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0 KaHLepe repMaHcKoro eanHCTBa Peyenaum

New monograph by B.V. Petelin about the Chancellor of German unity

Review of Petelin, B.V. Gel'mut Kol': byt' nemtsem. Stranitsy biografii [Helmut
Kohl: Being German. Biography pages]. St Petersburg: Vladimir Dal', 2021. (In
Russian)

Abstract. The monograph under review examines the pages of life and political activities of
Helmut Kohl, the Chancellor of German unity. The source base of the book includes materials from
Russian and German archives, documentary collections, memoirs, and publications on the subject
under research. Thanks to this, the author was able to show that the solution of the German question
was possible not only due to the external and internal factors but also due to the political will of
Helmut Kohl.
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Monorpadust o I'enbmyre Koje M3BECTHOrO pOCCHUHCKOIO y4E€HOTO-F€pMaHUCTa
JOKTOpa HCTOPUYECKMX HayK, mpodeccopa YepenoBerKoro rocyaapcTBEHHOTO
yuuBepcuteta b.B. Iletenuna siBisercss pe3ynbTaToM MHOTOJIETHEH pabOThl aBTOpa
10 U3YYEHHIO UCTOPUU XPUCTHAHCKO-IeMOKpaTruueckoro coro3a (XJ[C) I'epmanuu, a
Takke MupHoi peBomonuu 1989—-1990 rr., nmpuseanieit kK 0ObEAUHEHUIO CTPAHBI U
CTaHOBJICHUIO enuHOW EBpombl. PaHee ydeHbIM ObLIM HamucaHbl Ouorpaduyeckue
Tpyel 0 Bombgranre [oiione', Kypre Bunenkomnde” u ®panue Moszede tpayce’.

B npeaucnoBun b.B. Iletenun cTaBUT psAa BOMPOCOB: «KAaK M KaKUM 00pazom
Komnro ynanoce 00beAMHUTD CTpaHy?»; «IeHCTBUTENBHO JIU cyacThe /it Koms u Bcex
pa3esIeHHbIX CTEHOM HEMIIEB yMajo ¢ Heba?»; WM BCE K€ «KaHIUIep OKa3ajcs
HE3aypSIHBIM MOJTHTHKOM, CTPATEroM M TOHKHM TakTHKOM?»'. Ha Haur B3risj, B

' lemenun B.B. Bonbdranr [loiibne: gonras >xu3Hp B nonuThke // HoBas u HoBeifmas
uctopus. 2020. Ne 3. C. 179-191.

? [Temenun B.B. Kypr bunenxond // Bonpocs! ucropuu. 2016. Ne 11. C. 16-27.

3 [Memenun B.B. ®paunn Nosed Illtpayc — GaBapckuil MOIMTHK eBPOIEHCKOro Macmraba //
I'epmanusi: rocymapcTBo, OOIIECTBO, YeNoBeK: cOOpHUK HaydHbIX ctarteir. Cepus: «['epmaHcKue
uccnenoBanuss B Cubupu» / orBerctBeHHbI pemaktop JILH. KopueBa. Kemeposo:
KysbaccBy3uznar, 2015. C. 205-218.

* ITemenun B.B. Tensmyr Konb: Gbitb Hemiem. Crpannisl Guorpadun. Cankt-IlerepGypr:
Bnagumup lans, 2021. C. 8.
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X0J/Ie TOBECTBOBAHUSI aBTOpP CIHPABISIETCS C 3aJayell W HaxOAUT OTBEThl Ha
MOCTaBJIEHHBIE BOIIPOCHI.
[lepByto rnaBy «l'enbMyT Komb: craHoBieHue

MHOJUTHUKA b.B. Ileremun MHOCBSIIAET
5. B. IETEAWH (I)OpMI/IPOBaHI/IIO Kong KaKk JIMYHOCTHU n KaK
r EABM \]' I IIOJIMTUYECKOTO  ACATCIIA. ABTOp nUmIeT, 4YTO

OyIyIIui KaHIJIEp BBIPOC B KATOJUYECKOU CEMbE,
IZI€ BCE TEPNMMO OTHOCUJIMCH K IIPOTECTAHTaM.
NMeHHO ATOT (DakT ChIrpall BAXKHYIO POJib B BHIOOpE
Oynymux  TMOJUTHYECKUX  TPEANOYTeHUH — —
XpUCTHAHCKON nemokpatun. B 1946 r. I'enpmyt
Bctynaer B XJIC, a B cieayroleM roay akTHUBHO
Y4aCTBYET B CO3JIaHUM B CBOEM POJHOM TOpPOJIE
JlronBurcxadene MECTHOTO OTAEJIEHUS
MOJIOAEKHOro corw3a mapruu. b.B. Ilerenun
oTMeuaeT, uto Koub, eme ydyach B 1IKOJIE, BhICKA3aJl
kKellaHue crarh KaHigiepom ['epmanuu. OH xoren
BUJIETH CBOIO POJIMHY €IMHOU U IIPOHEC 3TO JKEIIAHUE
yepe3 BCIO JKH3HB . ABTOP MOKA3bIBAET MOJIOIOIO
Konst crmocoOHbIM HIKOIBHUKOM U CTYACHTOM C TTTyOOKMMH 3HAaHUSIMU IO UCTOPUH,
JUTEpAType, S3bIKY, IOpUCOpYIAeHUUH, ¢uaocopur U TOBOPUT O TOM, UTO
IYMaHUTAPHBIN CKJIAJ yMa IOHOIIM TMOBJHMSJI Ha BBIOOp €ro CrHelUalu3aluu: €ro
cranu nosmrudyeckue Hayku. b.B. Ilerennn ormeuaer, uro Kosb noHsII, 4TO HENb34
OTKa3bIBaThCSI OT HWCTOpUU, KakOoW Obl OHa HE ObUIa, KaK HEJIb3S «IPEOJIOJIETh
TPOIIIOe», HE M3BJIEKAsh M3 HEro YpPOKH s Oymymero’. ABTOp paccKasbiBaeT O
cembe Ko, moapoOHO oOcCTaHABIMBAasCh HAa JMYHOCTU €ro MEepBOM JKEHbl —
XanHenope, Kotopasi ObUTa HaCTOSIIEH OMOPON U THUIOM TOJIUTHKA HA MPOTSKECHUU
MOYTH BCEH €ro >KM3HW M TOJUTHUYECKON aesTenpHOocTH. Bo BTOpOoM maparpade
nepBoii rnaBbl b.B. Ilerenun numer o Bpemenu mnpeObiBanus Konsi Ha mocty
MpeMbep-MUHUCTpaA TpaBUTENbCTBAa 3eMind Pelnnana-Ildansn. MMeHHO B 3TOT
nepuoji, mo MHeHuo aBTopa, ['enbmyT Konib Hauan dopmupoBaTbesi Kak MOJUTHUK
dbenepanbHOro ypoBHs . AMOHIHO3HOE JKeTaHHe caeIaTh MaiiHIl OQHUM U3 LIEHTPOB
@®PI" cocobcTBOBANIO POCTY €ro MOMYJISPHOCTH KaK MOJUTHYECKOTO JAESTENs U 3a
npeaenamMu 3Tou ¢geaepanbHoi 3emiid. UMeHHO Takol MOAX0J] K CBOUM MapTHHHBIM
obsi3anHocTsiM npuBen Komst B 1973 r. B kpecio mpeacenatens XJC. Ilpasna,
nepBble TOJAbl HA ATOM TMocTy ObuM ciaoxHbiMA: XJIC mnpourpeiBasa Ha

