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AHHoTanus. AHanusupyercs MoHorpadus crapiuiero HayyHoro cotrpynnuka Llentpa «Mcropun
Poccun XIX — navana XX BB.» HHctuTyta poccuiickoir ucropun PAH Hunst Bopucosnsl
XaloBoM, MOCBSIIEHHas! IEHTPU3MY B poccuiickoM iubepanu3me Hadana XX B. Peunensupyemas
paboTa sByI€TCSl NMEPBBIM B MCTOPUOTpadUu KOMIUIEKCHBIM HCCIEOBAHUEM JaHHOIN MpoOIeMBbl.
[TokazaHo, yTo B MOHOrpauu Ha OCHOBAHMM IIMPOKOTO KpPyra MCTOUYHHKOB, YaCTh M3 KOTOPBIX
Obula OMyOJIMKOBaHAa €€ aBTOPOM, JIOCKOHAJIBbHO MCCIEI0BaH BECh KOMILUIEKC BOIPOCOB,
KaCaloIIUXCsl OPraHU3aMOHHBIX 0COOEHHOCTEH, COlMaNbHOM 6a3bl, IPOrPAMMHBIX U TAKTHYECKUX
YCTAaHOBOK, OCHOBHBIX HAmpaBICHUH U OCOOCHHOCTEH JIyMCKOHl W  BHENapIaMEeHTCKOM
NEeSITeIbHOCTH HEHTPUCTCKUX JTUOepabHbIX napTuil. OTMEUeHa CyIIeCTBEHHAsl POJib MPUIIOKEHHS
K MOHOTpaguu — OHOrpagUUYECcCKOTO CIOBaps, BKIIOUYAIOIIETO CBEJACHUS 00 OCHOBHBIX JIESITEINSIX
nubepanbHOro IeHTtpusma Havaga XX B. IloguepkuBaercs cepbe3HbIM BKIIAJ pELEH3UPYEMOit
MOHOTpa(uM B U3y4YeHHE UCTOPUU POCCUHCKOTO JTHOepaIn3ma.

KuaroueBble ciaoBa:  poccuifckuii  nuOepann3M,  LEHTPU3M,  IOJUTUYECKUE  MapTHH,
napiameHTapusMm, ['ocynapcrBennas gyma, uctopuorpadust

Jas uutupoBanus: Ecopos A.H. HoBoe ucciienoBanue 1Mo UCTOPUU POCCHICKOTO JTHOEPaIbHOTO
neHTpu3Ma Havana XX Beka. Penensus Ha: XaitnoBa H.b. LlenTpusMm B poccuiickom iubepanuszme
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A New Study on the History of Russian Liberal Centrism
in the Early 20" Century
Review of Tsentrizm v rossiiskom liberalizme nachala XX veka [Centrism in Russian
liberalism in the early 20" century] by N.B. Khailova (Moscow: Institut rossiiskoi
istorii RAN; Tsentr gumanitarnykh initsiativ, 2022)

Abstract. The article analyzes the monograph by Nina B. Khailova, a senior researcher at the
Centre for the History of Russia in the 19" — early 20™ Centuries of the Institute of Russian History
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, dedicated to centrism in Russian liberalism in the early
20" century. The work under review is the first comprehensive study of this problem in
historiography. It has been shown that based on a wide range of sources, some of which were
published by its author, the monograph thoroughly studies the whole complex of issues concerning
organizational features, social base, programmatic and tactical attitudes, and the main directions
and features of the Duma and extra-parliamentary activities of centrist liberal parties. The reviewer
notes an essential role of the appendix to the monograph (which is a biographical dictionary that
includes information about the main figures of the liberal centrism of the early 20" century) and
emphasizes a significant contribution of the monograph under review to the study of the history of
Russian liberalism.

