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AnHoTtanusi. B Poccuiickoii umnepun Hayana XX B. HaOMoJIajlcs Mpolecc IOCTENEHHOTO
OTUY)KJICHHsI BBICIIEH BJIAcTU B JIMIE MMIIEPATOpa M €ro OJKalIIero OKPY)KEHUs OT CBOEH
BaXKHEHIIEH OHopsl — YWMHOBHUYECTBA W TEHEPAIUTETa, YTO CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO HApacTaHUIO
MOJINTUYECKOro Kpu3uca. JlanHas npo0siemMa pacCMOTPEHA B CTaThe HAa MPUMEPE OTAEIIbHBIX CTOPOH
QIMUHUCTPATUBHON M TIOJIMTHYECKOW NeATeIbHOCTH reHepania oT uHdantepun A.D. Pemurepa,
3aHMMABILETO JOJLKHOCTh BOEHHOrOo MUHHUCTPa B 1905—-1909 rr. Iloka3aHsl €ro MOMBITKH PELIUTH
KaJJpOBBbI€ MPOOJIEMbI B apMUU ITyTEM YAAJICHHs HEKBATU(PUIIMPOBAHHBIX MTPECTaBUTENICH BBICIIETO
KOMaHJHOI'O COCTaBa, BBI3BABIIME HEIOBOJILCTBO B MPUIBOPHBIX Kpyrax. lIpoananusupoBaHbl
nonutryeckue B3rsAabl A.D. Pemurepa, KOTOpblE MOXKHO OXapakKTepU30BaTh KAK YMEPEHHO-
nmubepanbHble. CaM BOSHHBIM MUHHCTP MX HHMKOIJIA HE aUIIMPOBaA, CUATAs HETIPHEMIIEMbIM IS
ouiepa 3aHUMATHCS MOJUTHKON, OJIHAKO B CHIIy 3aHUMAEeMOM JJOJPKHOCTH OH HE MOT TOJHOCTBIO
JUCTAHLIMPOBATHCS OT MOJIUTUKH, OCOOEHHO B MEPHUOJ] PEBOIIOLIMOHHBIX ToTpsicenuit 1905—-1907 rr.
A.®. Pepgurep OTHOCWICS K TEM TIOCYIapCTBEHHBIM JesiTelssM Poccnu, KOTOpBIE CTPEMMWIKCH
IIPOBECTU cepbe3Hble Pe(OopMbl B KOHCTUTYLMOHHOM HAlpaBJIEHUH ITyTeM KOHCTPYKTUBHOTO
JMajora ¢ 3aKOHOJAATeNIbHON BiacThio. OTMedaeTcst ero posib B coxpanenuu |l I'ocynapcTBenHoi
OyMbl B XoA€ «3ypabOBCKOIO MHIIMJIEHTa», TECHOE COTPYJHUYECTBO B paMKaX CBOUX
MUHHCTEPCKUX TOJIHOMOYHMI C KOMHCCHEH Mo TocymapcTBeHHoit obopone Il Jymer u mp.
[Too0GHBIN KypC MPaBUTEILCTBEHHOI'O YHNHOBHUKA OKazajcs HenmpuemiieMbiM Juist Hukonas 11, uro
BbI3BAIO OTcTaBKy Penurepa. Crtpemienune BoeHHoro MuHHcTpa A.D. Peaurepa no6utbes
yIydlEHUs! TIOJIOKEHUS Jel B apMUU IyTeM COTpyJIHHUYECTBa C JelmyTaTaMH YMEpPEHHO-
TUOEepaTbHOTO HampaBlieHUs (OKTSOpHUCTaMU) BBI3BAJIO TIOJO3PEHHUSI B €ro  MOJTUTHYECKOM
HEJIOSUIBHOCTH, JUIS 4ero B PEaJbHOCTH HE ObUIO HHUKAKMX OCHOBAaHUM, a TOMNBITKM PEIIUTh
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KaJpoBble MpoOJIEeMbl MyTEM YHCTOK BBICHIETO OQHUIIEPCTBA CTABWIM IO COMHEHHE BCIO
CJIOKMBIIIYIOCSI KaJIPOBYIO MOJUTHKY B TaKOM Ba)XHOU U1 1aps cepe, Kak UMIEpaTopcKasi apMusl.
[Ipoananu3upoBaHHbI B CTaThe MaTepuan YOCIUTEIbHO MOKA3bIBAET — OCHOBHOW KapOBBIMA
IIPUHLIMII [TOCJIEAHET0 L@PCTBOBAHUS 3aKIIIOYAJICS B aOCOJIIOTHOM JIOSJIBHOCTH MOHApXY, U3 YEro
CJIEJIOBAJIO, YTO JIFOOBIEC TOMBITKU MPABUTEIBCTBEHHOTO YUHOBHHUKA PYKOBOAUTH Ha CBOEM y4YacTKe
TaK, KaKk OH CUMTal HY)KHbIM B MHTepecax Jejia, a He TaK, KaK 3TO MOHUMAaJIOCh MOHAPXOM, ObUIH
oOpeueHbl Ha IPOBal.

KiaroueBble cioBa: BoeHHoe MuUHHCTEpCTBO, Bbicmiee odumepctBo, A.D. Penurep,
I'ocynapcrBennas agyma, ['ocygapcTBEHHBIN COBET

Jas umrupoBanmsi: Eeopos A.H. Boennwlit munuctp Poccuiickoit umnepun A.PD. Penurep —
MEKIy ciayx00i 1 monuTrkon // Historia provinciae — sxypHain peruonansHoi ucropuu. 2022. T. 6,
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Minister of War of the Russian Empire A.F. Roediger:
Between service and politics

Abstract. The Russian Empire of the early 20" century saw gradual alienation of the supreme
authority represented by the emperor and his inner circle from the bureaucracy and the generals
who were their most important supporters, which contributed to the political crisis escalation. The
article considers this issue on the example of certain aspects of the administrative and political
activities of Alexander Roediger, General of Infantry, who served as Minister of War in 1905-009.
The article shows his attempts to solve personnel problems in the army by removing unqualified
personnel from the Higher Command, which caused discontent among the courtiers. The author
analyzes A. Roediger’s political views, which can be described as moderately liberal. The Minister
of War himself never went public about them, considering it unacceptable for an officer to engage
in politics. However, due to his position, he could not completely distance himself from politics,
especially during the revolutionary upheavals of 1905-07. Alexander Roediger belonged to those
statesmen of Russia who sought to carry out serious reforms along the lines of constitution through
a constructive dialogue with the legislative authority. The article also notes his role in preserving
the Second State Duma during the “Zurabov incident,” his close cooperation within his ministerial
powers with the Third Duma State Defense Commission, and so on. Such a course of the
government official turned out to be unacceptable for Nicholas Il, which caused resignation of
Roediger. The desire of Minister of War Alexander Roediger to improve the state of things in the
army through cooperation with moderately liberal deputies (members of the Octobrist Party)
aroused suspicions of his political disloyalty, for which there were actually no grounds, and the
attempts to solve personnel problems by purging of senior officers brought into question the
established personnel policy in such an important area for the tsar as the imperial army. The
material analyzed in the article convincingly shows that absolute loyalty to the monarch was the
main personnel principle of the last reign. It implied that any attempts of a government official to
manage his sphere as he deemed necessary in the interests of the cause rather than as it was
understood by the monarch were doomed to fail.
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BBenenue

Hakanyne @eBpanbCKON pPEBOIONMU HAOIIONAIOCh COBEPIIEHHO OYEBUIHOE
OTYY’KJ€HHE BBICILEH BIACTH B JIMIIE UMIIEpATOpa U €ro OJMKalIero OKpy>KeHHsl OT
CBOEH BakKHEWIIEH OMOpbl — YNHOBHUYECTBA U FEHEPATUTETA, YTO CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO
HapacTaHUIO MOJMTHYECKOTO0 KPHU3UCa B CTPAaHE M OBICTPOMY IAJEHUIO MOHAPXHH.
Kak ormeuan naOmoparensHbii B.B. IllyneruH, B AHM pEBOJIOUMHA BO BCEM
ITeTporpane

HeNnb3s OBLI0O HAWTH HECKOJBKO COTEH JII0JIeH, KOTOpbhle Obl COYYBCTBOBAIU

BHacTH... He ObUIO, B CYyIITHOCTH, HU OJTHOTO MUHUCTPA, KOTOPHIM Bepuil ObI B ceOs
. 1

U B TO, YTO OH Jenaer... Kiacc OpUIbIX BIaCTUTENEN CXOAWIT Ha HET .

Jlarmast npoGnema (YCIOBHO ee MOXKHO OGO3HAUYHTH KaK «KaIPOBBIA KPHU3HCHY)
HEOJIHOKPATHO U3yyajach B UICTOPHOrpaduu, HO KaK POCCUNCKUE, TaK U 3apyOeikKHbIC
HMCTOPUKH PACCMATPUBAIM €€ B OCHOBHOM, IPUMEHUTEIBHO K CAMOMY IOCIEIHEMY
nepuoAy cymectBoBanus Poccuiickoii mmmepuun — 1915-1917 rr. CBoeoOpa3zHoii
TOYKOM OTCUETa KaJpOBOr0 Kpu3Hca ciy:xuio npunarne Huxomaem II B aBrycre
1915 r. npomxkHOCTH BeEpXOBHOIO TIJIABHOKOMAHIYIOLIETO, 4YTO NPHUBEIO K
ociabJIEHUI0 MOHApIIEro KOHTPOJIsL HaJ BhICIIEH OrOpoKpaTHel, a Takke K
YCUJIEHUIO BIIMSIHUSA HA YIIPABJICHUE CTPAHOW HMMIIEPATPULIBI M TaK HAa3bIBAEMBIX
«TEMHBIX CHJ», WU «KaMapuibn», K KOoTOopbIM oTHOcAT [.E. Pacmyruna, ero
OKpY)KCHHE W IPOUNX TOTOOHEIX JesTerneii . B ncropruorpadun uayT xapKkue Cropbl
O CTEIEHU BIIMSHUS «TEMHBIX CHUJD» HA BHYTPEHHIOK NMOAUTHUKY Hukounas II, HO Hu y

! Ulynveun B.B. {uun. 1920: 3anucku. Mocksa: CoBpemennuk, 1989. C. 173.

2 A5, ABpex oXapakTepH3oBall JaHHYIO POOIEMY KaK «CaMOM3OISIMIO MHACTHH OT CAMBIX
CBOMX NPEJaHHbIX CTOPOHHUKOBY, I0JIarasi, 4YTo 3Ta CAMOM3OJISILMS SBUJIACH «CIIEICTBUEM BbIXOZA
U3 CTpOsl BCEX CHUCTEM M MEXaHU3MOB CaMOKOHTPOJIA, KOPpEeSIMMM U OpUEHTaluu
MIPaBUTENbLCTBEHHON MauHb (Aepex A.A. Llapusm HakanyHe cBepxxeHust. Mocksa: Hayxka, 1989.
C. 245). Cornaiasicb B OCHOBHOM C 3TOM OIIEHKOM, BCE K€ 3aMETHM, UTO ABpEX B JyX€ COBETCKOMI
UCTOpHUOTPaPUU HCXOTUI U3 HKECTKO JAETEPMUHUPOBAHHOTO MApKCHUCTCKOTO MOAX0J]a, B KOTOPOM
IJIABHYIO POJb MIpajl HE 4YENOBEK, a IOJUTHYEcKas CHCTeMa, OOYCIIOBJIEHHAs COIHAIbHO-
sKOoHOMHUYeCKUM Oazucom. IIpu TakoMm moaxone «demoBedeckHil (haKTop» OTXOIWI Ha BTOPOU
IJIaH — €r0 3aMEHSUIU CTPOTHE 3aKOHBI HICTOPUUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHSL.

3CMm.: Jlykoanoe U.B. Kamapunbs // [lepBas MupoBas BoliHa u KoHell Poccuiickoit ummnepuu:
B3 1. T. 1. Ilonutnyeckas ucropus / orBercTBeHHbli penaktop M.B. Jlykosnos. Cankr-IletepOypr:
JIuku Poccun, 2014. C. 629-687.

Historia provinciae — xypHan pernoHanbHoi uctopuu. 2022, T.6, Ne 3
ISSN 2587-8344 (online) 893



Ezopos A.H. BoeHHbIn munmncTp Poccunckon umnepun A.®. Pegurep —

ccnepnosaxus . .
Mexay Cnyx60¥ n NONNUTUKON

KOTO HE BBI3bIBAET COMHEHUH TE3UC O POKOBOM BIIUSIHHH OOJIBIIIOTO YHCIIA KaJIPOBBIX
Ha3HAYEHUH Ha MaJICHUE MOHAPXUU.

Ha nHam B3rmsia, kaapoBbli Kpu3uc Hadasncsa He B 1915 1., a 3HaunTeNnbHO paHble,
U CBS3bIBATH €ro HyXHO He ¢ ['.E. PacnyTHHBIM M Kamapuibel, a ¢ TEMU OOILIHUMH
MPUHITUTIIAMH TTO00pa U Ha3HAYEHUST YNHOBHUKOB Ha BBICIINE JTOJDKHOCTH, KOTOPHIC
cnoxunuch B npasieHue Huxonas II. [l nmoHuMaHus KagpoBOM ITOJIUTHUKHU
MOCJIETHErO 1APCTBOBAHUS HEOOXOJMMO PACCMOTPETh NEATEIHbHOCTh KOHKPETHBIX
pEACTABUTEINIEH BBICIIEW aJIMUHUCTPALMU, TPUUYUHBI UX HA3HAYEHUN U OTCTaBOK. B
JAHHOM CTaTb€ KaJpoBas NOJUTHUKA PACCMATPUBAETCA HA MNPUMEPE OTIACIbHBIX
CTOPOH AJIMUHHUCTPATUBHOM M TMOJUTHUYECKOW AEATEIBHOCTA BOCHHOTO MHUHHUCTpPA
Poccuiickoit mmmepun ¢ 1905 mo 1909 rr. A.®. Pemurepa’. Ero paGora kak
MUHHCTpAa N0 pPa3BUTUIO PoccHiiCKOM apMHM HE paccMaTpUBAECTCS — 3TO TeEMa
OTAEIBHOTO BOEHHO-UCTOPUYECKOTO FICCIICIOBAHNS .

OcHoBHasl YacTh

buorpadus renepana ot undantepuu A.®. Penurepa He BIONHE TUMHWYHA IS
BOEHHOTO JIEATENIsI — OH HE MPOCIABWICS B BOCHHBIX KaMITaHUSIX, XOTS y4acTBOBAJ B
pyccKo-Typenkoi BoitHe 1877—1878 rr., He KOMaHAOBaJ KPYITHBIMU COCIUHECHUSIMH,
HE MMeJT OOJIBIIOr0 aBTOPUTETA B apMeiickoii cpene’. COGCTBEHHO CTpOeBast CIykOa

* Hayunas Guorpadus A.®. Pexurepa ele He HAIICaHa, O HEM €CTh JTHINb psij cTaTei. CM.:
3aiikuna T.B. A.®.Pemurep Kak TroCyZapCTBEHHBI W BOEHHBIM JeATenb. VCTOYHUKH H
ucropuorpadus mnpodiemsl (KpaTkuil HaydHbli 0030p) // M3BecTuss Camapckoro Hay4HOro IieHTpa
Poccwuiickoii akamemuun Hayk. 2018. T. 20, Ne 3 (2). C. 407-412; 3aiikuna T.B. Poib BOeHHOTO
muHHcTpa A.D. Penurepa B mpoBeileHUN BOEHHBIX peopM CKBO3b MPHU3MY €r0 B3aUMOOTHOIIEHUH
C POCCHUHCKUMH TOCYIapCTBEHHBIMH, NMOJIUTHUYECKUMHU M OOILIECTBEHHBIMU JesaTensiMu // M3Bectus
Camapckoro HayuyHoro InieHTpa Poccuiickoit akagemmn Hayk. 2018. T. 20, Ne 3. C. 62-66;
3auxuna T.B. Ctanonenne A.®. Penaurepa kak kpymHoro BoeHHOTO mpodeccronana // M3pectus
Camapckoro HayyHoro 1ieHTpa Poccuiickoit akagemun Hayk. 2017. T. 19, Ne 3 (2). C. 273-279.