KoAb:
BLITD
HEMIIEM

CTPAHHLILI
BHOIPA]DII

> [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Komb: 661Th HemueM. Ctpanuis: 6uorpadun. C. 13.
% [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Komb: 6bitb Hemuem. Ctpannis: 6uorpadun. C. 14
" [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koub: 6b1Ts HemueM. Ctpannmst 6uorpadun. C. 24.
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napjiaMeHTcKux BbIOOpax 1976, 1980 rr., a Takke NPUXOAUIOCH OOPOTHCS C
CHIBHBIM  BIMSAHMEM mpeacemartenss  Oasapckoro XCC  ®.J.  Illrpayca,
npeTeHI0BaBIIero Ha JjuaepcTBo BHyTpu koamunuu XJ[C/XCC. B Bepxax mapTtuu
NOHAYyaly BBICKA3bIBAJINCh MHEHUSA O TOM, 4ro «Komb — wurpymka B pykax
IlItpayca»®. C apyroii CTOPOHbBI, IMEHHO B 3TH € TOJbI B COI03¢ ObIJI TI0JrOTOBJICH
nokyMeHT «[IporpaMma mpUHLIMIIOB», TA€ KpPOME MpPOYero paspadarbiBanach
CTpaTerusi peueHus repManckoro Bompoca. b.B. Ilerenun ormeuaer, 4TO
«repmaHckas noiuTuka Konis He umena Obl ycrexa, eciid Obl Uil Hee He ObLIo
OCHOBaHHiD» . B MOATBEP)KIEHHE CBOMX CIOB aBTOpP MPHBOIUT CTATHCTHYECKHE
naHHble, oTpaxatoue MHeHue HemieB OPI' u I'JIP o packone u oObenuHeHUH
I'epMaHUH, IJie MBI BHIMM TCH/ICHIIMIO K KCJIAHUIO BOCCOCIMHEHHS .

Bo Bropoii rnaBe «Ha mocty kaHmwiepa 1982—-1989 rr.» b.B. Ilerenun
packpbiBaeT noautuyeckue peanun OPI u pons Kot B HUX HakaHyHE 3M0XaIbHOTO
coOpiTuss — oObenuHeHuss [‘epmanuun. B mnepBoM maparpade r11aBel aBTOp
paccMaTpuBaeT anmnapar TePMaHCKOW IOJIMUTUKH, B KOTOPOM, IO €ro MHEHMIO,
OosbiIyto poib urpano «BemomcTtBo (denepanbHOro kaHiyiepa». MckmarountenbHO
31ecb, a HE B MHUHHUCTEPCTBE WHOCTPAHHBIX J€J, PEIIAJUCh CIOXKHBIE
BHEIIHEIIOJIUTUYECKUE BOMPOCHI, BO3MOXHO, IOoTOMYy, 4yTto MMUJl BO3rmasmisl
npencenarens CJIIT I.-J]. Tenmep, a ne npencrasurens XJC''. ABrop neranbHo
3HAKOMUT YMTATENS CO CTPYKTYPOU U AESTENBHOCTBIO 3TOr0 BeAOMCTBA. Bo BTOpOoM
naparpade TrJaBbl aBTOPOM PACCMATPUBAIOTCS BO3MOXHOCTH M BapUAHTHI
rE€PMaHCKOM MOJINTUKH Kous. TmarensHO aHaJM3UPyeTCs 1epBoe
IIPaBUTEJILCTBEHHOE 3asiBJIieHUE KaHIiyiepa oT 13 oktsa6ps 1982 r., coaepkasiiee aBa
LEHTPAIbHBIX MOJOXKeHUsA: «HalmoHalbHOE TroCyJapCTBO HEMIIEB pa3pyIICHO.
Hemenkas Haums octanack, W OHa OyJIeT CyIIECTBOBaTh M Jajiiee». ABTOD
CIIPAaBEJIMBO OTMEYAET, YTO O3TOT KPATKUM TE3UC BCTyNal B MPOTUBOPEUYHUE C
yctanoBuBIuMcs noaxoaoM XJC/XCC k uaee «coxpaHenus ['epmaHCKOro peiixay
n ocoszHanuss OPI' B kauecTBe ero <<npaBonpeeMHHKa»12. B tperbem maparpade
riiaBbl b.B. [lerenuH numer o repMaHo-repMaHcKux OoTHoweHusx B 1980-e rr. u o
poiu B HuXx KaHwiepa @OPI. ABtop ormeuaer BaxHOcTh Bcerped Kot c
pykoBozcTBoM ['J/IP B MHTEpecax CKOpEeMIIEro peueHus repMaHcKkoro Bompoca. Tak,
B KHUT'€ MPUBOIATCS CBEAEHUs O udeTbipex BcTpeuax Ko ¢ O. XoHekkepom, Tpex
Teae(OHHBIX pPa3roBopax MEXIy HUMU U TPUAINATH B3aUMHBIX MHCHMEHHBIX
oOpanieHusX, a TaKKe TEKCT COBMECTHOT'O 3asIBJICHUS O ABYCTOPOHHUX MEPErOBOPax,

® Mur. no: ITemenun B.B. I'enemyTt Konb: 661k Hemiiem. Ctpanuiisl ouorpaduu. C. 27.
? [emenun B.B. Tensmyt Komb: 6bith Hemuem. Ctpanuis 6uorpadun. C. 35.

10 [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6brth Hemiem. Crpanurs! 6uorpadum. C. 38—41.

" [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6brth Hemiem. Crpanuis! 6uorpadum. C. 50-51.

12 [Temenun b.B. Tensmyt Konb: 661Th HemiteM. Crpanuist 6uorpadu. C. 65.

Historia provinciae — xxypHan pernoHansHoun uctopuu. 2022. T.6, Ne 2
ISSN 2587-8344 (online) 705



Lobposonbckuli E.C. HoBas MoHorpadmst b.B. MNetenuHa

PeueH3uu
0 KaHunepe repMaHcKoro eaMHCTBa

cocTosBmmxcst 12 mapra 1985 r. B Mockse'”. OHO# U3 BaXKHBIX YacTeil TepMaHCKOIl
noautuku XJIC/XCC, mo muenuto b.B. Ilerenuna, ctamm eXeromaHble MOCIAHUS
Koma «O mnonoxeHun Hauuu B paslaencHHod [epmaHum», TAe colepixanach
uHopmaIus O OKU3HCHHBIX YyCIOBUSX B o0enx ['epmaHusIX, BHOCHINCH
npenoxkeHus: 00 OSKOHOMHYECKOM, KyJIbTYPHOW W TOJUTUYECKOM MOMOIIU
nacenennio I'JIP'Y. Takue mocmanus, a Takke BHMMATEIbHOE OTHOIIeHHEe Kois K
BOCTOYHOT€PMAHCKOMY T'OCYJApCTBY CIejanu BO3MOXKHBIM B 1987 r. Buzutr B OPI’
Opuxa XOHHEKepa, O 4YeM TOBOPUTCS B UETBEpPTOM maparpade riaBbl. ABTOp
MPUBOJUT METKOEe BbIpakeHue Koig 0 TOM, 4UTO «BHyTpUTr€pMaHCKas JABEPhb
OTKPBIIACH HACTOJIBKO IIUPOKO, UTO CTAT BO3MOXKEH BH3UT XOHHEKEpa» .

