHEAUTh POJIb BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX B IMOCIEAYIOIIUX COOBITHSX Ha
JaneaeM BocToke u B [ paxnanckoe BOVHE.

% JTu Mukene A. Mex nByx MmyHaupos. C. 205.

"% Fabio T. Storia di un soldato: il giro del mondo di Siro Pellis. P. 189.

! Rossi M. Il Corpo di spedizione italiano in Siberia e in Estremo Oriente. Un difficile impatto
con la realta russa 1918-1919 // Italia contemporanea. 2009. Ne 256-257. P. 585. URL:
https://www.reteparri.it/wp-content/uploads/ic/IC_256-257_2009_16 _r.pdf (mata  oOparieHus:
14.06.2025).

’2 Bazzani G. Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920. P. 157.
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S.V. Shevyakov. The Situation of Italian Prisoners of War
from the Austro-Hungarian Army Held in Russia in 1917 Research

Introduction

This article is devoted to servicemen of the Austro-Hungarian army of Italian
nationality who were captured during the First World War and held in prisoners of
war camps in the territory of the Russian Empire. The Italian government offered
them to join the Italian armed forces and continue fighting on the side of their
historical homeland. However, the Revolution of 1917 disrupted those plans, as it
created almost insurmountable obstacles to the repatriation to Italy of those prisoners
who had agreed to accept the offer. Since the impact of the events of 1917 on foreign
prisoners of war held in Russian camps has not been fully explored, it seems
Important to examine in greater depth the aspect of this extensive topic that makes the
title of the article.

During the entire period of World War I, 2.1 million Austro-Hungarian servicemen
were held in the Russian captivity." Among them, a fairly large group consisted of the
Italians who had been mobilized from South Tyrol, Dalmatia, Istria, and the city of
Trieste. Their number in Russian captivity was close to 25,000 servicemen, half of
whom were natives of the Trentino region.? Before the war, the Italians from those
territories of Austria-Hungary had been subjected to discrimination by the Austrian
authorities.®

The source base of the study consists of a variety of published and unpublished
documents and scholarly works. The topic of prisoners of war was addressed by the
Russian historian 1. Belova in one of the sections of her monographic study, which
covers the use of prisoners of war in field work as well as the attitude of the Russian
authorities and society towards them at the local level.* The history of military
captivity during World War | is also the subject of a monograph by N. Surzhikova, in
which the author points out the contradictory and inconsistent nature of the policy
towards prisoners of war on the part of central and local authorities and examines the
peculiarities of their situation in the territory of Perm Governorate. Italian historian
Andrea Di Michele, who based his research on the documents from both Italian and
Austrian archives, presented a most complete analysis of the conditions of Italian-

! R. Nachtigal, “Prisoners of War in Russia during World War I’ [in Russian], Quaestio Rossica,
no. 1 (2014): 143, EDN: SEYXMX

2M. Lyons, The Writing Culture of Ordinary People in Europe, c. 1860-1920 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2012), 144.

¥S.V. Shevyakov, “Kirsanov Movement® of Prisoners of War of Italian Nationality from the
Austro-Hungarian Army during World War I” [in Russian], Vestnik Tambovskogo universiteta.
Seriya: Gumanitarnye nauki, vol. 28, no. 3 (2023): 728, https://doi.org/10.20310/1810-0201-2023-
28-3-725-736; EDN: QTUAHI

*1.B. Belova, The First World War and the Russian Province. 1914 — February 1917 [in
Russian] (Moscow: AIRO-XXI, 2011).