> 06 06X npobaemax pazsutus Poccuiickoil apmuu B Hayane XX B. cM.: beckposnuiii JI.1'.
Pycckas apmus u ¢pnor Poccun B Hauane XX B. Ouepku BOEHHO-3KOHOMHYECKOIO MOTEHLMANA.
Mocksa: Hayka, 1986; Mennune B.Y. Ilyns u mreik. Apmusi Poccuiickoii ummnepuu, 1864-1914 /
nepeBoJ ¢ aHriumiickoro H. Onenpmana; mox HayuHoW penakumend O. AlipaneroBa. Mocksa:
Monect Konepos, 2015; Cypses B.H. Pycckas umneparopckasi apMusi HaKaHyHe U B roJipl Benukoit
BoitHBL. MockBa: Pycckast manopama, Pycckoe uctopuueckoe odmiectso, 2015.

°AD. Pennrep BcnommHan, Kak Ha HEKOTOpbIX 3acenaHusx (CoBera rocylapCTBEHHON
000pOHBI OOEBbIE TeHEpaIbl CMOTPENN Ha HEro «Kak Ha 4yelloBeKa IITATCKOTO, HE 3HAIOIIETo JIyxa
BOMCK U TpeOOBaHUI CTPOEBON CIykObI, MO MeYaJIbHOMY HEIOPAa3yMEHHUIO TOMABIIEMY B BOCHHbBIE
MUHHUCTPBI, KOTOPOI'O0 OHU CTapajuCh Ha3uJaThb M HANPAaBUTh HA MyTh UCTUHB (Peducep A.dD.
Hcropus moent xu3HU. BocmoMuHaHus BOeHHOro MuHHUCTpa: B 2 T. MockBa: Kanon-npecc-1],
KyukoBo mone, 1999. T. 1. C. 466).
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3aHMMaJla B €ro BOEGHHOM Kapbepe 4uyTh Oousbiue 11 ner’. Ero HPOABUKCHUE I10
CiIyk0€e CKOpee HAlOMHUHAJIO Kapbhepy aJIMHUHHUCTPATUBHOIO UMHOBHUKA, a TaKKe
ydeHoro u npemnojasareis. [Ipodeccop Axkanemun ['enepanpHoro mraba ¢ 1884 r.,
aBTOp MHOXECTBa padOT MO BOEHHOM aJMUHUCTpAIMH, KOMIUIEKTOBAHHUIO U
YCTPOMCTBY apMUH, OH, I10 CJIIOBAM BHJIHOIO rocyaapcTBeHHoro aesrens B.U. ['ypko,
POU3BOMII BIIEYATIICHHE «HE CTOJBKO BOEHHOTO, CKOJBKO J0OPOCOBECTHOTO
nmpodeccopa HEMEIKOM CKJIaI[KI/I»S. [To nadmonenusm C.FO. Butre, Penurep

HpeACTaBIIs cOO0I0 TUI BECbMa YMHOTO, TOJIKOBOTO, XapaKTEPHOTO U SHEPTUIHOTO
9
BOEHHOT'0 reHepasa, XoTs 0oj1ee KAOMHETHOT O, HEXKENU OOEBOTO .

A.®. Pequrep

Cxoxyto oneHky aaBai Penurepy MockoBckuii ry0epHaTop, TeHepai-IeiTeHaHT
B.®. /I)KyHKOBCKMIA:

YeJIOBEK BEChbMa TOJIKOBBIM, JCIBLHBIA, OTIWYHO 3HAKOMBIM C JIEJOM, YEIOBEK

KaOMHETHBIM, He O0EBOM, HO OrPOMHOM TPYNOCHOCOOHOCTH, HE CTECHSBIIMHCA
1

TOBOPUTH MPaBIy 0

" Cwm.: Beimicka u3 (dbopMyInIpHOrO CIHcKa O ciyk0e BhICHIEro ujeHa [ ocyaapcTBEHHOTro
Cogera, 3acioyxxkennoro mnpodeccopa, [louernoro umena Mmmeparopckoii BOeHHOW AKaaeMuu U
[Touetnoro unena Kondepenuuu toii ke axanemuu // Pegurep A.D. Hcropus Moed KHU3HH.
Bocnomunanus. T. 2. C. 483-499.

s ypko B.M. UYeptsl u cuiydThl mnpomwioro: I[lpaBuTenbcTBO M OOIIECTBEHHOCTH B
napcrsoBanne Hukonas Il B wu3oOpaxenun coBpemeHHHKa. MockBa: HoBoe nurepartypHOe
o6o3penue, 2000. C. 478.

% Bumme C.FO. BocriomMuHanus: B 3 T. / 101 o6meii penakuueit A.JI. CumopoBa. Mockaa:
N3paTenscTBO conManbHO-3KOHOMHUYECKOH auTepaTtypsl, 1960. T. 3. C. 496.
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[IpencraBurens  BbICIIEW — aaMuHUCTpaThBHOM  smuTthl  B.b.  Jlomyxun
OoXapaKTepu30Bajl BOCHHOIO MHUHMCTPa KaK TUIUYHOTO BOECHHOIO 6}op01<paTa11, YTO
HeyauBUTENIbHO — ¢ 1884 no 1905 r. Pemurep pabortan B kaHuenspun BoeHHOro
MHHUCTEPCTBA.

Ha nepBsiil B3rsia, Ha3HaueHue B utoiie 1905 r. B yCrnoBHUSAX MpOIOIKABIIEHCS
PYCCKO-SITIOHCKOM BOWHBI Ha JIOJHKHOCTH BOEHHOTO MUHHMCTpA aJIMHUHUCTPATOpA U
Y4E€HOT0, a He 00EBOI0 reHepasa BBIMISAUT HeJTOTUUHbIM. [{1s1 cpaBHeHuUst — ¢ 1898 T.
BOCHHBIM MHHUCTPOM OBbLIT IO-HacTosieMy OoeBoi renepan A.H. Kyponartkuw,
HA3HAYECHHBIA C HAYaJOM BOWHBI TJIABHOKOMAHAYIOIIMM BCEMH BOOPYKECHHBIMU
cujgaMu, JedcTBoBaBIIMMHU TpoTuB Anonuu. Ho 3mech HEOOXOAMMO YYUTHIBATH
CHUCTEMY YyIpaBJICHUS apMUeld B TOT MOMEHT. BOEHHBII MHUHUCTP HE PYKOBOJWII
HETIOCPEICTBEHHO BOEHHBIMM JICMCTBUSIMH; PYKOBOJICTBO apMHUEW B XOJ€ BOWHBI
OBUIO IEIIEHTPAIM30BAHO MEXKIY TpeMsi HHCTAaHIUSIMU — COBETOM TOCYJIapCTBEHHOM
000pOHBI BO TJIaBe C BelMKUM KHsi3eM Hukonaem Hukonaesuuem (opmanbHO —
BBICIIMA OpraH BOEHHOTO PYKOBOJICTBA), ['eHEepasbHBIM IITa0OM, BBIBEACHHBIM W3
MOAYMHEHUS BOCHHOTO MUHHUCTpPA, 1 COOCTBEHHO BOGHHBIM MUHHUCTEPCTBOM. B Takoii
CATyallUM 3a BOCHHBIM MHUHHCTPOM OCTaBajJjOCh B OCHOBHOM pEIICHHE
aIMUHUCTPATUBHO-XO3SIMCTBEHHBIX ~ BONPOCOB,  WJM, KAaK  BBIPA3WICI  caM
A.®. Penurep 1o 3roMy MOBOAY, «BCSI XO3SIMCTBEHHAS qacThy

KanpoBas mpoOiemMa B apMuM SBIIsJIaCh OJHOM M3 OCHOBHBIX, C KOTOpPOHU
cronknHyJsics A.®. Pequrep. A.H. KyponaTkuh jan el clieayronyo XapakTepucTHKY:

Jtomn ¢ CUJBHBIM XapakTepoM, JIIOJU CAMOCTOSATEIbHBIC, K COXAJICHUIO, HE
BBIJIBUTAIIUCh BIIEPE/, a MPECISOBAIMCh;, B MHUPHOE BpEMs OHHU JUII MHOTHUX
HAYaJIbHUKOB Ka3aJuCh OCECHOKOWHBIMU. B pesynbrare Takue IIOIM YaCTO
octaBisui  cinyk0y. HaoGopoT, mromu OecxapakTepHble, 0e3 yOexaeHUiM, HO
MOKJIQIUCThIE, BCErJa TOTOBBIE BO BCEM COTJIAIATBCS C MHEHHEM CBOUX
HAYAIIbHUKOB, BIABUTAJINCH BIICPEL .

Pemuth kaapoByto npodiiemMy ObLIO HEMPOCcTO. BOGHHOMY MUHUCTPY MOJIHOCTBIO
ITOJYMHAIUCH TOJIBKO IOJBEJOMCTBEHHBIEC €MY YUPEXKICHUSA, B TO BpeMsl KaK BOMCKa
HaXOAWINCh IO KOMAHJOBAaHWEM IJIABHBIX HA4YaJbHUKOB BOEHHBIX OKpYIOB,
Ha3Ha4yaeMbIX L1IapeM, KaK MpaBUJIO, U3 Yucia OJIM3KUX K HEMY BIUSTENbHBIX JIMIL,
BKJIIOYAs BEIUKHUX KHsA3eH. DOpMaIbHO HaYaIbHUKU BOCHHBIX OKPYTOB IOIUUHSIINACH

10 JDicynkosckuit B.@. BocnomuHanus: B 2 T. / monm oOmeid penakmueit A.Jl. Tlanunoii.
Mocksa: M3mateasctBo nmenn Cabamuukoseix, 1997. T. 1. C. 61.

1 Jlonyxun B.b. 3anucku OBIBIIETO JUPEKTOpa AenapraMeHTa MUHHCTEPCTBA WHOCTPAHHBIX
nen / orBerctBeHHBIN peaakTop C.B. Kymukos. Cankr-Ilerepoypr: Hectop-Hctopus, 2008. C. 144.

12 Peoueep A.®. Victopus moeit xxusznu. T. 1. C. 429.

B . no: Jenurun A 1. [Tyts pycckoro opurnepa. Mocksa: CoBpemennuk, 1991. C. 188.
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BOCHHOMY MMHHUCTPY, HO B PEAJBHOCTH BCE 3aBHCENO, IO cinoBaM Penmrepa, ot
«yJIENIBHOTO BECa OTIEIBbHBIX JIMI . JIefiCTBUTENBHO, KaK MOI' BOGHHBIH MUHHICTD
BO3JICHCTBOBATh, HAIPUMEP, Ha KOMAHAYIOLEro MOCKOBCKMM BOEHHBIM OKPYI'OM
Benukoro kHsa3s Cepres AnexcanapoBuua? Penurep mpuBOAMII B CBOMX MeEMyapax
XapaKTEPHYI0 HCTOpPHI0 — KOMaHaytomui IletepOyprckumM BOEHHBIM OKPYIOM
BEIUKUN KHA3b Biagumup AsekcaHIpoBUY HE JOINYCTHJI B CBOM OKpPYI pPEBH30pa
reHepasia bopoHka, ocIIaHHOro BOeHHbIM MUHUCTpoM I1.C. BaHHOBCKHM, KOTOpBIH,
HECMOTPS Ha CBOE HEMANIOE BIIMAHME TIPU JBOPE, HHUErO HE MOT C 3THM IOJeNaTh .
[IpenmectBennuk Penurepa BoeHHblii muHucTp B.B. CaxapoB paxe He mblTalics
pemuTh 3Ty mnpobiieMy, emie Oosiee OOOCTPUBIIYIOCS B TOJbI PYCCKO-SIOHCKOM
BOWHBI.
B utore, o cinoBam A.®. Penurepa,

MOJIO)KEHUE OBbLITO, OUYEBUIHO, HE TOJIBKO HEHOPMAaJbHOE, HO MPOCTO HETEPIHUMOE.
Apmus 6e3 eMHOTO yNpaBJICHUsS, C BBHICIINMU HAaYaJIbHUKAMH, 3a3HABIIAMUCS IO
TOTO, YTO OHH JOXOJAWJIH JO MPSIMOTO OCIYIIAHUS, SBJISIACH KAKUM-TO BBIPOJAKOM!
Ho He Tompko KOMaHIyIOIIHE BOMCKAMHU YyBCTBOBAIU ceOs caTpamaMu M, CMOTPS
10 TMYHOCTH, 00JIee WM MEHee MOTYHHSINCh YKa3aHUsSIM LIEHTPAbHOW BIAaCTH, HO
U KOpIIyCHblE€ KOMaHIUPbI MPEACTABIIIN ceOs OYEeHb OOJBLUIMMHU OCOOaMH...
Co3HaHue cBOE€il HE3aBHUCHUMOCTH U BCEIO03BOJIEHHOCTH HEPEIKO JIOBOJIUIIO
CTApIIIX YHHOB JI0 CAMOJyPCTBA HIIH YHU3HTEIBHOTO OOPAIICHHAS C MIIA/[IINMI. ..

CraB mMuHHuCTpoM, Peaurep moHumain, 4yTo, Ha4aB YHUCTKY TF€HEPAJIOB, HAKUBET
cebe maccy BparoB. TeM HEe MEHee, OH OCTOPOXKHO MPOBOJMUII CBOIO JIMHUIO, UCXOIS
13 OPOCTOr0 MPUHIIUIA!

s caM JOJDKeH OBLI TBEpPJO CTOSTh Ha TOYBE 3aKOHAa W TpeOOBaHWU Jienia, He
o 17,18
JIONTYCKAasi CO CBOEU CTOPOHBI HUKAKOTO HEMOTU3Ma™ .

B 1906 r. A.®. Penurep nobuics co3gaHus Beiciiel aTTecTallMOHHOU
KOMHCCHUH, KOTOpasi JIOJDKHA OblIa OIEHWBATH MPUTOJHOCTH CTapUIUX O(UIIEPOB K
3aHSATUIO BBICIIMX KOMAHJIHBIX JOJDKHOCTEW. OYEeBHAHO, 4YTO JIMIIb HEyAayd B
PYCCKO-AMOHCKON BoiHe BbIHYnuIu Hukonast |l cormacutbesi ¢ HEOOXOAUMOCTHIO

1 Peoucep A.®. Victopus moeit xxusznu. T. 1. C. 427.

> Peoucep A.®. Vicropus moeit xusuu. T. 1. C. 427.

18 Pegucep A.@. Vicropust moeit sxusun. T. 1. C. 428,

Y Ormernm, uTo TEPMHUH «HEMOTU3M» MPUMEHUTENBHO K Poccun Havana XX B. uCTOpUKamMHu
MPaKTUYECKH HE YNOoTpeOisercs, Tak Kak B 3TO BpeMs pPOJACTBEHHbIE M JIMYHBIE CBSI3U IPU
KaJIpOBBIX HA3HAYEHHUSAX YCTYMald MECTO COOOpaKCHUSM TOTUTHUECKON JOSIBHOCTU MpaBsIIeH
nuHacTHd, ocobenHo nocie Manudecra 17 okrssOps 1905 r.