Tpetbs, 00beMHas raaBa MoHorpapuu — «l'epMaHCKHIl BONPOC» — MOBECTBYET O
coObITUsIX KOHIA 1980-x TIT., TpEeAIIECTBOBABIIMX KIOYEBOMY COOBITHIO >KU3HH
kanuepa Kons — nagennto bepiauHckoii cTeHsl 1 00beIMHEHNIO CTpaHbl. B nepBom
naparpade aBTop paccmatpuBaeT B3aumooTHouieHuss ®PI" u CCCP B pakypce
MOMBITOK PEHIeHUs] TePMAHCKOIO BOMNpPOCa, OCHOBBIBAasACh Ha JaHHBIX [opOaues-
®onpa. b.B. Ilerenun mumer o ceHcaunonHou mnoesnke llltpayca B MockBy B
1987 r. nna meperoBopoB ¢ I['opOaueBbiM. ABTOp, OTMeYash aHTHaAMEPUKAHU3M
npencenarenss XCC, nenaer cripaBelJIMBbIA BBIBOJ O TOM, YTO

octanscs Lltpayc xuB, oobeauHenne ['epManuu, BO3MOKHO, COMTPOBOXKIAIOCH OBl

16
n3menenuem poau CIHIA B EBpome .

ABTOp aKIIEHTUPYET BHUMAHHE Ha CHUMBOJIU3ME JaThl HEOXKUIAHHOM CMEPTH
IlItpayca — 3 oxTsa6ps 1988 T., poBHO 3a 1Ba roxa m0 oObeauHerHus [epmannn''. Bo
BTOopoM mnaparpade riaBel b.B.Iletenun paccMmarpuBaeT Temy, NpPaKTHUYECKU HE
M3YYCHHYIO B OTEYECTBEHHOW wucTtopuorpaduu u cinabo M3y4EHHYIO B HEMELKOU
ucropuorpadpuu — BHyTpunaptuitHeiii kKoHGIUKT B XJIC B 1988-1989 rr. mMexmy
reHepasibHbIM cekperapem XJIC X. INaiicnepom u npeacegarenem XJ[C I'. Komem.
«OCHOBHOW MPUYMHON KpHU3HUCA SBISETCA TO, YTO COKO3 Pa3/eNuiICA HA JIBE MapTUH:
OJlHa — TMpaBUTENIbCTBEHHAs, BTopas — ocTanbHasg yacTh X/[C. Buna 3a mogoGHoe
noyoxeHne Bosnaranach Ha Koms»'®. Ho «moxom» npotuB Konst He cocrosuics.
Haob6opoT, BbickazaB Ha mapTUMHOM che3lie B BucOaneHne uaer o TOM, YTO KIHOY
pEeLIEHNs TEPMAHCKOI0 BONPOCa HYHO ucKkaTh B Mockse, Konb Hamen noanepxky B
munie A. Jlperrepa, mpencemarens dpakuuu XJIC/XCC B OyHaectare, KOTOPBIi

1 [Temenun b.B. Tensmyt Konb: 661Th HemiteM. Crpanuist Grorpadum. C. 79-82.

4 [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6brth Hemiem. Crpanuris! 6uorpadun. C. 94.

1 Mur. no: IHemenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6b1b Hemiem. Crpanumst Guorpadun. C. 105.
' [Temenun b.B. Tensmyt Konb: 661th Hemitem. Crpanuist Guorpadum. C. 135,

" ITemenun b.B. Tensmyt Komb: 661th Hemitem. Crpanuist Guorpadum. C. 140.

'8 [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6brth Hemiem. Crpanuris! 6uorpadum. C. 144.
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OTMETUJI, YTO B PEUICHWH TE€PMAHCKOTO BOIIPOCA CIEAYET HCIIOIb30BaTh <3Py
19 .
['opOauesay . b.B. IleTenun noaBoaAuT cripaBeIIMBbIA UTOT 3TOr0 KpU3HUCa:

repMaHcKoe eIMHCTBO OykBanbHO craciio Kois, nbo nocne nanenus bepaunckoii

20
CTCHBI AYMAaTb O €TI0 CMCIICHUU OBLIO IIpOCTO HCIIPUIIUYHO .

B Tpethem u uerBepTOM maparpadax TIaBbl PACCMATPUBAIOTCS ACTICKTHI
commkenus no3unuii Koms m ['opOayeBa mo TrepMaHCKOMY BOIPOCY, a TaKKe
cOOBITHSI HOBOH (Da3bl B FepMAaHO-T€PMAHCKUX OTHOUIECHUSX. ABTOP MUILET O MEPBIX
BCTpEUax JBYX JHUAEPOB TOCYNAPCTB, OTMEUAET HEKYK) JBOJIIOLHMIO BO B3IJISIAX
MOJIMTUKOB Ha MOTEHIMaldbHOEe o0beanHeHue ['‘epmanuu u enunyio Espormy,
oTmeyaer cyioBa Kot 0 ToM, 4TO €BpOIEUCKUN IIPOLIECC HE SABIIAETCS MPENSATCTBUEM
IUJI TEPMAHCKOTO emuuctBa’ . B.B. Ileremun NPUBOJUT CTATUCTUYECKUE JAHHBIE O
COIMAILHO-OBITOBOM Jku3HM Tpaxiaan OPIT u T'JIP, oTHomenuum k oO61mei
HAallMOHAJIbHOW TPUHAJIEKHOCTH HEMIEB, K BOCCOCIMHEHUIO l'epMaHuum U K
F€PMAHCKOMY BOIIPOCY, KOTOpPbIE CBHUJIETEILCTBOBAIU O JKEJIAHHUM W OCO3HAHUU
HEOOXOMMOCTH BCEM HEMI[AM XKHTb B OIHOMH CTpaHe™.

