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Ixkcnenqunusa «bK-31» (ucropusi 6ponexkarepa BoJkckoii BoeHHO (proTHIHN)

Expedition of BK-31 (History of the VVolga Military Flotilla armored boat)

Annomayus. B craTbe pacKpbIBaeTCs MCTOpUsS OOHApY)KEHHSs, MOAbeMa U BOCCTAHOBIICHUS
OponekaTepa Boipkckoid BoeHHOH QuioTmiiin 1og 0oeBbiM HOMepoMm «BK-31y, moruOimmero B
okTsI0pe 1942 r. B pasrap CrammHrpaickoii 6utsbl. ITokazana poiib PernmoHaabHOTO OT/AEICHUS
Poccuiickoro BoeHHO-HcTOpUYecKoro obmiectBa B Bosrorpaackoit o0mactu B yBEeKOBEUMBAHHUH
MaMsaTd MOPAKOB Boikckodt BoeHHOU QuoTwnuu. OxapakTepu3oBaHbl OOEBbIC JICHCTBUS C
ydacTieM OpoHekatepoB GioTwimu, B ToM uyucie KoHkpeTHo bK-31, mpuBeaeHsl OCHOBHBIE
MOKAa3aTeIN €ro BOSHHBIX JIEHCTBUI, YCTAHOBICHBI 00CTOSTENILCTBA THOENN KaTepa W TOTMBITKU €ro
cnacenus. Ha ocHoBe pa3HOOOpa3HBIX MCTOYHUKOB, B TOM YHCJIE€ BOCIIOMUHAHMM YYaCTHHUKOB
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COOBITUI U apXUBHBIX MATEPUATIOB, KOTOPHIC BBOSATCS B HAYYHBIM 000POT BIEPBBIC, aBTOP JACIIACT
BBIBOJI O 3HAYUTENHLHOM BKJaae Kkopabneit Bomkckoir BoeHHOW (IOTHIMUM U KOHKPETHO
oponekarepa BK-31 B pasrpom HemeIko-¢hanmcTCKux 3aXBaTyukoB B CTaauHTpaIcKol OUTBe.

Kniouesvie cnosa: Cramunrpanackas OutBa, Boskckas BoeHHas ¢uoTuiaus, OpoHekarep,
PEKOHCTPYKLHS, My3€MHOE JIEJIO.

Abstract. The article reveals the history of the discovery, recovery and restoration of the BK-31
armoured boat of the Volga Military Flotilla, which perished in October 1942 in the height of the
Battle of Stalingrad. The role of the Volgograd Oblast Regional Brunch of the Russian Military
Historical Society (RMHS) in preserving the memory of sailors of the Volga Military Flotilla is
shown. The military operations with the participation of armoured boats of the Flotilla, including
BK-31 in particular, are described. The main indicators of its combat missions are given and the
circumstances of the loss of the boat and of the attempts to save it are established. Based on a
variety of sources, including the memoirs of the participants in the events and archival materials,
which are introduced into scientific circulation for the first time, the author conclude that the boats
of the Volga Military Flotilla, and the BK-31 armoured boat in particular, significantly contributed
to the defeat of the Nazi invaders in the Battle of Stalingrad.

Keywords: Battle of Stalingrad, Volga Military Flotilla, armoured boat, reconstruction,
museum studies

Hcropun Bomkckoil BoeHHOU (JIOTUIIUMY U IEWCTBOBABIINM B €€ COCTaBe OpoHe-
KaTepaM MOCBALIEHA JOCTaTOYHO OOLIMpPHAs U pa3HOCTOPOHHSS iuTepaTypa. B uucie
nyonukanuii nepuoaa Bennkoit OTedecTBEHHOW BOWHBI U MEPBBIX MOCIEBOEHHBIX
JIET TIPEXK]Ie BCETO HEOOXOIUMO OTMETUTh COOPHUKH MaTepHAIOB «XpOHUKA OOEBBIX
neiictBuit Bomkckoit BoenHo# ¢uotunun B Bennkoit OteuectBenHoit BoitHe CoBer-
ckoro Coroza» u «Bomxckass BoeHHas (aoTwiug B Benukoit OTedecTBEHHON BOi-
Hew'. B mocenyromme rosl IIOJIy4YMJIa paclpoCTpaHEHNE B OCHOBHOM MeEMyapHas U
nyOnuIMCcTUYeCKas: JIUTepaTypa, OTpa3uBIIas OTAEIbHBIE SMU30AbI U 00EBOIl MyTh
Bomxkckoit BoeHHO# (GJIOTHIIMK B IIEJIOM M €€ OTACIBHBIX CyZ0B. B uncie pador Ta-
KOro poja cieayet ynomsinyTh nyonukanuu U.U. Jloktnonora, B.W. UyiikoBa u ps-
na  JApyrux aBTOpOBZ. Otu  paboThl OBUIM HANHMCAaHBl B paMKaxX TI'€pOMKO-

! XpoHuka 60eBbIX neicTBHI Bomkckoit BoenHo diotmmmu B Benukoii OTedecTBEHHOMN BOMA-
He Coserckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomkckas BoeHHast prmotumnust B 60sx 3a CtanuHrpal: (KammaHus
1942 r.). — MockBa: Boeamopuznar, 1945; Xponuka 00eBbIX nelicTBHi Boipkckoil BoeHHOH (hi1o-
tunn B Benukoii OteuectBenHoii BoitHe CoBetckoro Coro3za. Beim. 2. bopb0a 3a BOIDKCKYIO KOM-
MyHHKauio. — MockBa: Boeumopusaar, 1947; Bomxckas BoenHas ¢iotunus B Benukoit Oteuect-
BeHHOU BoWHe / coctaButenb H. MasynmH. — MockBa: BoenHoe m3marenbcTBO MuHUCTEPCTBA
Boopy:xennbsix Cun Coroza CCP, 1947.

2 Jlokmuonos U.M. Bomxkckast ¢dnorunus B Benukoit OrevuecTBeHHON BoitHe. — MockBa: Boen-
w3nar, 1974; Yyuxoe B.A. Hauano nmytu. — MockBa: Boenusnat, 1959: Bacunves B. Bcnomunas
repounyeckoe npomuutoe // Bomxkckas Baxta. — 1958. — 24 wurons; /[asvioose O. B 60sx 3a Boary //
Bomxkckas Baxta. — 1958. — 25 mapra.

428 2020 * Vol.4 e+ Ne2



http://hpchsu.ru RESEARCH

NaTPUOTUYECKOTO JIUCKYpCa COBETCKOM MCTOpUorpaduu, Ha OCHOBE JIOCTYIHBIX B
TOT MEPHUOJ UCTOUHHUKOB O(PHUIIMATIBHOTO MPOUCXOKICHHUS U TUYHBIX BOCIOMUHAHUH.

PaboTsel, BeIIEAIINE B MOCTCOBETCKUI NEPUOA, OTIIMYAINCH KPUTUUECKUM IO-
X0JIOM K uctopuu Bomkckoil BOeHHOH (PIIOTHIIMM, CEpbe3HON apryMeHTaluen BbIBO-
JIOB U TIOJIO’)KEHUM, CAEIaHHBIX HA OCHOBAHMM JOKYMEHTOB M3 PACCEKPEUYECHHBIX ap-
XUBHBIX (OHI0B’. OT/ICIbHEIC YIOMHHAHUSA O KOPAOISIX BOIKCKOH (DIOTHIMH MOXK-
HO HAWTH M B 3apyOEKHOU JUTEpAType, TTIaBHBIM 00pa30M B BOCIIOMHUHAHUSX OBIB-
IIMX BOCHHOIUICHHBIX BE€pMaxTa, Hanpumep, B. Brocrepa, nu3Bineduenus u3 meMmyapos
KOTOPOro 6yayT mpuBeaeHs! aanee’. Takium 06pa3oM, HEOOXOIUMO OTMETHTB, 9TO IO
uccienyeMoil mpoOjaemMe CI0KUIIach TOCTaTOYHO OOIIMpHAs MU PAa3HOCTOPOHHSS HC-
Topuorpadusi.

[{enbro HacTOALIEH CTAaThU SBISETCS UCCIIEI0OBaHUE OOEBOTO MyTH, IOUCKA U MY-
3eepukanu oJHOro M3 Kopabisielt Bomxkckoil BoeHHOM (uoTunuu — OpoHekaTepa
«BK-31», yTo uMeeT 6OJBIIOE HAYYHOE U MTPAKTUYECKOE 3HAUYCHUE, MT03BOJIsI PEKOH-
CTPYUpPOBaTh HEWU3BECTHBIM 3nu30J U3 uctopur CTamuHIPaaCKOW OWUTBBI, MEpEso-
MHUBLIEN X0 BTOpOW MUPOBOW BOMHBI.

LB L B AR B ATPTe

BK-31 B 6oeBoM mmoxome. 1942 r.
Hcrounnk: Yandex doto

3 IInexos U.M., Xeamos C.IL, 3axapoe I'"M. B orne cranmHrpajackux nepenpas. — Boarorpan:
Bonarorpaackuii komuter no nevatu, 1996; Hcaes A.B. Cranunrpan. 3a Bonroi nns Hac 3eMiun
HeT. — MockBa: fly3a; Okemo, 2008; Cranunrpazackas 6utsa, utoiab 1942 — ¢gespans 1943: sHIMK-
norenus / mon penakmueid M.M. 3aropyibsko u np. — Bonrorpan: M3marens, 2012; Yepnviues A.A.
Mopckas reapausa OtedyectBa. — MockBa: Beue, 2013.

* Wiister W. An Artilleryman in Stalingrad: Memoirs of a Participant in the Battle. — Pymble:
Leaping Horseman Books, 2007.
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BK-31 na crosinke. 1942 r.
HcTtounuk: Yandex ¢orto.

B 2013-2014 rr., B Xo/1¢ U3y4YeHUs JOKYMEHTOB IO UCTOPUHU PEUYHOTO (uioTa
r. Bonrorpana, cnenuanuct KpacHoapMmenckoro cy1opeMoHTHOro 3asoaa B. Kosanb
3aHUMAJICSI YTOUHEHUEM CIIUCKOB CYJI0B, nmorudmux Ha Bonre B konie 1942 — nava-
sge 1943 rr. OHu BKJIIOYAIW COTHU HauMEHOBaHUU. OJHa U3 3aIiCel, OTHOCAIIASICS K
1942 r., npuBnekia BHUMaHUE UCCIeA0BaTelNs CBOe HeoOblyHOCThIO. U3 Hee cnefo-
Bajo, uro «bponekarep-31» moru6 B mporoke Kypomarka u MOAJIEKUT PO3BICKY H
o0cne10BaHMIo.

OTHU JaHHBIE TO3BOJWIN MPEANOJI0XKHUTh, YTO aBAPUHHO-CIIACATEIIbHBIE OTPSAbL,
KoTophle B Xo7e CTaauHTPaJCKON OWTBBI BhIE3KAJIU HAa MECTa TMOEIN CYJO0B U CO-
CTaBJISUIA aKThl UX 0OCJIEIOBAaHUM, HE CMOTJIM OOHAPY>KUTh OpOHEKaTep MpHu Tpase-
HUU OTMEYECHHOTO B CBUJETEIHCTBAX MECTa €ro rudenn. Upe3BbIuaiiHO MOJABUKHBIC
BOJDKCKHE TIECKH OBICTPO 3aMBUIM OCTOB M CKPBIJIU €r0 OT JIF0JIe Ha MHOTHE JIECATH-
JETUSL.

B mae 2017 r. gaiiBepbI-1r00UTEIN MPOTOBOPUIIUCH O TOM, YTO BO BHOBb 00pa3o-
BaBIIICIICS MPOTOKE, MPSIMO HAMPOTUB LIEHTpa r. Bonrorpana, Ha riryoune 6—8 MeTpoB
TEYCHUEM Pa3MbLJIO TAaHKOBYIO OamrHio. [IpeanpurMuuBbie HBIPSIIBIINKA PEITUIIH,
9TO 9TO TaHK T-34, ¥ MIaHUPOBAIU OTACIUTH €r0 OAIIHIO OT KOPITyCa U MOAHATH IS
npoaaxu. K cdacTero, B 3T0 BpeMsl YK€ HaMETHIOCh COTPYIHUYECTBO BOCCO3/aBae-
Moro KpacHoapmencKoro cyZJOpeMOHTHOTO 3aBOJa U BOEHHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO MY3esl
(BUM) «Hacnenuey, pyKkoBOJACTBO KOTOPBIX OOpaTHIO caMO€ MPUCTATbHOE BHHUMA-
HUE Ha UCTOPUYECKUE MAMATHUKH, OKa3aBIIuecs Ha JHe p. Bourn.
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Opynwuitaas 6amrast BK-31
Ucrounuk: Yandex ¢oro.

Nudopmanus o 3aTOHYBILEM «TaHKE» OblIa AETAJIbHO U3yuyeHa. B pacnopsixeHun
CHEIMATUCTOB My3esl U 3aBOjJia OKa3ajach MOJBOAHAS JIFOOUTENbCKAsT BUICOCHEMKA.
AHanu3 CKpUHILIOTOB MOKa3ajl, 4YTO OOHAaXKMBIIASACS HA BOJDKCKOM JHE OalllHs OTHO-
CUTCSl HE K TaHKy, a peuHoMy OpoHekarepy. B oaun u3 oktsiOpbckux nuei 2017 r.
rpyInia crenualvcToB BbleXajla Ha BOJI0Ja3HOE 00CIeIOBAHUE MECTA PACIIOIO0KEHUS
3aToHyBIIEro karepa. CHauana UMH OblT OOHAPYKEH OCTOB 3aTOHYBIIEH JIepEeBIHHON
0apkH, a CIyCTs HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OpPOILIEHHBIN C MOMCKOBOTO CYAHA SKOPb YTOIMII
IpsIMO B OTKPBITHIN JItOK OpoHekaTepa. CIyCTUBIINICSA K 0OBEKTY BOJ0J1a3 OCYLIECT-
BUJI CbEMKY Ha IOJBOJHYIO BHUJIeOKamepy. Kanpel 3Tol 3amnucu Jeriyu 3aTeM B OCHO-
BY TEXHHYECKOM MpOpabOTKH MPOEKTa MoabeMa. BoOpyKHUBIIKMCH MOTYYEHHON HH-
dbopmarmeit, BOGHHO-UCTOpUYECKU My3ei «Hacnenme» crmanupoBal, OpraHu30Ball
U OCYILECTBWII NMOABEM OpoHeKaTepa co fHa Boiru.

COBMECTHO C TpYIION HMHXEHEPOB ObUIM MPOU3BEACHBbI TEXHUUYECKHUE PACUEThI
0/Ib€Ma, HalJIeHbl HEOOXOIMMBIE JJI 3TOr0 MeXaHu3Mbl. CrielManibHO JJIs OIbeMa
OpoHekarepa OblIM 3aKa3aHbl M U3TOTOBJIEHBI MATKUE, TPOYHBIE U ITUPOKHUE CTPOIbI-
MOJIOTEHIA, 0JIaroapss KOTOPBIM YJAJIOCh 3HAUYUTENIBHO COKPATUTh IOBPEXKICHHUS
JJIEMEHTOB KOpIlyca CyJHa BO BpeMs €ro noabema. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO IOABEM
OpoHekaTepa MPOMCXOAMII MPU MAJIOM BETPE, OH OKa3aJlicsi BEChMa 3aTpyAHUTEIb-
HbIM. CUJIBHOE T€YEHUE CKBO3b MPOTOKY, CIIOBHO Uepe3 OyThUIOUHOE ropiio, YCKOpsI-
JOCh UMEHHO B TOM MecCTe, Tae mokouscsi OpoHekarep. [logbeM ocymiecTBisics co
3HAYUTENbHOM AJI1 MAaTEPUKOBOW peKH rIIyOuHBI B 8§ METpoB. PaboTy CHIIBHO OCIIOXK-
HSUIM 3aMBIBAIOIINE KaTep «TYJISIIOIIME» MECKU, a TaK)Ke HEyJA00HOE MOJI0KEHHUE CY/I-
Ha.
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Kopnyc Obl1 MOJIHOCTBIO 3aMBIT NIECKOM KaK BHYTPH, TaK U CHapy»Kd, a UMEIO-
muecs NpoOOUHBI U CEPhE3HbIE TTOBPEXKICHUSI KOPMbI CBUJIETEILCTBOBAIM O TOM, YTO
OH Kpaiine HernpoueH. [IpubaBisiia xia0mnoT Oosblas Macca CyaHa, KOTopas 10 OYH-
CTKM OT IecKa oueHuBanach crenpanucramu B 300 ToHH. B mpornecce noaroToBku
OpoHekarepa K NoIbeMY, IPU MMOMOIIM MOIHBIX HACOCOB U3 €r0 BHYTPEHHUX MOJIOC-
Tel OBbLJIO BBIMBITO OKOJIO 150 TOHH mecKa, MecyaHblil TPYHT ObUT Pa3MBIT U BOKPYT
OpoHekaTepa. DTO IMO3BOIIIO CHU3UTh €ro MoabeMHbIN Bec 10 120 ToHH. Kak okasa-
JOCh, B pe3ysibTaTe MPSIMBIX MOMAJaHUN CHAPS0B KOPIYC Karepa ObLT pa3iOMIICH.
[ToaTOMy 1O TEXHUYECKUM COOOpaXKEHUSIM KOPMOBYIO YacTh MPUILJIOCH OTACIUTh U
NOJHUMATh OTJEeNbHO. [I[puHMMas BO BHUMaHKE, 4TO HA OOPTY HAXOJIUIIOCh OOJIBIIOE
KOJIMYECTBO OpPYXkHsl M Ooemnpunacos, paboTa OCYIIECTBISUIACh OUYEHb MEIJIEHHO U
akkypaTHo. Korzia rnpu nmomoiiy crenuanbHbIX MallliH YIal0Ch U30aBUTHCS OT TIECKa
0 TIEPUMETPY KaTepa, TO BBISICHWIOCH, YTO OH Kak Obl «CHAMT» Ha JIPYTrOM CYJHE,
IIPEAIIOI0KUTEIIBHO rajiepe, oTHocsuencs K anoxe [lerpa Benukoro.