Keywords: Russian liberalism, centrism, political parties, parliamentarism, State Duma,
historiography

For citation: Egorov, A.N. “A New Study on the History of Russian Liberal Centrism in the Early
20™ Century.” Review of Tsentrizm v rossiiskom liberalizme nachala XX veka [Centrism in
Russian liberalism in the early 20" century] by N.B. Khailova (Moscow: Institut rossiiskoi istorii
RAN; Tsentr gumanitarnykh initsiativ, 2022). Historia Provinciae — the Journal of Regional
History, vol. 7, no. 1 (2023): 362—-73. https://doi.org/10.23859/2587-8344-2023-7-1-9

N3yuenue poccuiickoro nmbepanuzma Hadanma XX B. MPOJOJDKAET OCTABAThCS
OJIHUM W3 Ba)KHBIX HAIIPABJIEHUW OTEUYECTBEHHOM MCTOPUUYECKON Hayku. Poccuiickue
UCTOPUKH HEMAJIO CHENajly Uil PAacCMOTPEHHMs PA3JIMYHBIX ACIEKTOB JIAHHOU
POGIEMATHKA, BEChMa 3HAUYNTEIbHBIC YCIIEXH AOCTHUTHYTHI B M3yYCHMH MapTHil
KaJIeTOB U OKTSOpUCTOB. JIMOepanbHBIA IIEHTPU3M U LIEHTPUCTCKHUE JIMOEpabHbBIE
naptun  (Ilaptus nemokpatuueckux pedopm, Ilaptuss MupHOro 0OHOBIEHMUS,
MPOTPECCUCTBI U JIP.) UCCIEAOBAHbI rOpPa30 MEHbIIE, YTO OOBSICHSETCS, C OAHOU
CTOPOHBI, UX JOBOJIbHO CKPOMHOW pOJIbIO B MOJUTHYECKOW MKU3HHM CTpPaHbl IO

Lo Eeopos A.H. Poccuiickue nubepanbsl Havana XX B. W BIACTh: MCTOpUOrpaduyeckue
nuckyccun. Yepenosen: Y'Y, 2007.
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CPaBHEHMIO C KajJeTaMHd U OKTAOpUCTAMH, C
', = } JIpyroii —~ HEOOJIbIINIM KOJIMYECTBOM

COXPAHUBHINXCIA UCTOYHUKOB.
H.b. XaitnoBa P

i : H.b. XaunoBa mnoauepkuBaer, 4TO TEPMHH
(Selip)ZEI\IBIEEEE  (1Gepanb-eHTPUCTBY — HOCHT — YCIIOBHBII
B POCCUMNCKOM . xapakTep. On OTpaXkaeT CYIIHOCTb

ﬂVl6€paHl/l3Me':" ety HUCTOPUYECKOTO SIBJICHUSI, 3aUKCHPOBAHHOTO B
Havyauia XX BeKa

UCTOYHUKAX, M 3a4acTyl0 HCIOJIb3YETCA B
WCCIIEOBAHUSX KakK CUHOHUM CJ0Ba
«IIPOTPECCUCTBD», YTBEPAMBLIETOCS B KadeCTBE
CaMOHa3BaHMSI M3y4aeMOW TIPYIIIbl MOJUTHKOB.
Kak coBpeMeHHHMKM, TaK W MCTOPUKH K
IMOepaIbHbIM LEHTPUCTAM OTHOCST
IIOJIMTUYECKUX JIeATENIeH, 3aHABIIMX IO3ULIUIO
MESKLY KaJeTaMH H OKTAOPHCTaMH.
Peunensupyemas MoHorpagus ABJISIETCSI
MEPBLIM B UCTOPUOTPa(PUKU KOMIUIEKCHBIM HCCIIEIOBAHUEM MPOOJIEMbl IEHTPU3Ma B
poccuiickoM nuOepanu3me Hayana XX B. ABTop MoHorpaduu, Huna bopucoBHa
XalnoBa, XOpOIIO HM3BECTHA HMCTOPHKAM POCCHUMCKOro aulOepajiu3mMa HE TOJBKO
MHOTOYHCJICHHBIMU CTaThsIMU, HO W MyOJUKAaLUMSMU YHUKAJIbHBIX HCTOPUYECKHUX
nctounukoB. Tak, B 2002 r. oHa MOArOTOBWJIA K MeYaTh COOPHUK JOKYMEHTOB U
MaTepuaioB O JAEATEIbHOCTH LIEHTPUCTCKUX JMOEpaJbHbIX MapTHH, B KOTOPBIN
BOIIUTA OCHOBHBIC APXMBHBIC HCTOYHHKM IO JaHHOH mpoGmemarmke’. Ilox ee
penakiueil OblTM  BHEpBbIE ONMYOJMKOBAaHbl BOCIHOMHHAHHUS psiia JIMIEPOB
mubepansHoro nenrpusma — C.J1. Ypycosa, I.H. Ebpemosa, M.M. KoBanesckoro u
I[p.4 KponotnuBas pabora ¢ HMCTOYHMKAMU SIBUJIACh OCHOBOM PpELIEH3UPYEMOM