18 Peoueep A.®. Victopus moeit xxusznu. T. 1. C. 431.
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KaJpOBOM YUCTKHA apMHUU. JleATeNbHOCTh KOMHCCHUU BbI3Baja MPOTUBOACHCTBUE B
BBICIIMX c(epax u, Kak CIEACTBUE, KpaliHe HeMpUsi3HEHHbIe OTHOIeHus Penurepa co
MHOTUMHU TPEACTABUTEIISIMU BBICIIEH aAMUHHUCTpauuu. Tem He meHee, B 1906—
1908 rr. xomuccus oTnpasmia B orcTaBky 4 307 odurepos, Bkitodast 337 reHepasios,
711 nonkoBHIKOB 1 1 206 TIOAMONKOBHUKOB . ApMeiiCKHii IOMOp Ha3BaJI ATy YHCTKY
«M30HMeHAEeM MITAJCHIEBY . ONHAKO, BBICIIME KPYTH PYCCKOH apMHH YHCTKA
NpaKTUYECKU HE 3aTpoHyla — 31ech Penurep Obul OGeccuiieH yTo-nmubo caenarb. B
YacTHBIX pa3roBopax ¢ npenacraBuressimu komuccuu |l T'ocynapcTBeHHOM 1ymBbI 110
roCyJapCTBEHHOW O0OpOHE OH HE pa3 00CYXAal KaJpoBbIE MPOOJIEMBbI ApPMHUH,
MPU3HABAJI, YTO BBICIIEE KOMAaHJOBAaHUE OBLJIO «BECHhMa HEYIOBIETBOPHUTEIHLHOY,
yKa3bIBajl, 4TO «EMY YacTO MPUXOAUTCS B 3TOM BOIIPOCE CTAJIKUBATHCS C OYECHb
CHIIbHBIMH BIIMSIHHSMH, KOTOPBIE MY HE BCEI/IA YIACTCS YCTPAHSITEN .

3aHMMasi BBICOKYIO IIPaBUTEIBCTBEHHYIO NIOKHOCTh, A.D. Pemurep He Mor
3aHUMATBCSl TOJIBKO CIY>KEOHBIMH OOS3aHHOCTAMH — ¢ 1905 1. mojJuTHKa aKTUBHO
BXojuia B chepy AesTeabHOCTH Ttoboro Muuuctpa. Hukonait 11 monaran, uro apmus
JOJKHA OBITh BHE MOJMTUKHU, TIO3TOMY COTJIACHO YTBEPKJIEHHOW UM HOBOW pelaKluu
«OCHOBHBIX I'OCYJapCTBEHHBIX 3aKOHOB POCCHIICKON MMIeprUn» BOCHHBIA MUHHUCTP
NaXe HE NOMUYMHSUICS TMpPEeMbEp-MUHUCTPY. TeM He MeHee, TOJHOCTBIO
JVCTAaHIIMPOBATBCA OT IOJUTUKU Penurep HeE MOr — pEMINTh MHOTI'OYHCIICHHBIE
npoOsieMbl pa3BUTUSL apMUU 0€3 MOJJEPKKU OINPENEICHHBIX MOJIUTUYECKUX CHII
ObU10 KpaitHe nmpobneMatnyHo. C nosineHueM ['ocyaapcTBEHHONW AyMbl BO3ZHHUKIIA U
TIOMIANKA JUIs B3aMMOJCHCTBHS MCIOJTHUTEIBHON M 3aKOHONATEIBHOM BIACTH .
Unen pedopmupoBaHus CTpaHbl Ha OCHOBE COTJIAUIEHUS C  HApOJIHBIM
MPEACTABUTENILCTBOM HE OBLIM YYXKIbl HEKOTOPHIM MPEICTABUTENSIM BBICIIEH
aAMUHUCTPALIMH, K YUCITY KOTOPBIX OTHOCWICS U Penurep.

Jletom 1905 . B mpaBsmux Kpyrax MMpOKO 10 0OCYK/IEHHUE TUIAHOB BBEJICHUS
['ocymapcTBEeHHOM HOyMBl, K KOTOPOMY TIPUBIEKIM M BOEHHOTO MHWHHCTPA.
PaccmarpuBaiicss BaKHBIM BOIPOC: JOJDKHA JIM apMUs, MPEexae BCero, opuUepCKuii
KOpIyc, NMpUHMMATh ydyacTue B BbIOOpax B Jlymy? Hekoropble mnpenctaBuUTeNn
BBICIIIETO BOEHHOTO KOMaHIOBAHMS CUUTAIM 3TO Y4yacTHE LieJIecOo00pa3HbIM, Jenas
CTaBKy Ha KOHCEpBAaTMBHO-MOHApXW4yeckue B3MAAbl oduuepctBa. Ilo3unus
Penurepa no aTomy Bonpocy ObLia HHOM:

Y Mennunz B.Y. [Tyns u wteik. Apmust Poceniickoit nmnepun, 1864—-1914. C. 340.

2 enuxun A.1. [Tyt pycckoro odurepa. C. 189.

2! Bennuecen D.I1. 3amucku (1875-1917). Mocksa: UsnatensctBo mvenn CaGallHHKOBBIX,
2018. C. 384.

22 CMm.: Conosves K.A. 3aKoHOIATeIbHAs W WCIIOJIHHTENbHAS BIACTH B POCCHM: MEXaHH3MbI
B3aumoeiicTeus (1906—-1914). Mocksa: POCCIISH, 2011.
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BOMCKa JOJDKHBI OBITh YYXKIbl BCSAKOW TOJUTHUKA M CTOSTh BHE IMOJTUTHYCCKOMN
23
arutanum’ .

OH yka3pIBajl Ha OMACHOCThH BTSATMBaHUS O(UIIEPCTBA B MOJUTHYECKYIO OOPHOY
paau MONMYYCHHsI MX CPAaBHUTEIBHO MAaJOYUCIICHHBIX TOJIOCOB. B Xoae oOCyKaeHwHsI
Ha 3aceqaHusx BoeHHOro coBeTra TOYKa 3pEHUS BOSCHHOTO MHUHHUCTpPA IMOJIYYHIIA
SAVMHOIYIIHYIO TOAJICPKKY M ObUTa peann3oBaHa (B MOJHOM COTJIACHM C MHEHUEM
Huxomnas II) npu pazpaboTke 3akoHa 0 BeIOOpax B [[ymy.

Cuurass HenpuemJieMbIM JUisl oduliepa 3aHUMAThCs MOAUTHKON, A.D. Penurep
OTHOCHJI 3TO TpeOoBaHUE U K cebe kak MUHUCTPY. OH HUKOTa HE aQHUIIUPOBa CBOU
MOJINTUYECKHUE B3TJISABI, TTO3BOJIMB Ce0€ M3JIOKUTh MX TOJIBKO B MeMyapax. bymyduwn
Mo yOeXJECHUSIM MOHAPXHCTOM, OH, TEM HE MEHEE, IoJjaraj, 4YTo OT CaMOJACPKaBHsI
JOJDKHBI ObIM  UCXOuTh (kKak mnpu  Anekcanape ) Te pedopmbl, «koTOpBIE
TpeOOBAIMCh  JKW3HBIO»,  HANpPABJICHHbIE HA  IOCTENEHHOE  paCUIUpEHHE
«caMoiesITensHOCTH o0mIecTBa». Pequrep He comueBarncs, 9to Poccus co BpemeneM
JOJKHA ObL1a 00paTUTHCS] B KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOE TOCYAapCTBO:

camoJiepxkKell JOJDKEH YyBCTBOBaTh ce0sl CIIyroil rocyiapcrBa M, oTjiaras B
CTOPOHY BCE CBOM JINYHBIE MHTEPECHl M CUMIATHH, CTABUTh BIEPEAM BCETO
untepecbl Poccun... Becem atuM TpeOoBaHUSAM rocyaapb HE YJOBIETBOPSUIL, U A

24
CO3HAaBaJI, YTO BBUY 3TOI'0 OI'PAHMYCHHE €TO BJIACTH OBLIO HY)KHO .

He cnenyer momarath, urto ymepeHHO-nuOepaibHble B3rAael A.D. Pegurepa
ABJSUIMCh  PEIKUM HCKJIIOYEHHEM B apmeiickor cpene. Llenslii psx  Beicmmx
opuIEpoB, Kak MPaBWIO, MOJYYMBIIMX XOPOUIYIO aKaJEeMHUYECKYIO IOJITOTOBKY,
pazaensui noooHbie uaen. Tak, A.W. JIeHukuH B CBOMX MeMyapax OTMeval:

B akanemuueckue rojbl CIOXKUIOCH MOE€ MOJUTHYECKOE MHUPOBO33peHHE... S
MPUHSUT POCCUUCKUN NHOEpaliu3M B €ro HICOJIOTHYEeCKON CYITHOCTH, 0€3 KaKoro-
au00 mapTUHOro JorMatusMa. B mmpokom 0000UIEHHH 3TO NPUSTHE MPUBOAUIIO
MeHs K TpeMm mnojoxxkeHusiM: 1) KoHcTutynuonHas MoHapxusi, 2) PanukaibHbie
pedopmbl u 3) MupHble myTH OOHOBJIEHHUS CTpPaHbl. ITO MUPOBO33PEHUE s JOHEC
HEepymuMo 110 peBoionuu 1917 roga, He npuHUMAs aKTUBHOTO Yy4acTusS B

2
MOJIMTHUKEC U OTAaBas BCC CBOU CUJIbI U TPy apMHUU 5.

2 Peouzep A.®. Vctopus moeit xxu3nu. T. 1. C. 442.
24 Peouzep A.®. Vctopus moeit sxxuznu. T. 2. C. 284.
2 Jenuxkun A.U. TlyTth pycckoro opurepa. C. 72.
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Koneuno, nmucranunupoBanne A.D. Pengurepa oOT DOJIUTUKA B YCIOBHAX
peBOMOIMOHHBIX ToTpsicenuit  1905-1907 rr. mpuBoauiaOo K oOmNpeaeaeHHbIM
npobsemam. B ogHom u3 ucem nociie Manudecta 17 oxta0ps 1905 r. on nucait:

[TonoxxeHnue IICPBOT'O0 BOCHHOI'O MUHHUCTPA IMIPU HOBOM PCKUMC TPYAHOC: I JOJIKCH
ACPIKATBCA BHC IIOJIMTUKKU W S BCC JKC YJICH Kabunera. I BO BHYTPCHHHX ACJIaXx
HHUYCTO HC CMBICJIIO U UX 3HATh HC XO0UY. IToutn He ObiBaro B CoBete MHUHHUCTPOB — H
CoBeT 3a 9TO Ha MEHS B HpeTeHSI/II/IZG.

OpHako MOJHOCTBIO YHTHM OT TNOJUTUKH OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. B KkauecTBe
BoeHHOro wmuHucrtpa A.D. Penurep npunHmman ywactue B ILlapckocenbckux
COBellaHusAX Mo pa3zpaboTke OCHOBHBIX TOCYJIAapPCTBEHHBIX 3aKOHOB Poccuiickoi
nmriepun. Korma peup 3anuia o 14-ii crarbe, MOCBSIIEHHOM apMuu U (JoTY,
Bemuknii kHA3p Hwukonan HukomaeBnd mpemiokKnil BBIBECTH BCE  BOMIPOCHI,
KacarolIlluecss ToCylapCTBEHHOM OOOpOHBI, M3 BeAeHUs [0CynapCTBEHHON IyMBI.
Penurep, cornamasice ¢ TeM, 4YTO HE BCE BOEHHBIE BOIPOCHI HEOOXOIMMO MTPOBOAUTH
yepe3 MapjaMeHT, BCE€ JK€ Ioylarajl HEOOXOOUMBIM COXpaHUTh 3a [lymoii
OTIpE/ICNICHHYIO CTENEHb BIUSHUS B 3ToH chepe. OH moTUepKUBa:

Takoli BOIpPOC, KaK YCTPOMCTBO TOCYAApPCTBEHHOTO ONOJYEHUS, HECOMHEHHO,

OTHOCHUTCSI K TOCYJapCTBEHHOH OOOpOHE, MEXJy TEM €ro pa3pelieHHe MOKET
27

MIOCJIEIOBATh TOJIBKO B 3aKOHOJATEIbHOM ITOPSIAKE” .

OueBHIHO, 4YTO BHOCA TaKue NpPeNIOKeHUs, Penurep uCXoamim U3 CBOMX
MOJIMTUYECKUX B3IJIS10B, XOTS X U HE aUIIUpOBal.

A.®. Pegurep NpUBETCTBOBAN IMOSBICHUE NapJaMEHTa KaK IOJUTHYECKOIO
MHCTUTYTa M HaMepeBajlCsi TECHO COTPYJHHWYaTh C HHUM B pPaMKax CBOHUX
MHUHHUCTEPCKUX MoiaHomounii. I[lomoxenme ot 6 asrycrta 1905 r. o BBeneHunm
3aKOHOCOBEIIATEIBHOM [ 0CYy1apCTBEHHOM AyMbl OH CUMTAII 3aI1031AJIbIM:

OyZb OHO M3/IaHO HA OJIMH-J[BA I'0JIa PaHbIIIE, TO BHECIIO Obl YCIIOKOCHHUE B CTPAHy U

MOIJIO PAaCHIUPSATHCS M YJIY4IIAThCS IOCTENEHHO; TEMepb >X€ OHO HHUKOro He
2

YAOBJIETBOPSIIIO 8

2 [IpencraBurensHbie yupexnaeHus Poccuiickor umnepun B 1906—1917 rr.: Marepunansl
nepiroctpanuu JlenaprameHTa moiaunuy / oTBETCTBeHHBIM penaktop B.B. IllenoxaeB. Mocksa:
IMonutnueckas >aumkioneaus, 2014. C. 47.

2 [Tpotokomnsr [{apckocensckux coBemtanmii (1905-1906) // Pycckuii KOHCTUTYIIMOHAINU3M: OT
camMoJepKaBus K KOHCTHTYI[MOHHO-TIAPJAMEHTCKOW MOHAapXUHU: COOPHHK JOKYMEHTOB / aBTOp-
cocraButensb A.B. I'oronesckuii. Mocksa: ['apnapuku, 2001. C. 134.
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O6 otkpeiTuu | T'ocymapctBennoit nymel Penurep mucan: «Bemukoe coObiTne
coBepmmiioch. [lepeMena rocyapcTBeHHOro crposi Poccuum crana coBepIIMBIINMCS
daxTom»”.

B I TocymapcTBeHHOW JymMe€ BOEHHBIA MHHHCTP HE OBUI HHM pas3y, 4YTO
HEYJUBUTEIIBHO, YUYUTHIBas KOPOTKHH Cpok ee paborel. 6 mas 1906 r., B JieHb
poxnaenuss Huxomas II, na npueme B Ilereprode A.D. Peaurep roopui
C.A. MypoMueBy: «5 CTOO BHE MOJIUTHKM M JKEJIAI0 JIMIIb OJHOIO — JIEJaTh CBOE
neno»>. Takas MO3MIMS HAILIA TOJHOE MOHMMAHWEe y mpexcenarens IlepBoii
l'ocynapctBenHoid aymbl. B gHu paOoThl mapiamMeHTa K BOCHHOMY MUHHUCTPY
HEOJIHOKPATHO OOpAaIlaIUCh JCMyTaThl C PA3IMYHBIMU XOJaTaliCTBAMU, B OCHOBHOM,
O CMSITYCHUU MPUTOBOPOB M 00 OTMEHE cMepTHOM Ka3HU. CoxpaHsisi BEPHOCTH
CBOEMY IMPUHIIMIY HAXOJUTHCS BHE MOJUTUKH, Peurep HEM3BMEHHO OTBEYaJl, UTO BCE
BOIIPOCHI BHE BOGHHOT'O BEJOMCTBA HE BXOJAT B €r0 KOMIETEHIINIO. Takoil ke OTBET
OH JJaBAJI ¥ TIPABbIM MOJUTUYECKUM JICSITENSIM, KOTOPBIE MPEjiarajidi €My BbICTYIIUTh
¢ 0OpalleHIeM B IOIACPKKY MOHAPXMUECKO BIACTH M TOCYIaps- .