UeTBepTas riaBa moja Ha3BaHueM «Tak magarOT CTEHBD) MOCBSIIEHA COOBITHSIM
ocenu 1989 r., pazpopaunBaBiuMcs B bepiaune. B nepBoii riaBe maparpada aBTop
NPAKTUYECKHA IO JHSM OIKCHIBAET IIArd TJIABHBIX JACHCTBYIOIIMX JIAL[ COOBITHIA:
I'. Konsa, M.C. TI'op6aueBa, D. Xonekkepa, ['.-J[. 'enmepa, P. 3aiitepca, B. [lloiibe,
Y aHAJIM3UPYS UX, JE€TAET CACAYIONIUN BHIBO/I:

nepuon 1987-1989 rr. cran mepenomubiM B repmanckor momutuke XJC/XCC.
Takue m3MeHeHus ObLTM BbI3BaHBI BIMSIHHEM COBETCKOW mepecTpoiiku. Bmecte c
teM pykoBojicTBO DOPI" He (opcupoBano pa3BuTHe PEBOJIIOIMOHHBIX COOBITHN B
I'JIP. ITomutmueckoe OankporcTBo pekuma CEIIlT coctosyiock panbplie, 4em B
MOBECTKY JHS ObUl BHECEH BOMNPOC O BOCCOEAMHEHHHM JIBYX TI€pMaHCKUX

23
roCyapcTB™”.

Bo BropoM maparpade riiaBpl aBTOp MBITAETCS OTBETUTh Ha BOIPOCHI, KAKUX
«uBeToB» Obwia peomonuss B [JIP, KakoBbl €€ XPOHOJOTUYECKHE paMKh?
b.B. [lerenun nomnaraer, 4To camMH PEBOJIOLMOHHBIE COOBITUS HAYAJINUCh B OKTAOpPE
1989 1. ¢ MaccoBBIX IMOJUTHUYECKUX JAEMOHCTpalldid, TaKuX, HaIpuMep, Kak

¥ 1ur. no: ITemenun B.B. I'enemyt Komb: 661Th HeMiieM. Ctpanwuisl ouorpagpuu. C. 146.
2% ITemenun B.B. Tensmyt Konb: 66T HemueM. Crpanmnis! 6uorpaduu. C. 156.

! [Temeaun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuis 6uorpaduu. C. 166.

*2 [Temeaun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuist onorpaduu. C. 196-207.
 ITemenun B.B. Tensmyt Konb: GbiTh HemueM. Crpanuis: 6norpadun. C. 228-229.
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«Jleunuurckue TeMOHCTPALMU MO HOHGI[GJ'IBHI/IK&M))24. HNrorom 3tx cOOBITHI CTaI
orcraBku J. XoHekkepa u B. Illtoda, Ha cMeny kotopeiM npumuiu J. KpeHu u
X. Mogapos. I'/IP Bctynuia B nepuoj NoJuTHYECKor aronuu. Kosib, moHumas, 4to
TaKU€ «IPUOOpPETEHHs] TEpATh HENb3s, BBIABUTACT P MOJUTHUYECKUX H
DKOHOMMYECKUX YCIOBUM pyKOBOACTBY ['/IP», 3adBisis, 4TO «TOJBKO B ITOM CiIy4yae
®PTI" noiizer Ha OGIIMPHYIO YKOHOMHYECKYI0 oMot . b.B. [Terenun He cunraer,
yTo 1OA0OHBIe 3asBiueHus [. Kons sBISIMCH yJIbTUMATyMOM JJIi BOCTOYHBIX
HEMIIEB, TaK KAaK IO MOXO0XHUM CLEHApPUSM YXKE IUIM 3KOHOMHYECKHE pepOopMbI B
Benrpun u ITombme™®. B TperbeM maparpade IVIaBbI aBTOP CTABHT aKTyalbHBIN
Borpoc: «ITouemy pyxnyna bepnunckast crena?» [1lo muenuto b.B. Iletenuna, Henb3s
OJIHO3HAYHO U 0Oe3aneyuIsIMUOHHO OTBETUTh HAa TO, OBUIO JM TNaJCHUE CTEHBI
CIIOHTAaHHBIM WJIM CIELMAbHO MPUYPOUYECHHbIM K jgare 9 Hos0ps. b.B. Ilerenun
CIpaBe/JIMBO I0OJAaraeT, 4To B O3TOM COOBITUM €CTh U JIOJI1 CIy4alHOCTU U
IUTAHOMEPHBIE IIATU: «TaK PacropsauiIach UCTOPUsS, HO HE 0€3 BCSIKOW BHYTpPEHHEU
cBs3u»” . Jlanee aBTOp MPAKTHYECKH OMHHYTHO COCTABIISET XPOHOJIOTHIO COOBITHiIl
9 HOs10pst 1989 1. MO 06€ CTOPOHBI CTEHBI, MPUBOAUT CYJALOOHOCHBIE clloBa [ toHTEpa
[ITabGOBCKU O «ITOJOKEHHH, HEMEJJIEHHO BCTYIIAIOIIEM B cnny»zg, b.B. Ilerenun
numieT o BeicTyrieHnu Komst 10 HostOpst B 3anagHom bepimne nepen [énedeprckoit
paTyuieil, rae «KaHIylep NpOSIBUI HE TOJIBKO camMoo0iiaaHue, HO U UYyBCTBO
MPO30PIUBOCTH, KOTJa B OYIIYIOUIEH TOJINE MPOU3HEC ASMOIMOHAIBHYIO pPEYb,
0003HaUMB B HEH TJIABHYIO II€JIb B HAYaBIIMXCS NEpEeMEHaX — BOCCOEIMHEHHE
Haumy. Jlazee IPUBOIUTCS TIOMHBIHA TEKCT BBICTYILICHHS KaHIuIepa .

[TsTas rnaBa «Kaniiep repMaHCcKOro €AMHCTBA» MOBECTBYET O COOBITUAX MOCHE
nagenust bepnuHckoil crenbl u 10 oObenunenus ['epmanuum 3 okta0Ops 1990 r. B
MepBOM Maparpade IIaBbl pacCMaTPUBAIOTCA IUJIaHBI MO BOCCOEAMHEHUIO CTPAHBI.
ABTOp TmOApOoOHO ocTaHaBiuBaercs Ha «lIporpamme 10 mynkToB» Kons u miane
X. Mogaposa. b.B. Ilerenun momnaraet, yto mnocie «myonukanuu nporpammbl OPIT
IIEPEXOUT K MACCHpPOBAHHOMY BMeEIIATENbCTBY BO BHyTpeHHue nena [/IP. bes
MOJI00HOTO BMENIATENIbCTBA MPOIECC 00BEAUHEHUSI OBbITT OBl HEMBICIIUM, a TIOJIUTUKA
Kousi paccuntana Ha coBMecCTHbIe feiicTus Biuacteit IJ[P u ®PI»™. Takxke aBTop
NUIIET 00 UCTOPUU CO3JaHUS ITOrO JOKYMEHTA.

** [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Komb: GbiTh HemueM. Crpanmnis! 6uorpaduu. C. 231.

> ITemenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: GbiTh HemueM. Crpannis: 6rnorpadun. C. 244-245.

%% ITemenun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuis: 6uorpaduu. C. 245.

*" [Temeaun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuis: 6uorpaduu. C. 247.

8 ITur. nio: ITemenun B.B. TensmyT Konb: GbiTh HemueM. Crpanmnis! 6uorpaduu. C. 251.
% [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Konb: GbiTh HemueM. Crpannist 6norpadun. C. 257-260.