>N.V. Surzhikova, Military Captivity in the Russian Province (1914-1922) [in Russian]
(Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2014).
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speaking servicemen of the Austro-Hungarian army held captive in the territory of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the problems of the Italian national minority.® A
significant contribution to the study of the problem was made by Italian researcher
Marina Rossi. She studied the experience of Russian captivity primarily among the
natives of the Austrian Littoral as well as the attitude of prisoners of war to the policy
of the Italian authorities who failed to fulfil their promises.” Italian historian Federico
Mazzini described the sentiments of Italian-speaking peasants residing in Trentino-
Alto Adige and their attitude to the First World War.® His compatriot Roberto
Guarasci investigated in detail the activities of Major of Carabinieri Cosma Manera,
who was entrusted with organizing the dispatch of Italian-speaking prisoners of war
of the Austro-Hungarian army who had accepted Italian citizenship. In his work,
Guarasci also identified the difficulties that stood in Manera’s way in revolutionary
Russia.’

Main body

In June 1915, an agreement was signed between the Russian Empire and the
Kingdom of Italy. According to this agreement, prisoners of war of the Austro-
Hungarian army of Italian nationality were given the opportunity to join the armed
forces of Italy and fight against the Habsburg Empire. All prisoners who agreed to
join the army of the Kingdom of Italy were to be gathered in a single camp, for which
the town of Kirsanov in Tambov Governorate was chosen.'® According to the original
plan, the Italian government demanded a careful selection of prisoners of war for
return to their historical homeland based on their political and national loyalty,
which, of course, slowed down the repatriation process significantly. To implement
that plan, the War Ministry of the Kingdom in agreement with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs founded a special military mission.™ Its duties included establishing
the reliability of prisoners and accompanying them during their repatriation to Italy.

® A. Di Michele, Between Two Uniforms. Italian-Speaking Subjects of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire in the First World War and in Russian Captivity [in Russian], trans. M.G. Talalai
(St Petersburg: Aleteya, 2022).

" M. Rossi, | Prigionieri Dello Zar. Soldati Italiani Dell'esercito Austro-Ungarico Nei Lager
Della Russia (1914-1918) (Milan: Mursia, 1997).

8F. Mazzini, “Patriottismo condizionato. Identita e patrie dei soldati trentini, 1914-1920,”
Contemporanea, vol. 13, no. 3 (2010): 457-86.

°R. Guarasci, Cosma Manera e la Legione Redenta: la storia e I'archivio (Canterano: Aracne,
2018).

19 A. Di Michele, “Patrioti irredenti o fedeli servitori dell’imperatore? Immagini e realta dei
soldati di lingua italiana nell’Esercito austro-ungarico durante la Grande Guerra,” in Il 1918. La
Vittoria e il Sacrificio. Congresso di Studi storici internazionali (Roma 17-18 ottobre 2018). Atti
del congresso (Rome: Ministry of Defence, 2019), 332.

1 Di Michele, Between Two Uniforms, 164.
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The mission consisted of 21 officers and was headed by Lieutenant-Colonel Achille
Bassignano. The Special Military Mission arrived in Kirsanov on August 9, 1916."2
The first repatriation of prisoners of war, numbering 1,720 men, took place on
September 14, 1916. By mid-October of that year, two more groups of prisoners of
war with a total of 2,420 men had been sent from the Kirsanov camp to Italy."

As head of the Special Military Mission, Lieutenant-Colonel Bassignano decided
to increase the number of prisoners of war who would join the armed forces of Italy
to 6,000 men in October 1916."* That number was agreed upon in Petrograd with
Emperor Nicholas 11."> From its headquarters located in the Astoria Hotel, the
mission began sending its members to Moscow, Tambov, and Kiev to try to recruit
more prisoners of war and transport them to Kirsanov.'®

In March 1917, Major Cosma Manera arrived in Russia from Italy to assist
Lieutenant-Colonel A. Bassignano.'” He introduced changes to the agitation work
with prisoners of war. Now it was based on the generously distributed promises to
take care of the families of prisoners of war. Manera believed that when prisoners of
war realized that Italy could become a homeland not only for themselves but also for
their families, they would ask to be sent to Italy."®

As a result of the activities of the Special Military Mission, the number of Italian
prisoners of war transferred from other camps of the Russian Empire to Kirsanov
steadily increased. Bassignano and his assocaites received daily information about
groups of prisoners of war who had agreed to repatriation to Italy. On September 1,
1917, there were already 1,900 men in the Kirsanov camp ready for dispatch.*®