JlornuHbIM cleICTBUEM JAaHHOW mno3unuu craino Hempustne A.D. Pegurepom
UCIIONIb30BAaHUSA apMHUM JJIsl TIOJABJEHUS PEBOJMIONUU. BOEHHBIW MHUHUCTD C
BO3MYIIICHUEM MHCAJ, YTO HAa apPMHUIO0 CMOTPEIU «KaK Ha MOJULHI0, TOYHO OHA HE
FIMena APYTHX 331349, KPOME BOCCTAHOBIICHHUS U MOUICPKAHHS [IOPSIKA B CTPaHe!» 2.
JleHcTBUTENBHO, pa3Max MPUBICUEHUS AapMHUU K TOJABJICHUIO PEBOJIOLNU
Brieuatisier. B 1905 1. ms atux neneit 6puto HampasiieHo 213 por, 1 OXOTHHYBS
KoMaHsia, 66 SCKaapoHOB U COTE€H, |2 KOHBOWHBIX M | MecTHas KoMaHJa,
1466 comgatr B cocTtaBe OTACNBbHBIX KomaHa. B 1906 r. — 15298 por,
3666 »SCkamIpoHOB W COTeH, 15 yueOHBIX, 10 KOHBOWHBIX, 5 OXOTHUYBUX H
10 mecTHBIX KOMaHI, 83 855 commaT B cocTtaBe oTaenabHbIX KoMaHa. B 1907 r. Boiicka
B MOMOIIb I'PAXTAHCKUM BIIACTSIM BbICHUIAIHCH 9 771 pa333. [ToHATHO, YTO B Takux
YCJIOBUSIX apMHUs HE MOIJIa HOPMaJIbHO 3aHUMAaTbCsi 0OEBOM MOJTOTOBKOM, YTO U
BBI3BIBAJIO HEJOBOJIBLCTBO BOEHHOIO MHUHHCTpa. Penurep mnpenyioXui COKpPaTUTh
YUCJICHHOCTh apMHM, CO3/IaB B3aMEH «CTPaXy M3 HH3IIMX YUHOB 00s3aTEIbHOU
CIIyk0bI, 0 00pa3ily y»e CYIIECTBOBABIIMX >KAHIAPMCKHUX JUBU3MOHOBY», HAJESAChH
ATOM MEPOM «CMACTH apMUIO OT PA3JIOKEHUS», OCBOOOIUB €€ OT HECBOMCTBEHHBIX €

28 Peoucep A.®. ctopus moeit xxusuu. T. 1. C. 443.

2% Peoucep A.®. Victopus moeit xmsum. T. 2. C. 49.

% Peoucep A.®. Vicropus moeit xusum. T. 2. C. 50.

3 Kupees A.A. [ueBnuk. 1905-1910 / cocrtaBuTenb, aBTOpP BCTYNUTEIbHON CTaThH,
koMMeHTapueB u npumeuyanuii K.A. ConosseB. Mocksa: POCCIIOH, 2010. C. 111.

32 Peouzep A.®. Vctopus moeit xuznu. T. 2. C. 81.

3 Hlayunno K.@. Poccus nepen nepBoi MUpoBoil BoliHOW (BoopyxkeHHBIE CHIIBI IJapu3Ma B
1905-1914 rr.). Mocksa: Hayka, 1974. C. 15.
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oGs3anHOCTEi .  IIpe/UIOKeHHe BIACTAM IOHPABHIOCH, €ro Mepefamd il
pa3paboTtku B MB/I, T71e 0HO CO BpeMEHEM M OBLIIO «ITOXOPOHEHO» — MOJIUIIEHCKOMY
PYKOBOJICTBY OKa3ajoCh MpOINe U yJoOHee NpPHUBIEKATh apMHIO IS TOIABJICHUS
HApOJHBIX BOJIHEHUH, HEXKEIH CO3/1aBaThb COOCTBEHHBbIC BOCHU3WPOBAHHBIC CHIIBI.
OcTtaercs TuIIb MpeArojaraTh, Kak Morjia Obl pa3BUBAThCS CHUTYyaIHsi, €CITU OBl B
deBpanbeknie aam 1917 r. Ha ymumel [lerporpama il TOMABICHUS YIMYHBIX
BBICTYIUICHUN BBINIUIA OBl HE OOBIYHBIE BOWHCKHE YacTH, a MpodhecCHOHATLHBIC
noapasaenenus MB/I.

Kpome Toro, A.®D. Peaurep BeICTYynanm TPOTUB TMPAKTHUKOBABIIETOCS
[1.A. CronbIUHBIM  OBICTPOTO TIPOM3BOJICTBA B BOCHHBIE YHMHBI >KAHIAPMOB H
MOJIMIEHCKUX 32 TOJABJICHUE PEBOJIONMOHHBIX BBICTYIUICHUN, BHIS B 3ITOM
yieMseHne cTpoeBbiXx oduiiepoB. [logoOHas mo3unys BbI3Baja yXyALICHHE €ro
OTHOILIEHUH C PEMbEP-MUHUCTPOM.

Henpustue A.®D. Penurepa BbI3bIBAIM U BOCHHO-TNOJEBBIE Cyabpl. OH
MOTYEPKHUBAN, YTO JUIsI TOJABIICHUS PEBOJIOIMOHHOTO TEpPpOpa Hy)KHA CHIIbHAS U
CTpoTas BIacTh, HO

BCidKasA BJIACTb, paHbIIC BCCI'O, JOJIDKHA YBAXXaTb 3daKOH H JICCTBOBATH OTKPLITO,
v 35
YCCTHO, IIPUHHUMAA Ha ce0sl OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a CBOHU JCUCTBUA .

Korga B aBrycre 1906 r. emy ObuIO mOpy4YeHO pacnpocTpanuTh llosoxkeHue o
BOEHHO-TIOJIEBBIX CyJIaX HAa apPMHIO, OH CyMeJ TOOUTHCS BaKHOW OTOBOPKU O TOM, UTO
9TH CYJIbl MOTYT OBITh BBEJICHBI B BOMCKAX JIUIITb B BOGHHOE BpEMSI.

A.®. Pemurepy He HpaBuioch, uto IILA. CTonbIIMH BO37aral Ha BOEHHOE
BEJIOMCTBO OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a JI€ATEIbHOCTh BOEHHO-TOJIEBBIX CYIO0B. Tak,
30 ampenst 1907 1. BoeHHOTO MUHHKCTpa npuriacwiv B ['ocynapcTBeHHYIO AyMy st
OTBETa Ha 3alpoC O HE3aKOHHBIX JIEUCTBUSAX OJIHOTO M3 MOAOOHBIX cynoB. Penurep
BCIIOMUHAJL:

3amava Obuta HeOarogapHas, — TaKk Kak HUKAaKMMH JOBOJIAMH HEJIb3sT HE3aKOHHOE
JeicTBUEe OOpaTUTh B 3aKOHHOE, U MHE B OTBET HAroBOPHWJIM BJIOBOJb BCSKOMU

KI/ICJIOTI)ISG.

Ha 3acenanusix 11 I'ocynapctBennoit nymbl A.®D. Peaurep Obut 4 paza. OgHo u3
€ro BBICTYIUICHUNM 3aKOHYUJIOCh TaK Ha3bIBaEMbIM «3ypaOOBCKUM HHIIUJIECHTOM.

3 Peoucep A.®. Victopus moeit xxusznu. T. 2. C. 85.
» Peoucep A.®. Vctopus moeit xxusznu. T. 2. C. 81.
3 Peouzep A.®. Uctopus moeit sxu3nu. T. 2. C. 153.
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16 anpens 1907 1. oO6Cy)kaancs 3aKOHOIIPOSKT BOGHHOTO MUHUCTEPCTBA O BEIIMUMHE
KOHTHHTeHTa HOBOOpaHIieB B mpu3biB 1907 1. C KPUTHUKOH MPOEKTa OT COIUAII-
7AeMOKpaToB BeicTynui jgenytaT A.I. 3ypaOoB, 3asBUB B CBOCH peYH, UTO pyccKas
apMHs HE MOXET JOCTOWHO 3allUINaTh CBOIO CTpPaHy, a JIUIIb BBIMOIHSICT
HOJMIIeHCKUEe PYHKIUU:

Hama apmust B camojiep;kaBHOM rocyJapcTBe He OyJIeT HUKOIrAa MpucrnocoOseHa,
CKOJIBKO OBI BBI C 3THX CKaMeil He TOBOPWJIM, B IIEJISIX BHEUIHEH 0OOPOHBI, YTO BOT
Takasi apMusi Oy/J€T BEJIMKOJIETHO BOEBAaTh C HAMU M Bac, rOCMojia, Pa3roHST U
Oyner Bcerja TeprneTh nopaxkenust Ha BocToxe. . 3

Ha sTtom mecte ero mpepBanu u jumwid cioBa. Oco0yr0 OCTpOTY CHUTyaluu
npuaaBai ToT Gakt, yTo 3ypaboB ObUT ApPMSHUHOM [0 HAlMOHAIBHOCTH M TOBOPHII C
KaBKAa3CKUM akueHToMm. Paszpasuincs ckanpgan, Peawrep BMecTe ¢ JApyruUMH
MUHUCTpPaMU JEMOHCTPATUBHO MOKUHYJIN 3aJ1 3aCEAaHUM.

Bo Bpems mepepsiBa cocrosuica TenedoHHbIN pasroBop npeacenatens Il lymer
®.A. Tl'onoBuna u I[1LA. Cronsimmuna. [Ipembep-munucTp coodmmn, yto Hukomnait |l
CUMTAET OCKOpOJICHHBIMH apMui0 U ce0sa u TpeOyeT, yToOnl A.I'. 3ypabGoB OblI
OTCTPAaHEH OT 3acelaHuid. ['0JIOBUH MpOBEN COBEUIAHUE IO 3TOMY IIOBOAY C
MPEACTABUTEISIMU (PpaKMil U yOeauIicsa, 4TO OOJIBIIMHCTBO JIEMyTaTOB OTKA3aJIUCh
nojJiepKaTh ~ MCKItoueHue 3ypaboBa. 3aceqaHue BO30OHOBWIJIOCH — BEYEPOM.
[Ipencenarens J{ymbl, 4TOObI Kak-TO BBIMTH W3 TPYAHOTO MOJIOKEHUS, OOBSBUI O
TOM, 4TO peub 3ypaboBa Oblja OCKOPOUTENbHA JIi ApPMUU U IOTOMY CBOEH BIIACTHIO
OH JIMILIWJI OpaTopa CJI0Ba, a 3aT€M HEOXKUIAHHO MpeAIoku [Jyme on00puTh 3T0 €ro
pemienre. CoLMAIMCTBI M YacTh TPYAOBUKOB MPOTECTOBAIM, HO OOJBIIMHCTBO
JeMyTaTOB MPOr0JIOCOBAJIM 3a MpeaiokeHne ['010BUHA, 0OTMEKEBABIIUCH TEM CaMbIM

. 38
OT TMO3UIIMH COIUAT-IEMOKPATUYECKON (hpakiuu™ .

TLA. Crombimus: [Tepenucka / nox penakuumeit IT.A. Iloxwuraitno. Mocksa: POCCIIOH,
2004. C. 33.

% peur AL 3ypaboBa He ObUIa DHKCIIPOMTOM, a 3apaHee oOOCyXaajlach B COIHAJ-
nemokparudeckoil ppakiun. Cm.: Couman-gemokparnueckue ¢pakuuu I u II ['ocygapcTBeHHBIX
IyM: TPOTOKOJIBI (paKkUMOHHBIX 3acenaHuii u Marepuanbl. 1906—-1907 r1r. / OTBETCTBEHHBIN
pemaktop IL.IO. CasenbeB. Mocksa: POCCIIOH, 2020. C. 526-528.
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d.A. T'onoBun

Boictymiienne A.I'. 3ypaGoBa ObLJIO BOCHPHUHSTO TMPaBBIMU KakK OCKOpOJieHUE
apMUU U TIOCIIYXHUJI0O OCHOBAHUEM JJISI HHUIIMMPOBAHUS BOMpPOca O pociycke [[ymsl.
Huxomnait |l monaran, uro nuiienune 3ypaboBa cjioBa W 3aMEUaHHE €My — CIIUIIKOM
MSITKHE OTBETHBIE MEPHI M0 CPABHEHUIO C MOJOOHBIM MOCTYNKOM. B uctopuorpadun
TPAOUIMOHHO CUYUTAETCS, YTO OCHOBHYIO POJIb B COXpaHEHHH [[yMbl cbirpan B TOH
cutyaiuu [I.A. CronpimuH. OH, Kak W OOJBIIMHCTBO YJICHOB IPABUTEIILCTBA,
NEeUCTBUTEIBHO OB MPOTHUB pocnyCKa39, oaHako kak memyapsl @.A. ['onoBuHa, Tak
u nepenncka [1.A. CronblnHa MOKa3bIBAIOT CYHIECTBEHHYIO ponb A.D. Penurepa B
pPa3pEeLICHUH 3TOW CUTYaIINH.

Beuepom 16 ampenss 1907 r. IILA. Croasmmun nocoBetoBan @.A. T'onoBUHY
obpatutbcsi k A.®. Penurepy ¢ u3BHUHEHHEM 3a nponsomez[mee40. 17 ampens B
8 yrpa ['0;10BMH TOCETHII BOGHHOTO MHUHHCTPA, KOTOPBIN yXKe B 9 4acoB JOMIKEH ObLT
NpUOBITH K 1[Aapl0, U MOSICHUI TO3UIMI0 JlyMbl 1O OTHOIIEHUIO K CJIOBaM
A.I'. Bypaboga. Ilpencenarens J[ymMpl TOBOpHJ, YTO TOT HE COOMUpAJCS OCKOPOWUTH
apMUIO, a JIMIIb HEYJA4yHO BbICKa3zaycs. Pemurep ckazan ['0J0BHHY, YTO «CUUTAET
MHIUJICHT WCUYEpPIaHHbIM TMOCTaHOBJEHHWEM JlyMbl U MOUM OTHOIIEHUEM K JEIy».
[Ipeacenarens Jlymbl yexan OT BOGHHOT'O MUHHUCTpa «CIOKOMHBIN 3a cynb0y Jymbl,
BIIOJIHE yBEPEHHBIH, 4TO Joknan Oyaer caeman [locymapro nns  Jywmbl
GIArOIPUATHBIA» -, B dueM OH He ommbest. OTMeTHM, 4To mocie Bu3uTa K Hukomaro 1
Penurep 3aexan k npencenarento Jlymel — 3aBe3 €My BU3UTKY. BBIBIIMN JUPEKTOP

¥TI.A. Cronsimu rmasamu COBpeMEHHUKOB / moxa obmei penakuueit I1.A. Tloxwuraiino.
Mocksa: POCCIISH, 2008. C. 105-106.

O T1.A. Cronsinus: [Tepenucka. C. 32.

" I'onosun ®.A. Bocriomunanmst. 1870—1918. Mocksa: HoBbiit xponorpad, 2020. C. 460.
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nenapramenTa nosmuuu A.A. JlonyxuH B nucbme C.A. MypoMieBy mnucal, 4TO
Pejturep «OCTANCs OYeHb JOBOJICH» CBOMM BH3UTOM K [ 00BHHY .

III I'ocynapcTBeHHast Jyma MO CBOEMY COCTaBY ropaszio OoJibllie MOAXOAWSIa s
COTPYIHMYECTBA C BIACTBIO, HEKEIU IIEPBHIE JBE. Te€M HE MEHee, ONpelCICHHbIC
CJIO)KHOCTH BO3HUKaIU. A.D. Penurep BcnoMuHat:

[Tonoxxenne munucTpa B Jlyme Ob110 JOHENB3s TPyAHOE: OH ObUT I JlyMbl 4yXum
YeJIOBEKOM, U €My TPYJHO ObLIO YOeIuTh €€ B 4eM-IH00, €Clu TOJIbKO NMPOTHUB
3TOr0 BBICKa3bIBaIaCh KOMHCCHsI JlyMbl MM XOTS OBl HECKOJBKO €€ YJICHOB,
MOJIB3YIOLIUXCS TOBEPUEM I[yMLI43

B Takoil cuTyauuu JUisi BOEHHOTO MHUHHUCTPA COTPYJHUYECTBO C JIYMCKOM
KOMHUCCHEHN MO TrocylapCTBEHHONM OOOpOHE SIBISUIOCH Oe3alibTepHATUBHBIM. Bckope
nocie otkpeitust III Jdymsr 8 nexabpst 1907 r. A.®. Penurep npuriacun x cebde
npencenarenss komuccun A.M. I'yukoBa ¢ ero OmmkaliMMU COpaTHUKAMU (BCETO
12 yenoBek), MpU KOTOPBIX MOXHO OBLJIO TOBOPHUTH OTKPOBEHHO, «HE OMacasch
OrJIAIICHUs] CKa3aHHOrO». BOEHHBI MUHUCTP W3JIOKWI CBOK Iporpammy,
HEJJOCTATKH BOEHHOT'O BEJIOMCTBA, OCHOBHBIE CTaThU PAcXO0B Ha HYK/bl apMuu. OH
NOpy4Yns JOBEpeHHbIM oduiepaM ['‘eHepanbHOro mrabda B3auMMOAEHCTBOBATH C
YJIeHaMH KOMHUCCHM 10 OOCYXIEHHIO pAa3JIMYHBIX BOCHHBIX BOIIPOCOB, HE
COCTAaBISIBIIMX TOCYyJapCTBEHHOU Taifuer . BO3HHK CBOEOOpa3HbI  KPYKOK,
coOMpaBIIUICS PETYISIPHO.