3% [Temenun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6bith HemueM. Ctpanuis 6uorpaduu. C. 272.
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B ocnoBe mrana Kons nexana uaes MoapoBa 0 IOrTOBOPHOM COOOIIIECTBE MEXIY
OPI" u I'/IP, HO, ecnu nanee He pa3BUBaTh 3Ty HUJICHO, 3HAYUT IUIBITh IO TEYECHHIO
BCJIE] 34 F,Z[P3l.

[Tostomy I'enbmyt KoJb, NposiBisis MHULMATHUBY, NPEIJIOKUI CBOW B3IJISAI HA
Oyayuiee equHoii ['epManuu. ABTOp NPUBOAUT CYTh UJCH KaHIIEpa:

or goroBopHoro coobmectBa wmexay PP m I['JIP k xkoudenepaTuBHBIM
CTPYKTypaMm, a OT HHX K (heaepaTHBHO-TOCYAAPCTBEHHOMY CTpor0 B [ 'epMaHHH.
Konp ©He mpuHsn TtepmMuH KoH(enepauus, I[OCUYMTaB, 4TO MomoOHas Qopma
rOCYAapCTBEHHOT'O YCTPOWCTBAa MOJKET 3aKpBITh JalbHEIee MpPOJIBMKEHHE K
BOCCOE/IMHCHHUIO CTPAHBI "~

Kpome Toro, uaes koHdenmepanuu Bocxomawina K IuiaHam B. YineOpuxra
1950-x rr., u Kosib He X0Ten MOBTOPATHh UACK0 KOMMYHHUCTHYECKOIO PYKOBOIUTEIS
I'’IP. Janee aBTOPOM OMUCHIBAETCA CYTh T€pMaHCKOM MoauTuku Komns u nepunerun
peuieHust 3Toro Borpoca BHyTpH maptuiiHo koanmunuu XJIC/XCC. Bo BTopom
naparpade nosectByercs 00 yuyactuu OPI" B momutuueckom crpoutensctse B I'JIP.
Oco0oe BHMMaHHE aBTOp YAENsAeT BoIpocy BbliOopa KosieM CBOMX MOJMTHYECKUX
naptHepoB B ['JIP. DToT Bonpoc ObuT BakeH U OJHOBPEMEHHO TPYJIEH Ui KaHIUIepa,
Tak kak mpeacrosmme B 1990 1. BeiOOpel B ['JIP momxHbl OBLIM  CTaTh
CyJIbOOHOCHBIMU B COOBITUSAX OKTSOpa 1990 r. b.B. [lerenun oTMeuaer peiaroliyro
pons Konsg B co3gaHuM JE€MOKPAaTHYECKOTO LIEHTPUCTCKOrO OJIOKA, MOJYYUBIIETO
Ha3BaHME «ANBSHC 3a Iepmanmion™. B Tperbem maparpade IJIaBbl aBTOP
paccykJaeT O BO3MOXHOCTH «cmaceHus» [JIP mpu ycinoBuMm 0O0beIUHEHUS
I'epmanny, numer o nposase miaHa «3a ['epmanuto — exmHoe OteuecTBO»
X.MogpoBa, oTMeyaeT YKIOHUMBYIO Tmo3uiuio [opbayeBa B Oeceme cC
npencraurensimu /I[P, Ilo wmuenuro Ilerenmna, wupes Kons o co3pgaHunm
BHYTPUT€PMAHCKOI'0 BaJIOTHOIO COK03a ITyTEM BBEAECHUS 3alaHOTEPMAHCKON MApKH
B ['JIP moxopoHuia MIAaHCHI HAa MAJIEUIIYI0 CaMOCTOATEIBHOCTh BOCTOYHOU
I'epmanun. «3TO OBUIO CHUJIIBHBIM XOAOM KaHIUIEpa, 4YTO OBUIO HCIOJIb30BAHO B
GopbOe 3a rooca BOCTOYHOrepPMAHCKUX M36upaTenein .

Kak B cBoe Bpems aenexnas peopma B 3amagHoil ['epmanum crmocobcTBOBana
35
packoiy, Tak B 1990 r. equnas Hemelkas Mapka oObeUHsIIA CTPaHy .

3! [Temeaun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6bih HemueM. Ctpannis: 6uorpadun. C. 278.
32 [Temeaun B.B. Tensmyt Komb: 6biTh Hemuem. Crpannisl 6unorpadun. C. 279-280.
33 [Temeaun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6bith HemueM. Ctpanuis 6uorpaduu. C. 309.
3* [Temenun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuis 6uorpadum. C. 316.
3 [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6bih Hemuem. Ctpannisr 6uorpadun. C. 336.
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Bo Bpemsi meperoBopoB B MockBe ¢ ['opOadeBbiM Koiab OTKpBITO 3asBUII,
cocnaBmuch Ha cioBa K. AneHayspa, 4TO «TrepMaHCKHl BOIPOC MOXKHO PEIIUTh
TONBKO TMOJ eBpomeiickoi kpsimeit» . Tlo cytn, k despamo 1990 r. Bompoc 06
oObequHeHnn ['epmaHum OBUT perieH, B 3TOM OJHY W3 TJAaBHBIX POJEH ChIrpat
I'enemyT Konb. Pe3toMupys maru kanigiepa B Hayasie 1990 r., b.B. [lerenun nuier:

Cnenyer otnate nomkHoe Koo B ToMm, 4To mpoiiecc 0ObeAMHEHNS HE BBUIUJICS B

TO, YTO MMEHOBAJIOCh PEBAHIIM3MOM, YTO HAIIMOHAINCTUYECKUE HACTPOCHHS HE
3

B3SUJTM BEPX B MACCOBBIX BBICTYILICHUSIX 7

[Tocneanuit maparpad riaBel aBTOP MOCBITHII BeiOOpaM 18 mapta 1990 r. B I'JIP.
[TpuBoasATCS pe3ynbTaThl BBIOOPOB, I'ZI€ OXKUAAEMO IOOeAy oaepikan «AJIbSHC 3a
I'epmanuro», xkotopsii xutessimu ['JIP Bugencs B kadyecTBe HANEKHOIO IapTHEpa
kaHwiepa Ko, oTcramBaBmero ero nNoJuTUKy. CTOHUT  COINIACHTBCS  C
b.B. IlerenuubiM B TOM, YTO TJIaBHYIO DPOJb B MobOene «AJbsgHCa» Ha BbIOOpax
CBIIpaJl TMYHOCTHBII hakTop, «B 1990 T. KAHIUIEPY YAaBaIOCh BCE» ..

[lecras rnaBa «K emnunHoii EBpome» mnoceslieHa €mie OAHOMY A€y, KOTOpOE
OCTaBaJIOCh CHeNaTh KaHLJepy mociie oO0beauHeHus ['epmMaHUM — «OOBETUHUTHY
EBpomy. loctmxenue stor nenu obnerumn pacmnag CCCP. Ilo mHenuto aBTOpa,
«'epMaH  MPOCTO  CYXJEHO OBUIO CTaTh JIOKOMOTHMBOM  €BPOMNEHCKOM
MHTErpamum»” . B 3TOM mHpouecce TITABHBIM 3HAYMICS IEPEXO] HAa EIUHYIO
eBporeickyto BamoTy. «Hemues commusmna mapka ®PI, enunas Bamota — eBpo —
JIOJIKHA ObLIA CTaTh (PAKTOPOM 00beMHeHNs EBpoIbI» ™.