After arriving in Russia, Manera was sent to Kirsanov with the aim of reorganizing
the camp administration.” First of all, he ordered the improvement of the sanitary
condition of the premises where the prisoners of war were kept. Upon arrival at the
camp, each of the prisoners was given a uniform and underwear.* They were then
sent to the bathhouse, after which they were examined in the infirmary and given any
missing vaccinations. Next, the prisoners were distributed in the barracks according

12 G. Bazzani, Soldadi italiani nella Russia in fiamme 1915-1920, Legione trentina (Trento:
Trentino Legion of the National Association of War Volunteers, 1933), 54.

13 Bazzani, Soldadi italiani nella Russia, 61-63.

14 Di Michele, Between Two Uniforms, 171.

1> Bazzani, Soldadi italiani nella Russia, 58.

S A. Bellezza, Tornare in Italia: come i prigionieri trentini in Russia divennero italiani
(1914-1920) (Bologna: Il mulino, 2016).

7 Guarasci, Cosma Manera e la Legione Redenta, 23.

18 Mazzini, “Patriottismo condizionato,” 474.

19 Di Michele, Between Two Uniforms, 202.

20 Dj Michele, Between Two Uniforms, 198.

21 A.F.M. Biagini, In Russia tra guerra e rivoluzione: La missione militare italiana, 1915-1918
(Rome: Ufficio storico SME, 1983), 122.
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to their territorial origin. Each received a straw mattress and a specific place on the
bunks. For daily cleaning, orderlies were appointed from among the prisoners of war
in rotation. Their duties included cleaning the premises and bunks as well as lighting
the stoves. The premises were ventilated three times a day for half an hour each time.
The straw mattresses were required to be aired out daily, and drinking water, which
came from the local wells, had to be boiled to avoid gastrointestinal diseases.**

The prisoners’ nutrition was improved as well, and they were also paid a daily
allowance of 20 kopecks.?® Next, Manera ordered the entire camp contingent to be
divided into companies (of 200 men each) and began conducting military exercises.?
Manera also managed to revive patriotic propaganda, which had practically died out
after the first repatriations. For instance, he established the practice of performing
patriotic hymns.” In November 1917, a newly-founded camp newspaper under the
title L irredento [The Irredentist or The Unredeemed] started publishing propaganda
materials.® The purpose of those activities was to maintain cohesion and morale
among the prisoners of war awaiting dispatch to Italy.

Specifically for the prisoners of war in Kirsanov, the brochure Gli irredenti ex
prigionieri liberati dalla Russia. Ai fratelli prigionieri in Russia” [The Irredentists,
Former Prisoners Liberated from Russian Captivity. To the Brothers in Captivity in
Russia] was published in Italy. Its authors were former prisoners repatriated from
Russia. In such a way, they sought to strengthen the patriotic spirit of their fellows
who remained in Russia and in the difficult political situation in Russia, instill in
them hope for a speedy return to Italy. The brochure touched upon the issue of
Russia’s separate peace with the Central Powers. It said that the territories where
most of them had previously lived became part of Italy and that the victory of
Austria-Hungary and Germany was impossible. The brochure also reported on how
warmly Italy had welcomed its returning sons. It also described the amenities
provided to them by the Kingdom of Italy.?’

The Kirsanov camp also began to celebrate Italy’s national holidays. A new
tradition was established: ceremonial formations was made of twelve companies of
prisoners of war, accompanied by the performance of the Royal March and the
raising of the flag, which had been embroidered by Russian nuns at the request of the

22 «K jrsanovskii uezdnyi voinskii nachal'nik” [Kirsanov Uyezd Military Commander]. F. 510,
op. 1, d. 33, I. 389. Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Tambovskoi oblasti [State Archive of Tambov Oblast]
(GATO), Tambov, Russia.

2% Bazzani, Soldadi italiani nella Russia, 119.