A.N. I'yukoB

4 [IpencraButensubie yupexaeHus Poccuiickoit umnepuu B 1906—-1917 rr. C. 76.
® Peouzep A.®. Uctopust moeit sxusum. T. 2. C. 216.
4 Peoueep A.®. Vctopus moeit xxuznu. T. 2. C. 188.
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A.W. I'yd4koB OTMEUYaJI BIIOCECTBUU:

Otu coOpaHus ype3BbIYaHO oOJeryaaum Ham JajbHEiyro padoTy U MpOBeIeHUE
3aKOHOB Ye€pe3 3aKOHOJATENIbHbIE YUpEXKAECHMs, T.K. JaBald HaM TaKylo
OCBEJIOMJICHHOCTh B JieJIe, KOTOpasi Obula Obl HEBO3MOXKHA B YCIIOBUSX PabOTHI
MHOTOJIFOIHOM KOMHUCCHM WJIM elle Oojiee MHOTOJIIOJHOTO 0OIIero coopaHus B
['ocynapcTBeHHOM nyme. B 3TOM e KpyKKe BO3HUK s 10OpbIX HauyMHaHUIM,
KOTOpble B (opMe 3aKOHOAATENbHBIX MPEANOIOKEHUH WM  IOXKEeJIaHUH
3HAYMTENLHO HPOABUHYIIH €710 00OPOHEI

biaronaps nanaxenHomy B3aumozaeiictsuto I [yma, mo cioBam A.®D. Penurepa,
«IIMPOKO IIUIA HABCTPEUYY BCEM HYXKJAM BOEHHOIO BEZOMCTBa» . Kommccus 1mo
roCyJapCTBEHHOW OOOpOHE TINATEIBHO H3ydaja MPEACTaBICHHUS BOECHHOIO
MUHUCTpa, YyOexaarach B HMX OOOCHOBAHHOCTH, NPHHUMANA IOJOKUTEIHLHOE
pelmeHne, 4YeM  IpeAoNpeneisuioch  npuHsATHE  J[yMOHM  COOTBETCTBYIOIIHX
3akoHONpoeKkTOB. A.W. I'yukoB HazpiBan A.D. Peaurepa ymHBIM, 3HaOIUM U
0JIarOPOJIHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, C KOTOPBIM Yy HEro CJIOXKWIUCH «CaMble JIPYKECKUE
oTHOIICHHsD . OLEHHBAas B MeMyapax CBOE COTPYIHHYECTBO C MAPIAMEHTOM,
Penurep momuepkuBan: «S cuutam M cuuTar, 4TOo B OTHOWIEHMH [[yMbl cTan B
IPAaBIJIBHOE MOJOKEHHE» °. DTa MO3UIMS BOCHHOIO MUHHUCTPA HAILIA MOIICPKKY B
cpelie BhICIIero o(uilepcTBa, paCCYMTHIBABIIETO YIYUIIUT MOJOKEHUE JIeTT B apMUU
C TMOMOIIBIO HAPOJHOrO TMPEICTABUTENBCTBA. TaK, BUIHBIA PYCCKHM BOCHHBIN
nesitenb, reHepan ot uHpantepun HO.H. Hanunos (B 1908-1909 rr. o0Gep-
KBapTupMerictep [ maBHoro ynpasienus ['eHepanbHOro mrada) oTMeyvalt:

be3 mpeyBenuueHus ckaxy, 4To Jymckas arMocdepa TOro BpeMeHH Oblia Ham
Oosnee OnarompusiTHa, YeM aTMOC(epa «COTJACUTENbHbIX» KOMHUCCUH U3
npeacTaButeneir MunuctepctBa GpuHaHcoB U ['0Cy1apCTBEHHOTO KOHTPOJIS, Yepes
KOTOpPBIE JTOJKHBI OBLTH MPOXOJUTh BCE 3aKOHOMPOEKTHI, CBSI3aHHBIE C OTIYCKOM

4
HOBBIX er):[I/ITOB 9.

Opnako Hwukonato Il u ero OkpyXeHHI0O HE HPABUIOCH CIUIIKOM TECHOE
COTPYJHUYECTBO BOEHHOr0 MUHHCTpA ¢ [ymoil. A.®@. Pequrep ormedan B Memyapax:

° IIporokounbr gonpocos I1.LH. Kpynenckoro, A.M. I'ydkoBa u ap. aun 1o Aeny o NpuYMHAX
HECBOEBPEMEHHOI'O0 M HEIOCTaTOYHOIO TMOIOJIHEHHs 3alacoB BOEHHOTO CHaOXeHus apmuu //
ocynapctBennsiii apxuB Poccuiickoit ®eneparuu (nanee — TAP®). @. 1467. On. 1. JI. 737. JI. 32.

46 Peoucep A.®. Uctopus moeit xxu3uu. T. 2. C. 188.

4 Anexcannp WBanoBuu [I'yukoB pacckasbiBaeT... MockBa: TOO Pepaknus xypHana
«Bormpocs! ucropun», 1993. C. 51.

48 Peoucep A.®. Uctopus moeit xxuznu. T. 2. C. 189.

49 Janunos FO.H. Ha mytn x xpymenuro: Odepku mocieaHero mepuoaa Poccuiickoit
monapxuu. Mocksa: XXI| Bek — Cornacue, 2000. C. 108.
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Mou xopomive oTHOIIEeHUs ¢ [J[ymMoli BCKOpe HaBJIEKIU Ha MEHS M10/103pEHUs, OYATO
s MLy €€ MOAACPKKU U YK€ HE SIBJISIOCH BIIOJHE HAJACKHBIM U IPEJAHHBIM CIIyTOU
rocyz[apﬂ!SO

HeynusurtenbHo, uto orctaBka A.D. Peaurepa okaszanach HamnpsMyro CBsi3aHa C
napjaamMeHTCKuM ckaHgaioMm. 23 deBpans 1909 r. AWM. I'yukoB mpousHec Ha
3acenanuu JlyMsl pedb, NOCBAIIEHHYIO MHOTOHAYaIM0 B BOEHHOM MUHHCTEPCTBE, B
KOTOPOU KPUTHUYECKHU BBICKA3AJICS O YETBIPEX KOMAHIYIOIIUX BOCHHBIMH OKPYTaMH B
TOM CMBICIIE, YTO OHM HE COOTBETCTBYIOT CBOEMY IMOJIOKEHUIO, HE TOMSTCS IS
BBITIOJTHEHHSI CITy’)KEOHBIX 00si3aHHOCTEH. [10 cyTH, 3TO OBLT TPSIMOIA BBITIAT B aapec
BEPXOBHOM BJIACTH, OTBEYaBIIEH 3a MOJOOPKY BBICHIETO KOMAHIHOTO COCTaBa.
[IpucyrcTBOBaBImIMiT Ha 3acemanun MUHHCTp ¢uHancoB B.H. Koxosmor xoren
OTBETUTh ['yukoBy, 4TOOBI «OTHenaTh ero», Ho Peaurep orBetun cam. BoeHHbIH
MUHHUCTP NpHU3HAT HATMYUE NPOOJIEM C KalpaMu:

npu BbIOOpe Ha JIOOYI0 BBICHIYIO JOJDKHOCTh TMPUXOJUTCS CUUTAThCS C
MMEIOIMMHUCS KaHAMJAaTaMHd Ha TaKyl JOKHOCTh. CyIIeCTBEHHOIO YIy4YIIEHHS
COCTaBa HAYAJIBCTBYIOUIMX JHUI MOXXHO JOCTUTHYTh JIHUIIb ITIOCTENIEHHO ... JJIA
YJIY4IICHUS. KOMaHIHOTO COCTaBa MEPBI YXKE NPUHATHI, U Mbl B 9TOM OTHOILIEHUH,
HECOMHEHHO, HICM BITEpen .

O4eBHUIHO, YTO MPaBbIE KPYTU KIAAJIU COBEpLIEHHO MHOTO oTBeTta. H.E. Mapkos
(MapkoB 2-0i1) pe3ko 3asBWJI, YTO CJIOBa BOGHHOTO MUHHUCTPA OCKOPOUTENBbHBI ISt
pycCKoOu apMI/II/ISZ. A.®. Penqurep OoTBETWJ Ha 3TOT BBINAJ CJIOBAMH O TOM, 4YTO
BOCHHOE MUHHUCTEPCTBO «HUKOMY OUKOB HE BTUPAET U HE 3asBJIIET, UTO KOMaHIHBIN
COCTAaB HaIlIEW apMHUM B HACTOSILIEE BPEMS SIBJISICTCS MICAIBHBIM; OHO HAJEETCSI ATOTO
ujeana JOCTUTHYTb, HO OHO JOCTHUraeT ero nocreneHHo». A.M. ['ydukoB BeICTynuI B
€ro MOJAJIEPKKY, OTMETUB, UYTO «OOJIBIIUM T'PEXOM CTaporo mopsigka Obuia OOsI3Hb
TOBOPUTH MPaBIy BEPXOBHOW BIACTH B IJla3a» W MPUBETCTBOBAJ MY>KECTBO BOEHHOIO
MHHHCTPA, IIPU3HABIIET0 HATNYHOCTh H3BECTHBIX HEIOCTATKOBY .

[Ipusznanue A.D. Peaurepom HEOOCTAaTKOB B MOATOTOBKE JEHCTBYIOIIETO
KOMaHJIHOTO COCTaBa BBI3BAJIO PE3KHUE HAIAJIKU MPABOM I€YaTH U HEAOBOJBCTBO B
apMuu. BoeHHOro MUHHMCTpa ymnpekaau B HApyUIEHWM NPUHLIHWIA MOHAPXHU3MA,

>0 Peoucep A.®. Uctopus moeit sxxu3uu. T. 2. C. 190.

> Peoucep A.®. Uctopus moeit xu3uu. T. 2. C. 278.

> Breictyninenne H.E. MapkoBa OBLIO HAcCTONBKO HEYBRXHUTEIBHBIM IO OTHOIICHHIO K
BOEHHOMY MHUHHCTPY, 4YTO TMocie 3acenanus mnpexacenarens Jymer H.A. XomsikoB crpocui y
A.®. Pequrepa, MOXKHO JIM TIOMECTUTh B CTEHOTPaMMy «BBIXOAKY MapkoBa». BoeHHBII MUHUCTD
OTBETHJI, YTO OH «BBIYEPKHET U3 CTEHOIPAMMBI TOJIHFKO UMEIOIIEe BUJI CITYKEOHBIX ceKpeToB» (CM.:
llonusanoe A.A. VI3 NHEBHUKOB M BOCIHOMHUHAHUM MO JOJDKHOCTH BOEHHOTO MHMHHCTPAa M €ro
nomotHuka. 1907—-1916 rr. Mocksa: Beiciuii BoeHHbIH penakironnbiii coset, 1924. T. 1. C. 61).

>3 Peoucep A.®. Uctopus moeit xu3nu. T. 2. C. 278.
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HEYBa)XEHUU K BBIOOPY I1apeM CBOMX TIE€HEPaJOB, HENPU3HAHUU LAPCKOI0
apropurera. «He mpukacaiiTech K apMHM, WM OHAa COMHET Bac», — BOCKJIHUIAia
acTpaxaHCKas IPaBOMOHApXUUecKas rasera «Pycckast mpaBmay .

AHanu3upys CBOIO MO3UIHIO, B MeMyapax A.D. Peaurep nucan, 4To oco3HaBal —
TaKkoil OTBET HE YJOBJIETBOPUT TOCYyAapsi M BBI30BET HETOJOBAHHUE BBICIIETO
KOMaHJTHOTO COCTaBa apMHUU, HO MHAYE MTOCTYIUTh HE MOT.

['yukoB ObLI mpaB, yKa3blBas C TPEBOrOM Ha OMACHOCTh, KOTOPOMl Ham TIpo3MUII
IIJIOXOM KOMaHJIHBIM cOCTaB apMuH. M3-3a HEro Mbl poOUrpany BOKHY ¢ SnoHueEH, 1
OH € MOI' IIOI'yOMTh Hally apMHUIO B HOBOH BoliHe. Bo Bce Bpems ympaBiieHUs
MuHucTepcTBOM s cam BeJl HamboJiee yHopHylo 00opbO0y MMEHHO IO BOMIpPOCY 00
OOHOBJIEHMH BEPXOB apMuHU. MeHs Majo MHTepecoBaj BOIpoc, uMeeT au Jlyma no
OyKBE 3aKOHA IIPaBO KacaThCsl ATOTO BOIPOCA, HO HPABCTBEHHOE MPABO €€ JJIsi MEHs
ObLJI0O BHE COMHEHMs, TaK KaK OHa BIOJHE MAaTPUOTHYHO IIJJa HABCTPEUY BCEM
HY’KJIlaM apMHH, HE JKajesl Ha 3TO CPeACTB... Sl mosToMy He Mor 3asBuTh [ywme...,
YTO BOMPOC 3TOT €€ HE KacaeTcs, U OHAa HE MMEET IpaBa 3aTparuBaTh €ro; oTBeYas
K€ Ha 9TOT BOIPOC T10 CYIIECTBY, 5 HE MOT TOBOPHTH HHYETO HHOTO, KaK MPaBIy .

HeynuButenbHO, 4TO Takas IO3MLMS BbI3Baja HEIOBOJIBCTBO HMMIIEpATOpa U
IIOCJIEZI0OBABIIYIO 33 3TUM OTCTABKY BOEHHOT'O MUHHCTpA.

OTcraBka npolia BHOJIHE yBaxureabHo — A.D. Penurep nmomyumn 3a ciayxOy
opreH Anekcanapa Hesckoro n HazHauenue B ['ocynapctBenssiii coBeT. C 1906 r.
OH €XEroJHO Ha3HayaJcsl K NPHUCYTCTBHIO B HEM, HO JOJDKHOCTH MHHHCTpPA HE
M03BOJIsJIa €My NMPUHUMATh YYacTUE€ B padoTe BEpXHEW MajaThl napiiaMmeHta. Jlumb
IIOCJIE OTCTaBKH Penurep cocpenoTOYMiICs Ha AESTENbHOCTH B 1'OCymapCTBEHHOM
coBere, rae ero 3anucanu B [IpaByro rpynmy. OgHako ero yMepeHHO-IHOEpaIbHbIe
B3IJISA/IbI SIBHO HE COOTBETCTBOBAIIM OOILIMM MOJAX0/1aM YJIEHOB 3TOM rpynisl. Peaurep
KOHCTaTUPOBAI:

51 He mpWHAANEKAT K TeM KpPalHUM TIPaBbIM, — KOTOPBIC YKeNalnd Obl MOBEPHYTH
UCTOPHIO BCIATH M ynpa3aHuTh [ymy; B ['ocymapcTBeHHOM coBeTe s, BEPOSITHO,
Oosee Bcero nojouien Obl K mpaBoMy HeHTpy (maptuu Heiinrapra), a B lyme — k
YMEPEHHBIM IIPABBIM HIIH HAHOHAIHCTAM .