B nocnegneit rnmaBe «llpeBpatHocTn cyasOb» b.B. Iletenun mogBoaut wtor
KU3HU U nojuTudeckod paestenpHocTH ['enbmyrta Kosigs. B mepBom maparpade
«Teneps on yxe He XJIC» aBrop mumer o nopaxkenun XJIC/XCC nHa BbIOOpax
1998 r., mocne xoropbix Koab nepectan 66Tk Kaniyiepom 1 B 2000 r. ObLT BEIHYX/IEH
yiitu ¢ mocta npencenarens XJAC. Bce atu cobwitusa b.B. Iletenun cBsi3piBaeT c
HEB3rojJlaMu, KOTopble pasoMm oOpymuiauchk Ha Koust: Tspbkenas 0o0jie3Hb KEHBI U
«adepa ¢ uepHbiIMU Kaccamu» — ¢unHadncupoBanue XJIC B 00xof
3aKOHOJaTeNbCTBA . Bo BTOpOM maparpade riaBbl peub MET o xKu3HM Kons BHe
nosutukd. Ocoboe BHUMaHUE aBTOP YJEISeT TParndeckomy J10O0pOBOJIBHOMY YXOIY
u3 xu3Hu Xanaenope Konp B 2001 1., 00yCIOBIEHHOMY TSKEIIOHM, HEH3ICUYUMON

36 [ur. no: ITemenun B.B. Tensmyt Konb: GbiTh HemueM. Crpanmnmst 6norpaduu. C. 320.
37 [Temenun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuis 6uorpaduu. C. 323.
38 [Temenun B.B. Tenpmyt Konb: 6biTh HemueM. Ctpanuis 6uorpaduu. C. 329.
3% [emenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: 6bih HemueM. Ctpannist 6uorpadun. C. 354
Y [Temenun B.B. I'enemyt Konb: 661Th HeMueM. Ctpanwuisl ouorpadpuu. C. 355.
* ITemenun B.B. Tensmyt Konb: Gbits HemueMm. Ctpanuus 6uorpaduu. C. 362.
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6one3npto. B atom pasnmene kuurum b.B. Ilerenun otmedaer paboty Kons nHan
MeMyapamu, *KeHUTh0y Ha Maiike Puxtep B 2008 1. 1 cMepTh, MOCIEIOBABLIYIO B
2017 r.

3akaHuuBaeT bopuc BaneHTMHOBHY CBOW TpyA MOCIECIOBHEM, B KOTOPOM
XOTEJIOCh OBl OTMETUTH CIEAYIOLIUE CIIOBA!

I'enemyT Konp Mor yOenuThcsi B IpaBOTE€ CBOMX JIOCTHKeHMH. Ero Hacnenue —
enuHas I'epmanus B enuHod EBpome — mpu BceX HIOAHCaX TEKYLIUX COOBITHH
COXpaHsET OCHOBHYIO KOHCTPYKIHUIO... ['epMaHus npocTtuinack ¢ HUM JOCTOWHO. Ha
BBICIIEM TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM yPOBHE .

Monorpadusi COAep>KUT NPUIOKEHUS C PAa3BEPHYTOM CTPYKTYpOH BEIOMCTBa
(dbeneparbHOrO KaHIIepa Mo COCTOSAHMIO Ha 15 utoHs 1985 1., a Takke XpOHOJIOTHUIO
KU3HU U gAestenvHocTH ['enbmyrta Konsi, crnucok Juteparypbl U HCTOUYHHUKOB.
BeiBoger  aBTOpa yOemuTenbHBI W 0OOCHOBAHBI. [Ipoutrs moHorpaduro
b.B. Ilerenuna, poccuiickue MCTOPUKH OOOTaTSAT CBOU 3HAHUSI MAJOW3BECTHBIMU U
BOKHBIMM JIJI1 TOHUMAHUSI XUTPOCIUICTEHUH T€PMAHCKOTO BOIPOCAa U €BPOIEUCKOM
nouTukU KoHia XX B. (pakTaMu U OLEHKaMH, KOTOpPbIE CMOTYT HCIIOIb30BaTh B
HAYYHOU U NPENOAABATEIBCKON AEATEIBHOCTH.

) ) &)
-ﬁlt,t 'ﬁlt,) 'ﬁlt,)

*2 [Temenun B.B. Tensmyt Koib: GbiTh HemueM. Crpannis: 6norpadun. C. 381-382.
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New monograph by B.V. Petelin about the Chancellor of German unity

The monograph about Helmut Kohl by B. Petelin,
a renowned expert in German Studies, Doctor of
B U Historical Sciences, Professor of Cherepovets State
INPNSYASM University, is the result of the author’s long-term work
KOAb: on the study of the history of the Christian Democratic
BbITH Union of Germany (CDU) and the Peaceful Revolution
SIBVIRIDNIG f 1989-90, which led to the reunification of the
® country and the formation of united Europe. Earlier, the
3 scientist wrote biographical works about Wolfgang

o Schéuble,' Kurt Biedenkopf,” and Franz Josef Strauss.’
g In the preface, B. Petelin raised a number of
Cream questions. How did Kohl manage to unite the country?
Ay Was it sheer luck for Kohl and all those Germans who
were separated by the wall or did the chancellor turn
out to be an outstanding politician and strategist as well
as a fine tactician?* In my opinion, the author coped with the task in the course of
narration and found answers to the questions posed.

B. Petelin devoted the first chapter (“Helmut Kohl: The Formation of a
Politician”) to the early days of Kohl as a person and a political figure. The author
wrote that the chancellor to be grew up in a Catholic family, where everyone was
tolerant of Protestants. It was this fact that played an important role in his choice of
Christian democracy as a political preference in the future. In 1946, Helmut joined
the CDU, and the following year he actively participated in the establishment of a
local branch of the party’s youth union in his hometown of Ludwigshafen. B. Petelin
noted that while still at school, Kohl expressed a desire to become Chancellor of
Germany. He wanted to see his homeland united and carried this desire through his
whole life.” The author described young Kohl as a capable schoolboy and a student
with deep knowledge of history, literature, language, law and philosophy and
indicated that the young man’s humanitarian mindset influenced the choice of his
specialization in political sciences. B. Petelin noted that Kohl realized that it was

"' B.V. Petelin, “Wolfgang Schiuble: A long life in politics” [in Russian], Novaya i noveishaya
istoriya, no. 3 (2020): 179-91.

2 B.V. Petelin, “Kurt Biedenkopf” [In Russian], Voprosy istorii, no. 11 (2016): 16-27.

3 B.V. Petelin, “Franz Josef Strauss — a Bavarian politician of European scale” [in Russian], in
Germany: State, society, man: a collection of scientific articles, German studies in Siberia, ed. by
L.N. Korneva (Kemerovo: Kuzbassvuzizdat, 2015), 205-18.