2 [Toapo6uee cm.: Xaiinosa H.B. llenTpusm B poccuiickoMm nuOepann3Me Hadasa XX Beka.
Mocksa: MucTHTYT poccuiickoit uctopun PAH; LlenTp rymanuTapHbix nHUIMATUB, 2022. C. 7-34.

SHapTI/II/I JIEeMOKPAaTUYECKUX pedopM, MUPHOTO OOHOBJIIEHMS, MPOTPECCUCTOB: J[OKYMEHTHI U
matepuainbl. 1906-1916 rr. / mox penakuueii B.B. lllenoxaesa; cocraButens, aBTOp MPEIUCIOBUS,
BBesieHus U kommeHTapueB H.b. Xaiinosa. Mocksa: POCCIIOH, 2002.

4 Ypycos C.J[. 3anucku. Tpu roma TOCymapCTBEHHOW CIyKObI / BCTyNMUTEIbHAs CTaThs,
MOJArOTOBKA TEKCTa, cocraBiaeHrne u kommentapun H.b. XaitnoBoi. Mocksa: HoBoe nureparypHoe
obo3penue, 2009; Xaunosa H.b. «Hano ObUIO Ha 4YTO-TO pemiatbes...» BocrnomuHaHus nemyrara
1-#1, 3-it u 4-it TocynapctBennsix nym U.H. Edpemona. 1932 r. // Uctopuueckuii apxus. 2014.
Ne 3. C. 83-98; Xaiinosa H.F. «DpaHIy3cKuil XypHAJI MEKIYHAPOJIHOTO IMpaBa HA3bIBAET MEHS
OTLIOM TPUMHUPHUTEIBHOIO IPOM3BOACTBAa». BocrnomuHanus nenyrara 1-if, 3- u  4-i
I'ocynapcreennoit nymel U.H. Edpemona. 1932 r. / Uctopuueckuii apxus. 2014. Ne 4. C. 88-111;
Xatinosa H.B. «5 mocrapaics NPUIIOMHUTH BaKHEWIIME COOBITHS BCEM MOEH IKU3HH»:
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PeueH3um

MoHOorpaduu. ABTOPOM  TMpUBICYEHBI  MaTepualibl 13 rocyaapCTBEHHBIX
apXMBOXPAHUIIUII, BBISBICHO U BBEJIEHO B HAyUYHBIH OOOPOT OOJBIIOE KOJIMYECTBO
apXMBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, BCECTOPOHHE IPOAHAIU3UPOBAHbl MHOTOYHCIICHHBIC
OIyOJIMKOBaHHBIC HAPPAaTUBHBIE UCTOUYHUKH (MEMyaphl, MyOTUIIUCTHKA, MATEPHAIIBI
MIPECCHI U TIPOY.).

B pesyaprare H.b. XaiinmoBa moaroroBuia ¢yHIaMEHTaIbHOE HCCIICIOBAHUE
MOJIHOTO KOMILIEKCa BOMNPOCOB, KACAIOMIMXCS OpPraHU3allMOHHBIX OCOOEHHOCTEH,
COLMAIIBHOM  0a3bl, MPOTPAMMHBIX M TaKTHYECKUX YCTAHOBOK, OCHOBHBIX
HampaBJICHU M OCOOCHHOCTEM JIyMCKOM U BHEMAPJIAMEHTCKOM JesTEebHOCTU
HEHTPUCTCKUX TNOepaIbHBIX MAPTHI.