24 Bazzani, Soldadi italiani nella Russia, 119.

2% Di Michele, Between Two Uniforms, 198.

26 Bellezza, Tornare in Italia.

2" Bellezza, Tornare in Italia.
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prisoners of war.?® The prisoners of war who had changed their minds about leaving
for Italy were allowed to leave Kirsanov of their own free will and return to the
camps where they had been before agreeing to accept the offer of the Kingdom of
Italy.?® To alleviate the boredom caused by the endless wait for dispatch to Italy,
prisoners of war spent a great deal of time reading books and newspapers.*

The captive officers in the camp were divided into two groups. The struggle
between them over whether to accept Italy’s offer was waged not only in the political
but also in the cultural sphere. For instance, those who were not eager to fight for the
interests of the Kingdom of Italy organized a concert with dancing on June 3, 1917 in
Kirsanov, which ended only when the “young ladies” left the premises. The
following day, those who had accepted Italy’s offer organized their own concert. On
July 10, an Italian military delegation arrived in Kirsanov. The prisoners of war who
had agreed to repatriation held a celebration in honor of that event and hung out the
Italian flag. After that, the prisoners of war who had not accepted the Italian
government’s offer were forced to leave the camp. Their dwellings were searched by
a group consisting of a Russian officer and two lower ranks from among the Italian
prisoners of war accompanying him. On the day of departure of the “dissidents,” they
were subjected to insults from the “patriots” of Italy at the railway station.**

Beginning form February 1917, the political situation in Russia deteriorated almost
daily. The February Revolution led to the abdication of Nicholas 11 and the formation
of the Provisional Government, which decided on March 4, 1917 that it would adhere
to the international obligations assumed by the previous authorities.®* However, a
dual power structure had formed in the country. In such a situation, in response to
their requests for help, the Italian staff of the Special Military Mission could receive
only formal statements of support from the Russian leadership. The Italians were
forced to independently solve the problems of maintaining prisoners in the camp and
their repatriation by negotiation with representatives of the local administration.*

In Kirsanov, the Italian prisoners of war of officer rank sided with the
accomplished revolution. On April 28, 1917, the officers’ assembly decided to
support the Provisional Government. On April 30, the prisoner representatives of the
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command staff hung a red flag and decided to take part in “the May Day socialist
procession” together with the soldiers at the invitation of the local revolutionary
committee. Throughout the day on May 1, the prisoners of war of the Kirsanov camp
enjoyed almost unlimited freedom. Music played throughout the city. After lunch,
20,000 residents and between 6,000 and 8,000 soldiers marched with red flags. The
Italian prisoner officers marched at the head of the lower ranks surrounded by
Russian soldiers. The Italians sang the Marseillaise and the Internationale. At the
rally, everyone shouted and applauded loudly. However, not everything was
unambiguous and unconditional in such a festive atmosphere. According to the
memoirs of one of the prisoners of war, among the participants of the May Day
procession “there was a rumor about some not very clearly specified incident” with
the Italian flag on that day, and the next morning the prisoners were subjected to
insults for shouting in Italian.*

Along with the growing political tension in Russian society, the economic situation
in the country also began to deteriorate: the railways, post, and telegraph began to
work intermittently. Food began to run short. In taverns, food was dispensed
according to rations, and bread was issued on ration cards.*® The prisoners of war
who worked on the railway in Kirsanov wrote that their wages were insufficient for
anything.*® Food difficulties also affected the ration of their camp meals, which
became “meagre and nauseating.” In the morning and evening, tea and three rusks
were given to prisoners of war; at lunch, soup with potatoes, 100 grams of meat or
fish, including bones and offal. For the second course, two spoonfuls of millet
porridge with the addition of linseed oil were provided. Bread was allocated in the
amount of 600 grams per person,®” and it became very difficult to buy it for money,
as local residents stopped selling bread to prisoners of war. They had to dress in
civilian clothes, go out of town, and look for bread in the villages. The prisoners
recalled later that they were immensely happy when they found an opportunity to buy
bread.*®