B o0111eii C10KHOCTH, ¢ MOMEHTA MPUOBITHS CIIEUAIUCTOB K MECTy Tudenu 6po-
HEeKaTepa U J0 OKOHYaHUs ero OyKCHPOBKH K MECTY pecTaBpalllOHHBIX padoT, ore-
panus 1o nmoabeMy bK-31 npognmunacek okono 20 nueit. S5 HosOps 2017 1., B npuUCyT-
CTBUU MHOTOYUCICHHOU MyOINKHU, JECATKOB KYPHAJIMCTOB MECTHBIX U (pefiepalibHbIX
CpeACTB MaccoBoi uHpopMaluu, OpoHeKaTep ObUI MOJHAT CO JHA CYAONOIHEMHBIM
KpaHoOM B Tpasep3e Peunoro Bok3ana r. Boarorpana.

N3yueHue MemMyapoB M apXMBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, MPEANPUHATOE €Ile A0 Hayaja
CYJIONIOIbEMHBIX PadoT, MO3BOJIMIIO MPEIANONI0XKHUTh, YTO CKOPEE BCErO HailJICHHBIN
GpoHeKaTep OTHOCHTCS K MPoekTy «C-40%»°. YHHKAIbHOCT 3TOr0 MPOEKTa 3aK/II04a-
€TCsl B TOM, YTO KaTepOB 3TOM cepuu ObLIO U3TOTOBJIEHO BCErO 7, U, KAK CUYUTAIOCH
paHee, 10 HaIllMX JTHEH HE COXPaHMIIOCh HA OJHOTO Kopabis. B 1975 r. anamoruaHbIn
karep «bKA-81» Obutr moaasaT co nHa KepueHckoro mposuBa, HO OBLI ClIaH Ha Me-
tauonom’. BpoHekaTepa, COXpaHMBIIMECS 10 HAIINX JHEH B BHIE MAMSTHHKOB, Obi-
JIM TIOCTPOEHBI KPYITHOU cepueil 1o npoekty «1125». IloauaTsiii npu paccMarprBae-
MBIX 00CTOSATENBCTBAX OpOHEKATEP, K OTPOMHON PaJ0CTH BCEX YUYACTHUKOB COOBITHIA,
OKa3aJjicsi OJIHUM M3 HEMHOTOYMCIIEHHBIX Kopabiel mpoekta «C-40». UynecHbiM 00-
pazom BbK-31 coxpaHuics mpakTUYECKH B TOM K€ BUJE, B KAKOM OH MOTPYy3UJICS B
BOJDKCKHE BOJIBI 75 JIEeT Ha3a/l.

[To uznawansHOMY mpoekTy «C-40» mpeacrtaBisui coOod OpoHekarep, mpeHa-
3HaueHHbIN U1t pek Cpenneit Azun. OH 0611 pazpadboran B 1940 r. CoriacHO TeXHU-

® Mauslit oponekarep tuna «bKA» // bubnmoreka kopabensHoro nmxenepa E.JI. CmupHoBa. —
URL.: http://russrivership.ru/public/files/doc1168.pdf (nara o6pamienuns — 10.02.2020).

® Baoskun A., Illamynos B. MBI IOMHHEM 0 TeGe, «BOCEMBACCST TIEPBbIIL...»: 0 cyap0e GpoHe-
katepa BKA-81 u ero skunaxa // MILITARY Kpemm. — URL: http://mil.sevhome.ru/voenistor/
crimwow/woynamaore/a-badjakin-v-shatunov-kerch-my-pomnim-o-tebe-vosemdesjat-pervyj-o-
sudbe-bronekatera-bka-81-i-ego-jekipazha/ (mata obparenus — 10.02.2020).
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YECKUM XapakTepucTUKaMm OpoHekarepa mnpoekra «C-40», nnuHa ero cocrasisiia
24,6 m, mpuHa 3,6 M, BeicoTa 6opta 1,5 M, BogousmernieHue 39,1 ToHH. MOIIHOCTH
KKJIOr0o M3 ABYX JABUrareneil paBHsiachk 450 n.c. BoopykeHue karepa BKIHOYAJIO
IJIaBHOE OopyAue — TaHKoBYto nmymky ®-34 kanmubpa 76,2 MM U TpU TaHKOBBIX ITyJie-
mera JlertsapeBa kanmmubOpom 7,62 mMm. MakcumanbHas CKOpOCTb OpoHekarepa, Co-
[JIACHO TPOEKTY, aocturana 19 y3noB unu 34,8 km/4. DKUMaX KaTepa HACUUTHIBAI
13 4enoBeK, KOJUYSCTBO MPUHUMAEMOTO JISCaHTa — 257

Kak Tonbko Bucsui Ha cTpornax OpoHeKaTep MoKa3ajcs U3 BOJAbI, COOpaBIInecs
Ha najxy0ax cyl0B 0OpaTW/v BHUMaHUE HA U3PEIICUYEHHYI0 HOCOBYIO YacTh KOpaoJis,
IJIE U3 OCKOJIOYHBIX M MYJEBBIX OTBEPCTHA TOpYANIHM AECATKA MAalblX, CPEIHHUX H
OOJBIINX JIEPEBSHHBIX 3arIYIIEK, BBIPE3aHHBIX M BBIPYOJICHHBIX BpYy4YHYH0. Takum
HEXHUTPBIM CIOCOOOM KOMaHJa OCYIIECTBIIsUIa JUKBHUAAIMIO TEYH KOpIlyca HEmo-
CPEIICTBEHHO BO BpEMsl BBIMOJHEHHUs O0EBOM 3amauu. YKa3aHHbIC JIEPEBSIHHbBIC 3a-
TIIYHIKY 3a0MBaJUCh YJ€HAMU KOMaHbl, KOTOPbIE CIPBITUBAIMU JJIsi 3TOTO B BOJAY Ha
MEJIKOBO/IbE WJIM NEPEBELINBAIUCH 32 OOPT Ha XOAY.

ITogsem BK-31.
Hcrounuk: Yandex ¢oro.

B mporecce u3BnedeHus necka u3 MOMEIIEHU OpoHeKaTepa 3a BBIXOAHBIM CO-
IUIOM Hacoca ObUla CMOHTHpPOBaHa CIlElUalIbHAs YJIaBIMBAIOIIAsl CETKa, B KOTOPYIO
OUYEHb OBICTPO CTAJIM MOMAJATh MAaTPOHbI, MyTOBUIIbI, (haJaHTH YEJTOBEUYECKUX Mallb-
ueB. Bee HaliieHHbIe HAa OOPTY MpEeAMETHI TIIATEbHO OTMBIBAJIUCH OT MECKa U WA,
nocjue 4ero ux (PUKCHpOBAIU MPU MOMOIIX (POTOTEXHUKHU JJIsl KaTajlora v OTIIPaBIIs-

! Xponnka 60eBBIX neicTBHI Bomkckoit BoenHoU (ioTmmmu B Benukoii OTedecTBEHHOM BOWA-
He Coserckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomkckast BoeHHast dotunus B 60sx 3a CtanuHrpas: (KaMIaHus
1942 r.). — C. 187.
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T JUISL IOCIIEYIOUIMX M3Yy4YeHUsl U KoHcepBauuu. [lo Mepe o4yucTKH, U3 ypeBa Io-
ruluiero KopadJis N3BJIEKAIUCH BCE HOBBIE U HOBBIE HAXOJKW: BUHTOBKU U aBTOMATHI,
apMelickie OMHOKJIM, PEMHH, IPSKKH, UHbIE MPEIMEThl OOMYHAMPOBAHUS U CHapsi-
xeHusi. Ha OopTy xaTepa BO MHOKECTBE COXPAaHUIIUCh U JIMYHBIE BELIU YJIEHOB KH-
Ma)ka: JIOXKKHU, OlacHble OPUTBBI U TOMAa3KH, pa30UThIe TUTApbl U Jake y4eOHUK (u-
3HKHU.

B xopmyce OpoHekatepa oOHapyXWiICs OOJBIION apceHan OpYyXHs, a UMEHHO
11 BuntoBok (10 Mocuna u 1 Tokapesa), 9 aBromatos IIIIII, 1 mynemer, 2 mucTo-
nera («Haran» u «TT»), 4 TpOTHIIOBBIE IIAIIKK, OKOJIO CEMUJIECATH IpaHaT, JBa/la-
TH THICSY MATPOHOB U CTa COpOKa CHapsANO0B. CTOUT OTMETHUTh, YTO OTAEIIbHBIE K-
3eMILIAPBI CTPEIIKOBOIO OPYXUsl, HECMOTPS Ha JUINTEIbHOE HAXOKIEHUE 0] BOJOM,
COXPaHWINCh B HJCAIBHOM COCTOSHMM. Ha HEKOTOpBIX NpPHKIANax HE MOBPEXKICH-
HBIM OCTaJI0Ch XK€ JIAKOBOE ITOKPBITHE.

Boennsie penuksun, n3BiiedeHHbIe U3 Kopiryca bK-31
Ucrounnk: Yandex ¢oro.

K coxanenuto, Bce Oro3HaBaTeIbHbIE MEATbOHBI 0KAa3aJIUCh MyCThIMU. DKCIEP-
TaMu-KpuMuHanucTamMu [ maBHoro ympasnenus MBJ[ mo Bonrorpanckoit oGmactu
ObLT MOMHAT W pacmu@poBaH KypHal OOEBOW MOATOTOBKU JKkumaxka. OgHAKo, K
OOJBIIIOMY COXAJICHHUIO, Ha OOPTY HE OKa3aJoCh HM OJHOTO JIOKYMEHTa, YJO0CTOBE-
PSIOIIETO JTUYHOCTh HAXOUBIIUXCS HA HEM JIIOJICH, a TaK)Ke KaKUX-JTM00 Harpaj uiu
3HAKOB.

[TomusTHIE M3 BOABI OpOHEKATEp OKa3aJics TMEPETOMIICHHBIM Ha JBe dacTu. Kak
BBISICHWIIOCH BIIOCJICJCTBUU TMPU HM3YYEHUU KOHCTPYKIUN CyJHA, OCHOBHAs YacTb
BPa)XKECKUX CHApSOB MOBpeArsia OPOHEBOM MOsIC KaTepa UMEHHO B CpeJlHEeW YacTu
KOpITyca, U3-3a 4Yero B TOHKOM OpOHE MOSBUWINCH BMATHHBI U pa3pbiBbl. COI3MINM Ha
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riyOuHy OpoHEeKaTep oKa3aics Ha APYTroM CyaHE, a IMEHHO Ha 3aTOHYBIIEH MPEexK/e
nepeBsHHOM Oapyke. HaMpiTas B mocnenyomuye 1ecATUIeTHss MHOTOMETPOBast TOJIIIA
IIECKA OKa3bIBAJIa HA KOHCTPYKLMU KOPITyCa OIPOMHOE JIaBJICHUE, B PE3YJIbTAaTE YEro
B MECTE MEXAY KOMaHJIUPCKOM pyOKOM U MAllIMHHBIM OTAEJIEHUEM TOT CIIOMAJICS.

BayTtpu 60eBoii pyoku BK-31.
Hcrtounuk: Yandex ¢oro.

Buytpu mammnHzoro otaenenust bK-31
Ucrounnk: Yandex dorto.
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Bce npeameTsl, n3BJI€UEHHbIE U3 IOMEILEHUN OpoHeKaTepa, UMEIU YyCTONYMBBIMA
M SIPKO BBIPAXXEHHBIN 3amax coJsipku. Kpome Toro, ¢ HeKOTOpbhIX mpeaMeToB (opy-
Xust, 000pyIOBaHMS U JTMUHBIX BEIEH) MPUXOAUIOCH CHUMATh HAJIET CBETIIO-CEPOTO,
cnenupUYecKy MaxHyllero cocTaBa, OYEBUIHO MPOAYKTa PA3I0KEHUS YEITOBEUECKON
WI0TU. B Teopun n npakTuke KPUMUHAIUCTUKA OH UMEHYETCS JKUPOBOCKOM. JKupo-
BOCK W JM3€JIbHOE TOIUIMBO IOCIYKUJIM KOHCEPBAHTOM, COXPAHUBIIUM HaXOJMB-
muecs Ha O0PTy NpPeaMEThl B OTIMYHOM COCTOSIHUU.

bnaronapst Tomy, yTo OpoHekaTep ObUT MOJHSAT B OCEHHE-3UMHUUN MEPHOJI, MHO-
r'Ue MOJHATHIE U3 BOJIbI IEPEBSIHHBIC U KOXKAHBIE BELIU BBICHIXAIH OYEHb MEIJICHHO.
OTOT (DakTOp TaKKe ChIrpas OJAaroTBOPHYIO POJIb B TOM, YTO MHOTHUE IPEIMETHI,
IIPOJIEKABIIME 75 JIET BO BIIAXKHOM Cpelle, YIallOCh COXPAHUTh NMPAKTUYECKU B UJIE-
JTbHOM COCTOSTHUHU.

[Tocne mogbema OpoHekaTep Ha Oapyke ObUT JOCTABJICH B aKBATOPHUIO MPOU3BOJI-
cTBEeHHOU 0a3bl KpacHoapMmeilcKoro cyJIopeMOHTHOTO 3aBOJIa, TJI€ HAYaJIUCh pabOThI
[0 €ro BOCCTAHOBJIEHUIO M PECTaBpalliy Ha MPEJAMET YCTAaHOBJICHHS B KaueCTBE Ia-
MSATHUKA. B paboTy BKIIIOUUIIUCH CHEIUATUCTBI CAMBIX Pa3HbIX MPOQECcCuil — OT HC-
TOPUKOB, CYJIOCTPOUTENCH U CYyJOPEMOHTHUKOB J10 Au3aiiHepoB. [lepBbiM 1enom Obl-
JI0 TPOU3BEICHO pa3opyKeHUe KopalJs, B X0Je KOTOPOro Bech ero Ooesamac ObLI
BBIBE€3EH Ha BOCHHBIN MOJMIOH Il YHUUYTOKEHHU. [lapannenbHo ¢ 3TUM U3 OTCEKOB
OpoHekaTepa OepekHO M3BJICKATUCh OCTaHKU Jitojaeil. x obcnemoBanue MO3BOJIUIIO
yCTaHOBUTbH, YTO Ha OpoHekarepe morubiu 11 yenosek. BnocnencTtsum octanku Obl-
JIM TOP>KECTBEHHO 3aXOPOHEHBI HA MEMOPHUATILHOM KJiaaowuiie B Poccomikax.

BK-31 na pecraBpanuu. KpacHoapMmeickuii Cy JOpEMOHTHBIN 3aBO/T
Hctounuk: Yandex ¢oro.
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B xonme pecraBpamum Kopiryc KopalOlig OYMINAICA OT KOPPO3UH M MOKPBIBAJIICS
KOHCEPBUPYIOIMMH cocTaBaMu. KpomoTiuBas paboTa ¢ JOKYMEHTaMH, B IMEPBYIO
ouepeab llenrpanbHoro apxuBa BM® CCCP B I'atumHe, 1mo3BojujIa ONPEACIUTH
MMEHa BCEX YJIEHOB KOMAaH/Ibl, BOEBAaBLIMX M MOrMOIINX HAa OpoHEKarepe, a TakkKe yc-
TAHOBUTH CBSI3b C UX POJCTBEHHUKAaMH, pa30pocaHHbIMU 110 Bcell Poccuiickoit dene-
pauuu.

K xoniry 2019 r. ocHOBHBIE PabOTHI MO KOPITyCy ObUTH 3aBepIlieHbl. B pe3ynbrare
YacTH KaTepa COCAMHIIA B €UHOE 1IEJI0e, MOCJIE Yero OH ObUI JOCTaBJIEH HA MECTO
MOCTOSIHHOTO 3KCIOHUpOBaHMs. C 3TOW 1ENbl0 BO3BENIU CIEUHATBHO pa3padoTaH-
HBIM, XOPOIIO 3allUIICHHBII OT MEpenajoB TEMIEPAaTyphl U OCAJKOB MABUILOH-
capkodar. Ha 3aBepmiaroriem srarne padoT, Ha BHEIIHUX 3JIEMEHTax Kopiryca OpoHe-
KaTtepa ObUIM CHIMHUTHPOBAHBI CIEbl IKCIUTyaTalluu (B MOJIETU3ME 3TO HA3bIBACTCS
«Be3epunr» (ot anri. Weathering)). biarogapst atoMy Kopa0iib mpuoOpesl HUMEHHO
TOT BU/[I, KOTOPBIA OH UMEJI HA MOMEHT CBOEH THMOCIIH.

WA '
\1 s 4@%'\\‘7

BbK-31 nocne pecraBpanuu.
Ucrounnk: Yandex ¢oro.

[To 3anpocy B LlenTpanbHbiii apxuB MunucrepctBa 000poHbl PD BbISICHUIOCH,
9TO OOHApYKXEHHBIM OpOHEKaTep WMeeT peructpanuoHHbii Homep «BK-31»,
3aBojickor Ne 330. 3amoxxeHn ox Obu1 B 1941 1. Ha 3aBoze Ne 340 B r. 3eJIEHOL0IBCKE
no mporpamme cynoctpoeHuss Hapkomara BHyTpeHHHMX neil. B cocraBe Boinkckoit
BOCHHOW (hJIOTUIIMK KaTep aKTUBHO y4yacTBOBaj B CrTanuHrpajckoi OUTBE U MOTHO
9 okTsa0ps 1942 r.