Mouorpagus noctpoeHa no npodJeMHO-XpoHoJorndeckoMmy npuHiumy. [lepas
rjlaBa IOCBSIIICHA CTAHOBJICHWIO WJACWHBIX W  OPraHU3allMOHHBIX  OCHOB
TMOEepanbHOTO LIEHTPU3Ma HakaHyHe U B Hayane llepBoil poccuiicKol peBOJIOLUU.
Bo Bropo#i riaBe paccMaTpuBarOTCS OCOOCHHOCTH (OPMHUPOBAHUSA, TPOrPAMMHO-
OpPraHM3allMOHHOE CBOEOOpa3He W TaKTHMYECKUE YCTAHOBKHU MOJUTHUYECKHUX
oObeIMHEHUN  NuOepadbHOrOo  IEHTpa B  IMepuoj  jaeAredbHoctd | m
Il TocynapctBennbix gyMm. Ocoboe BHHMaHue yzeneHo [laptuu gemMokpaTHdecKux
pedopM kak opraHuzainu, okazasiiei Handojee 3aMETHOE BIUSHUE HAa OPOPMIICHHE
TMOepanbHOTO LIEHTpa. B TpeThell riiaBe aHaMM3UpyeTcs pa3BUTHE JIMOEPATbHOIO
HeHTpu3Ma B nepuoj ot pocmycka |l T'ocymapcTBeHHOW nymbl M 10 BCTYIUICHUS
Poccun B IlepByro MHpOBYHO BOIHY. ABTOpPOM II0OKa3aHO, YTO B 3TO BpeMs
BHEMAPJIAMEHTCKAasl EATEeIbHOCTh JTUOEpaIoB-LIEHTPUCTOB BO MHOIOM OOecneyuia
ynpouenue ux nosuuuid B Il u IV [ymax, a o6pasoBanue [lapTum nporpeccucton
CTaJIO PE3yJIbTaTOM IEJI€HANPABICHHBIX YCUJIMM MPOTPECCUCTOB KaK B MapilaMEHTe,
TaK M 3a €ro npeaeaamu.

B uerBepron riase, oxBaTeiBarolen repuol Ilepsoit MUpOBO BOMHBI, IOKA3aHO,
YTO POCT ONMNO3ULMOHHBIX HACTPOEHUH B CTpaHE U (PAKTUUYECKUN OTKa3 BJIACTH OT
auanora ¢ OOIIECTBEHHOCTbIO  OOYCJIOBMJIM  YCTOMYMBYIO  TEHJACHIIMIO
panukanu3zauud TakTHUKU nporpeccuctoB B |V Jlyme. Kpome Ttoro, ympouenuto
MO3UIMI Mporpeccusma B rojibl BOMHBI CIOCOOCTBOBAIM aBTOPUTETHBIE MTO3UIIUU €T0
JUEPOB B OOLIEPOCCUMCKUX OpraHM3alusX, 00eCleuynBaBIINX HYXAbl (PpOHTA U
ThUIa, a TaKKe BECOMasl poJib MPOrpeccucToB B oOpazoBanuu IIporpeccuBHOrO
Oyioka. 3aKIIOUMTENbHBIM Taparpad TIJIaBbl PACKPHIBAET pOJIb JUOEPATbHBIX