> IIpaBie maptuu. 1905-1917. JlokymeHTsl M MaTepuaibl: B 2 T. / COCTaBHUTENb
1O.U. Kuppsnos. Mocka: POCCIIOH, 1998. T. 1. C. 446.

> Peoueep A.®. Victopus moeit xusznu. T. 2. C. 279.

% Peouzep A.®. Uctopus moeit sxu3nu. T. 2. C. 284.
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Ezopos A.H. BoeHHbIn muHucTp Poccuickon umnepun A.®. Peaurep —
MeXzy Criyx601 1 NOMUTUKOM Wccneposarus

B pesynbrate HepeakO BO3HMKAIM CUTyaluu, Korna Penurep rosocoBan He Tak,
KaK Ipasble. BrpoueMm, B 3TOM OTHOILIEHUM OH HE BBIACIBUICA — IPOTUBOPEUYUMN B
TPaBOi TPYIIIIE XBATANO, €€ WICHBI YACTO TOTOCOBAIIN TI0 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHIO® .

B I'ocynapcrBennom cosere A.®. Penurep Bxoaun B (PMHAHCOBYIO KOMUCCHUIO U
B JIpyrue KOMHUCCHHU, B OCHOBHOM CBSI3aHHBIE C OOOPOHOU M apMueid. SIpkoil posm B
JESITEIBHOCTH BEPXHEH NaaThl OH HE ChIrpall, 100pOCOBECTHO 3aHUMAsICh PYTUHHON
paboToii, OoTMe4YeHHON psAgoM Harpaj. DeBpaibckylo peBoitonuio Pegurep He
IPUHSL, COXPaHUB BEPHOCTHh TOMY CTPOIO, KOTOPOMY OKazaJics He HyKeH. [IpuunHsl
PEBOJIIOLIMM OH BHJEI B TOM, YTO aBTOPUTET CAMOJECP)KABUS B TEUEHHE psAla JIET
«CUCTEMATHYECKHU IMOJKANBIBAJICA CAMUM I'OCYJapeM» HEHMCKPEHHHM OTHOILIEHHEM K
«JJapOBAHHOM MM KOHCTUTYLIMM» U HEYAAauHbIM BBIOOPOM MHMHHUCTPOB. B mtore, mo
MHeHHI0 A.D. Peaurepa, «HeocTtopoxkHas noiutuka» Hwuxomas |l nmpusema k
MHUPOBOM BOWHE U peBOJIIOHI/II/ISS.

3akioueHue

OrcraBka A.®. Penurepa sBUNaCh CIEACTBHEM JIBYX B3aUMOCBSI3aHHBIX
00CTOSATENBCTB: CTPEMIIEHUEM BOCHHOI'O MUHUCTPA IIPOBECTU CEPbE3HBIE pePOPMBI B
apMUU MyTEM KOHCTPYKTUBHOTO JHAJIOra C 3aKOHOJATEIIbHOM BJIACTBHIO M MOIBITKOM
pElINTh KaJApOBbIE MPOOJEMbI IMyTEM YJAJI€HUS HEKBATUM(DUIIMPOBAHHBIX KaJIPOB.
[lepBoe 0OCTOSITENBCTBO BBI3BAIO IOAO3PEHUSI B IMOJIMTUYECKON HEIOSIIBHOCTU
BOEHHOT'O MHHHCTpA, JUIsl YEro HEe ObLJIO HUKAKUX OCHOBAHMI, BTOPOE — CTAaBUJIO MO/
COMHEHHE BCIO CJIOKHMBUIYIOCA KaJIpOBYIO MOJIUTHKY B TaKOM 3HAYUMOM ISl Laps
chepe kak ummneparopckass apmusi. OCHOBHOW KaJpOBBIA MNPUHIUIT TOCIETHETO
LAPCTBOBAHUS 3aKJIIOYaJICs B a0COJIOTHOM BEPHOCTHM MOHApXy, U3 YEro CJea0Balo,
YTO JFOOBIC TIOTMBITKH MPABUTEIHLCTBEHHOTO YMHOBHHKA PYKOBOJUTH Ha BBEPECHHOM
€My Y4YacTKe TaK, KaKk OH CUMTaJ HYXXHbIM B HMHTEpecax Jeljla, a He TakK, KaK 3TO
MOHMUMAJIOCh MOHApXoM, ObuM oOpedeHsl Ha mpoBai. [logoOHBIN mOAXO,
CTaBUBILUN MOJUTUYECKYIO JOIIBHOCTD BhIIIE€ TPO(PECCHOHATBHBIX KAaYeCTB, HE MOT
HE BbI3BAaTh KaJPOBOr0 KpHU3HCA.

[Tpumenmmi Ha cmeny A.D. Penurepy renepan B.A. CyXxOMIMHOB IPEKPACHO
MOHUMAaJ, 3a YTO YBOJWIM €ro MpeAlIeCTBEHHUKAa W CHENall COOTBETCTBYIOILIKE
BbIBOAbI. COTPYyIHHMYECTBO BOEHHOIO MHHHCTEpCTBA C JlyMOMl IOCTENEHHO
npekpaTuioch, CyxoMJIMHOB He coOupaicsi oO0CykJIaTh ¢ JAemyTaTaMd MpOOJeMbI
apMUU M TyTH HX PEIICHUS, B CBOUX JIYMCKUX BBICTYIJICHUSIX OH YBEpSJ, UTO
OTITyCKaeMbIX BOEHHOMY BEJIOMCTBY CPEJCTB BIIOJIHE IOCTATOYHO U UYTO apMUsl BCEM
cHaOXeHA B JOCTATOYHOM Mepe . JleImyTaThl, MOHMMABIINE, YTO B ApMHH HE BCE

S Conoeves K.A. 3akoHOmaTeNIbHAsT W UCIIOJHUTEILHAS BiIacTb B Poccun: MeXaHU3MEI
B3aumozeicTeus (1906 — 1914). C. 205.

%8 Peouzep A.®. Uctopus moeit sxu3nu. T. 2. C. 444.

> IMonpobuee cm.: HUlayurno K.@. Ot Iloprecmyrckoro mupa k IlepBoii MupoBoii BoiiHe.
I'enepansl n momutrka. Mocksa: POCCITOH, 2000. C. 309-317.
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Mexay Cnyx60¥ n NONNUTUKON

XOpoIlo, ObUIM YAUBIEHbI TaKUM TOJXOJIOM, IIEAIIMM Bpa3pe3 ¢ MO3UlUen
Penurepa®. HeymuBHTEIbHO, YTO TOBAPHIL MPEACEHATENS TyMCKON KOMHCCHH IO
rocyaapctBeHHoil oOopoHe H.B. Casuu onenmn CyxoMiaumHOBa Kak YeJOBEKa
«HUYTOXKHOTO M OMAcHOTO JJii OOOpPOHBI TOCYAApCTBa», KOTOPBIA «OTHOCHIICA
6e3pasIMYHO K MOTHHHOMY Pa3BHTHIO BOGHHOH CHib»’ . Jlake eclIM MpH3HATH
TaKyl0 OILICHKY CJIMIIKOM CYOBEKTUBHOMW, HEb3sl HE OTMETHUTh, UTO OTKA3 BOCHHOIO
MUHHCTpAa OT COTpyAHMYecTBa ¢ JlyMOH HE MOI CHOCOOCTBOBATh YIYUIIEHHUIO
MIOJIOKEHUSA 1€ B apMuM HakaHnyHe [lepBoil MUpOBOM BOMHBI.

B.A. CyxomiMHOB He coOupajcsi pemaTtb W KaJpoBble MPOOJIEMbI APMUHU.
Odunep I'maBHOTO YympamieHuss ['eHepanpbHOTO ImTada, TO3JHEE COBETCKUU
BocHaualbHUK, A.A. CaMOIJIO B CBOMX BOCIIOMHUHAHHUSX MUCAJ, YTO B 3TOM BOIIPOCE
HOBBIA BOEHHBIH MUHHCTP PYKOBOJCTBOBAJICS «HE CTOJBKO JEJIOBBIMH, CKOJIBKO
JIMIUIOMATHYCCKAMA COOOP@KCHUSMH, CBETCKHMH CBSI3IMH M 3HAKOMCTBAME» .
PaGoOThl MCTOPUKOB TOIHOCTHIO MOATBEPYKIAIOT TAHHBIC BHIBOAB MeMyapHcTa®. B
pe3yibTare, KaKk KOHCTAaTUPYET COBPEMEHHBIM HCCIEIOBaTEllb, K Hadaly
deBpanbCKoil PEBOJIOLINHT Ha0JI0/1a1ach «OropoKpaTuyecKast HEMOIIb
pykoBoautTened BoeHHoro muHHCTEpCTBA, KOMaHuoBaHus — I[leTporpanackoro
BOGHHOTO OKpyra M MECTHBIX YHHOBHUKOB», YTO OBUIO TPSIMBIM CJIEJCTBUEM
«BBIJIBJKEHHSI O€CLIBETHBIX MCIOJHUTEIEH M KaphbepHOro pocTa HEYMEIbIX
pyTHHEPOBY .

A.®. Penurep npekpacHo moHuMas KajapoBblie MpoOaemMbl Poccuiickoih uMnepuu.
B yactHom nuceme B aBrycte 1906 r. oH KOHCTaTUPOBAJL:

[IpaBUTENBECTBO, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MPUOCTAHOBUTH MyTAHUILY, TPOUCXOISITYIO
BO BCEX Jenax, eme Ooiee ee ycyryosser OECTOIKOBBIMH Ha3HAYCHUSIMHU.
BonpmmHCTBO HOBBIX JIIOZIEH TIO BCEM BEJAOMCTBAM HaOUpaeTcs JOHENb3s
HeygayHo. M Hama BOeHHas cpexa OT JTOro crpagaer... Mbl HaeM K
MOJIOKUTEIBHOMY Kpaxy Bcero Pycckoro llapcrBa. YuBUTENBHO, KaK rocynapb
CJIeN U JOBEPUYMB K TOMY HEOOJBIIOMY KPYXKKY CBOUX MPUOIUKEHHBIX, KOTOPHIC
€ro OMyTaJIM U JIep’KaT B CBOMX pyKaX. A UKCIIO HEJOBOJIbHBIX BCE PACTET U PACTET,
JaKe B KPyrax caMbIX CEpbE3HBIX U OJaroHaMEepeHHBIX. YK KaKOW s MaTpuoT, a u
TO BOpPYY, U HUKTO HE CKAXKET, 4TO HanpaCH065.

% Kak nonuepkuBan A.®. Penurep, npu Hem |l I'ocynapcTBenHas nyma crana «OTHOCUTBCS C
nosepueM Kk Boennomy MunuctepctBy» (Peducep A.@. Vctopus moeit xuszuu. T. 2. C. 294).

%! Casuy H.B. BocroMuHaHHsL. Canxkr-IlerepOypr: Logos; Hdroccensnopd: 'omy0oii BcagHUK,
1993. C. 91.

%2 Camoiino A.A. JIBe xu3nn. Mocksa: Boenuzaar, 1958. C. 77.

% Cm.: Beii E.B. I'enepan B.A. CyxoMinHOB. BoeHHBII MUHHUCTp 310XH Benukoil BOMHBIL
Mocksa: Llentpnonurpad, 2021.

o4 Anexcanopos K.A. Haxkanyne ®epans: Pycckas Mmneparopckas apmusi u BepxoBHoe
komangoBanue 3umoit 1917 roga. Mocksa: CoapyxectBo «Ilocesy, 2022. C. 151.

6 IIpencraBurenbuble yupexaenus Poccuiickoit umnepun B 1906—-1917 rr. C. 45.
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Introduction

On the eve of the February Revolution, the supreme authority represented by the
emperor and his inner circle gradually alienated from the bureaucracy and the
generals who were their most important supporters, which contributed to the political
crisis escalation and the rapid fall of the monarchy. According to V. Shulgin, an
observant person, during the days of the Revolution in Petrograd

it was impossible to find several hundred people who would sympathize with the
authorities. . . In essence, there was no single minister who would believe in himself
and in what he was doing. . . The class of former rulers was coming to naught.*

This issue (conditionally it can be designated as a personnel crisis?) has been
repeatedly studied in historiography, but both Russian and foreign historians mainly
considered it with regard to 1915-17, the last period of the existence of the Russian
Empire. A kind of a starting point for the personnel crisis was the fact that Nicholas 11
assumed the post of Supreme Commander-in-Chief in August 1915. This led to the
weakening of the monarch’s control over the supreme bureaucracy as well as to the
growing influence on the government of the country of the Empress and the so-called
“dark forces” or “camarilla,” which included Grigori Rasputin, his entourage, and
other similar figures.®> The degree of influence of the “dark forces” on the domestic
policy of Nicholas Il is a subject of heated debates in historiography, but no one

L V.V. Shul'gin, Days. 1920: Notes [in Russian] (Moscow: Sovremennik, 1989), 173.

2 A.Ya. Avrekh described this problem as “self-isolation of the dynasty from its most devoted
supporters,” believing that this self-isolation “resulted from the failure of all systems and
mechanisms of self-control, correlation, and orientation of the government machine”
(A.Ya. Avrekh, Tsarism on the eve of the overthrow [in Russian] (Moscow: Nauka, 1989), 245).
Basically agreeing with this assessment, | would like to note that following the spirit of Soviet
historiography, Avrekh proceeded from a rigidly determined Marxist approach, according to which
the main role was played by the political system preconditioned by socio-economic basis rather than
an individual. Within this approach, the “human factor” faded into the background — it was replaced
by strict laws of historical development.

3See LV. Lukoyanov, “Camarilla” [in Russian], in The First World War and the end of the
Russian Empire, vol. 1, Political history, ed. 1.V. Lukoyanov (St Petersburg: Liki Rossii, 2014),
629-87.
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doubts the thesis about the fatal influence of a large number of personnel
appointments on the fall of the monarchy.

In my opinion, the personnel crisis began not in 1915 but much earlier and it
should be associated with the general principles for selection and appointment of
officials to the highest positions during the reign of Nicholas Il rather than with
Grigori Rasputin and the camarilla. To understand the personnel policy of the last
reign, it is necessary to consider the activities of certain representatives of the highest
officials and the reasons for their appointments and resignations. In this article,
personnel policy is considered on the example of certain aspects of the administrative
and political activities of Alexander Roediger (also spelt Rlédiger) who served as
Minister of War of the Russian Empire from 1905 to 1909.* His work as Minister for
the Development of the Russian Army is not considered: this is the topic of a separate
military historical study.’

Main body

The biography of General of Infantry Alexander Roediger is not quite typical for
a military leader: he did not become famous in military campaigns, although he
participated in the Russian-Turkish war of 1877-78, did not command large
formations, and did not have great authority in the army.® Actually, field duty took a

* Scientific biography of Alexander Roediger has not been written yet; there is only a series of
articles devoted to him. See T.V. Zaikina, “A.F. Roediger as a statesman and military leader.
Sources and historiography of the problem (a brief scholarly survey)” [in Russian], lzvestiya
Samarskogo nauchnogo tsentra Rossiiskoi akademii nauk, vol. 20, no. 3 (2) (2018): 407-12;
T.V. Zaikina, “The role of Minister of War A. Roediger in military reforms through the prism of his
relations with the Russian state officials, political and public figures” [in Russian], lzvestiya
Samarskogo nauchnogo tsentra Rossiiskoi akademii nauk, vol. 20, no. 3 (2018): 62-66;
T.V. Zaikina, “The formation of A.F. Roediger as a prominent military professional” [in Russian],
Izvestiya Samarskogo nauchnogo tsentra Rossiiskoi akademii nauk, vol. 19, no. 3 (2) (2017):
273-79.

5 On the general problems of the development of the Russian army in the early 20" century, see
L.G. Beskrovnyi, Russian army and navy in the early 20™ century. Essays on the war-economy
potential [in Russian] (Moscow: Nauka, 1986); Bruce W. Menning, Bayonets before bullets: the
Imperial Russian Army, 1861-1914 [in Russian], trans. N. Edelman, ed. O. Airapetov (Moscow:
Modest Kolerov, 2015); V.N. Suryaev, Russian imperial army on the eve and during the Great War
[in Russian] (Moscow: Russkaya panorama, Russkoe istoricheskoe obshchestvo, 2015).