In the summer of 1917, correspondence between prisoners of war and their
families ceased. One of the prisoners wrote that he had stopped receiving mail from
South Tyrol.* The political situation in Kirsanov had a depressing effect on the
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prisoners of war. At the beginning of the summer of 1917,% the situation became
even more acute when merchant A. Trunin was elected to the post of commissar of
security.** The Kirsanov press dubbed him “the monarch of the city of Kirsanov.” In
his appeals, Trunin incited the population of Kirsanov and the lower ranks among the
prisoners against the officers.”” In June 1917, the Kirsanov garrison under the
command of V. Mikhnevich arrested Trunin and his supporters*® and twenty soldiers
and civilians were injured during the arrest. The tragic circumstances of that event,
which occurred 200 meters from the site where the prisoners of war lived,
significantly affected their psycho-emotional state.** One of them later recalled:

Another time | was left alone for half a day to guard the horses in the field. That
day, in solitude, |1 was overcome by such a feeling of sadness that | moaned; then
| picked some wildflowers, made a bouquet of them, and offered it to the
Madonna. I still have this little bouquet of flowers, after 42 years. “By the grace
of the Madonna I will soon return to see my loved ones.” That is what I
thought.*®

Some prisoners of war began to talk about refusing the Italian offer and becoming
Austrians again. Learning of such talk, Major C. Manera organized an event to mark
the anniversary of the dispatch of the first group of prisoners of war to Italy on
September 20, 1917 and gave a speech in which he promised to speed up the process
of leaving for Italy.*®

Meanwhile, fierce disputes were raging in the Italian government over the
repatriation of prisoners. In June 1917, Deputy Chief of the General Staff,
Lieutenant-General C. Porro, called for the transfer of all prisoners of war from
Russia regardless of their political views. He believed that reunification with families
in the newly annexed territories would be perceived by them as invaluable care of the
Italian government for its citizens.*” The Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sidney
Sonnino categorically opposed that plan, believing that such a decision would lead to
the infiltration of Austrian spies into Italy together with the repatriates.*®
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Meanwhile in Russia, Bassignano planned to complete the gathering of prisoners
of war for their subsequent dispatch to Italy in August 1917.* The head of the
Special Military Mission asked his government to send Italian steamships but
received a refusal motivated by the complexity of the political and economic
situation. The Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs petitioned the British government
for the allocation of a steamship for the repatriation of prisoners of war but also
received a refusal.”

Members of the mission also approached organizations and private companies in
other countries to charter a ship.”* In October 1917, they finally managed to find the
vessel Stentor ready to transport 600 prisoners of war to Italy. But due to the poor
operation of the telegraph, Major C. Manera learned that with a considerable delay.
On October 10, 1917, a train with 600 prisoner soldiers and 10 officers left
Kirsanov.> On October 15, it arrived in Vologda. There, a message was received
from an employee of the Italian embassy in Petrograd that the ship that was supposed
to transport the prisoners of war had already left Arkhangelsk.”® Due to the
impossibility of accommodating such a number of prisoners of war in Arkhangelsk, it
was decided to leave them in VVologda.>

By November 1917, the staff of the Special Mission had managed to concentrate
57 officers and about 2,500 soldiers in Kirsanov.>® France agreed to evacuate some of
them from Russia, but only on condition of landing in Morocco where they would
have to enlist in the Foreign Legion, but the prisoners of war refused such an offer.

At the end of October 1917, Bassignano reported that the prisoners of war held in
the Kirsanov camp feared for their lives due to the risk of reprisals from Russian
soldiers as well as the physical impossibility of wintering in Kirsanov. It was also
reported that delay in dispatch could lead to the strengthening of Austrian propaganda
in the new irredentist lands.”’