B nacrosimee Bpems cnennanuctsl My3ses «Hacnenuey, Bonrorpanckoro o6mact-
HOTo OoTAesieHus: Poccuiickoro BOGHHO-MCTOPUUECKOTO OOIIECTBA, aKTUBHO B3aWMO-
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NeUCTBYIOT ¢ LleHTpaabHBIM apXUBOM BOEHHO-MOpPCKOro (iota (r. ['atunna), Dkcne-
JTUIMOHHBIM [EHTpoM MuHucrepctBa 000poHbl P®, pabGoTrHukamu My3ses-
3anoBenHuka «[lanopama CramuHrpajackoii OWTBBDY, a TakXKe DHTYy3HACTaAMU-
NOMCKOBMKAMHM M BETEpaHAMU IO YCTAHOBJICHHIO MMEH BCEX YJIEHOB JKUIaxa, a
Tak)ke 00CTOATENbCTB THOenu kaTepa. [Io HEKOTOPBIM MPU3HAKAM MOKHO MPEJIo-
JIOKUTh, YTO OOHAPYKEHHbII OpOHEKaTep MPUHAIJIEKaT MOPCKUM YacTsAM IOrpaH-
OXpaHbl, KOTOPbIE, B CBOIO ouepeib, Bxoaunu B noqunHenune HKBJI CCCP.

Haxanyne Benukoii OTeuecTBEeHHOM BOMHBI Ha Bonire orcyTcTBoBaia peyHast Bo-
eHHast Quotunus. OqHaKo, mocie HanaJeHusl HauucTckou ['epManuu U Heyaad B XO-
ne JieTHed kamnanuu 1941 r., Bonpoc 0 co3aHuy Takou (DJIOTHIIMK HA CTpaTeruye-
CKOM TPaHCHOPTHOM apTepuu MpUOOpeN Ype3BbIYANHYIO aKTyaJ'ILHOCTBB. CornacHo
ykazanusim ['ocynapctBenHoro komurera oooponsl CCCP, Hapoanbiit komuccap Bo-
enHo-mopckoro ¢guora CCCP H.I'. Ky3nenoB npukazoM ot 23 okTsa06ps 1941 r. me-
pedopMHUpOBaN OPraHU30BAHHBIA K TOMY BpPEMEHH YUYeOHBIN OTpsA]l Kopalbiyei peku
Bouru B Bomkcekyio Boennyio duotimmio (BB®)’. MuTencuBHas 60eBas MOArOTOBKA
JUYHOTO cOcTaBa (JIOTWIMK BCTyNWIA B aKTUBHYIO (Da3dy ¢ HayajioM HaBHUTallUd
1942 rona, a yuyactue B 00€BBIX JASHCTBHAX MPHUILIOCH Ha Tepuoa CTaluHrpajcKon
OUTBBI.

N3BectHO, uTo 24 utonst 1942 r. Bomkckass BoeHHass (JIOTHIMS B COCTaBe TPeX
Opuraj pedHbIX Kopabyel U OTIeabHOM Opurasl TpajgeHus: pacnopsokenneMm CtaBku
BepxoBnoro ['maBHoro xomanmoBanus Ne 8/148 Obuta mepenogunHEHa B OTIEPATHB-
HOM TUIaHe KoMaHytomemy Boickamu Cranunrpanackoro (FOro-Boctounoro) ¢pon-
1a’°. CBouM npuka3zoM Ne 00130/OI1 ot 28 uronst 1942 r. on moctaBui nepea Bomx-
CKOW BOEHHOHN (IOTWUIIMEN ClieNyIolIre ONepaTUBHbBIC 3a7ayu: a) ObITh TOTOBOM K
HNOJJCPKKE JCHCTBHI CyXOIMyTHBIX BOWCK Ha CTamuHTPAZACKOM OOOPOHUTEIHLHOM
o0Bojie; 0) obecnieunTh KOMMYHUKalMM Ha ydactke KambimmuH — AcTpaxaHb; B) HE
JOMYCTUTh MEpPENnpaBy BONCK MPOTHUBHUKA 4Yepe3 peky Bonra; r) mpo4yHO NPUKPHITH
0a3pl QuioTuauu U olecrieyuTh OecniepeOoiiHy0 paboTy peuyHbIX MnoptoB Caparos,
Kampimmna, Cranunrpan, AcTtpaxaHp, 3allyINas UX OT BO3JCUCTBHS MPOTUBHUKA;
1) 06ECIIeHTh IIeperpaBy BOICK U rPy30B Ha CKBO3HBIX MapLIpyTax uepe3 Boiry™.

5 asrycta 1942 r. xomanayoomuii CTaIMHTpagckKuM (GPOHTOM ONEPATUBHOMN JTH-
pextuBoit Ne 00199/0I1 Bxirounn Bomxkckyro BOGHHYIO (DJIOTHUIIHIO B aKTUBHYIO 000-
pony Cranunrpaga. Eil mpennuceiBanoch: 1) conelictBoBaTh 15-i1 rBapaeiickoi

8 Hoxmnan vapogunoro komuccapa BM® CHK CCCP ot 7 utonst 1941 r. // llenTpasibHBINA BOCH-
HO-MOpckoii apxuB (manee — [[BMA). — ®@. 13. — Om. 1476. — 1. 2. — JI. 10-11.

® Mur. mo: Jlokmuonos U.H. Bomxckas baorunus B Benukoir OteuecTBeHHOW BOMHE //
Militera. — URL: http://militera.lib.ru/h/loktionov/01.html (marta o6pamienus — 02.07.2020)

10 Xponuka 0oeBbIx neiicTBuii Bomkckoit BoenHoW (notmnun B Benukoit OTeuecTBeHHOM
BoitHe CoBerckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomkckas BoenHas (iotums B 00sx 3a CtanuHarpan: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 13.

! Tam xe. — C. 9.
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CTPEJIKOBOW IWBU3MH, OOOPOHSBINIEH JIEBBIM YYaCTOK I0KHOTO CEKTOpa 00BO/a, B HE-
JOMYIIIEHUH TPOpPbIBa IPOTUBHUKA HA ceBep B paiioH Paiiropoaa; 2) B ciydae moaxo-
Jla IPOTUBHUKA K peke Bonra roxxHee 00Boja, HE TONMYCTUTh NIEPENpaBbl €ro Ha BOC-
TOYHBIN Oeper peku; 3) NPOJOJKUTh OuMIleHne Boiru ot BpaXkeckux MUH C LEJIbIO
oGecIIeyeHIsT HOPMATBHOTO CYI0X0CTBA -,

9 amrycra 1942 r., coriacHO yka3aHUIO HavalbHUKa [eHepanbHOrOo IMmrada
PKKA, Bomkckast BoeHHast (pIOTHIIMS B ONEPATUBHOM OTHOIIICHUU ObLjIa MOAYNHEHA
komauyomniemy FOro-Boctounsim ¢ppontom AWM. Epemenko. B ot ke nens nepen
Hel ObUIM MOCTaBJIEHBI CIAEAYIOIINE 3a/1auu: 1) TJIaBHBIMU CHUJIaMHU BO B3aUMOJIEHUCT-
BHHU C 57-11 apMHEN HE JOIYCTUTh ITOAX0/1a MPOTUBHHUKA K NIEPEIHEMY KpPArO BHEIIIHE-
ro 00Boga 00opoHUTENBHON mojockl CTanuHrpana B paiione Paitropona; 2) 6pone-
Karepam, Kypcupys no Bounre ot Paiiropona no KonaHoBku, He JOMYCTUTh POCAYU-
BaHUs MPOTUBHUKA TPyNIaMU K peke; 0oJiee MPOUYHO MPUKPHITh yyacTok CoJoaHU-
ku — YepHsbiil Sp; 3) ornenbHON Opuraae TpajieHusi NMPOU3BOIUTH TPAJICHHUE Bpake-
CKMX MMH Ha peke Boira B palione ACTpaxaHnls.

B pasrap 6utBel Ha Bonre B cocraBe Bomkckoil ¢GhIoTHIMKM HAaCUUTHIBAIOCH
33 OpoHekarepa. B cTporo 00bIYHO HaXOIUIOCh HE OoJiee 25—28, MOCKOIBKY MHOTHE
KaTtepa uMenu 00eBbI€ MOBPEKICHUS, TPEACIIbHO U3HOLIEHHBIE MEXaHU3MbI U TpeOo-
BaJM yacToro pemoHrta. Kpome Toro, msite OpoHeKaTepoB (IOTWUIUS MOTEpsIa 3a
BpeMsi 000poHbl CTanuHrpaja.

C navana CramuHrpajackoi OUTBBI U 10 16 nexabps 1942 r. moJ MHTEHCHUBHBIM
OTHEM MPOTUBHUKA Kopabau Bomxckoit hmotunuu cosepimim 6onee 35 ThicsSd peil-
COB, MepeBe3JIM Ha NpaBblid Oeper 88 Thicsy O0HIIOB M KoMaHIupoB KpacHoit apmuu ¢
BOOpY>KEHHEM U Ooemnpumnacamu, a Takxke 13 Teicsiy ToOHH Tpy30B. U3 CranuHrpana
OHM 3BaKyupOBaJIN 47 THICAY PAHEHBIX U OKOJIO 7 THICSY JKEHILWH, CTAPUKOB U JAETEH.
Aptmepueit Bomkckoit BoeHHON (prioTwimnu ObUIO YHUYTOXKEHO 00siee TpeX MOJIKOB
nexoTsl, moadburo 20 TankoB, cOuto 13 camoneTos, pa3pymieHo 6onee 100 130TOB U
GIMHIaXKeH, TTO[ABIeHO 26 apTHILIEPUICKNX GaTapeil mpOTHBHUKA .

25 urons 1942 r. npukazom HapkoMa BM® Ne 0633 OGpoHekarep noj 3aBOACKUM
No 330 B uncrne erme Tpex Apyrux ObUT 3a4UCIICH B COCTaB 3-To oTpsaa 1-ro ITUBU3HO-
Ha OpoHekaTepoB 1-ii Opuranbl peuHblx Kopabiei. B Teuenue 1942 r. mazBaHblii
OpoHekarep, Kak U UHbIe OpoHeKaTepa U TpajblIuKu Bomkckoi BoeHHOH (ioTuinu,
B CBSI3M C OpPraHU3alMOHHBIMM IMEPECTPOMKAMHU HEOJHOKPATHO MEpeaBalics U3 CO-
€AVMHEHUS] B COEAMHEHHUE, C MPHUCBOCHHEM €My HOBBIX 00eBbIX HOMeEpoB. Ilo 3Toi

12 XpoHuka 60eBbIX neWcTBuil Bomxkckoil BoeHHON (uoTunuu B Benukoit OredecTBeHHOMN
BoitHe CoBeTckoro Coro3a. Beimn. 1. Bomkckast Boennas ¢uotuius B 60sx 3a Ctanunrpan: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). —C. 17.

" Tam xe. — C. 29.

1 Bomkckass BoenHas ¢uormms B CranuHrpazckoit 6urse / Mup kopabueii. — URL:
https://zen.yandex.ru/media/worldofwarships.ru/voljskaia-voennaia-flotiliia-v-stalingradskoi-bitve-
5d45421fcfcc8600bb8e11b9 (nata obparienus — 15.01.2020)
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OpUYMHE B OOEBBIX CBOAKAX M MPOYUX CIyXkeOHbIX NokymeHTax BB® kartep ¢ury-
pupyet noj pasabiMu HoMepamu (Ne 43, 21 u 31). Bo uzbexanue myTaHUIIBI MBI OT-
naaum npeanourenue Ne 31, moj1 KOTOpbIM OpoHEKaTep YIIOMUHAETCS Yallle BCETo.

B sToT xe nenb, 25 uronsi, Bomxkckas BoeHHas JIOTUIIUS MPUKA30M €€ KOMaH-
nytomero Ne 0012 Gbuta 06BsBICHA AeifcTByromeii . Beuepom 27 wmroms 1942 .
BbK-31 B coctaBe oTpsiga napyrux 6ponekarepoB npuObul u3 CapatoBa B CtaivHrpan
U cpa3y e BKIIOYMIICS B KOHBOMPOBAHUE KAPaBaHOB CYJIOB C BOMHCKUMU I'py3aMu U
OTpaXKEHHE aTaK BPAKECKUX caMOIeToB . Kak M oCTalbHBIC OPOHEKATEPa, OH aKTHB-
HO Y4acTBOBaJ B 0O€BBIX JeHCTBUsIX. Takke OH MepeBO3UJI Ha JeBbli Oeper Bonru
paHEHBIX U OEKEHIIEB, HA MPaBblil — OOMIIOB ¢ BOOPYKEHUEM, POBU3HUIO U OOEIPH-
nackl. Tak, B utosie—aBrycre 1942 r. ero skumnax oTpa3ui 32 HajeTa BpaKeCKUX OoM-
GapAMPOBIIUKOB, a 29 IO COMI BPaXKECKHil caMoIeT .

OnepatuBHOM  AMpeKTHBOW  KomaHayomiero CramuHrpaackuMm  (GpPOHTOM
Ne 00199/0OI1 ot 5 aBrycra 1942 r. nepen 1-it Opurafoit peuHbIx KopabJieid, B COCTaBe
kotopoit nericrBoBan BK-31, Obuta mocraBieHa 3ajaya BO B3aUMOJICUCTBUU C YaCTS-
mu KpacHoit ApMuM ceBepHOro ydactka OOOpOHMTEIBHOIO 00BOJA HE JIOMYCTUTh
npopsiBa 000poHbl Ha ¢iaHre, ynupasiiemcs B Bonry. Ha Gponekarepa npu 3ToM
OBLJIO BO3JI0’KEHO MPUKPBITHE ACHCTBUI KAaHOHEPCKUX JIOJOK OT O€peroBoro mpoTUB-
HUKA, CAaMOCTOSITEIbHbIE HAOErOBbIE Olepaluy Ha (PJIAHT U ThUI MPOTHUBHUKA, BEJeE-
HUE pa3BeAKU NPUOPEKHON MOJOCHI, BBICAJIKA JECAHTA YUCIEHHOCTBIO 10 POTHI BO
(aHr ¥ THUI MPOTUBHMKA, ABIMOMACKHPOBKA C PEKH JCHCTBYIOUIMX HA MOOEPEkKbHE
yacteit KpacHoit ApMI/II/I18.

Bropoii onepatuBHoii 3aaueit 1-if Opuraabl peuyHbIX Kopabiel ctaio obecneye-
HUE KOMMYHMKalMU no peke Boira Ha yuactke KambiinH — Actpaxanb. BeimosHss
ee, bK-31 coBmecTHO ¢ npyrumu OpoHekaTepamMu OpUrajibl CONPOBOK/IAT KapaBaHbI
CYJZIOB U 0OecrieunBasl UX MPUKPBITHE OT JCHCTBUN OTACIbHBIX TUBEPCUOHHBIX TPYIII
IPOTHBHHKA C Oepera, a TakKe OTACIbHBIX BPAKECKUX CaMOJIETOB, TIBITABIIMXCS aTa-
KOBaTh Ha HU3KUX BBICOTaX. B MecTax CTOSHOK KapaBaHOB 00eCneuynBaIOCh UX MPU-
KpBbITHE JbIMAMH W MacKHpOBKa MOJPYYHBIMU cpeAcTBaMu. Takxe OpoHekaTepa
OCYLIECTBJISUIM OOpb0Yy C JMBEPCHOHHBIMHM TPyNIIaMH, BO3AYIIHBIMH JECAHTaAMHU H
IPOPBABLIMMHUCS TOAPA3ACICHUSMH NPOTUBHUKA, KAK CaAMOCTOSITEJIBHO, TaK U BO
B3anMoOJIecTBUM ¢ yacTsiMu KpacHoit Apmuu, myTeM MOJIEPKKH COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX

o XpoHuka 0oeBbIX JeiicTBuil Bomkckoil BoeHHON ¢(iotwinu B Benukoit OteuecTBeHHON
BoitHe CoBetckoro Coro3a. Bein. 1. Bomkckas BoeHHas Quiotuius B 60sx 3a CtanuHrpan: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 10-11.

' Tam xe. — C. 12.

Y Hompobuee cm.: Yepnviues A.A. Mopckast reapust OTedecTsa.

18 XpoHuka 00eBbIX aAelicTBUi Bomxckoil BoeHHON QuoTwiun B Benukoil OTedecTBeHHOM
BoriHe CoBerckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomxkckast BoenHas diotunus B 60sx 3a Ctanuarpas: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 20-21.

440 2020 * Vol.4 e+ Ne2



http://hpchsu.ru RESEARCH

NEHUCTBUI KaHOHEPCKHUX JIOJIOK WJIM BBICAJKU JECAHTa C €ro MOCIeAYIOIIEeNd apTHilie-
pUMCKON nozmepm(oﬁlg.

OcHoBHol onepatuBHOM 3aaueid BK-31 B cooTBeTCTBMM ¢ HA3BaHHOU TUPEKTH-
BOH cTano oOecrieueHue MepenpaB BOMCK M IPy30B Ha CKBO3HBIX MapuIpyTax uyepes
pexy Boara. Ilpu 3ToM 0oH ObLT 00s13aH OCYIIECTBIIATH Pa3BEAKY MOAXOJIOB K Iepe-
npaBaM, UAYIIMM BAOJbL Oepera Boiru, mpuKpeITHE MepernpaB IbiIMaMu U 00pbOy ¢
OJIMHOYHBIMU CaMOJIETaMU IPOTUBHUKA, YHUUTOXATh CBOUMHU OTHEBBIMU CPEJICTBAMHU
IIpOpBaBIIMECA K MEpENpaBe IPYINbl MTPOTHUBHUKA, MOJ OTHEM MPOTUBHUKA MEpe-
IpaBJISTh OT/AEJbHBIE JIETKOBOOPYKEHHbIE T'PYIIbl KpacHoapmeies. Kpome Toro,
TUPEKTUBOM MPEAyCMATPUBAIOCh YHUUTOXKEHHUE IEpenpaB, KOrja B HUX Hcue3ala
HAI00HOCTB /ISl HALIKX BOMCK” .