* B.V. Petelin, Helmut Kohl: Being a German. Biography pages [in Russian] (St Petersburg:
Vladimir Dal', 2021), 8.

> Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 13.
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impossible to abandon history, whatever it could be, as it was impossible to
“overcome the past” without drawing lessons from it for the future.® The author told
the reader about Kohl’s family, giving much space to the personality of his first wife
Hannelore, who was his tower of strength throughout almost all of his life and
political activity. In the second section of the first chapter, B. Petelin considered
Kohl’s term of office as Prime Minister of Rhineland-Palatinate. According to the
author, it was during that period that Helmut Kohl began to transform into a politician
of the federal level.” The ambitious desire to make Mainz a center of the Federal
Republic of Germany contributed to the growth of his popularity as a politician
outside this federal state. It was this approach to his party duties that led Kohl to
preside over the CDU in 1973. However, the first years in this post were difficult: the
CDU lost the 1976 and the 1980 parliamentary elections and also had to contend with
the strong influence of F.J. Strauss, the chairman of the Bavarian CSU, who claimed
leadership within the CDU/CSU coalition. Initially, the leadership of the party
expressed opinions that Kohl was a “toy in the hands of Strauss.”® On the other hand,
during those years the union drafted the Fundamental Program, which, among other
things, outlined the strategy for solving the German question. B. Petelin noted that
“Kohl’s German policy would not have been successful if there had been no grounds
for it.””” To support his words, the author cited statistical data reflecting the opinion of
the West and East Germans about the split and reunification of Germany, which
reveals a clear tendency towards the desire for reunification. '’

In the second chapter (“In Office as Chancellor, 1982-89”), B. Petelin described
the political situation in Germany and Kohl’s role in it on the eve of the epoch-
making event — the reunification of Germany. In the first section of the chapter, the
author examined German political system of the time, in which, in his opinion, the
Federal Chancellery played a major role. It was not in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
but there that complex foreign policy issues were resolved, perhaps, because the
Foreign Ministry was headed by the chairman of the FDP H.-D. Genscher but not by
a representative of the CDU.'" The author described the structure and activities of this
department in detail. In the second section of the chapter, the author examined the
opportunities and options of Kohl’s German policy. The first government statement
of the Chancellor as of October 13, 1982 was considered in detail. It contained two
central provisions: the national state of the Germans was destroyed; the German
nation remained and would continue to exist. The author pointed out that this brief
thesis contradicted the established approach of the CDU/CSU to the idea of

® Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 14.

" Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 24.

8 Cited in Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 27.
? Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 35.

1 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 38—41.

" petelin, Helmut Kohl, 50-51.

Historia Provinciae - the Journal of Regional History. 2022. Vol. 6, no. 2
ISSN 2587-8344 (online) 713



Reviews Dobrovol'skii, E.S. New monograph by B.V. Petelin about the Chancellor of German Unity

“preserving the German Reich” and apprehending the FRG as its “legal successor.”"?

In the third paragraph of the chapter B. Petelin wrote about German—German
relations in the 1980s and the role of the German Chancellor in them. The author
noted the importance of Kohl’s meetings with the leadership of the GDR aimed at
expediting the resolution of the German question. The book contains information
about four meetings between Kohl and E. Honecker, three telephone conversations
between them, thirty mutual written appeals, and the text of a joint statement on
bilateral negotiations held on March 12, 1985 in Moscow. According to B. Petelin,
Kohl’s annual addresses on the state of the Nation in a divided Germany constituted
an important part of the German policy of the CDU/ CSU. The addresses contained
information about living conditions in both German states and proposals for
economic, cultural and political assistance to the population of the GDR.'* These
addresses and Kohl’s attentive attitude to East Germany made possible Erich
Honecker’s visit to West Germany in 1987, which is described in the fourth section
of the chapter. The author cited Kohl’s apt remark that the intra-German door opened
so wide that Honeker’s visit became possible. "

The third voluminous chapter of the monograph (“The German Question”) tells
the reader about the events of the late 1980s that preceded the key event in the life of
Chancellor Kohl — the fall of the Berlin Wall and the reunification of the country. In
the first section, the author considered the relations between the FRG and the USSR
from the perspective of attempts to resolve the German question. Based on the data of
the Gorbachev Foundation, B. Petelin wrote about Strauss’s sensational trip to
Moscow in 1987 to negotiate with Gorbachev. The author noted the anti-
Americanism of the CSU chairman and made a fair conclusion that

were Strauss alive, the reunification of Germany might have been accompanied by a
change in the role of the USA in Europe.'®

The author stressed the symbolism of the date of Strauss’s sudden death on
October 3, 1988, two years precisely before the reunification of Germany.'” In the
second section of the chapter, B. Petelin considered the topic that has hardly been
given any attention by Russian historiography and has been very little studied by
German historiography so far. It is the intra-party conflict in the CDU in 1988-89
between Heiner Geissler, Secretary General of the CDU, and Kohl Chairman, of the

12 petelin, Helmut Kohl, 65.

1 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 79-82.

' Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 94.

15 Cited in Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 105.
16 petelin, Helmut Kohl, 135.

' Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 140.
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CDU. “The main reason for the crisis was that the union split into two parties, one of
them being the government and another one, the rest of the CDU. The blame for such
a situation was laid on Kohl.”'® But the “campaign” against Kohl did not take place.
On the contrary, at the party congress in Wiesbaden, Kohl expressed the idea that the
key to solving the German question should be sought in Moscow and thus enlisted
the support of A. Dregger, chairman of the CDU/CSU faction in the Bundestag, who
noted that the “Gorbachev era” should be used in solving the German question.'’
B. Petelin summed up the fair result of this crisis:

German unity literally saved Kohl because after the fall of the Berlin Wall, it was
simply indecent to think about his removal.*

The third and fourth sections of the chapter consider the aspects of convergence
of Kohl’s and Gorbachev’s views on the German question as well as the events of the
new phase in German—German relations. The author considered the first meetings of
the two state leaders, noted a certain evolution in the views of the politicians on the
potential reunification of Germany and a united Europe, and pointed out Kohl’s
words that the European process was not an obstacle to German unity.?' B. Petelin
cited statistical data on the social and everyday life of the citizens of West and East
Germany, the attitude to the common national identity of the Germans, the
reunification of Germany, and the German question. The data testified to the desire
and awareness of the need for all Germans to live in one country.”

The fourth chapter (“This Is How the Walls Fall”) is devoted to the events of the
fall of 1989 in Berlin. In the first section of the chapter, the author described the steps
of the main actors of the events (G. Kohl, M. Gorbachev, E. Honecker,
H.-D. Genscher, R. Seiters, W. Schéduble) almost day by day and drew the following
conclusion from the analysis:

The period of 1987—-89 was a turning point in the German policy of the CDU/CSU.
Such changes were caused by the influence of Soviet perestroika. At the same time,
the leadership of the FRG did not force the development of revolutionary events in
the GDR. The political bankruptcy of the SED regime had taken place earlier than
the issue of the reunification of the two German states was put on the agenda.”