Bocnomunanusa nenyrata 1-if, 3-it u 4-it ['ocynmapcrBennbix nym W.H. Edpemona. 1932 1. //
Nctopuueckuii apxuB. 2014. Ne 2. C. 68-89; Xaunosa H.b. «Hukorma emie oH HE TOBOPHII Tak
OTKPOBEHHO €O MHOI0...» (BocromuHanusi M.M. KosaneBckoro o Bcrpeuax ¢ C.HO. Burte
HakaHyHe pocnycka |l I'ocymapctBennoit mymbli, 1907 r.) // Uctopuueckuit apxus. 2010. Ne 5.
C. 123-153.
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IICHTPUCTOB B PEBOJIONUOHHBIX ToTpsiceHusax 1917 1. Ilocie DeBpanbckou
PEBOJIIOIMU JYMCKHE IPOTPECCHUCTHI HAILUIA CBOE MECTO B cocTaBe Poccuiickoii
paauKaIbHO-IEMOKPATUYECKOW TMapTUX, BOUIEAIIEH B YKMCIO HauOoJiee 3aMETHBIX
MOJIUTUYECKUX CHJI CTpaHbl. 3aHSIB «CPEIMHHOE» TOJIOKEHUE MEXIY KaJeTaMu U
commanuctamu, PPJIII, kak mokazama H.b. XalmoBa, mnpoaemMoHCTpUpOBAIA
IPEEeMCTBEHHOCTh C OCHOBHBIMHU B3TJISIIAMH U TIPUHIIUIIAME JTMOEpPaIOB-IEHTPUCTOB.
ITonuTnueckas aesaTenpbHOCTh maptu B 1917 1. M crama «KOHEYHBIM ITYHKTOM» B
ABOJTIOITUHN «CPETUHHOTO» TEUEHHUS B POCCUICKOM bOepann3mMe Hadama XX B.

B  monorpadum  yOeawTenbHO — MOKa3aHO, UYTO  JIMOEPaTBI-TIEHTPHUCTHI
OOBEUHSINCh, HA OCHOBE HE CTOJIbKO OIPEJEICHHOW MPOTPaMMBbl, CKOJIBKO
OOIIENOJIUTUYECKON OpHUEHTAIMH, MPEeANoiaraBiieil pa3BUTUE CTPaHbI IO IyTH
MOCJIEIOBATEIbHBIX KOMIIPOMHUCCHBIX COLMAIBHO-3KOHOMUYECKAX W MOTUTUYECKUAX
pebopM B pyciie KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOM MOHapXuu, peanusauuu uaeid Manudecta
17 oxts16psa 1905 r., Henpusitus Hacwius. JInOepanbl-IIeHTPUCTBI OBLIIM HACTPOCHBI
Ha CO3JaHUE IIMPOKOW KOQJIUUUU IOJUTHUYECKUX CHJI, TPOSBIBUIM TAKTHYECKYIO
rHOKOCTh (B TIpEAeNaX, JOMYCKAeMBbIX TPeOOBAHUAMH MOPATH’), OTINYAIICH
MparMaTu3MoOM, MOAYEPKUBAIIA BAXKHOCTh «IEI», & HE «CIOBY», YTO BBIPAXKAJIOCH B
JIO3YHI'€ «COLMATBHO-TIOIUTHYECKOTO peaJ'H/BMa»G.

Llentpuctckue nuOepalibHble TApPTUM HE SBISUIMCH MACCOBBIMH, B HHUX
OTCYTCTBOBAJIM CTPOTHE OPraHU3aLMOHHBIE NPUHUHUIBI U JOKYMEHTAJIbHBIA YYET
YJIEHCTBA, YTO HE JAET COBPEMEHHBIM HCCJIEAOBATEIISIM BO3MOKHOCTH MPEACTABUTH
OoJiee WM MeHee TOYHbIE JaHHbIe 00 ux uncieHHocTu. H.b. XaiinoBa BbIHyXeHa
KOHCTaTUPOBaTh, 4YTO M3Y4Ya€Mbl€ TMOJUTUYECKHUE TPYNIUPOBKUA BBIXOJAT «3a
TIPE/ICITbl CTATHCTHYECKOTO aHATH3a .

[TockobKY JeATENLHOCTD JHMOEPaIOB-IICHTPUCTOB HAa PETHOHAIBHOM YPOBHE (3a
UCKITIOYCHUEM  HM30MpATCIbHBIX ~ KaMmaHuid B ['OCYJapCTBEHHBIC  JTYMBI)
MPOCJICKUBACTCST JTOBOJIBHO C€J1a00, OCHOBHOM MaTepuail MoHOrpaduu MOCBSIIECH
MapJIAMEHTCKOW JIeATeNbHOCTH IIEHTPUCTCKUX JMOEPANbHBIX TMapTUH, JyMCKas
TeMatuka B HeW sBisgercs npeoOmanaromei. H.b.  XaitnoBa moapo6HO
MIPOAHANIM3UPOBAJia BHICTYIICHUS JUACPOB JHOEpAIbHBIX IIEHTPUCTOB B Jlyme, ux
MO3UIMI0O MO KJIIOYEBBIM MpoOJeMaM pPa3BUTHS CTPaHbI, 3aKOHOTBOPUYECKYIO
NEATEIbHOCTh, B3aMMOOTHONIEHUSI C JAPYTMMHU MapJaMEHTCKUMH TpynnamMu U
bpaxuusamu.