CornacHo Ha3BaHHOMY MpuKa3zy koManaytouiero Oro-BocrounsiMm gpponTOM OT
9 aBrycra 1942 r., BK-31 B coctaBe 3-T0 OoTpsiia OpOoHEKAaTepOB MOAAepKUBANT 1-i1 1
2-11 B3BOJIbI MOPCKOM MeXOThI B paiioHe CoJIOAHUKOB, HE JOMYyCKas MepenpaBbl MPo-
TUBHHUKA 4epe3 Boury B paitone KameHnHoro }IpaZl. Bwmecre ¢ aTuM, 3a HUM COXpaHs-
JUCh TNOCTAaBJICHHBIE paHEE 3aJa4ud, BBIIOJHATH KOTOPHIE €My MPUXOAWIOCH C He-
OOJBIIMMU TIEpephIBAMU Ha PEeMOHT B paiione ConoaHuku—Pairopo.

[Tocne toro, kak 23 aBrycra 1942 r. npoTUBHUK BIUIOTHYIO nojgomen Kk CranuH-
IpaJICkOMy OOOpOHUTENBHOMY OOBOY, Ha MEPBbIM IJIaH BbIIBUHYJIACH 3aja4ya oOec-
IIeYeHUs Iepenpas yepe3 Boary BONCK, BOOPYKEHHSI 1 BOMHCKOrO cHapsbkeHus. Ha
ocHoBaHum noctaHoBjaeHus Boernnoro Cosera Oro-Bocrounoro ¢gponra Ne 0160 ot
30 aBrycra 1942 r. Obu1 pazpaboTaH 1jaH oOecriedeHus: mepenpas yepe3 Boary B
paiione CranuHrpaaa riaByduMu cpeactBamu. [lpu 3Tom Ha BOJDKCKYI0 BOCHHYIO
(GoTunuio OblIa BO3JIOKEHA OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 00ECIIEUeHHE MEPENpaB Ha yUacTKe
Ne 2 (Ilentpanbubiit) u Ne 5 (Kynpr6aza). CpeactBamu QuioTuianu OBIIIO HAMEYEHO
nepenpasiath He MeHee 20 000 udenoBek B CyTKHZZ. OnHako, Kak MoOKazaJio Jaib-
Hel1Iee pa3BuTHE COOBITUH, MacIITa0bl MEPEBO30K OKA3aIMCh ropasno ckpomHee. [1o
UMEIOIIMMCS JaHHBIM, ¢ 23 aBrycta no 10 okts0ps 1942 r. cpencreamu BB® uepes
Boary 6sutn nepenpasnensl 23 123 6oiiiia u komanaupa PKKA, 17 100 paneHsix,
5 400 mupnbIx xkuTenei u 1 400 TOHH pa3TUYHBIX rpy301323.

B xoHue aBrycra 1942 r. Hemuam yJ1anocs nepepes3aTh CyXONnyTHbIE KOMMYHHUKA-
MU U Jep>KaTh MOJI OTHEM IyTh OT TOPOJia BBEPX IO pEKe, a B HavaJjie CEHTSIOps OT-
pe3arb myTh B ropon u ¢ tora. Takum oOpa3om, Boiicka 62-it apmuu B.M. UyiikoBa
OKa3aJIMCh B M30JUPOBAHHOM C CYIIU ropoje. B atux ycnoBusix nerctust GpaoTuiInu

19 Xponuka 0oeBbIx neiicTBuii Bomkckoit BoeHHOW ¢(notmnmuu B Bemukoit OTeuecTBeHHOM
BoriHe CoBerckoro Cotro3a. Beim. 1. Bomxkckast BoenHas diotunus B 60sx 3a CtanuHrpas: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). - C. 18.

2 Tam xe. — C. 22.

?! Tam xe. — C. 29.

% Tam xe. — C. 47.

2% Tam xe. — C. 102.
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nproOpenn ocoOeHHO BakHOE 3HaueHne. OT WX YCHENTHOCTH 3aBHCeNn Oecrepedoii-
HOCTh CHaOKEeHUS U 00ECTIOCOOHOCTh BOMCK, a TAKXKe OBICTPOTA IBAKYAIIMH PAHEHBIX.
Bosrnapnsasmmii o6opony Cranunrpaga B.M. UyiikoB o poiau MOpSKOB (DJIOTUIINH,
00 uX MOABUIaX BIOCJIEICTBUM BbIpa3uics kpatko: «Eciu Obl ux He Obu10, 62-4 ap-
MU TTOTHOTa GbI 663 GOSTPHITACOB 1 IIPOIOBOIBCTBU» .

Cnenyer oTMeTUTh, 4To B CTaluHrpajze B ATOT MEPUOJ OYEHBb IIOXO 0OCTOSIIO
JIEJIO ¢ IBaKyaluel paHeHbIX Ha JieBbiid Oeper Bonru. Komanaup npubsiBmieii B Cta-
JUHTpaa B cepenuHe ceHTsOps 13-k ['Bapaeiickoi CTPENKOBOM TUBH3WU HUKAKUX
CPEJIICTB JJIsl 3TOTO HE MUMel BoBce. JIerkopaHeHbIM 00ilIaM MPUXOAUIIOCH CAMUM Jie-
JaTh IUIOTHl ¥ TPY3UTh Ha HUX TSDKENO paHeHbIX. llepenpaBiissch, OHU OTHOCHIIHCH
TeueHneM BHU3 1o Boure u, mpucras k Oepery, pazdpenanuch Mo cejaM B IMOUCKaX
MEIULIHUHCKON MOMOIIU. AHAJOTHYHOE MOJO0KEHUE CIOXKWIOCh B 62-ii apmun. Cynas
no gonecenuto Ocoboro oraena HKBJ[ Cramunarpanckoro ¢ponTa 0 X01e 00€B B
Cranunrpagne ot 16 centsiopst 1942 r., ropoa k 060poHe noAroTosiaeH He Obl1. Huka-
KHUX YKPEIUICHUH Ha yJIMIAX, 3alacoB OOENpUITacOB, MEAUKAMEHTOB U MPOIOBOJILCT-
BUsI CBOEBPEMEHHO IOJATOTOBUTH HE YJAIOCh. B TeueHue TOJBKO OAHOrO JHS yIU4-
HBIX 6OEB OBUIH H3PACXOJOBAHbI IIPAKTHYECKH BCE GOCIpPUIAchl™". FIMEHHO 109TOMY
KU3HEHHO BaKHOM OKa3aslach JOCTaBKa MOJKPEIICHUH, 00enprnacoB 1 MpoaoBOiIb-
CTBUS Ye€pe3 €AMHCTBEHHYIO JACHCTBYIOUIYIO BOJIKCKYIO MEpENpaBy, IPUYEM UCKITIO-
YUTEJIbHO B HOUHOE BpeMmsl. M3110KEHHOE KPACHOPEYMBO CBUJIETENBCTBYET O KpallHE!
aKTYaJIbHOCTU OCYLIECTBIISIBIIUXCSl OpoHekarepamu BB® BoMHCKUX NEpPEBO30OK, aK-
TUBHOE y4acTue B KOTOpbIX npuHuman bK-31.

Taxum oOpazom, ¢ 3Toro Bpemenu bK-31 B 0CHOBHOM cocpeoToumniICs Ha nepe-
Opocke uepe3 Bonry BOMHCKHX MOJKPEIUICHUH, a TaKKe dBaKyalliid paHEHbIX U MUP-
HOro HaceneHus. [Ipu 3ToM Bce yale eMy IpUXOAWIOCH BBIIOIHATE COOTBETCTBYO-
IIMe 3aJ1ayu 1MoJ| 00CTpesoM, a ¢ ceHTO0pst 1942 r. 0MHOBPEMEHHO BCTYMATh B TEpe-
CTPEJIKY C OTHEBBIMU TOYKAMHU MPOTUBHUKA. 26 ceHTs0pst 1942 r., Bo3Bpamasich u3
orepanuu no nepedpocke Boiick B paitone Cranunrpana, bK-31 6bu1 oOcTpensH ap-
TUJIEPUHACKUM, MUHOMETHBIM U MYJIEMETHBIM OrHEM Bpara. B pesynbrare oH moiy-
YT MHOTOYHCIICHHBIE TTPOOOMHBI B palioHE HOCOBOTO KyOpuka u 6oeBoit pyOku. Ko-
MAH/IIp KaTepa ¥ KOMAHIHp OTHCICHHS OBLIM TSDKEIO paHeHbI- . COBMECTHO C TPeMst
npyrumu katepamu, bK-31 sBakyupoan 157 panensix. Kpome Toro, Ha npaBsliii Oe-
per Boirm um Obutn mepeBe3eHbl 3,5 T OOEMpPUIACOB U BOEHHOI'O CHApsOKEHUS, a
takke 20 kpacHoapmeiiiieB. Jlo okTsaops 1942 r. BK-31 naxoausics B pacnopskeHUU

* Yyiikoe B.M. Hauano mytu. — C. 163.

2 Jlomecerne OO HKBJI CT® B HKBJI CCCP o xome Goes B CramuHrpane
16 centabps 1942 r. // «Crapslii neiixrays». Poccuiickuii BoeHHO-UCTOpUYEeCKHi xypHai. Dopym.
— URL: http://www.sammler.ru/index.php?showtopic=87000// (/lata oOpamienus 15 sHBaps
2020r.)

?® Omepcroaka Ne 28/OI1 mraba OBT Ha 08.00. 26.09.42 . // LIBMA. — ®. 66. — Om. 9. —
J. 10. - JI. 30.
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3amectutens komanaytouiero Cranunrpaackum ¢ppontom @.U. [Nonmkosa, mon xo-
MaH/I0BaHUEM KOTOPOTO MTPOBEJ PsAJl YCIEHIHbIX O0EBBIX ONEPALIUM.

[Tocne toro, kak 27 centsiops 1942 r. Ha yvactke LleHTpanpHON mepenpassl, B
paiione pycna p. Lapuusl nporuBHuk Bbilien k Bonre, OtnensHoil Opurazae tpase-
Husl, KoTopoi Obutn npuaansl bBK-31 BMecTe ¢ rpymnmoit gpyrux OpoHekaTepoB, ObL1a
NIOCTABJICHA 3a/1aya 3BaKyMpOBaTh PAHEHBIX Ha JIEBbIA Oeper Bousru, a Takxke nocra-
BUTH 00EBOE TOMOJHEHUE U MuTaHue JactsiM KpacHoit Apmuu, JeHCTBOBABIIMM Ha
yuactke [leHTpanbHoil nepenpasbl. Beinonnss sty 3amady, BK-31 ocymiectsisin pas-
BeJKy OeperoBoi Mojochl HA y4acTKe BBICAJKU BOWCK U MPUEMKU paHeHbIX. [IpuHsIB
IIOCJIEIHUX B CBOM BHYTPEHHHUE IMOMEIIECHUS, IPUKPBIBASICH ABIMOBOM 3aBECOM, KaTep
3aHUMAJICA UX IIEPEBO3KOM, OHOBPEMEHHO IOAABIAS OIrOHb IPOTUBHUKA U MOAJEP-
JKUBAsL TEM CAMBIM TPAJIBIIAKH’ .

Ha cnenyrommii nenb, 28 ceHTaOpsi, IEHCTBYS B TOM )K€ MECTE COBMECTHO € Opo-
HekatepoM Ne 34, BK-31 BcTynuit B ¢XBaTKy C 8-F0 TUTJIIEPOBCKMMH IPOTUBOTAHKO-
BBIMH OPY/IMSMH, YHHYTOXKHB 2 U3 HUX .. O6a KaTepa MOTyYHIN MHOTOYHCICHHBIE
noBpexaeHus, B yacTHOCTH Ha BK-31 oCkOJIKOM BpakeCKOro cHapsija 3aKJIMHUIIO
Gamn0>’. XapaKkTepHO, 4TO aKTHBHO YYacTBYS B OOCBBIX ACHCTBUAX, oKumax BK-31
HEU3MEHHO MPUXOJWI Ha BBIPYUYKY ApyruMm cyaam BB®, nonmaBumium B Geny. Tak,
1 okTs6pst 1942 1. BK-31 chsin ¢ menn 6ponexarepa Ne 61 u 63,

HecmoTpss Ha HenpekpamaBmuecs: nepectpenku ¢ Bparom, bK-31 mpomomxan
BBINIOJIHEHNE CBOMX OCHOBHBIX 3a/1ay IO NepeOpOCcKe BOWCK C BOOPYKEHUEM U 3Ba-
Kyalluu paHeHbIX. 2 OKTA0pst 1942 r. moa orHeM MpOTUBHUKA OH TepeBe3 38 TsKemno-
paHeHbIX U3 pailoHOB npuctanu CosieHas U 3aBojaa «KpacHblit OKTﬂ6pB>>31. Vxke Ha
cinenayronui gaenb, 3 oktsa0ps, bK-31 mepeBe3 Ha neBwlil Oeper 79 paHeHbIX, a Ha
npaBblii — 67 OOMIIOB C MOJIHBIM BOOPYKEHUEM U 3 TOHHBI I'py3a. CBOUM OTHEM KaTep
YHUUYTOXWII TPYIIILY HEMELKUX aBTOMATIHKOB . 4 okTsi0pst bBK-31 mox ornem mpo-
TUBHMKA HBAaKyHpOBal 45 paHEHBIX COBETCKUX OOMIIOB M KOMAHAMPOB. 5 OKTSAOPS
1942 r. xaTep BbIBe3 ¢ mpaBoro 6epera Boaru 22 paneHbIX U 64 MUPHBIX KUTEIS, HA

2 XpoHuka 00eBbIX nelicTBuil Bomkckolr BoeHHOW (ot B Benmukonr OTedecTBEHHOM
BoitHe CoBerckoro Coro3a. Beimn. 1. Bomkckas Boennas ¢aotuius B 00sx 3a Ctanuurpal;: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 78.

% Tam xe. — C. 79.

29 Kypnan (opurunan) 6oeBwix aeiictBuii 1-ii 6puragst BB®. Hawat 30.07.42 r. OxoHueH
25.10.42 r. 28-29 cenr. // UIBMA. — ®. 66. — Om. 8. — /1. 10. —JI. 32.

* Onepcronka Ne 33/0I1 mra6a OBT ma 08.00. 1.10.42 r. // IBMA. — ®. 66. — Om. 9. —
. 10. —JI. 36.

8 XpoHuka 0oeBbIx JeiicTBuil Bomkckoil BoeHHOU (uotunuu B Benukoit OTeuecTBeHHOM
BoitHe CoBerckoro Coro3a. Brimn. 1. Bomkckas Boennas ¢iotuius B 00sx 3a Ctanunarpan;: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 83.

32 Kypnan 6oeBbix nerictBuii 1-it 6puransr BB®. Havar 30.07.42 r. — Oxonuen 25.10.42 r. //
IBMA — ®. 66. — Om. 8. — JI. 10. — JI. 38.
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npaBbIii Oeper nepeBe3 46 aBTOMATUYMKOB U 3 TOHHBI rpy3a. B xone onepanun HeMIIbl
HOJIBEPTIIN KaTep apTHILIEPUHCKOMY M MUHOMETHOMY OOCTpelly, B OTBET Karep Io-
JIABHIT BPA)KECKOE OPYAHME M pacces 10 B3BOJA aBTOMATYMKOB MPOTHBHHKA . Ha
cienyromui aeHn, 6 oktsaops, bK-31 coBmectHo ¢ OpoHekarepoM Ne 34 moxa apTui-
JEPUMCKUM M MUHOMETHBIM OTHEM IIPOTMBHHMKA IIE€pEBE3NU 5,5 TOHH TPY30B H
40 60ii10B, Ha JEBBIH Geper — 74 paHeHBIX . 7 OKTAOPS, TAKKe ACHCTBYS B Mape ¢
oponekarepom Ne 34, BK-31 nocraBun Ha nipaBbiii Oeper Boiru 70 60#110B 1 0K010
6 TOHH Tpy30B, Ha JIeBbIl Oeper Obuln nepeBe3eHbl 13 paneHbIX. B pesynbrare ap-
TUJIEPUHCKOTO U MUHOMETHOTO 00CTpelia MPOTUBHUKA 00a OpoHeKaTepa MoIydriIind
MHOTOUYHCIICHHBIE TPOOOHHBL .

K sTOMYy BpeMeHU NPOTUBHUK CBOUMHM IPEBOCXOJALIMMHA CUIIAMUA ITOTECHUII Yac-
Td 62-i1 u 64-1 apMuli U BBIIIEN Ha MpaBblid Oeper Bonru Ha roxxHON okpanne Cra-
nuHrpana. CeBepHas rpynmna kopabieit BBD, B cocraBe koTopoit aeiictBoBan bK-31,
Ha 3ToM 3Tane CranuHrpajackoid OWUTBBI MOJAJEPKUBAIa OTHEM CBOEH apTUILIEpUU
0oeBble neicTBUA 124-i1 OTAeNnbHON CTPENKOBOM Opuraasl B paiione CTalMHIpaaCKo-
ro TpakTOpHOro 3aBoja, CrnapraHoBKU U PhIHKa, a Takxke obecreunBaia nepenpaBy
Ha nuHun Cryapu — Cl‘[apTaHOBKaBG.