'S Petelin, Helmut Kohl,144.
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In the second section of the chapter, the author tried to answer the questions what
the “colors” of the revolution in the GDR were and what its chronological framework
was. B. Petelin believes the revolutionary events to begin in October 1989 with mass
political demonstrations, such as the Monday Demonstrations in Leipzig.>* These
events resulted in the resignations of E. Honecker and W. Stoph who were replaced
by E. Krenz and H. Modrow. The GDR entered a period of political agony. Realizing
that “such achievements should not be lost,” Kohl imposed a number of political and
economic conditions on the leadership of the GDR, stating that “only in this case the
FRG would agree to render extensive economic assistance.”” B. Petelin does not
believe such statements by H. Kohl to be an ultimatum to the East Germans, since
economic reforms that were already underway in Hungary and Poland followed
similar patterns.”® In the third section of the chapter, the author posed a topical
question why the Berlin Wall collapsed. According to B. Petelin, it is impossible to
unequivocally and categorically answer whether the fall of the wall was spontaneous
or specially timed to the date of November 9. B. Petelin rightly believes that there
was an element of chance as well as planned steps in this event: “Thus history
dictated, but not without an internal liaison.”*” Further, the author compiled a minute-
by-minute chronology of the events of November 9, 1989 on both sides of the wall,
citing the fateful words of Giinter Schabowski about the regulation that was “to go
into effect immediately.””® Petelin wrote about Kohl’s speech on November 10 in
West Berlin in front of the Schoneberg Town Hall, where “the chancellor showed not
only self-control but also foresight when he delivered an emotional speech to the
raging crowd, indicating in it the main goal in the changes that had begun — the
reunification of the nation.” After that the full text of the Chancellor’s speech is
cited.”

The fifth chapter (“The Chancellor of German Unity”) tells the reader about the
events that took place after the fall of the Berlin Wall and before the unification of
Germany on October 3, 1990. The first paragraph of the chapter focuses on the plans
for the country’s reunification. The author dwelt on Kohl’s Ten-Point Program and
H. Modrow’s plan. B. Petelin believes that “after the publication of the program the
FRG started massive interference in the internal affairs of the GDR. Without this
interference, the unification process would be unthinkable, and Kohl’s policy was

24 petelin, Helmut Kohl, 231.

2 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 244-45.
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designed for joint actions of the GDR and FRG authorities.”*® The author also wrote
about the origin of this document.

Kohl’s plan was based on Modrow’s idea of a contractual community between West
Germany and the GDR, but if this idea is not further developed, it means drifting
along together with the GDR.”'

That is why Helmut Kohl took the initiative and offered his view on the future of
a united Germany. The author gave the essence of the Chancellor’s idea:

from the contractual community between the FRG and the GDR to the confederate
structures, and from them to the federal state system in Germany. Kohl did not
accept the term “confederation,” considering that such a form of state system could
close further progress towards the reunification of the country.>

In addition, the idea of confederation was traced back to the plans that W.
Ulbricht made in the 1950s, and Kohl did not want to use the ideas of the GDR’s
communist leader. Further on, the author described the essence of Kohl’s German
policy and the vicissitudes of solving this issue within the CDU/CSU party coalition.
The second section tells the reader about the participation of the FRG in the political
construction in the GDR. The author paid special attention to Kohl’s choice of
political partners in the GDR. This question was important and at the same time
difficult for the Chancellor, since the upcoming 1990 elections in the GDR were to
become crucial in the events of October 1990. B. Petelin noted Kohl’s decisive role
in the establishment of the Alliance for Germany, a democratic centrist bloc.” In the
third section of the chapter, the author discussed the possibility of “saving” the GDR
after the reunification of Germany, considered the failure of H. Modrow’s plan “For
Germany, United Fatherland,” and pointed out Gorbachev’s evasive position in the
talks with the GDR representatives. According to Petelin, Kohl’s idea of creating an
intra-German monetary union by introducing the West German Deutsche Mark into
the GDR buried the chances of the slightest independence of East Germany. “It was a
strong move by the Chancellor, which was used in the struggle for the votes of East
German voters.”*

39 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 272.
31 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 278.
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Just as the monetary reform in West Germany once contributed to the split, the
Deutsche Mark served to unite the country in 1990.%

During the negotiations with Gorbachev in Moscow, referring to the words of
K. Adenauer, Kohl openly stated that the German question can only be solved “under
a European roof.”*® In fact, by February 1990, the issue of the reunification of
Germany had been resolved, and Helmut Kohl played one of the main roles in it.
Summarizing the Chancellor’s steps at the beginning of 1990, B. Petelin wrote:

Kohl should be given credit for the fact that the reunification process did not result
in what was referred to as revanchism, and that nationalist sentiments did not
prevail in mass demonstrations.®’

The author devoted the last section of the chapter to the elections of March 18,
1990 in the GDR. The section cites the results of the election, which was won, as
expected, by the Alliance for Germany, seen by the citizens of the GDR as a reliable
partner of Chancellor Kohl and a defender of his policy. We should agree with
B. Petelin that the victory of the Alliance in the elections was personality-driven, as
“in 1990, the chancellor succeeded in everything.”®

The sixth chapter (“Towards a United Europe™) is devoted to one more cause that
the Chancellor had to promote after the reunification of Germany — to ‘“unite”
Europe. The collapse of the USSR facilitated achieving this goal. According to the
author, “Germany was simply destined to become the locomotive of European
integration.”” In this process, the main thing was the transition to a common
European currency. “The Germans were brought closer by the West German
Deutsche Mark, and the common currency, the euro, was supposed to become a
factor in the unification of Europe.”*

In the last chapter (“Vicissitudes of Fate”) B. Petelin summarized the results of
Kohl’s life and political career. In the first section, “Now He Is No Longer the CDU,”
the author wrote about the defeat of the CDU/CSU in the 1998 elections, after which
Kohl ceased to be chancellor and was forced to resign as chairman of the CDU in
2000. B. Petelin connected all these events with the adversities that befell Kohl at
once: serious illness of his wife and the CDU donations scandal resulting from the
illegal forms of party financing.”' The second section of the chapter deals with Kohl’s

33 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 336.
3¢ Cited in Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 320.
37 Petelin, Helmut Kohl, 323.
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life outside politics. The author paid special attention to the tragic demise of
Hannelore Kohl who took her own life in 2001 due to a severe incurable disease. In
this part of the book, B. Petelin wrote about Kohl’s work on his memoirs, his
marriage to Maike Richter in 2008, and his death in 2017.

B. Petelin finished his book with an afterword, in which the following words
should be noted:

Helmut Kohl could see for himself that his achievements were right. His legacy —
united Germany in united Europe — retains the basic structure despite all the
nuances of current events... Germany bid him dignified farewell at the highest state

level.*?

The monograph contains appendices with a detailed structure of the Federal
Chancellor’s office as of June 15, 1985, a chronology of Helmut Kohl’s life and
career, and a list of references and sources. The author’s conclusions are convincing
and justified. Reading B. Petelin’s monograph, Russian historians will enrich their
knowledge with little-known facts and considerations that are important for
understanding the intricacies of the German question and European politics of the late
twentieth century, which they will be able to use in their teaching and research.
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