> IMeHHO M03TOMY JINOEPaBI-IEHTPUCTHI HEe nojiepkaiu xkectkue Mepsl I1.A. CronbimuHa mo
MIO/IaBJICHUIO PEBOJIIOLIMU, YTO BBIBOJMIIO MX 3a MPEelibl IPaBUTEIbCTBEHHOTO JIarepsl U cOImxKano
C OIIO3UIUEN, IIPEIKIE BCErO, C KaJIETaMH.

® Xaiinosa H.b. Llentpusm B poccuiickoM nubepanu3me Hadana XX Beka. C. 472.

" Xaiinosa H.b. entpusm B poccuiickom nudepanu3me Hadasna XX Beka. C. 475.
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PeueH3um

PaccMmoTpenbl B MOHOTpaguu U MIPUUYMHBI TOPAKEHUS JINOEPAIbHBIX 1IEHTPUCTOB.
B cTpane, packojoTON NPUHIUIUATBHBIMH TIYOMHHBIMUA TMPOTHUBOPEUHUSIMH,
CTpPEMJICHHE HAUTH HEKYIO0 PAaBHOACHCTBYIOUIYIO («30JI0TYIO CEPEIUHY») OOPEKIIO HX
Ha MapruHAJIBHOCTh, B CBSA3M C YEM JHMOEpajbHbIE LIEHTPUCTHI OCTaJUCh B
HE3HAYUTEIbHOM MEHBIIMHCTBE. CBOIO POJIb CHITPAIA U UAECHHO-OPraHU3aLMOHHBIE
cnaboctu nuOepanbHBIX UEHTPUCTOB: OTCYTCTBHUE B MMAPTUHHBIX Mporpammax
KOHKPETHBIX OTBETOB Ha pPsiJ KIOYEBBIX BOINPOCOB, B TOM YHCIE arpapHo-
KPECThSIHCKUI; CEPbE3HBIE PACXOKIEHUS BO B3IVIAJaX HA KIIOUYEBBIE NPOOIEMBI
pa3BUTHsL CTpaHbl (OCOOCHHO MO KPECThIHCKOMY M HAIMOHAJIBHOMY BOIIPOCAM);
W3HayajbHas YCTAaHOBKA JIMJIEPOB HA MPUOPUTET NAPIAMEHTCKON I€ATEIbHOCTH, YTO
HE MOIJIO IPUBECTU K CO3JAaHUIO MACCOBOW MAPTHUH; OTCYTCTBHUE XapU3MATHUECKHUX
JUAEPOB U INpod. TeM He MEHee, MHTEJUIEKTYyaJIbHOE HACJIEANE BUAHBIX JCSATENEH
muoepanbHoro uentpuzma (M.M. Kosanesckoro, U.H. Edpemona, B./[. Ky3pmuna-
KapaBaeBa, M.A. CraxoBuua ¥ JAp.) OCTaeTCSd BaXXHOW 4YacCThIO OOIIECTBEHHO-
MoJMTUYEeCKOU Mbiciu Poccun Havanma XX B.