Heobxoaumo oTMeTUTh, 4TO OpOHEKaTepaM B ATOT MEPHOJI TPUXOAMIOCH JIEUCT-
BOBATh KaK THEM, TaK U HOYBIO B CIOKHEHIINX METEOPOJIOTUNYECKUX W HABUTALIMOH-
HbIX ycnoBusx. @apBarep Bonru Obul CHIIBHO 3aCOpeH 00JIOMKaMH 3aTOIUIEHHBIX CY-
JI0B U TecyaHbIMU HaHocamu. Kakue-nn0Oo miaByune mian OeperoBble CUTHAIBHBIC
3HAKW OTPAXKIEHUS OTCYTCTBOB&IM. JOCTaBIsAs OKPYXKEHHBIM B paiiOHE 3aBOJa
«Kpacnsiii Oxtsa0ps» 1 CrnapranoBku yactsiMm PKKA nonkpemnenus, opyxkue, 6oe-
npuUnachl, TPOJOBOJLCTBHE, METUKAMEHTBI U MIPOYEE, 3BAKyUpPys 0OpaTHBIM pericoM
pPaHEHbIX BOCHHOCIYXaluXx U MuUpHoe HaceneHue, bK-31 u apyrum OponekaTepam
BCSAKHUI pa3 MPUXOAUIIOCH C 60€M IMPOPHIBATHCS MUMO 3aHSTOTO MPOTUBHUKOM Oepe-
ra.

OauH U3 y4acTHUKOB coObITUH, BeTepaH-KpacHoduoren [LII. [TnoTHuKOB, OBIB-
MMM MyJeMEeTYUK OJHOro U3 OpoHekarepoB BB®, BcnoMuHaeT, 4TO HA HUX BBIOBLI
U3 CTPOSI MOYTH BECh JIMYHBIN COCTaB (M3-3a JUIMTEIHHOTO MPEeObIBaHMS B HEOTAILIH-
BAaGMbIX KaTepax y MOPSAKOB OT IEPEOXJIAXKACHUS OTHUMAINCh KOHEYHOCTH). MX
NPUXOAWIOCH 3aMEHSTh HAa HECKOJbKO JHEH, N0 mpuObITHs momnonHeHus. Houbio
NPpUXOAUIOCH AenaTh 3—4, a uHorAa U 5 peiicoB uepe3 Boiary. Boara B mpsmom

s Xponuka 0oeBbIx neiictBuil Bomkckoil BoeHHOW ¢(notmnuu B Benukoit OTeuecTBeHHOM
BoitHe CoBetckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomxkckas BoeHHast (hiaotuiust B 00sx 3a CranuHrpaj;: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 39-40.

% Tam xe. — C. 88.

% Tam xe. — C. 17.

% Oruer 0 GoeBOI NEATEILHOCTH CranuHrpascKoil omepaTHBHOIN rpynmbl Kopabneid Bomxk-
ckor BoeHHOH dotunuu 3a nepuoa ¢ 01.10 mo 31.12.42 roma / IBMA. — @. 19. — Om. 1. —
1.86.—J1. 2.
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cMmbiciie ropena. [ToBcromy mbutanu ceBmne Ha «OaHKW, MOAOUTHIE OTHEM TPOTHB-
37
HUKa cyJa .

OpynuitHblit pacuér OpoHekatepa BBO.
Ucrounuk: Yandex doro.

B Houb ¢ 8 Ha 9 okTAOps 1942 r. OpoHekarep mociie BBIMOJHEHUS OYEpEeAHOU
0oeBOM 3amauM ObLI 3aJ€MCTBOBAaH Ha NEpeOpPOCKE BOWMCK, PAHEHBIX M BOMHCKOIO
CHapshKeHHUs B paiioHe nepemnpabbl Ne 2, pacrionaraBuieiica B paiione 3aBoga «Kpac-
He1ii OKTA0pHY. CBenenus o nocinenueM noxone bK-31 pasusarcs u kpaiiHe IpOTHBO-
peunBel. Jlaske oduimanbHble pe3yJbTaThl paccieloBaHUs €ro ruleian B OKTAOpe
1942 r. He BnosiHE COOTBETCTBYIOT AaHHbIM ocMmoTpa BK-31, npennpunaroro B Ha-
crosiiee Bpems. OHaKO, JTOCTOBEPHO M3BECTHO, YTO C PACCBETOM TUTJIEPOBLBI OT-
KpBUIM IO KaTepy yparaHHbI NPULEIbHBIM OrOHb W3 APTUJUIEPUM M MHUHOMETOB
PSAMOU HaBoz[Koﬁ?’S.

Bunumo, moHumasi, 4To KaTep MoJIy4rsl TSKEIble OBPEXKIEHUS, KOMaHIUp KaTe-
pa MOMNBITANICA 1aTh €My MOJHBIN X0[. Y4uThiBasi TpeOOBaHUS CBETOMACKUPOBKH, a
TaK)K€ y3KH€ CMOTPOBBIE LIEIU 00€BOM pyOKH, 110 BCEl BEPOSATHOCTH, OH BBIHYK/IECH
ObLT HACTEXKb OTKPBHITh OPOHHPOBAHHYIO JIBEPH, C TE€M, YTOOBI Jydllle KOHTPOJIHUPO-
BaTh 00CTAHOBKY U PyKOBOAUTH 00oeM. Ckopee BCero, MMEHHO B 3TOT BPEMEHHOH OT-
PE30K U B TaKUX OOCTOSATEIHCTBAX OH MOTMO B Pe3ysIbTaTe YCHIMBILIETOCS 0OCTpena.
B xone ynmuroxxkenus mpotuBHukoM bK-31, Tpoe uimeHOB ero skumaxa morudim,
JIBOE YTOHYJIM M TpPOe ObUTH paHeHbI . 110 HEKOTOPHIM CBEICHMSM, TOCIE IHOEH
KOMaH/JMpa OCTABIIMECS B )KMBBIX YJICHBI DKUIIaKa BMECTE C PAHEHBIMU U YBAKYHPO-

3 U3 komnexuun JIOKYMEHTOB M MaTepHuasioB BoeHHo-ucToprueckoro mysest «Hacnenuey.

%8 ITnexoe U.M., Xeamos C.I1., 3axapoe I'.1. B orne cranuarpaackux nepenpas. — C. 152.

% Oruer 0 GoeBOI HEATENEHOCTH CranuHrpaackoi onepaTUBHOW Ipynmbl kKopabneil Bomx-
ckor BoeHHOH dotunuu 3a nepuoa ¢ 01.10 mo 31.12.42 roma / IBMA. — @. 19. — Om. 1. —
H.86.—JL.5.
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BAaHHBIMU TOKMHYJM KaTep, MOCIE Yero BIUIaBb HIIM BOpoa moOpaiuchk a0 Oepera.
OpHako U TaM ApaMaTH4ecKue COOBITHS HE 3aKOHYMINCh. OHM 3aCIy’KUBAIOT CaMo-
CTOSITEJIbHOT'O PACCMOTPEHHUS U OyIyT MpOaHATU3UPOBAHbl HAMU OT/AEIIBHO.

Kak oxa3anocs, Bpaxkeckue cHapsaael nopazwim bK-31 B palioHe MalIMHHOTO OT-
neneHus, 6aka u pyoOku. YTpatuBIIMM XOj KaTep HakpeHuics. CUIbHOE TEUCHHE
cHecqo ero noja Boay. Mimenno Onaronaps Tomy o0crositensctBy, uto bK-31 oka3zan-
cs 1o pyOKy B BOJIE, €My YJaJIOCh M30eXkaTh MoXKapa U COXPAHUTh B LIEIOCTU BOOPY-
xeHue u 6oenpunacel. [1o 3To# ke npuynHe HAa OOPTY OCTANKCH U TeJla TOTUOIIHX.

CrycTsi HECKOJIBKO 4acOB, PUCKYS JKM3HBIO CBOMX JKHUIIaKeH, Ha momolls bK-31
npuiiyn Oponekarepa Ne 12 u 36. IIpukpbiBasch JbIMOBOM 3aBECOW, OHM IMOIBITA-
JIMCh CTAILIUTh €r0 C MEJIM, HO 0e3yCIeNHo, T. K. OH 3aTOHYJI M0 caMmylo pyOky. Oka-
3aBIIMCH MOJI 0KECTOUYEHHBIM 0OCTPEIOM IPOTUBHUKA, OHU BBIHYK/IEHBI OBLITU PETHU-
pPOBaThCS, MOTEPSIB MO/ OTHEM MPOTUBHUKA JIBYX KpacHO(IOTIIEB YOUTHIMHU U JBYX
paHCHBIMHE .

B xone ob6cnenoBanus, npeanpuHsaToro 11 oktsaops 1942 r., BBIAICHWIOCH, YTO 3a-
toHyBIMi BK-31 GonbmmHCTBO MPOOOUH MMeeT B KOPMOBOM yacTu. [Ipuctynuts K
UX 3aJIeNIKe J0JIro He ynaBanock. Hakoner, 14 okTs0ps B mTadbe Boimkckoil BoeHHOM
baoTwiMKM OBLTO TOJYYEHO JOHECEHHE OT (PIarMaHCKOro MeXxaHuKa O TOM, 4TO pado-
Ta 1Mo 3ajenbpiBaHuio npooonH Ha bK-31 B 0OCHOBHOM 3akoHYE€HA U HayaTa OTKAauKa
BOJIBI M3 €ro Koprmyca' . OfHAKO, HECMOTPS HA BCE MPEANPUHATBIC YCHITHS, CHSTh C
MEIN U OTOYKCUPOBATh KaTep B 0€30MMacCHOE MECTO TaK M HE yJanock. bykcupoBou-
HBIE TPOCHI, HE BBIJIEPKAB HArpy3KH, pBaJUCh, HE TIOMOIJIO U BOOJA3HOE 000py/I0-
BaHue. Bus 6ecniepcrneKTUBHOCTh criacaTellbHbIX paboT, ¢ KaTepa ObLUIO CHSTO BOO-
py’KeHHe U 4acTb oOopynoBaHus. HanpsbkeHHble OOeBble JEHCTBUS HE MO3BOJIWIH
OTBJIEKATh Il CIIACEHUS KaTepa APYrue Cy/ia, a TAK)KE PUMEHSTh CHEUAIBHYIO CY-
JIOTIOBEMHYI0 TEXHHKY'>. BCKOpEe €ro KOpIyC CKpPBUICS MOA BOJOI MONHOCTHIO.
12 Hos10pst 1942 r. mpukazom komanayromero BB® Ne 0153 BK-31 6b11 uckitoueH
13 cocTaa (IOTHIIMH KaK MOTHOMIHIL .

HegeposiTHO, HO B pe3yibTaTe pabOThl C JOKYMEHTAJIBHON JIUTEPATypoOll U Me-
MyapaMH BETEpaHOB, COTpyJIHHKamu Mmyses «Hacienue» Obul HaliileH HEMOCPEACT-

“ Oruer 0 GoeBoil KEATEIBHOCTH CranuHrpaackoi onepaTUBHOW Ipynmsl Kopabnei Bomxk-
ckoil BoeHHOM (motunum 3a nepuon ¢ 01.10 mo 31.12.42 roga // IBMA. — @. 19. — Omn. 1. —
1.86.—JL.5.

“ Xponuka 0oeBbIx neiicTBuil Bomkckoit BoenHOW ¢(notmnuu B Benukoit OTeuecTBeHHOM
BoiiHe CoBetckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomkckas BoeHHast (hiotunust B 00sx 3a Cranuarpaj;: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 232.

42 XKypuan OoeBbIx neicTBUi mTada oTAenbHOU Opuraabl TpajeHuss BB®. Hauat 24 wurons
42 r. 3akonued B 08.30. 11.10.42r. //IIBMA. — ®. 66. — On. 8. — 1. 7. — JI. 95-99.

“ XpoHuka 00eBbIX aAelicTBUi Bomxckoil BoeHHON QuoTwiun B Benukoil OTedecTBeHHOM
BoriHe CoBerckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomxkckast BoenHas diotunus B 60sx 3a Ctanuarpas: (kamma-
Hus 1942 r.). — C. 91.
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BEHHBIN ydacTHUK pokoBbIX ist BK-31 u ero sxunaxa coObiTHil — 00ep-neidTeHanT
71-it nexotHoM nuBM3uM BepmaxTta Burant Broctep. B ero kHure™, a Taxke B MHO-
TOYUCJICHHBIX HHTEPBBIO OIMCHIBAIOTCS OOCTOSITENILCTBA IMOTOIUICHUS COBETCKOIO
«MOHHUTOpa» B paiioHe octposa ['onoausii. [Io yrBepxkaenuro B. Brocrepa, nMeHHO
OH M €ro COCIYKHUBLBI YHUUTOXUIU bK-31, npuHsB ero 3a kaHoHEPCKYHO N0JKY. [1o
ero cioBaMm, y Boyirm rutiaepoBibl YCTAHOBWIN ABa TPO(QEHWHBIX COBETCKUX 76-MM
OpyIus, KOTOPBIC OXPaHSIN OCper U JOJKHBI OBUIH CTPENIATh 10 JIFOOBIM KOPaOIIsIM
Ha peKe.

[To3unuyu HEMIIEB CTpaJaid OT PEryJIIPHBIX 00CTPEIOB COBETCKOW KaHOHEPCKOM
JOJKH, CHAaOXK€HHOM OByMs OamHsAMU OT TaHKoB T-34. HeogHokpaTHO BcTymas c
HEI0 B apTUJUIEPUICKYIO Ty3Jib, THTIEPOBIIbI CYMEIH XOPOIIO MPUCTPEIATh dapBaTep
B TOM MECT€, IJIe OHa mepemenianack. B pe3yibrare UM yiajloch YCHENIHO MOPAa3UTh
bK-31, Bonero ciyuas oka3aBLIMWCS MMEHHO B 3TOM MmectTe. [lo BocrmoMuHaHUsIM
B. Broctepa, HeCMOTpsI Ha IOBPEXKACHUS U MOTEPIO XOAa, KaTep MY>KECTBEHHO IPO-
JOJDKWJI MPOTHUBOOOPCTBO € TEPMAHCKUMHU apTWiuiepucTamu. braromaps stomy,
0’KECTOUYEHHAsI CXBAaTKa C COBETCKUM «MOHHUTOPOM) Oblia yIOCTOE€HA YIIOMHHAHUS B
CpelICTBaX TePMAHCKON ()POHTOBOM MporaraHjibl, a €€ YYaCTHUKH — >KEJIE3HbIX Kpe-
croB®,

C 30 suBaps no 16 deBpans 2018 r. Bo3BpatieHHsIi k xu3au bK-31 yyactBoBan
B MHOTOYHUCJICHHBIX MEPOIPUATHUSAX, IOCBSIIECHHBIX MPa3AHOBAHUIO 75-1€THs TOOEbI
B Craymarpaackoit 6utse. OH OBUT BBICTABJICH PSAIOM CO 37aHHEM Bomirorpaackoro
ucTopuyeckoro napka «Poccust — Most uctopusi». BHyTpu My3es Obuta opraHu30BaHa
HeOoJbIIas BHICTABKA, MOCBAIIEHHAs OpoHekaTepy. B cTeKIIIHHBIX OOKCax JEMOHCT-
PUPOBAIUCH 3JEMEHTHI KOpIyca M OCHACTKU KOPAOJs, JIMYHBIE BEIIM U MPEIMETHI
oOuxona ero skunaxa. IToceturenam ObUIM MOKa3aHbl YHUKAJIbHbIE HAXOAKH, CJleE-
JaHHBbIE HA OOPTY Karepa B XOJI€ €ro MmojabemMa U BoccTaHoBieHus. Cpean HUX — Ke-
POCHHOBasi TOpefka, TeJeQOoH U KOMIAC, KOTOPbIe, HECMOTPSl Ha BCE MEPUTIETUU U
75-neTHee npeObIBaHUE MO/ BOJOM, HAXOJATCA B MPEKPACHOM pabOvyeM COCTOSHUU.
Kpome Toro, B 3kcno3uiuu ObLIM pa3MelieHbl OOHAPYKEHHbIE CIENUATUCTaMU MY-
3es «Hacnenue» HoTo U TOKyMEHTHI WICHOB SKHITaXKa U CaMOT0 Karepa.

st sxureneit u rocteit Bonrorpaga Obuin opraHu3oBaHbl 3KCKypcuu. [lnanupo-
BaJIOCh, YTO BBICTaBKa Oy/AeT padOTaTh TOJBKO BO BpeMs MPa3JHUYHBIX MEPONpHUs-
TUH, T. €. Bcero 5 aueir. OgHaKko, M0 MHOTOUYUCIEHHBIM ITPOChOaM rpaxjaaH OHa Mpo-
JUIWIIACh JIBE HeAEenU. Jlroau 1o cux nmop npuxomar B myser «Most Mctopusi» u pac-
CIIPAIINBAOT O 6p0HeKaTepe46. Eme ogna mocesiiennass bK-31 BeicTaBka mpoiiia B

“ Wiister W. An Artilleryman in Stalingrad. — P. 174.

> Wermachtbericht. — 1942. — 10 Okt.

46 [Ipesunent PO B.B. Ilytun nocerun Mcropudeckuit mapk «Poccust — Mos ucrtopusi» B Bo-
rorpane // Poccust — Most ucropusi. — URL: https://myhistorypark.ru/news/prezident-rf-vladimir-
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Uctopuko-MmemopualibHoM My3ee-3anoBeHuke «CramuHrpaackas outBay. [lnanu-
poBasiach OHA Ha JIBE HENIEJU U OTKphIIachk 6 aBrycra 2018 r., HO yuyuThIBask OOJIBIION
HaIUIbIB IIOCETUTEIIEH, TpoauiIack BIIOTh 10 ssHBaps 2019 r. Ilocne storo, B cocra-
BE KPYITHOM BBICTABKH, MOCBAIICHHOW BOJKCKOW BOCHHOUW (IOTUIIMU, HKCTIO3UIUS
penukBuii bK-31 Ob1a mponeMoncTpupoBana B Actpaxanu u Kacnwmiicke (Pecmy0-
nuka JlarecraH).