® A. Roediger recalled that at some meetings of the Council for State Defense, military generals
looked at him “as a civilian who did not know the spirit of the troops and the requirements of
military service, who was appointed to the post of the Minister of War by a sad misunderstanding,
whom they tried to teach and steer on the right track” (A.F. Roediger, The story of my life. Memoirs
of Minister of War [in Russian], 2 vols., vol. 1 (Moscow: Kanon-Press-Ts, Kuchkovo pole, 1999),
466.
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little more than 11 years in his military career.” His advance in office much more
resembled a career of an administrative official as well as a scientist and teacher.
According to the prominent statesman V. Gurko, Roediger — Professor of the
Academy of the General Staff from 1884, author of many works on military
administration, staffing and organization of the army — produced the impression of “a
conscientious professor of the German make rather than a military man.”® According
to Sergei Witte, Roediger

represented the type of a very smart, capable, strong-willed, and energetic military
general, although more of an armchair type than a combat one.’

A. Roediger

A similar characteristic was given to Roediger by the Moscow governor,
Lieutenant General Vladimir Dzhunkovskii:

a very reasonable and efficient person, with good knowledge of the matter, a desk
man, not a combatant, but of great capacity for work, not embarrassed to tell the
truth.°

" See “Extract from the record of service of a highest member of the State Council, Honored
Professor, Honorary Member of the Imperial Military Academy and Honorary Member of the
Conference of the same Academy,” in Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 483-99.

8 V.I. Gurko, Features and silhouettes of the past: The government and the public during the
reign of Nicholas Il portrayed by a contemporary [in Russian] (Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe
obozrenie, 2000), 478.

¥S.Yu. Witte, Memoirs [in Russian], 3 vols., vol. 3, ed. A.L. Sidorov (Moscow: Izdatel'stvo
sotsial'no-ekonomicheskoi literatury, 1960), 496.
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V. Lopukhin, a representative of the supreme administrative elite, described the
Minister of War as a typical military bureaucrat,™* which is not surprising: from 1884
to 1905, Roediger worked in the office of the Ministry of War.

At first glance, it looks illogical that in July 1905, in the context of the ongoing
Russo-Japanese War, an administrator and scientist and not a combat general was
appointed to the post of the Minister of War. For comparison, from 1898, the post of
the Minister of War was held by A. Kuropatkin, a true combat general, who was
appointed Commander-in-Chief of all armed forces operating against Japan after the
outbreak of the war. But here it is necessary to take into account the army
management system at that moment. The Minister of War was not in charge of
military operations directly; management of the army during the war was
decentralized between three establishments: the Council for State Defense headed by
Grand Duke Nikolas Nikolaevich of Russian (formally, the highest body of military
authorities); the General Staff, which was removed from the subordination of the
Minister of War; and the Ministry of War itself. In such a situation, the Minister of
War was mainly in charge of resolving administrative and economic issues, or, as
A. Roediger himself put it, “the entire economic side.”**

The personnel problem in the army was one of the main problems that
A. Roediger faced. A. Kuropatkin described it as follows:

People of strong character, independent people, unfortunately, were not promoted
but persecuted; in peacetime, they seemed restless to many commanding officers.
As a result, such people often left the service. On the contrary, characterless people,
those without convictions, but complaisant and always ready to agree with the
opinion of their commanding officers in everything, were moved forward.*®

It was not easy to solve the personnel problem. Only the institutions subordinate
to the Minister of War were completely under his authority, while the troops were
under the command of the military district chief commanders appointed by the tsar,
as a rule, from among influential persons close to him, including the grand dukes.
Formally, the military district chief commanders were subordinate to the Minister of
War, but in reality, everything depended, according to Roediger, on the “specific

V.F. Dzhunkovskii, Memoirs [in Russian], 2 vols., vol. 1, ed. A.L. Panina (Moscow:
Izdatel'stvo imeni Sabashnikovykh, 1997), 61.

1'\/.B. Lopukhin, Notes of the former head of the department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
[in Russian], ed. S.V. Kulikov (St Petersburg: Nestor-Istoriya, 2008), 144.

12 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 429.

13 Cited in A.l. Denikin, The Career of a tsarist officer [in Russian] (Moscow: Sovremennik,
1991), 188.
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weight of certain individuals.”** Indeed, how could the Minister of War influence, for
example, the commander of the Moscow Military District Grand Duke Sergei
Alexandrovich of Russia? Roediger cited a characteristic story in his memoirs:
Commander of the StPetersburg Military District Grand Duke Vladimir
Alexandrovich of Russia did not allow into his district the auditor, General Boronok
sent by Minister of War P. Vannovskii. Despite his considerable influence at court,
the latter could not do anything about it."> Roediger’s predecessor, Minister of War
V. Sakharov did not even try to solve this problem, which became even more
aggravated during the years of the Russo-Japanese War.
As a result, according to Roediger,

The situation was obviously not only abnormal but simply intolerable. The army
without a single command, with highest officers who were arrogant to the point of
direct disobedience, was some kind of degenerate! Not only did the troop
commanders felt like satraps and depending on their personality, more or less
obeyed the instructions of the central authority, but the corps commanders also
presented themselves as high rankers. .. The consciousness of their independence
and permissiveness often brought senior officers to tyranny or humiliating the
juniors. . .*°

On become a minister, Roediger understood that by starting a purge of the
generals, he would make a lot of enemies for himself. However, he cautiously
pursued his own line, based on a simple principle:

| had to stand firmly on the basis of the law and the demands of the case myself, not
allowing any nepotism'’ on my part.*®

In 1906, Alexander Roediger managed to push through the establishment of the
Higher Attestation Commission, which was supposed to evaluate the suitability of
senior officers for high command positions. It is obvious that only the failures in the
Russo-Japanese War forced Nicholas 1l to agree with the need for a personnel purge
in the army. The activities of the commission caused opposition in the higher spheres
and, as a result, extremely hostile relations between Roediger and many

% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 427.

> Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 427.

1% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 428.

71t should be noted that historians hardly ever use the term “nepotism” with regard to Russia
of the early 20" century because at that time family and personal relations in personnel
appointments gave way to considerations of political loyalty to the ruling dynasty, especially after
the 1905 October Manifesto.

'8 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 431.

Historia Provinciae - the Journal of Regional History. 2022. Vol. 6, no. 3

ISSN 2587-8344 (online) 915



Egorov, A.N. Minister of War of the Russian Empire A.F. Roediger:

Research : e
Between service and politics

representatives of the highest administration. However, in 1906-08, the commission
retired 4 307 officers, including 337 generals, 711 colonels, and 1 206 lieutenant
colonels.® Army humor referred to this purge as the Massacre of the Innocents.?
However, the purge practically did not affect the highest circles of the Russian army:
Roediger was powerless to do anything about that. In private conversations with
representatives of the Third State Duma State Defense Commission, he repeatedly
discussed the personnel problems in the army, admitted that the Higher Command
was “very unsatisfactory,” and pointed out that “he often had to deal with very strong
influences in this matter that he did not always manage to eliminate.”*

Occupying a high position in government, Roediger could not be engaged in
official duties only — from 1905, politics was actively entering in the sphere of
activities of any minister. Nicholas Il believed that the army should be outside
politics. Therefore, according to the new edition of the Fundamental Laws of the
Russian Empire approved by him, the Minister of War did not even report to the
Prime Minister. Nevertheless, Roediger could not completely distance himself from
politics — it was extremely problematic to solve numerous problems of the army
development without the support of certain political forces. With the establishment of
the State Duma, a platform for interaction between the executive and legislative
authorities appeared.?> The ideas of reforming the country on the basis of an
agreement with the people’s representation were not alien to some representatives of
the highest administration including Roediger.

In the summer of 1905, plans for the introduction of the State Duma were widely
discussed in the ruling circles and the Minister of War was also involved in the
discussion. An important question was considered whether the army — the officer
corps in the first place — should take part in the elections to the Duma. Some
representatives of the Higher Command considered their participation reasonable,
relying on the conservative monarchist views of the officers. Roediger’s view on this
issue was different:

The troops must be alien to any politics and stay out of political agitation.?®

He pointed out the danger of officers being drawn into the political struggle for
the sake of obtaining their comparatively small number of votes. During the

19 Menning, Bayonets before bullets, 340.

2% Denikin, The Career of a tsarist officer, 189.

LEP. Bennigsen, Notes (1875-1917) [in Russian] (Moscow: lzdatel'stvo imeni
Sabashnikovykh, 2018), 384.

22 See K.A. Solov'ev, Legislative and executive power in Russia: mechanisms of interaction
(1906-1914) [in Russian] (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2011).

2% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 442.
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discussion at the meetings of the Military Council, the point of view of the Minister
of War received unanimous support and was implemented (in full agreement with the
opinion of Nicholas I1) in the development of the law on elections to the Duma.

Considering it unacceptable for an officer to engage in politics, Roediger applied
this requirement to himself as a minister. He never went public about his political
views and allowed himself to state them only in his memoirs. Being a monarchist by
conviction, he nonetheless believed that the autocracy (as it did under Alexander I1)
should initiate the reforms “required by life” and aimed at the gradual expansion of
the “initiatives of society.” Roediger had no doubt that Russia eventually had to turn
into a constitutional state:

The autocrat should feel like a servant of the state and putting aside all his personal
interests and sympathies, put the interests of Russia above everything... The
sovereign did not satisfy all these requirements, and | realized that in view of this,
the restriction of his power was necessary.”*

It should not be assumed that Roediger’s moderately liberal views were a rare
exception in the military environment. A number of senior officers, usually those
who received a good academic training, shared similar ideas. For instance,
A. Denikin noted in his memoirs:

My political outlook was formed during my academic years. . . | accepted Russian
liberalism in its ideological essence, without any party dogmatism. In broad
generalization, this acceptance led me to three theses: (1) constitutional monarchy,
(2) radical reforms and (3) peaceful ways of renewing the country. | carried this
worldview inviolably until the Revolution of 1917, without taking an active part in
politics but devoting all my strength and labor to the army.®

Of course, Roediger’s distancing from politics in the conditions of revolutionary
upheavals of 1905-07 led to certain problems. In a letter after the Manifesto of
October 17, 1905, he wrote:

The position of the first Minister of War under the new regime is difficult: I must
stay out of politics and I am still a member of the Cabinet. | do not know anything
about internal affairs and | do not want to know them. | hardly ever attend the
Council of Ministers — and the Council has no complaints about this to me.?

2 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 284.

2> Denikin, The Career of a tsarist officer, 72.

6\/.V. Shelokhaev, ed., Representative institutions of the Russian Empire in 1906-1917:
Materials of perlustration by the Police Department [in Russian] (Moscow: Politicheskaya
entsiklopediya, 2014), 47.
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However, it was impossible to stay out of politics completely. As Minister of
War, Roediger took part in the Tsarskoye Selo meetings on the development of the
Fundamental Laws of the Russian Empire. When it came to Article 14 dedicated to
the army and navy, Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich proposed to remove all issues
related to national defense from the jurisdiction of the State Duma. While agreeing
that not all military issues needed to be passed through the parliament, Roediger
nevertheless considered it necessary to reserve a certain degree of influence in this
sphere for the Duma. He emphasized:

Such an issue as organization of the state militia undoubtedly relates to state
defense; meanwhile, it can be authorized only by legislative procedure.?’

Obviously, in making such proposals, Roediger proceeded from his political
views, although he did not go public about them.

Roediger welcomed the emergence of the parliament as a political institution and
intended to closely cooperate with it within his ministerial powers. He considered the
provision of August 6, 1905 on the introduction of the advisory legislative State
Duma belated:

Had it been published a year or two earlier, it would have brought calm to the
country and could have expanded and improved gradually; now it satisfies no one.?

Roediger wrote about the opening of the First State Duma, “A great event has
happened. The change in the political system of Russia has become an accomplished
fact.”?

The Minister of War had never attended the First State Duma, which is not
surprising, given the short period of its work. On May 6, 1906, the birthday of
Nicholas 11, at a reception in Peterhof, A. Roediger said to S. Muromtsev, “I stay out
of politics and wish only one thing — to do my job.”*® This position was fully
understood by the Chairman of the First State Duma. During the working days of the
parliament, deputies repeatedly addressed the Minister of War with various petitions,
mainly for commutation of sentences and the abolition of the death penalty. True to
his principle of staying out of politics, Roediger invariably replied that all matters
outside the Military Department were not within his competence. He gave the same

2" “Minutes of the Tsarskoye Selo meetings (1905-1906)” [in Russian], in A.V. Gogolevskii,
comp., Russian constitutionalism: From autocracy to constitutional parliamentary monarchy:
Collected documents (Moscow: Gardariki, 2001), 134.

28 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 1, 443.

2% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 49.

%0 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 50.
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answer to right-wing politicians who suggested that he make an appeal in support of
the monarchical government and the tsar.**

A logical consequence of this position was unacceptance by Roediger of using the
army to suppress the revolution. The Minister of War wrote indignantly that the army
was viewed “as if it were the police, as if it had no other tasks than to restore and
maintain order in the country!”* Indeed, the scope of the involvement of the army in
the suppression of the revolution is impressive. In 1905, 213 companies, 1 hunting
team, 66 squadrons and Cossack squadrons, 12 escorts and 1 local team, and
1 466 soldiers in separate teams were assigned for these purposes; in 1906,
15 298 companies, 3 666 squadrons and Cossack squadrons, 15 training teams,
10 escort teams, 5 hunting and 10 local teams, 83 855 soldiers in separate team. In
1907, troops were sent to assist the civil authorities 9 771 times.* It is clear that in
such conditions the army could not normally engage in combat training, which was
what displeased the Minister of War. Roediger proposed to reduce the size of the
army and to form instead “guards from the lower ranks of obligatory service on the
pattern of the already existing gendarmerie divisions.” By this measure, he hoped “to
save the army from decay” by relieving it from the duties that were unusual for it.**
The authorities liked the proposal; it was handed over to the Ministry of Internal
Affairs for further development, where it was “buried” over time: the police
leadership found it to be easier and more convenient to involve the army to suppress
unrest than to create their own paramilitary forces. One can only guess how the
events would have unfolded if instead of regular military units, professional units of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs had gone to the streets of Petrograd to suppress street
protests in the February days of 1917.

In addition, A. Roediger opposed quick promotion of gendarmes and police
officers to the military ranks for the suppression of revolutionary uprisings practiced
by Stolypin, seeing this as an infringement on military officers. This position caused
deterioration in his relationship with the Prime Minister.

Roediger also did not accept field courts-martial. He emphasized that strong and
strict power was needed to suppress revolutionary terror, but

First of all, any power must respect the law and act openly and honestly, taking full
responsibility for its actions.®

3L ALA. Kireev, The diary. 1905-1910 [in Russian], comp. K.A. Solov'ev (Moscow: ROSSPEN,
2010), 111.

%2 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 81.

%3 K.F. Shatsillo, Russia before the First World War (Armed forces of tsarism in 1905-1914)
[in Russian] (Moscow: Nauka, 1974), 15.

% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 85.

% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 81.
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When in August 1906 he was instructed to extend the Regulations on Field
Courts-Martial to the army, he managed to add an important stipulation: these courts
could be introduced in the troops in wartime only.

Roediger did not like Stolypin making the Military Department responsible for
the activities of field courts-martial. On April 30, 1907, the Minister of War was
invited to the State Duma to answer an enquiry about the illegal actions of one of
these courts. Roediger recalled:

The task was unrewarding, since no arguments can turn an illegal action into a legal
one, and in response they told me plenty of sour words.*

Roediger attended the sessions of the Second State Duma four times. One of his
speeches ended with the so-called Zurabov Incident. On April 16, 1907, the draft law
of the Ministry of War on the size of the contingent of recruits for the 1907
conscription was discussed. Deputy A. Zurabov criticized the project on behalf of the
Social Democrats. In his speech he stated that that the Russian army could not
adequately defend its country but only performed police functions:

Our army in an autocratic state will never be adapted, no matter how much you say
from these benches for the purposes of external defense that such an army will fight
superbly with us, and you, gentlemen, will be dispersed, and it will always suffer
defeats in the East. . .