After the establishment of Soviet power, the Decree on Peace was adopted on
November 8, 1917, which invited tall warring countries to conclude an armistice and
begin negotiations for the conclusion of a peace treaty “without annexations or
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indemnities.”® In December 1917, peace negotiations with Germany began, creating
the prerequisites for the conclusion of a separate peace.”® It was assumed that an
exchange of prisoners of war would take place. For its part, the Soviet authorities
released prisoner soldiers, equating them with citizens of Russia. The downside of
that decision was that they lost the right to maintenance from the Russian
government. The prisoner officers did not receive such privileges; they were
considered an imperialist element that was to be held in camps.*’Among the local
population, hostility towards the Italian prisoners of war increased; they were left to
fend for themselves, and food was no longer issued to them.®! The Italian Embassy
ceased to make postal transfers, as they were stolen in the Russian post, and also to
transfer funds through couriers, since they were often robbed. Banks were also
closed.®

In those conditions, the head of the Kirsanov camp Manera sent a message to the
Commission for Assistance to Refugees from the Adriatic and Trentino. It spoke of
the difficult situation of the prisoners of war and the lack of transport ships. For the
first time, the proposal was made to transport the prisoners of war to Japan and to
repatriate them to Italy from there. Without informing head of the mission
Bassignano and the War Ministry of his plans, Manera violated the chain of
command. Manera’s arbitrariness caused discontent in the military department, which
was not satisfied with the fact that the Commission for Assistance to Refugees from
the Adriatic and Trentino could publicize the current situation, if necessary, through
the national press, accusing the Italian government of causing it.%

Realizing the hopelessness of the situation, the Italian authorities were forced to
admit that sending prisoners of war to the east of Russia turned out to be the only way
to save them.*

Manera divided all the prisoners of war under his command (2,000 men) into
groups of 40 men. It was necessary so that in the event of capture of one carriage, a
small number of prisoners could disperse to other groups. A prisoner of war who
spoke Russian well was appointed senior.®® Manera then agreed with the head of the
Kirsanov station that a carriage with prisoners of war would be attached to each next
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train going to Siberia. It was assumed that within 20—25 days all prisoners would be
sent from Kirsanov, as three trains passed through its railway station per day towards
Siberia. The first group left Kirsanov on December 28, 1917.%° The departure from
the camp continued until February 1918.%

Manera showed the group leaders information about railway junctions and
branches through which it was possible to change to another train in the event of an
unforeseen situation. He also issued documents for obtaining Italian citizenship and a
“certificate of repatriation” for every 10 men.®® Head of the mission Bassignano
allocated 300,000 rubles for transport and food expenses.®® Directly upon departure
from Kirsanov to Vladivostok, prisoners of war were issued 40 rubles, which were to
be set aside to buy bread in an emergency, as unforeseen circumstances could arise
along the way."

Lieutenant Babich, who was escorting prisoners of war that had found themselves
in Vologda against their will, was ordered to send his charges to Chelyabinsk via the
Trans-Siberian Railway, following the same procedure.” The first group of 120 men
left on December 25, 1917, and the last, on December 31.7

Conclusion

In the town of Kirsanov in 1917, there was a camp for Austro-Hungarian prisoners
of war of Italian nationality who had accepted the offer of the Italian government to
join the armed forces of the Kingdom of Italy. The Italian government’s decision to
repatriate the prisoners of war who had voluntarily accepted the offer turned the
Kirsanov camp, which was supposed to become a place of waiting for dispatch to
Italy, into a platform for ideological education. However, the revolutionary events
altered the prisoners’ situation. During the period of aggravation of the internal
situation in Russia, the status of representatives of a “friendly nation” lost its
significance. Italian prisoners of war turned from allies into enemies. The food crisis
and the threat of a separate peace, which would have led to the extradition of
prisoners of war to Austria-Hungary, forced the command of the Kirsanov camp to
evacuate the Italian prisoners of war to the Far East in order to send them on to Italy
from there. Further study of this topic requires work with Italian archival sources,
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which will make it possible to reveal the role of prisoners of war in subsequent events
in the Far East and in the Civil War.
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