B xone opranuzoBanHOI My3eem «Hacnenwe» momckoBod paboThl ObLTH ycTa-
HOBJICHBI JINYHOCTH U CYJIbOBI MATEPHIX YEIOBEK U3 OJUHHAAIATH, YbH OCTAHKHU ObI-
au oOHapy»XeHbl Ha O0opTy Katepa. Y Tpoux mnoruOmux Ha BK-31 Obuium HalaeHbI
poacTBeHHUKU. COTpyIHHKaMH My3esi cOOpaHO OOJBIIOE KOJUYECTBO BHJIEOMATE-
puaioB o OpoHEKaTrepe, B TOM YHCIIE UHTEPBbIO MCTOPUKOB, CIEIUATUCTOB, POJCT-
BEHHUKOB KPacHO(IIOTIIEB U HEMEIIKOTO apTuiuiepucTa. Ha ocHOBe 3THX MaTepHasioB
CHATO JIBa JOKYMEHTAJIBHBIX (uiIbMa (IIPOJOHKUTEIBHOCTRIO 23 1 102 MHHYTHI).
OnauH U3 HUX HEOJHOKPATHO IEMOHCTPHUPOBAJCS B 3uUpe TeleKaHala «3Be31a».
8 mas, k 75-neruto [lobGenbl B mndpoBOil MpOKAT BHIMIENT BTOPON TOKYMEHTaIbHBIN
¢unpm o BK-31 «bponekatep». @unbm «bpoHekaTep» AOCTyNeH K MPOCMOTPY Ha
HECKOJIbKUX oHmarH-tutomaakax (iTunes, Google play, OKKO, IVI, «PocTtenexomy,
Megogo, Meradon, Kunonouck, TVzavr.ru, Rutube).

C momeHTa noabeMa OpoHeKaTepa peruoHaibHoe oTAeneHue Poccuiickoro BoeH-
HO-UCTOpUUECKOTo ob1miecTBa B Bonrorpaackoit obnactu 1 BoeHHO-UCTOpUYECKUI
my3eit «Hacnenne» momy4aroT MHOTOUYMCIICHHBIE OOpAIIeHUsI OT BETEPAHOB, PEYHU-
KOB, kwuTenei Bonrorpana u apyrux roponos Poccuu ¢ mpock00ii yBEeKOBEUUTH Ta-
MATh 0 Teposix bK-31. YuuteiBas Takoit HeMoaIeIbHbIA HHTEPEC, OBLIO MPUHSITO pe-
IIEHUE YCTAaHOBUTH Ha Oepery Boiru BbICTaBOYHBIN MMaBUILOH, BHYTPU KOTOPOTO OY-
JeT HaxXOAUThCA MOJHATOE cyaHO. Kak mpencraBisieTcsi, MpU MOMOIIM CBETOBBIX
cnerPGdEKTOB, MOJCBETKH U AyJUO0 TOIJIEPKKH, JOCTYIHO U «0€3 KyIop» MaMsT-
HUK OpOHEKATEPY U €r0 IKHUIAKY JOHECET JI0 Cepel] 3pUTeIeii HCTOPUUYECKYIO MpaB-
ny o nene [Tobenbl, KOTOPYIO MPUIILIIOCH 3aIIATUTh HAllEeMy Hapojy B BoiHe. [1o1b-
eM BK-31 oTkpeiBaeT HOBYIO cTpaHuily B ucTopuu CTanuHrpaickoi Outesl U Benu-
kol OTeuecTBEHHOU BOIHBI, KOTOpasi COEANHSAET BOSIUHO COOBITHS TOIO BPEMEHU U
COBPEMEHHOCTb.

Taxkum o6pazom, 60eBoil TyTh U Tparuyeckas cyar06a BK-31 HarmsigHo mokassi-
BaIOT, YTO KOpaOJu U 3Kunaxu Bomkckoil BOeHHOUW (JIOTUIIMK BHECIU JTOCTOMHBIN
BKJIaJl B pa3rpoM HeMelKo-(damucTckux Boiick noja CranuHrpagoMm. Bomkckas Bo-
eHHast GIoTHIINA U ee OpOHEKaTepa OKa3aIl aKTUBHOE CO/IeCcTBIE BoiickaM CTayinH-
rpajsickoro u Jlonckoro ¢ppontoB. B xone 6utBel Ha Bonre ee kopabiu, OpoHekaTepa
B YaCTHOCTH, NIEPEBE3JIM I10JI UHTCHCUBHBIM OTHEM MPOTHBHUKA K MECTY BOEHHBIX
NeUcTBUI 0O0JIBIIIOE KOJUYECTBO BOMCK, BOOPYKEHUM, OOCTPUITACOB, BOUHCKOI'O CHa-

putin-posetil-istoricheskiy-park-rossiya-moya-istoriya-v-volgograde/?city=msk (mata obparmenust —
10.02.2020).
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pSDKEHHMsI, TIPOJIOBOJILCTBUS, MeaukameHToB. Ha npyroii Geper Bonru sBakyupoBa-
JUCh paHEHble U MUpPHBIC XUTeIU. B oTnenbHbIe MepHojbpl Kopabiud U BCIOMOra-
TeJbHBIE cyZa (IOTUINU ObLIM €IMHCTBEHHBIM CPEJCTBOM KOMAaHJOBaHUS Ha Tepe-
IIpaBax y OCAXKJIECHHOIO TOpPOJa.

B 6utBe noa Cranunrpagom Boibkckas BoeHHasi (DJIOTUIUSL MOJHOCTBIO OIMpaB-
Jlaja CBOE ONEPAaTUBHOE IPEAHA3HAYECHUE NI HEMOCPEACTBEHHOW apTHUILICPUKUCKON
HOJJCPKKH CyXOIMYTHBIX BOMCK U 00€CIieueHus Mepernpan, a TaKKe CaMOCTOATEIbHO-
ro pemieHus 3aaauu 1o 3¢dexTuBHON 3ammTe Boikckoi BOAHOW KOMMYHUKAIIMH.
Bbponekarepa Bomxckoil BoeHHOU (ioTuiauu, B yacTHocTH, OpoHekarep bK-31, BHe-
CJIM 3HAYUTEIbHBIM BKIIAJl B pa3rpoM HEMEUKO-(AINCTCKUX 3aXBaTYMKOB B CTanuH-
rpajickoii OUTBE.

) k) )
'ﬁlt,) 'ﬁlt,) -ﬁ-lt,t

The history of the Volga Military Flotilla and the armoured boats which the
flotilla was comprised of is covered in a number of fairly extensive and diverse
literary sources. Among the publications of the period of the Great Patriotic War and
the first post-war years, first of all it is necessary to note the collections of materials
Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great
Patriotic War of the Soviet Union and The Volga Military Flotilla in the Great
Patriotic War.! In subsequent years, memoirs and journalistic literature reflecting
individual episodes and the battle route of the VVolga Military Flotilla as a whole and
its individual boats were in wide circulation. Among the works of this kind the
publications of I. Loktionov, V. Chuikov and several other authors should be
mentioned.”? These works were written within the scope of the heroic patriotic

! Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War of
the Soviet Union [in Russian], vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad: (the
1942 Campaign) (Moscow: Voenmorizdat, 1945); Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga
Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union [in Russian], vol. 2, The Struggle
for the Volga Communication (Moscow: VVoenmorizdat, 1947); N. Mazunin, comp., The Volga
Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War [in Russian] (Moscow: Voennoe izdatel'stvo
Ministerstva VVooruzhennykh Sil Soyuza SSR, 1947).

2 1.I. Loktionov, The Volga Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War [in Russian] (Moscow:
Voenizdat, 1974); V.l. Chuikov, The Beginning of the Road [in Russian] (Moscow: Voenizdat,
1959); V. Vasil'ev, “Remembering the Heroic Past” [in Russian], in Volzhskaya vakhta, June 24,
1958; O. Davydov, “In the Battles of the Volga” [in Russian], in Volzhskaya vakhta, March 25,
1958.
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discourse of Soviet historiography and were based on the official sources and
personal memories available at that time.

The purpose of this article is to study the operational record, discovery and
museumification of one of the boats of the VVolga Military Flotilla, namely the BK-31
armoured boat, which is of great scientific and practical importance as it allows us to
reconstruct an unknown episode from the history of the Battle of Stalingrad that
turned the tide of Second World War.

BK-31 in a military campaign. 1942
Source: Yandex photos

On the eve of the Second World War, there was no military flotilla on the Volga
River. However, after the invasion of Nazi Germany and the failure of the summer
campaign of 1941, the question of forming such a flotilla on the strategically
important transport route became urgent.®> According to the instructions of the State
Defense Committee of the USSR, by an order issued on October 23, 1941, the
People’s Commissar of the Navy of the USSR N.G. Kuznetsov reorganized the
existing at that time Training Division of the Volga River Ships into the Volga
Military Flotilla (VMF)®. Intensive combat training of the personnel of the Flotilla
entered the active phase with the start of navigation in 1942, and their participation in
combat began during the Battle of Stalingrad.

¥ “Doklad narodnogo komissara VMF SNK SSSR ot 7 iyulya 1941 g.” [Report of the People’s
Commissar of the Navy of the Council of People’s Commissars of the USSR as of July 7, 1941].
F. 13, op. 1476, d. 2, Il. 10-11. Tsentral'nyi voenno-morskoi arkhiv [Central Naval Archive]
(TsVMA), Gatchina, Russia.

% Cited in I.I. Loktionov, The Volga Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War, Militera, accessed
February 7, 2020, http://militera.lib.ru/h/loktionov/01.html.
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BK-3’s stand. 1942
Source: Yandex photos

In 2013-14, while studying documents on the history of the River Fleet of the
city of Volgograd, V. Koval, a specialist at the Krasnoarmeisky Shipyard, studied the
lists of ships that perished on the VVolga River at the end of 1942 and at the beginning
of 1943. These lists included hundreds of entries. One of the records, dating back to
1942, attracted the attention of the researcher with its unusualness. It stated that
“Bronekater-31” [the armoured boat 31] perished in the Kuropatka channel of the
Volga River and was to be located and further examined.

The data obtained made it possible to assume that the emergency salvage teams
that travelled to the places where ships perished during the Battle of Stalingrad and
drew up inspection reports, could not find the armoured boat while minesweeping the
place of its death noted in the records. Extremely unstable sand of the Volga River
quickly washed away the hull of the ship and hid it from people for many decades.

In May 2017, amateur divers accidentally let slip that a gun turret exposed by the
stream was found at a depth of 6-8 meters in the newly formed channel just opposite
the centre of Volgograd. The inventive divers decided that it was a T-34 tank, and
planned to separate its turret from the hull and sell it. Fortunately, the cooperation
between the Krasnoarmeisky Shipyard that was being recreated at the time and the
Military History Museum “Nasledie” had already been established and their
management paid very close attention to historical monuments found on the bottom
of the Volga River.
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Gun turret of BK-31
Source: Yandex photos

The information about the sunken “tank™ was studied in detail. At the disposal of
the specialists of the museum and the shipyard there was an amateur underwater
video. An analysis of the screenshots showed that the turret that had exposed on the
bottom of the Volga River belonged not to a tank but to a river armoured boat. On
one of October days of 2017, a group of specialists set out for a diver inspection of
the location of the sunken boat. At first they discovered the hull of a sunken wooden
barge. After some time, the anchor that was dropped from the search vessel landed
right in the open hatch of the armoured boat. A diver who came down to the boat shot
a video with an underwater video camera. The frames of this recording then formed
the basis for the technical development of the future project to lift the boat. Armed
with the information received, the Military History Museum “Nasledie” planned,
organized, and carried out the lifting of the armoured boat from the bottom of the
Volga River.

In cooperation with a group of engineers, technical calculations for boat lifting
were made and the necessary equipment was found. Especially for the recovery of the
armoured boat, soft durable wide towing lines were ordered and produced and thanks
to these lines it was possible to significantly reduce damage to the hull elements
during its lifting. Despite the fact that the recovery of the armoured boat occurred in
light winds, it turned out to be very difficult. The strong current through the river
channel, as if through a bottleneck, accelerated in that very place where the armoured
boat rested. The boat was lifted from a significant for the mainland river depth of
8 meters. The work was greatly complicated by the unstable bottom sand around the
boat, as well as the difficult position of the vessel.
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The hull was completely covered with sand, both inside and outside, and the
existing shell-holes and serious damage to the stern indicated that it was extremely
fragile. The large mass of the boat, which, according to the estimations of the
specialists, amounted to 300 tons before the sand was cleaned off, added trouble. In
the process of preparing the armoured boat for lifting, about 150 tons of sand was
washed out of its internal cavities by means of powerful pumps. The sandy soil
around the armoured boat was also washed out. This reduced the lifting weight to
120 tons. It turned out that the hull of the boat was broken as a result of direct shell
hits. Therefore, for technical reasons, the stern had to be separated and lifted
separately. Considering that there was a large number of weapons and ammunition on
board, the work was carried out very slowly and with great care. With the help of
special machines, it was possible to get rid of the sand around the perimeter of the
boat, and it turned out that the boat was “sitting” on another vessel, presumably a
galley dating back to the era of Peter the Great.

In total, from the moment when experts arrived at the location of the armoured
boat till the boat was towed to the restoration site, the BK-31 lifting operation lasted
about 20 days. On November 5, 2017, in the presence of large audience including
dozens of journalists from local and federal press, the armoured boat was lifted from
the bottom of the river by a crane abeam of the River Station in VVolgograd.

The research of memoirs and archival documents, undertaken even before the
start of the boat lifting operations, suggested that the discovered armoured boat most
likely belonged to the S-40 type.” The uniqueness of this type of boats lies in the fact
that only 7 boats of that type were built and, as previously thought, not a single ship
has survived to the present day. In 1975 a similar boat, BKA-81, was lifted from the
bottom of the Kerch Strait, but then it was scrapped.® The armoured boats preserved
to this day in the form of monuments were of 1125 type and were built in a large
series. To the great joy of all participants in the events, the armoured boat lifted from
the bottom of the river under the circumstances described turned out to be one of the
few vessels of the S-40 type. Miraculously, the BK-31 armoured looked almost the
same as when it sank in the waters of the VVolga 75 years ago.

According to the initial design, the S-40 vessel was an armoured boat intended for
the rivers of Central Asia. It was developed in 1940. According to the specifications
of the S-40 armoured boat design, it was 24.6 m long, 3.6 m wide, with the hull
height of 1.5 m and displacement of 39.1 tons. Engine power of each of its two

> “BKA Class Small Armoured Boat” [in Russian], Biblioteka korabel'nogo inzhenera
E.L. Smirnova, accessed February 10, 2020, http://russrivership.ru/public/files/doc1168.pdf

® A. Badyakin and V. Shatunov, “We Remember You, ‘Eighty-First ...": about the Fate of the
BKA-81 Armoured Boat and Its Crew” [in Russian], Military Krym, accessed February 10, 2020,
http://mil.sevhome.ru/voenistor/crimwow/woynamore/a-badjakin-v-shatunov-kerch-my-pomnim-
o-tebe-vosemdesjat-pervyj-o-sudbe-bronekatera-bka-81-i-ego-jekipazha/
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engines was 450 hp. The armament of the boat included the main gun, an F-34 tank
gun of 76.2 mm calibre and three Degtyarev tank machine guns of 7.62 mm calibre.
According to the design, the maximum speed of the armoured boat was 19 knots or
34.8 kilometres per hour. The crew of the boat included 13 people, the number of
landing troops to be taken on board was 25 persons.’

As soon as the armoured boat appeared from the water hanging on the slings,
those gathered on the decks of the vessels paid attention to the bullet-scarred bow of
the ship, where dozens of small, medium and large manually made wooden plugs
were sticking out from gunfire and shrapnel holes. Obviously, in such a simple way
the crew sealed leaks in the hull straight away while performing their combat
mission. To hammer in the plugs, the crew members jumped into the river in shallow
water or leaned overboard on the move.

Lifting BK-31
Source: Yandex photos

In the process of removing sand from the compartments of the armoured boat, a
special catching net was mounted behind the pump discharge nozzle and very soon
cartridges, buttons, and phalanges of human fingers began to get caught in the net.
All items found on board were thoroughly washed from sand and silt; then they were
documented for the catalogue by means of photographic equipment and sent for
further study and conservation. As the perished ship was being cleaned, more and
more new finds were retrieved from its hull: rifles and machine guns, army
binoculars, belts, buckles, and other items of uniform and equipment. A lot of

" Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War of
the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 187.
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personal belongings of the crew members were found on board, such as spoons,
razors and shaving brushes, broken guitars and even a physics textbook.

A large arsenal of weapons was discovered in the hull of the armoured boat,
namely 11 rifles (10 Mosin rifles and 1 Tokarev rifle), 9 PPSh rifles, 1 machine gun,
2 handguns (a Nagant and a TT), 4 TNT blocks, about 70 grenades, 20 thousand
rounds of ammunition, and 140 shells. It is worth noting that despite being
underwater for a very long time, some small arms were in perfect condition. Even the
varnish coating remained intact on some buttstocks.

Military relics recovered from BK-31
Source: Yandex photos

Unfortunately, all the ID tag capsules of the Red Navy men were empty. Forensic
experts of the Main Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in Volgograd
Oblast decrypted the crew combat training log. Unfortunately, however, neither
documents nor any decorations of insignia to identify the people on board were found
in the armoured boat.