At this point he was interrupted and denied his right to speak. The fact that
Zurabov was an Armenian by nationality and spoke with a Caucasian accent made
the situation particularly acute. A scandal erupted; Roediger left the meeting room in
an emphatic manner together with other ministers.

During the break, a telephone conversation took place between Chairman of the
Second Duma F. Golovin, and P. Stolypin. The Prime Minister said that Nicholas 1l
considered the army and himself insulted and demanded that Zurabov be banned
from the meetings. Golovin held a conference on this issue with the representatives of
the factions and found out that the majority of the deputies refused to support
Zurabov’s expulsion. The meeting was resumed in the evening. In order to get out of
a difficult situation somehow, the Chairman of the Duma announced that Zurabov’s
speech was offensive to the army, and therefore, with his power, he denied the
speaker the right to speak, and then, unexpectedly, he invited the Duma to approve

% Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 153.
3" P.A. Pozhigailo, ed., P.A. Stolypin: Correspondence [in Russian] (Moscow: ROSSPEN
2004), 33,
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his decision. The Socialists and some members of the Labor Party protested, but the
majority of the deputies voted in favor of Golovin’s proposal, thereby dissociating
themselves from the position of the Social Democratic faction.®

F. Golovin

A. Zurabov’s speech was perceived by the right-wingers as an insult to the army
and served as the basis for initiating the issue of dissolution of the Duma. Nicholas Il
believed that to deny Zurabov the right to speak and reprimand him were too mild
response measures to such an act. In historiography, it is traditionally believed that
the main role in the preservation of the Duma in that situation was played by
P. Stolypin. Like the majority of the government members, he was actually against
the dissolution.*® However, both Golovin’s memoirs and Stolypin’s correspondence
show that Roediger played an essential role in that situation.

On the evening of April 16, 1907, Stolypin advised Golovin to contact Roediger
with apologies for what had happened.®® At 8 a.m. on April 17, Golovin visited the
Minister of War, who was supposed to see the Tsar at 9 a.m., and explained the
position of the Duma on Zurabov’s words. The Chairman of the Duma said that
Zurabov did not intend to offend the army but it was only a bad choice of words on
his part. Roediger told Golovin that he “considered the incident closed by decision of
the Duma and my attitude to the matter.” The Chairman of the Duma left the Minister

% A. Zurabov’s speech was not impromptu. It was discussed in advance in the Social
Democratic faction. See P.Yu. Savel'ev, ed., Social democratic factions of the First and the Second
State Dumas: Minutes of factional meetings and materials. 1906-1907 [in Russian] (Moscow:
ROSSPEN, 2020), 526-28.

%P A. Pozhigailo, ed., P.A. Stolypin through the eyes of his contemporaries [in Russian]
(Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2008), 105-06.

*% Pozhigailo, P.A. Stolypin: Correspondence, 32.
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of War “calm about the fate of the Duma, quite confident that the report to the Tsar
would be favorable for the Duma,”* and he was not mistaken in that. It should be
noted that after a visit to Nicholas IlI, Roediger made a stop at the place of the
Chairman of the Duma and brought him a carte de visite. In his letter to
S. Muromtsev, A. Lopukhin, the former director of the Police Department, wrote that
Roediger “remained very pleased” with his visit to Golovin.*?

The composition of the Third State Duma was much more suitable for
cooperation with the authorities than the first two dumas. However, certain
difficulties arose. A. Roediger recalled:

The situation of a minister in the Duma was extremely difficult: he was a stranger to
the Duma, and it was difficult for him to convince it of anything if a Duma
commission or at least a few of its members who enjoyed the Duma’s confidence
spoke out against it.*?

In such a situation, cooperation with the Duma State Defense Commission was a
single option for the Minister of War. Shortly after the opening of the Third Duma on
December 8, 1907, Roediger invited Chairman of the Commission A. Guchkov and
his closest associates (12 persons in total) in front of whom it was possible to speak
frankly, “without fear of announcing what was said.” The Minister of War outlined
his program, the shortcomings of the Military Department, and the main items of
expenditure for the needs of the army. He instructed the trusted officers of the
General Staff to interact with the members of the Commission in order to discuss
various military affairs that were not state secrets.** So, a circle emerged that met
regularly.

*L F.A. Golovin, Memoirs. 1870-1918 [in Russian] (Moscow: Novyi khronograf, 2020), 460.
*2 Shelokhaev, Representative institutions of the Russian Empire, 76.

3 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 216.

* Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 188.
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A. Guchkov

Later, Guchkov wrote:

These meetings greatly facilitated our further work and putting laws through
legislative institutions because they provided us with such awareness of the matter
that would have been impossible under the conditions of the work of a crowded
commission or an even more crowded general meeting in the State Duma. In that
same circle, a number of good initiatives emerged, which significantly advanced the
cause of defense in the form of legislative proposals or wishes.*

Thanks to the well-established interaction, the Third Duma, according to
Alexander Roediger, “met all the needs of the Military Department.”*® The State
Defense Commission carefully studied the proposals submitted by the Minister of
War, made sure of their validity, and made a positive decision, which predetermined
the adoption of the corresponding draft laws by the Duma. A. Guchkov called
A. Roediger an intelligent, knowledgeable, and noble person, with whom he
developed “most friendly relations.”*’ Assessing his cooperation with the parliament
In his memoirs, Roediger emphasized, “I believed and still believe that regarding the

* Protokoly doprosov P.N. Krupenskogo, A.l. Guchkova i dr. lits po delu o prichinakh
nesvoevremennogo i nedostatochnogo popolneniya zapasov voennogo snabzheniya armii
[Transcripts of interrogation of P.N. Krupensky, A.l. Guchkov and other persons in the case of the
causes of untimely and insufficient replenishment of military supplies for the army]. F. 1467, op. 1,
d. 737, I. 32. Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii [State Archive of Russian Federation]
(GARF), Moscow, Russia.

*® Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 188.

* Alexander I. Guchkov tells us... [in Russian] (Moscow: TOO Redaktsiya zhurnala “Voprosy
istorii”, 1993), 51.
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Duma, I took the right position.”*® This position of the Minister of War found support
among the senior officers who hoped to improve the state of affairs in the army with
the help of people’s representation. For instance, General of Infantry Yu. Danilov, a
prominent Russian military leader (Quartermaster general of the Main Directorate of
the General Staff in 1908—1909) noted:

| can say without exaggeration that the Duma atmosphere of that time was more
favorable to us than the atmosphere of the “conciliation” commissions that included
representatives of the Ministry of Finance and State Control, which had to consider
all draft laws regarding the release of new loans.*

However, Nicholas Il and his entourage did not like close cooperation between
the Minister of War and the Duma. A. Roediger noted in his memoirs:

My good relations with the Duma soon drew suspicion upon me that | was seeking
its support and was no longer a completely reliable and devoted servant of the
sovereign!*

It is not surprising that Roediger’s resignation was directly connected with a
parliamentary scandal. At the meeting of the Duma on February 23, 1909,
A. Guchkov made a speech on multiple authority in the Ministry of War, in which he
criticized four military district commanders implying that they did not correspond to
their positions and were not suitable for the performance of official duties. In fact, it
was a direct attack on the supreme authority, which was responsible for the selection
of senior officers. Minister of Finance V. Kokovtsov wanted to retort Guchkov in
order to “beat him up,” but Roediger answered himself. The Minister of War
acknowledged the existence of personnel problems:

When choosing a candidate for any higher position, one has to consider the
candidates available. A significant improvement in the composition of commanding
officers can be achieved only gradually. .. measures have already been taken to
improve the command personnel, and we are undoubtedly moving forward in this
respect.”

8 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 189.

*9Yu.N. Danilov, On the way to collapse: Essays on the last period of the Russian monarchy
[in Russian] (Moscow: XXI vek — Soglasie, 2000), 108.

*0 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 190.

> Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 278.
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It is obvious that epy right-wing circles were expecting a completely different
answer. Nikolai Markov (Markov I1) sharply stated that the words of the Minister of
War were offensive to the Russian army.*” Roediger responded that the Ministry of
War “did not dust anyone’s eyes and did not declare that the command personnel of
the army were ideal at the moment; it hopes to achieve this ideal, but it reaches it
gradually.” Guchkov supported him, noting that “fear of telling the truth to the face
of the supreme authority was a great sin of the old order” and welcomed the courage
of the Minister of War “who recognized the presence of certain shortcomings.”*?

Alexander Roediger’s recognition of shortcomings in the training of the current
command personnel caused sharp attacks by the right-wing press and discontent in
the army. The Minister of War was rebuked for violating the principle of
monarchism, disrespect for the Tsar’s choice of his generals, and non-recognition of
tsarist authority. “Do not touch the army, or it will crush you,” exclaimed the
Russkaya Pravda, an Astrakhan right-wing monarchist newspaper.>

Analyzing his position, Alexander Roediger wrote in his memoirs that he was
aware that such an answer would not satisfy the sovereign and would arouse
indignation of the Higher Command of the army, but he could not do otherwise.

Guchkov was right in anxiously pointing out the danger posed by bad command
personnel of the army. Because of it, we lost the war with Japan, and it could
destroy our army in a new war. During the entire time | was in charge of the
Ministry, | fought a good battle for the issue of renewing the Higher Command of
the army. It was of little interest to me whether the Duma had the right to deal with
this issue by the letter of the law, but its moral right for me was beyond doubt, since
it quite patriotically met all the needs of the army, sparing no means for this. ..
Therefore, | could not say to the Duma. . . that this issue does not concern it and it
had no right to touch on it; answering this question to the point, | could not say
anything other than the truth.>

It is not surprising that such a position caused the Emperor’s displeasure and the
subsequent resignation of the Minister of War.

*2N. Markov’s speech was so disrespectful towards the Minister of War that after the meeting
Chairman of the Duma N. Khomyakov asked Roediger whether it was possible to put “Markov’s
misbehavior” into the transcript. The Minister of War replied that he would “cross out from the
transcript only what looked like official secret” (See A.A. Polivanov, From diaries and memoirs on
the post of Minister of War and his assistant. 1907-1916 [in Russian], vol. 1 (Moscow: Vysshii
voennyi redaktsionnyi sovet, 1924), 61.

>3 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 278.

**Yu.l. Kiryanov, comp., Right-wing parties. 1905-1917. Documents and materials [in
Russian], 2 vols. (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 1998), vol. 1, 446.

> Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 279.
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The resignation was quite respectful: A. Roediger was awarded the Order of
Alexander Nevsky for his service and was appointed to the State Council. From 1906,
he was annually appointed to be present in it, but the position of minister did not
allow him to take part in the work of the upper chamber of the parliament. Only after
his resignation, Roediger focused on the activities in the State Council, where he was
enlisted in the right-wing group. However, his moderately liberal views did not
correspond to the general approaches of the members of this group. Roediger stated:

| did not belong to those extreme right-wingers who would like to reverse history
and abolish the Duma; in the State Council, | would probably most of all suit the
center right-wingers (Neidgardt’s party), and in the Duma, to the moderate right-
wingers or nationalists.

As a result, Roediger often voted differently from the right-wingers. However, he
did not stand out in this regard: there were enough contradictions in the right-wing
group and its members often voted at their own discretion.”’

In the State Council, Roediger was a member of the Finance Commission and
other commissions, mainly related to the defense and the army. He did not play a
prominent role in the work of the upper chamber, scrupulously doing routine work,
which was marked by a number of awards. Roediger rejected the February
Revolution, remaining faithful to the system, which did not need him. He saw the
causes of the revolution in the fact that for several years, the authority of the
autocracy had been “systematically undermined by the sovereign himself” by an
insincere attitude towards ‘“the constitution granted by him” and by unsuccessful
choice of ministers. As a result, according to Roediger, “imprudent policy” of
Nicholas I1 led to the world war and the revolution.”

Conclusion

Resignation of Alexander Roediger was the result of two interrelated
circumstances: the desire of the Minister of War to carry out serious reforms in the
army be means of a constructive dialogue with the legislative authority and an
attempt to solve personnel problems by removing unqualified personnel. The first
circumstance aroused suspicions of political disloyalty of the Minister of War, for
which there were no grounds; the second one called into question the entire
established personnel policy in such a significant area for the tsar as the imperial
army. The main personnel principle of the last reign consisted in absolute loyalty to

*® Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 284.
>’ Solov'ev, Legislative and executive power in Russia, 205.
%8 Roediger, The story of my life, vol. 2, 444.
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the monarch. It implied that any attempts of a government official to manage his
sphere as he deemed necessary in the interests of the cause rather than as it was
understood by the monarch were doomed to fail. Such an approach, which put
political loyalty above professional qualities, could not but cause a personnel crisis.

General V. Sukhomlinov, who replaced A. Roediger, understood perfectly well
why his predecessor was fired and made the appropriate conclusions. The
cooperation between the Ministry of War and the Duma gradually ceased to exist;
Sukhomlinov was not going to discuss the problems of the army and ways to solve
them with the deputies. In his Duma speeches, he assured that the funds allocated to
the Military Department were quite enough and that the army was adequately
supplied with everything.>® The deputies, who understood that not everything was
good in the army, were surprised by that approach, which ran counter to the position
of Roediger.® It is not surprising that N. Savich, deputy head of the Duma
commission for state defense, described Sukhomlinov as a person who was
“worthless and dangerous for the defense of the state” and was “indifferent to the true
development of military power.”® Even if we recognize this assessment as too
subjective, it should be noted that the Minister of War’s refusal to cooperate with the
Duma could not help improve the state of affairs in the army on the eve of the First
World War.

V. Sukhomlinov was not going to solve the personnel problems of the army
either. A. Samoilo, an officer of the Main Directorate of the General Staff, later a
Soviet commander, wrote in his memoirs that the new Minister of War was guided in
this issue “not so much by the interests of the cause as by diplomatic considerations,
social relations and acquaintances.”® The works of historians fully confirm these
conclusions of the memoirist.*® As a result, as a modern researcher points out, the
beginning of the February Revolution saw “bureaucratic weakness of the leaders of
the Ministry of War, the command personnel of the Petrograd Military District, and
local officials,” which was a direct consequence of “promoting dull executors and
career advance of inept routiners.”®

% For more details, see K.F. Shatsillo, From the Treaty of Portsmouth to the First World War.
Generals and Politics [in Russian] (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2000), 309-17.

% A. Roediger emphasized that when he was in office, the Third State Duma began to “treat the
Ministry of War with confidence” (Roediger, The story of my life. Memoirs of the Minister of War,
vol. 2, 294).

1 N.V. Savich, Memoirs [in Russian] (St Petersburg: Logos; Dusseldorf: Goluboi vsadnik,
1993), 91.

%2 A.A. Samoilo, Two lives [in Russian] (Moscow: Voenizdat, 1958), 77.

%3 See E.V. Bei, General V.A. Sukhomlinov. Minister of War during era of the Great War [in
Russian] (Moscow: Tsentrpoligraf, 2021).

* K.A. Aleksandrov, On the eve of February: The Russian Imperial Army and the High
Command in the winter of 1917 [in Russian] (Moscow: Sodruzhestvo “Posev”, 2022), 151.
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Alexander Roediger was well aware of the personnel problems of the Russian
Empire. In a private letter dated August 1906, he stated:

Instead of stopping the confusion that occurs in all affairs, the government
exacerbates it even more by stupid appointments. The majority of new employees in
all departments are chosen utterly unsuccessfully. And our military sphere suffers
from that. .. We are heading towards the absolute collapse of the Tsardom of
Russia. It is surprising how the sovereign is blind and trusts that small circle in his
entourages who entangled him and hold him in their hands. And the number of
those who are dissatisfied is growing and growing, even among the most serious
and loyal circles. Being a patriot as | am, even | grumble and no one would say that
for no reason.®
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