The armoured boat lifted from the water was broken into two parts. As it turned
out later in the process of studying ship designs, the majority of enemy shells
damaged the armour belt of the boat in the middle part of the hull, which caused
dents and raptures in the thin armour. The armoured boat rested on another ship,
namely on a wooden barge that had sunk earlier. A sand mass of many meters
covered the vessel in the following decades, exerting tremendous pressure on the hull
structure, as a result of which it broke right between the conning tower and the engine
room.
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Inside the conning tower of BK-31
Source: Yandex photos

Inside the engine room of BK-31
Source: Yandex photos

All items removed from the compartments of the armoured boat had a steady
distinctive smell of diesel fuel. In addition, it was necessary to remove a light-grey
distinctively smelling film from some items such as weapons, equipment and
personal belongings. Obviously, it was the product of human flesh decomposition. In
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theory and practice of forensics, it is called adipocere or corpse wax. Corpse wax and
diesel fuel served as a preservative which kept the objects on board in excellent
condition.

Due to the fact that the armoured boat was refloated in the autumn-winter period,
many wooden and leather items recovered from the water dried out very slowly. This
factor also played a beneficial role in the fact that it was possible to keep many
objects that had rested 75 years in a humid environment in almost perfect condition.

After lifting, the armoured boat was delivered to the water area of the
Krasnoarmeisky Shipyard production base on a barge and repairs and restoration
work began with an intention of turning the boat into a monument. The work
involved specialists from a wide range of professions, including historians,
shipbuilders, ship repairmen, and even designers. The first step was to disarm the
ship, with all of its ammunition taken to a military training ground for destruction. In
parallel with this, the remains of crew members were carefully removed from the
compartments of the armoured boat. The examination of remains showed that
11 people died on board. Subsequently, the remains were solemnly buried in the
memorial cemetery in Rossoshki.

BK-31 in restoration. Krasnoarmeisky Shipyard
Source: Yandex photo

During the restoration, the ship’s hull was cleaned of corrosion and covered with
preservative compounds. Thorough work with documents, primarily those from the
Central Naval Archive of the USSR in Gatchina, made it possible to determine the
names of all crew members who fought and died aboard this armored boat and also to
contact their relatives in different corners of the Russian Federation.
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By the end of 2019, the main restoration work on the hull was completed. As a
result, two parts of the boat were combined into a single unit. After that the boat was
transported to the place of its future exhibition. For this purpose, a specially designed
pavilion-sarcophagus, well protected from temperature and precipitation, was erected.
At the final stage of the work, the traces of being in operation were imitated on the
external elements of the hull of the armored boat (it is called weathering in model
building). Thanks to that, the boat looked exactly the same as when it sank.

BK-31 after restoration
Source: Yandex photos

After an inquiry to the Central Archive of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian
Federation, it became clear that the discovered armoured boat had registration
number BK-31 and serial number 330. It was built in 1941 at the yards no. 340 in
Zelenodolsk under the shipbuilding program of the People’s Commissariat of Internal
Affairs. As a part of the Volga Military Flotilla, the boat actively participated in the
Battle of Stalingrad and perished on October 9, 1942.

Currently, experts from the Military History Museum “Nasledie” and the
Volgograd Oblast Regional Brunch of the Russian Military Historical Society
(RMHS) are actively interacting with the Central Naval Archive in Gatchina, the
Expedition Centre at the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, employees of
the Battle of Stalingrad Museum-Panorama Complex, search movement activists and
veterans in order to establish the names of all crew members and the circumstances of
the wreck. Some signs indicate that the discovered armoured boat belonged to the
marine units of the border guard, which, in its turn, were subordinate to the NKVD of
the USSR.
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The works published in the post-Soviet period were notable for a critical
approach to the history of the VVolga Military Flotilla and for serious argumentation of
the conclusions and provisions made on the basis of documents from declassified
archival sources.® Some references to the ships of the Volga Flotilla can be found in
foreign literature, mainly in the memoirs of former Wehrmacht prisoners of war, for
example, W. Wiister’ (extracts from his memoir will be given further). Thus, it
should be noted that there is fairly extensive and diverse historiography devoted to
the problem under research.

It is known that on July 24, 1942, by operational order of the Supreme High
Command No. 8/148, the Volga Military Flotilla, which consisted of three brigades
of river ships and an independent minesweeping brigade, was reassigned to the
commander of the troops of the Stalingrad (South-Eastern) front."® By his order
No. 00130/OP dated July 28, 1942, the commander set the following operational
tasks for the Volga Military Flotilla: a) to be ready to support the actions of the
ground forces on the Stalingrad defensive perimeter; b) to ensure communication in
the Kamyshin—Astrakhan sector; c) to prevent enemy troops from crossing the Volga
River; d) to cover the Flotilla bases firmly and ensure the uninterrupted operation of
the river ports of Saratov, Kamyshin, Stalingrad, and Astrakhan, protecting them
from the enemy action; and e) to ensure the river crossing for troops and cargo via the
through-routes across the Volga River."!

On August 5, 1942, by operational directive No. 00199/OP, the commander of the
Stalingrad Front included the Volga Military Flotilla into the active defense of
Stalingrad. It received the following orders: 1) to assist the 15" Guards Rifle
Division, which was defending the left section of the Southern sector of the
perimeter, in preventing the enemy from breaking North into the area of Raigorod;
2) in case the enemy approached the Volga River from the South of the perimeter, to
prevent the crossing to the Eastern bank of the Volga River; and 3) to continue
minesweeping on the Volga River in order to ensure normal navigation.*

On August 9, 1942, by order of the commander of the General Staff of the Red
Army, the Volga Military Flotilla was operatively subordinated to the commander of

8 .M. Plekhov, S.P. Khvatov, and G.l. Zakharov, In the Fire of Stalingrad Crossings [in
Russian] (Volgograd: Volgogradskii komitet po pechati, 1996); A.V. Isaev, Stalingrad. For Us,
There Is No Land beyond the Volga [in Russian] (Moscow: Yauza, Eksmo, 2008);
M.M. Zagorul'ko et al., eds., Battle of Stalingrad, July 1942 — February 1943: An Encyclopaedia
[in Russian] (Volgograd: lzdatel’, 2012); A.A. Chernyshev, Marine Guard of the Fatherland [in
Russian] (Moscow: Veche, 2013).

9 W. Wiister, An Artilleryman in Stalingrad (Pymble: Leaping Horseman Books, 2007).
19 Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War

of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 13.
" Ibid, 9.
' 1bid, 17.
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the South-Eastern Front A. Eremenko. On the same day, the following tasks were set
to the Flotilla; 1) the main forces in cooperation with the 57" Army should prevent
the enemy from approaching the front edge of the outer contour of the defensive strip
of Stalingrad in the area of Raigorod; 2) the armored boats, cruising along the Volga
River from Raigorod to Kopanovka, should prevent the enemy from finding their way
to the river in groups; and should cover more firmly the area between Solodniki and
Cherny Yar; 3) the independent minesweeping brigade should continue searching for
enemy mines on the Volga River in the vicinity of Astrakhan.*®

In the middle of the battle on the Volga River, the Volga Military Flotilla had
33 armored boats. Usually no more than 25-28 of them were in operation, since
many boats had combat damage and extremely worn out machinery and therefore
required frequent repairs. In addition, the Flotilla lost five armored boats during the
defense of Stalingrad.

From the beginning of the Battle of Stalingrad and until December 16, 1942 the
Volga Military Flotilla vessels made more than 35 thousand voyages under heavy
enemy fire and transported 88 thousand Red Army soldiers and commanders with
weapons and ammunition, as well as 13 thousand tons of cargo. They evacuated
47 thousand wounded servicemen and about 7 thousand civilians, women, old people
and children, from Stalingrad. The artillery of the Volga Military Flotilla destroyed
more than three infantry regiments, shot down 20 tanks and 13 aircraft, destroyed
more than 100 bunkers and dugouts, and crushed 26 enemy artillery batteries.™

On July 25, 1942, by order No. 0633 of the People’s Commissar of the Navy,
among three other vessels, the armoured boat under serial number 330 was included
in the 3" detachment of the 1% division of armoured boats of the 1% brigade of river
ships. Like other armoured boats and minesweepers of the Volga Military Flotilla,
because of certain organizational restructuring during 1942, the armoured boat under
consideration was repeatedly transferred from one unit to another and assigned a new
combat number. For this reason, in combat reports and other official documents of
the Volga Military Flotilla, the boat appears under different numbers (No. 43, No. 21
and No. 31). To avoid confusion, we will give preference to No. 31, under which the
armoured boat is mentioned most often, and will refer to it as the BK-31 armoured
boat or BK-31.

On the same day, July 25, the Volga Military Flotilla was declared operating by
order of its commander No. 0012." In the evening of July 27, 1942, BK-31 arrived

13 Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 29.

4 “The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battle of Stalingrad” [in Russian], Mir Korablei,
accessed January 15, 2020, https://zen.yandex.ru/media/worldofwarships.ru/voljskaia-voennaia-
flotiliia-v-stalingradskoi-bitve-5d45421fcfcc8600bb8e11b9

1> Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 10-11.
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from Saratov in Stalingrad as a part of a detachment of other armoured boats and
immediately began escorting convoys of ships with military cargo and repelling the
attacks of enemy aircraft.'® Like the rest of armoured boats, it took an active part in
the hostilities. Also, it transported the wounded and refugees to the left bank of the
Volga, and brought soldiers with weapons, provisions and ammunition to the right
bank. Thus, in July—August 1942, the crew of the boat prevented 32 raids by enemy
bombers, and on July 29 it shot down an enemy aircraft.’

By operative directive No. 00199/0P of the commander of the Stalingrad Front as
of August 5, 1942, the 1* brigade of river ships, which included the BK-31 armoured
boat, was tasked to prevent a breakthrough of defense on the flank adjacent to the
Volga River in cooperation with the Red Army units of the Northern section of the
defense perimeter. The armoured boats were commanded to cover gunboat operations
from the enemy ashore, to perform independent raiding operations on the enemy
flank and rear, to conduct reconnaissance operations on the coastal strip, to land
company-sized troops to the flank and rear of the enemy, and to provide the Red
Army units operating on land with smoke camouflage from the river.'®

The second operational task of the 1% brigade of river ships was to ensure
communication along the Volga River in the Kamyshin—-Astrakhan section.
Performing this task together with other armoured boats of the brigade, BK-31
escorted convoys of ships and provided them with cover from individual enemy
raiding groups that were acting from ashore and from individual enemy aircraft trying
to attack at low altitudes. At the mooring sites the convoys were camouflaged with
smoke and expedient means. The armoured boats also fought against enemy raiding
groups, airborne assault forces and enemy units that broke through, both
independently and in cooperation with the Red Army units by supporting gunboats
operations or landing troops and giving them subsequent artillery support.*®

In accordance with the above-mentioned directive, the main operational task of
the BK-31 armoured boat was to ensure the passage of troops and cargo across the
Volga River. At the same time it was obliged to conduct reconnaissance of possible
passageways to the crossings along the Volga bank, to smoke-cover those crossings,
to fight against individual enemy aircraft, to destroy enemy groups that had broken
through to river crossings, and to transport individual lightly armed groups of Red

1¢ Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 12.

7 For more, see Chernyshev, Marine Guard of the Fatherland.

'8 Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 20-21.

" Ibid, 18.
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Army soldiers under enemy fire. In addition, the directive dictated to destroy river
crossings when they were no longer necessary.?

According to the above mentioned order of the commander of the South-Eastern
Front dated August 9, 1942, the BK-31 armoured boat included the 3" detachment of
armoured boats supported the 1% and 2™ platoons of the Marine Corps in the
Solodnikov area, preventing the enemy from crossing the Volga in the Kamenny Yar
area.”! In Addition to that, the boat was to fulfill the tasks that had been set earlier
with short interruptions for repairs in the area of Solodniki—Raigorod.

After the enemy came close to the Stalingrad defensive perimeter on August 23,
1942, the task of providing the passage for the troops, weapons and military
equipment across the Volga River came to the forefront. On the basis of the
resolution of the Military Council of the South-Eastern Front No. 0160 dated August
30, 1942, a plan was developed to provide watercraft for crossing the Volga River in
the Stalingrad area. At the same time, the Volga Military Flotilla was responsible for
providing an opportunity to cross the river in section No. 2 (Central) and No. 5
(Kultbaza). It was planned to transport at least 20 000 people a day by the flotilla’s
ships.?? However, as further events showed, the scale of transportation was much
more modest. According to reports, 1942, 23 123 soldiers and commanders of the
Red Army, 17 100 wounded servicemen, 5 400 civilians and 1 400 tons of various
types of cargo were transported by the VVolga Military Flotilla across the VVolga River
between August 23 and October 10.%

At the end of August 1942, the Germans managed to cut off land communications
and keep under fire the path from the city up the river. In early September, they cut
off the path to the city from the South as well. Thus, the troops of the 62" Army of
Vasily Chuikov ended up in the city that was isolated from land. Under those
conditions, the actions of the River Flotilla became especially important.
Uninterrupted supply and fighting efficiency of the troops as well as the speed of
evacuation of the wounded depended on their success. Later on, Vasily Chuikov, who
commanded the defense of Stalingrad, was concise when speaking about the role of
sailors of the Volga River Flotilla and their exploits. He said, “If they had not been
there, the 62™ Army would have died without ammunition and food.”%

It should be noted that during this period the situation with the evacuation of the
wounded to the left bank of the Volga River was very difficult in Stalingrad. The
commander of the 13" Guards Rifle Division, who arrived in Stalingrad in mid-

20 Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 22.
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% 1bid, 102.

24 Chuikov, The Beginning of the Road, 163.
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September, had no resources for that at all. Lightly wounded soldiers had to make
rafts themselves and to load the badly wounded on the rafts. While crossing the river,
they drifted down and on reaching the shore they walked to the nearest villages in
search of medical aid. There was a similar situation in the 62™ Army. Judging by the
Dispatch of the Military Counterintelligence of the NKVD of the Stalingrad Front on
the course of the fighting in Stalingrad dated September 16, 1942, the city was not
prepared for any defense. Fortifications in the streets, ammunition reserves,
medicines and food supplies were not prepared in due time. Almost all ammunition
was already used just in one day of street fighting.”> That is why the delivery of
reinforcements, ammunition and food supply through the only active Volga River
crossing, and exclusively at night, turned out to be vital. Everything mentioned above
fully testifies to the extreme improtance of military transportations carried out by the
armoured boats of VVolga Military Flotilla, including BK-31.

Thus, since that time the BK-31 armoured boat mainly focused on the
transportation of military reinforcements across the Volga River, as well as on the
evacuation of the wounded and civilians. Moreover, more and more often, it had to
carry out those tasks under enemy fire and, from September 1942, to start
simultaneous firefights with enemy fire units. On September 26, 1942, when
returning from an operation on transporting troops to the area of Stalingrad, the
BK-31 armoured boat was attacked by artillery, mortar and machine-gun fire of the
enemy. As a result, it got numerous shell holes in the cockpit and conning tower. The
boat commander and unit commander were badly wounded.?® Together with three
other boats, BK-31 evacuated 157 wounded servicemen. In addition, it transported
3.5 tons of ammunition and military equipment, and also 20 Red Army soldiers to the
right bank of the Volga River. Until October 1942, the BK-31 armoured boat was at
the disposal of the Deputy Commander of the Stalingrad Front F. Golikov and it
accomlished a number of successful military missions under his command.

On September 27, 1942, the enemy reached the Volga River in the Central
Crossing section, in the area of the Tsaritsa River riverbed. The Independent
Minesweeping Brigade, which obtained BK-31 with a number of other armoured
boats, was tasked with evacuating the wounded to the left bank of the VVolga and also
with delivering combat reinforcement and food supply to the units of the Red Army
that were operating at the Central Crossing section. Performing this task, BK-31
carried out reconnaissance of the coastal strip at the site of the landing of troops and

2 «Djgpatch of the Military Counterintelligence of the NKVD of the Stalingrad Front to the
NKVD of the USSR on the progress of the battle of Stalingrad dated September 16, 1942 [in
Russian], Internet forum of the Russian military historical journal Staryi tseikhgaus, accessed
January 15, 2020, http://www.sammler.ru/index.php?Showtopic=87000

% «Opersvodka Ne 28/OI1 shtaba OBT na 08.00. 26.09.42 g.” [Operational Report no. 28/0OP
of the OBT Headquarters as of 8 a.m., September 26, 1942]. F. 66, op. 9, d. 10, I. 30. TSVMA.
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provided the reception of the wounded. Having accepted the wounded into its internal
compartments, the boat transported them, hiding behind a smoke screen,
simultaneously suppressing enemy fire and thus supporting the minesweepers.?

On the following day, September 28, operating in the same place together with
the armoured boat No. 34, BK-31 entered into battle with 8 Hitler antitank guns and
destroyed 2 of them.? Both boats suffered heavy damage, in particular, the turret on
the BK-31 boat jammed with a fragment of an enemy shell.? It is typical that while
actively participating in hostilities, the BK-31 boat’s crew invariably came to the
rescue of other Volga Military Flotilla vessels in distress. Thus, on October 1, 1942,
BK-31 re-floated armoured boats No. 61 and No. 63 that had run aground.®

Despite the ongoing exchange of fire with the enemy, the BK-31 armoured boat
continued to fulfill its essential tasks of transporting troops with weapons and
evacuating the wounded. On October 2, 1942, under enemy fire, the boat transported
38 seriously wounded servicemen from the areas of the Solenaya pier and the Krasny
Oktyabr (Red October) factory.®® On the following day, October 3, BK-31
transported 79 wounded servicemen to the left bank and brought 67 servicemen with
full armament and 3 tons of cargo back to the right bank. Firing at the enemy, the
boat destroyed a group of German submachine gunners.* On October 4, BK-31
evacuated 45 wounded Soviet soldiers and commanders under enemy fire. On
October 5, 1942, the boat took 22 wounded fighters and 64 civilians from the right
bank of the Volga River and transported 46 submachine gunners and 3 tons of cargo
to the right bank. During the operation, the Germans took the boat under artillery and
mortar gunfire, in response the boat suppressed an enemy gun and dispersed a
platoon of enemy artillerymen.® On the following day, October 6, together with the
armoured boat No. 34, BK-31 transported 5.5 tons of cargo and 40 servicemen to the

2T Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 78.

% 1bid, 79.
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d. 10, I. 32. TsSVMA.
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right bank, and brought 74 wounded fighters to the left bank under artillery and
mortar fire of the enemy.* On October 7, also paired with the armoured boat No. 34,
BK-31 delivered 70 soldiers and about 6 tons of cargo to the right bank of the Volga
River and transported 13 wounded servicemen to the left bank. As a result of artillery
and mortar gunfire of the enemy, both armoured boats received numerous shell
holes.*

By this time, using superior military force, the enemy had pushed aside units of
the 62™ and 64" armies and reached the right bank of the Volga River on the
southern outskirts of Stalingrad. The Northern group of the Volga Military Flotilla
ships, including the BK-31 armoured boat, supported with its artillery fire the
operations of the 124" Independent Rifle Brigade in the area of the Stalingrad Tractor
Plant, Spartanovka and Rynok (Market), and also provided a crossing point on the
Skudri—Spartanovka line.*

It is worth noting that during that time all armoured boats had to operate in the
most difficult meteorological and navigational conditions both in the daytime and at
night. The Volga fairway was heavily littered with the wreckage of sunk ships and
sand drifts. There were no floating or coastal marking signs. Delivering
reinforcement, weapons, ammunition, food, medicine, etc. to the units of the Red
Army surrounded by the enemy in the areas of the Krasny Oktyabr factory and
Spartanovka and evacuating wounded servicemen and civilians on the way back,
every single time BK-31 and other armoured boats had to fight its way past the bank
occupied by the enemy.

One of the participants in these events, P. Plotnikov, a veteran of the Soviet Navy
and a former machine gunner of one of the VVolga Military Flotilla armoured boats,
recalls that almost all personnel were out of action (their limbs were not working
because of hypothermia that resulted from continuous stay on unheated armoured
boats). They had to be replaced for several days until the arrival of reinforcements. At
night they had to make 3—4, sometimes even 5 voyages across the VVolga River. The
river was literally burning, and stranded vessels hit by enemy fire could be seen in
any direction.”’

% Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 88.

% bid, 17.

% «Otchet o boevoi deyatel'nosti Stalingradskoi operativnoi gruppy korablei Volzhskoi
voennoi flotilii za period s 01.10 po 31.12.42 goda” [Report on the combat activities of the
Stalingrad operational group of the Volga Military Flotilla ships for the period from October 1 to
December 31, 1942]. F. 19, op. 1, d. 86, |. 2. TSVMA.

% From the collection of documents and materials of the Military History Museum
“Nasledie.”
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Gun crew of an armoured boat of the VVolga Military Flotilla
Source: Yandex photos

On the night of October 8-9, 1942, after carrying out another combat mission, the
armoured boat was involved in the transportation of Soviet troops, wounded
servicemen and military equipment in the area of crossing No. 2, located near the
Krasny Oktyabr factory. Information about the last campaign of the BK-31 armoured
boat is diverse and extremely contradictory. Even the official results of the
Investigation into its death in October 1942 are not entirely consistent with the data of
the BK-31 inspection undertaken at the present time. However, it is reliably known
that soon after the dawn the Nazis opened direct artillery and mortar fire on the
boat.*®

Apparently, realizing that the boat was seriously damaged, the boat commander
tried to drive it at full speed. Given the requirements of blackout lights and the
narrow viewing slots of the conning tower, in all likelihood, he was forced to wide
open the armoured door in order to better control the situation and command the
fight. Most likely, it was during this time and in such circumstances that he died as a
result of increased fire. During the destruction of the BK-31 armoured boat by the
enemy, 3 members of its crew were killed, 2 drowned and 3 were wounded.*
According to several reports, after the death of the commander, the crew members
left the boat together with the wounded and evacuated servicemen and swam or
waded to the bank. However, dramatic events did not end there either. They deserve
further consideration and will be analysed by us independently.

As it turned out, enemy shells hit the BK-31 armoured boat in the engine room,
forecastle and conning tower. The boat, which had lost speed, tilted. A strong river

%8 plekhov, Khvatov, Zakharov, In the Fire of Stalingrad Crossings, 152.
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voennoi flotilii za period s 01.10 po 31.12.42 goda” [Report on the combat activities of the
Stalingrad operational group of the Volga Military Flotilla ships for the period from October 1 to
December 31, 1942]. F. 19, op. 1, d. 86, |. 5. TSVMA.
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current carried the boat underwater. Thanks to the fact that BK-31 ended up in the
water up to its conning tower, it managed to avoid fire and keep weapons and
ammunition intact. For the same reason, the bodies of the dead remained on board.

A few hours later, risking the lives of their crews, armoured boats No. 12 and
No. 36 came to the rescue of BK-31. Hiding behind smoke screens, they tried to
refloat it, but to no avail because it had sunk deep down and the water was up to its
conning tower. Finding themselves under intense enemy fire, both boats were forced
to retreat, the crews having lost two Red Navy men killed and two wounded.*°

During the inspection undertaken on October 11, 1942, it turned out that the
sunken BK-31 armoured boat had most of its shell-holes in the stern. For a long time
it was not possible to proceed to their sealing. Finally, on October 14, the flagship
engineer reported to the headquarters of the VVolga Military Flotilla that the work on
sealing the BK-31 shell holes was basically completed and water was pumped out of
its hull.** However, despite all the efforts made, it was not possible to take the boat
afloat and to tow it to a safe place. Towing cables could not withstand the great load
and were torn and diving equipment did not help either. Seeing the futility of rescue
operations, the armament and part of the equipment were removed from the boat.
Because of intense hostilities it was not possible to distract other ships to save the
boat or to use special ship-lifting equipment.” Soon the hull of BK-31 disappeared
under the water. On November 12, 1942, by order of the Volga Military Flotilla
commander No. 0153, the BK-31 armoured boat was excluded from the River Flotilla
as a lost one.*”®

It is incredible that working with documentary literature and memoirs of veterans,
the employees of the Military History Museum ‘“Nasledie” found a direct participant
in the events, fateful for the BK-31 armoured boat and its crew. It was Oberleutnant
Wigand Wiister of the 71% Wehrmacht Infantry Division. In his book* and in
numerous interviews, he described the circumstances of sinking the Soviet “monitor”
in the area of the island Golodny. According to Wiister, it was him and his fellow
soldiers who destroyed the BK-31 armoured boat, mistaking it for a gunboat.

%0 «Otchet o boevoi deyatel'nosti Stalingradskoi operativnoi gruppy korablei Volzhskoi
voennoi flotilii za period s 01.10 po 31.12.42 goda” [Report on the combat activities of the
Stalingrad operational group of the Volga Military Flotilla ships for the period from October 1 to
December 31, 1942]. F. 19, op. 1, d. 86, I. 5. TsVMA.

* Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 232.

%2 «Zhurnal boevykh deistvii shtaba otdel’noi brigady traleniya VVVF. Nachat 24 iyulya 42 g.
Zakonchen v 08.30 11.10.42 g. [Combat log of the headquarters of the independent minesweeping
brigade of the Volga Military Flotilla. Started on July 24, 1942, completed at 8.30 on November
11, 1942]. F. 66, op. 8, d. 7, II. 95-99. TSVMA.

3 Chronicles of Military Operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, vol. 1, The Volga Military Flotilla in the Battles of Stalingrad, 91.

“ W. Wiister, An Artilleryman in Stalingrad, 174.
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According to him, Nazis installed two captured Soviet 76-mm guns by the Volga
which guarded the bank and were to fire at any ships on the river.

The positions of the Germans were suffering because of regular fire from the
Soviet gunboat equipped with turrets from T-34 tanks. Repeatedly entering into an
artillery duel with this boat, the Nazis managed to shoot the fairway well in the place
where the boat was moving. As a result, they were able to successfully hit the BK-31
armoured boat, which happened to be there by chance. According to the memoirs of
Wooster, despite the damage and loss of speed, the boat courageously continued the
confrontation with the German artillerymen. Thanks to this, a fierce battle with the
Soviet “monitor” was honoured with mention in the German front line propaganda
and its participants were decorated with iron crosses.*

From January 30 to February 16, 2018, the BK-31 armoured boat, which had
been brought back to life, participated in numerous events dedicated to the
celebration of the 75" anniversary of the victory in the Battle of Stalingrad. It was
exhibited next to the building of the Volgograd historical park “Russia — My
History”. A small exhibition dedicated to the armoured boat was organized inside the
museum. Elements of the hull and rigs of the boat, personal belongings and
household items of its crew were on display in glass boxes. Visitors had a chance to
see the unique finds made on board of the boat during its recovery and restoration.
Among them were a kerosene burner, a telephone and a compass, which, despite all
the troubles and a 75-year stay under water, were in excellent working condition.
Photos and documents of crew members and of the boat itself, discovered by the
specialists of the Military History Museum “Nasledie”, were exhibited as well.

Tours were organized for the residents and guests of Volgograd. It was planned
that the exhibition will be open during the festivities, 5 days only. However, by
popular demand of citizens, it lasted two weeks. People still come to the historical
park “Russia — My History” and ask questions about the armoured boat.*® Another
exhibition dedicated to BK-31 was held at the Battle of Stalingrad Museum-
Panorama Complex. It was planned for two weeks and opened on August 6, 2018, but
due to the large influx of visitors, it lasted until January 2019. After that, as part of
another large exhibition dedicated to the VVolga Military Flotilla, the exposition of the
BK-31 relics was exhibited in Astrakhan and Kaspiysk (Republic of Dagestan).

During the research work organized by the Military History Museum “Nasledie”,
the names and fates of five out of eleven persons whose remains had been found on
board were identified. Relatives of three killed members of the BK-31crew were
found. Museum staff has collected a large number of videos about the armoured boat,

> Wermachtbericht, October 10, 1942.

% «Ppresident of the Russian Federation V.V. Putin visited Historical Park ‘Russia — My
History” in Volgograd” [in Russian], Rossiya — Moya istoriya, accessed on February 10, 2020,
https://myhistorypark.ru/news/prezident-rf-vladimir-putin-posetil-istoricheskiy-park-rossiya-moya-
istoriya-v-volgograde/?city=msk
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including interviews with historians, experts, relatives of the Red Navy sailors and
the German artilleryman. Based on these materials, two documentaries were shot (23
and 102 minutes long). One of them was repeatedly broadcast on the Zvezda
television channel. The release of the second documentary Bronekater [The
Armoured Boat] about the BK-31 armoured boat was timed to the 75" Anniversary of
Victory. The documentary Bronekater is available for viewing on several online-
platforms (iTunes, Google play, OKKO, IVI, “Rostelekom,” Megogo, Megafon,
Kinopoisk, TVzavr.ru, Rutube).

Since the armoured boat was lifted, the regional branch of the Russian Military
Historical Society in Volgograd Oblast and the Military History Museum “Nasledie”
have received numerous requests from veterans, river transport workers and residents
of Volgograd and other cities of Russia to perpetuate the memory of the heroes of the
BK-31 armoured boat. Given such genuine interest, it was decided to establish an
exhibition pavilion on the banks of the VVolga River to exhibit the boat. It seems that
with the help of special lighting effects, backlighting and audio support, the
monument to the armoured boat and its crew will convey in simple terms the
uncensored historical truth about the price of Great Victory which our people had to
pay in the war. The recovery of the BK-31 boat opens a new page in the history of the
Battle of Stalingrad and the Great Patriotic War, combining the events of that time
and the modernity.

Thus, the operational record and the tragic fate of the BK-31 armoured boat
clearly show that the ships and crews of the Volga Military Flotilla made a worthy
contribution to the defeat of the Nazi forces near Stalingrad. The Volga military
flotilla and its armoured boats actively assisted the troops of the Stalingrad and Don
Fronts. During the battle on the Volga River, its ships, armoured boats in particular,
transported a large number of troops, weapons, ammunition, military equipment, food
and medicine under intense enemy fire to the area of hostilities. Wounded servicemen
and civilians were evacuated to the other side of the Volga River. In certain periods,
ships and support vessels of the Flotilla were the only means of command at the
crossings of the besieged city.

In the battle of Stalingrad, the Volga Military Flotilla fully justified its
operational purpose, providing direct artillery support to the ground forces and river
crossings and at the same time it was accomplishing its independent tasks of
effectively protecting the VVolga River water communication. The armoured boats of
the Volga Military Flotilla and the BK-31 armoured boat in particular made a
significant contribution to the defeat of the Nazi invaders in the Battle of Stalingrad.

Cnucok Jimreparypbl
Bomxckas BoeHHas ¢uiotmnus B Benmkolr OtedecTBeHHOH BoiiHe / cocraBuTens H. Magzy-

HuH. — MockBa: Boennoe usnarensctBo Munucrepcrsa Boopysxkennsix Cun Coroza CCP, 1947. —
40 c.

2020 * Vol.4 e+ Ne2 469



RESEARCH http://en.hpchsu.ru

Ucaes A.B. Ctanuurpaa. 3a Bonroit nng Hac 3emnu HeT. — Mocksa: fy3a; Okxcemo, 2008. —
444 c.

Jlokmuonos U.U. Bomxckas ¢uotunus B Benmukoit OteyecTBeHHO# BoitHe. — MockBa: Boen-
n3gar, 1974, — 182 c.

lInexoe U.M., Xeamos C.II., 3axapos " M. B orae craauHrpajackux nepemnpas. — Bosrorpan:
Bonrorpaackuit komurer no nevaru, 1996. — 283 c.

Cranuarpanckas OutBa, wronb 1942 — deBpanp 1943: sHuukimonenus / MOA pemaKIUeH
M.M. 3aropyiabko u ap. — Boarorpaa: U3natens, 2012. — 798 c.

XpoHuka 60eBbIX AeHcTBUIM Bomkckoit BoenHoi ¢aotmimu B Benunkoii OTedecTBEHHOI BoliHE
Coserckoro Coro3a. Beim. 1. Bomxckas BoeHHass diotwius B 00sx 3a CtaymHrpaa: (KaMIaHuUs
1942 r.). — MockBa: Boeamopuzaar, 1945. — 190 c.

XpoHuka 60eBbIX AeicTBUIM Bomkckoil BoenHo dnotunuu B Benukoit OtedyecTBEHHOH BoiiHE
Coserckoro Cotro3a. Brein. 2. bopsba 3a BoKCKyr0 KOMMyHuKanuoo. — MockBa: Boenmopusaar,
1947. -303 c.

Yepnviwes A.A. Mopckas rapaust OreuectBa. — Mocksa: Beue, 2013. — 285 c.

Yyiikos B.M. Hauano mytu. — Mocksa: Boenuznar, 1959. — 360 c.

Wiister W. An Artilleryman in Stalingrad. — Pymble: Leaping Horseman Books, 2007. — 255 p.

References

Chernyshev, A.A. Morskaya gvardiya Otechestva [Marine Guard of the Fatherland] — Moscow:
Veche, 2013 (In Russian)

Chuikov, V.l. Nachalo puti [The beginning of the road]. Moscow: Voenizdat, 1959. (In
Russian)

Isaev, A.V. Stalingrad. Za Volgoi dlya nas zemli net [Stalingrad. For us, there is no land
beyond the Volga]. Moscow: Yauza; Eksmo, 2008. (In Russian)

Khronika boevykh deistvii Volzhskoi voennoi flotilii v Velikoi Otechestvennoi voine Sovetskogo
Soyuza [Chronicles of military operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union]. Vol. 1. Volzhskaya voennaya flotiliya v boyakh za Stalingrad: (kampaniya
1942 g.) [The Volga Military Flotilla in the battles of Stalingrad: (the 1942 campaign)]. Moscow:
Voenmorizdat, 1945. (In Russian)

Khronika boevykh deistvii Volzhskoi voennoi flotilii v Velikoi Otechestvennoi voine Sovetskogo
Soyuza [Chronicles of military operations of the Volga Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union]. Vol. 2. Bor'ba za volzhskuyu kommunikatsiyu [The struggle for the Volga
communication]. Moscow: VVoenmorizdat, 1947. (In Russian)

Loktionov, I.I. Volzhskaya flotiliya v Velikoi Otechestvennoi voine [The Volga Flotilla in the
Great Patriotic War]. Moscow: Voenizdat, 1974. (In Russian)

Mazunin, N., comp. Volzhskaya voennaya flotiliya v Velikoi Otechestvennoi voine [The Volga
Military Flotilla in the Great Patriotic War]. Moscow: Voennoe izdatel'stvo Ministerstva
Vooruzhennykh Sil Soyuza SSR, 1947. (In Russian)

Plekhov, I.M., S.P. Khvatov, and G.l. Zakharov. V ogne stalingradskikh pereprav [In the fire of
Stalingrad crossings]. Volgograd: VVolgogradskii komitet po pechati, 1996. (In Russian)

Wiister, W. An Artilleryman in Stalingrad. Pymble: Leaping Horseman Books, 2007.

Zagorul'ko, M.M. et al., eds. Stalingradskaya bitva, iyul' 1942 — fevral' 1943: entsiklopediya
[Battle of Stalingrad, July 1942 — February 1943: An encyclopaedia]. VVolgograd: Izdatel', 2012. (In
Russian)

470 2020 * Vol.4 e+ Ne2