B npunoxxenun k monorpadun H.b. XaiinoBa npuBena yHUKaJIbHBIA MaTepUal —
Oouorpaduyeckuil  ciIoBapb, BKIIOYANOMIMN  cBeleHUss o0 465  ydacTHUKAxX
OOIIECTBEHHBIX U MOJUTUYECKUX 00bEIMHEHU (MapTHid, COI030B, KIIYyOOB, TyMCKON
(Gpakuuu MPOrpeccUCTOB M JIp.), BOBHUKIIMX B PYCJIE€ «CPEAMHHOr0» TEUYEHHS B
poccuiickoM nubepanuzMe Hayasna XX B. B ciioBapb BOIUIM HE TOJIBKO CBEAEHUS O
JUAEpax LEHTPUCTCKOrO JABMKEHUS, HO U O 3HAYUTEJIBHOM YHCIIE IPOBUHIMAIBHBIX
CTOPOHHUKOB JIAHHOTO HaIlpaBJIEHUS, YTO MO3BOJSET UCTOPUKAM Ha PErMOHAIBHOM
YPOBHE YTOUHHUTD LIETBIN psAJl aCHEKTOB MOJIUTHYECKOW OOpbOBI TOIO BPEMEHHU.

Boixon B cBer moHorpaguu H.b. XaiinoBoil BRIBOIUT M3y4yeHUE JTHOEpPaIbLHOrO
LIEHTPU3Ma Ha KAa4e€CTBEHHO HOBBI YpPOBEHb, YTO B CBOIO OYEPEIb I103BOJISET
CYLLIECTBEHHO pAacCIIUpUTh W CKOPPEKTUPOBATH IMPEACTABICHUS HCTOPUKOB O
MMOJIUTUYECKOM pa3BuTun Poccum Havana XX B.
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' The study of Russian liberalism of the early
‘I B 00" century continues to be an important area of
ASa e Russian historical science. Russian historians have

A | done a lot to consider various aspects of this range
Ho%?&%ﬂ 7 | of problems;* significant progress has been made in
nm6epanm3Mé" @ studying the parties of the Kadets and the
Havyaa XX BeKa Octobrists. Liberal centrism and centrist liberal
parties (the Party of Democratic Reform, the Party
of Peaceful Renovation, the Progressists, et al.)
have been studied much less, which is explained by
~ their rather modest role in the political life of the
— country if compared to the Kadets and Octobrists,
| on the one hand, and by a small number of extant
sources, on the other.

N. Khailova emphasizes that the term “centrist
liberals” 1s of a conditional character. It reflects the essence of the historical
phenomenon recorded by the sources and is often used in research as a synonym for
the word “progressists,” which has established itself as the self-designation of the
group of politicians under study. Both their contemporaries and historians define
liberal centrists as political figures who took an intermediary position between the
Kadets and the Octobrists.”

The monograph under review is the first comprehensive study in historiography
considering the problem of centrism in Russian liberalism of the early 20" century.
The author of the monograph Nina B. Khailova is well known to historians of
Russian liberalism not only for numerous articles but also for publications of unique
historical sources. In 2002 she prepared for publication a collection of documents
and materials on the activities of centrist liberal parties, which included the most
important archival sources on this issue.®> Under her editorship, the memoirs of
several leaders of liberal centrism (S. Urusov, |. Efremov, M. Kovalevskii, et al.?)

1See AN. Egorov, Russian Liberals of the Early 20" Century and the Authority:
Historiographical Discussions [in Russian] (Cherepovets: ChGU, 2007).

2 For more, see N.B. Khailova, Centrism in Russian Liberalism in the Early 20" Century [in
Russian] (Moscow: Institut rossiiskoi istorii RAN; Tsentr gumanitarnykh initsiativ, 2022), 7-34.

®N.B. Khailova, comp., Party of Democratic Reform, Party of Peaceful Renovation,
Progressists: Documents and materials. 1906-1916 [in Russian], ed. V.V. Shelokhaev (Moscow:
ROSSPEN, 2002).

*3.D. Urusov, Notes. Three Years of Civil Service [in Russian], comp. N.B. Khailova (Moscow:
Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie, 2009); N.B. Khailova, “‘It Was Necessary to Decide on
Something. . .” Memoirs of ILN. Efremov, a Deputy of the First, Third, and Fourth State Duma.
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Reviews

were first published. Meticulous work with sources is the basis of the monograph
under review. The author used the materials from 13 state archives, identified and
introduced into scientific circulation a large number of archival documents, and
comprehensively analyzed numerous published narrative sources (memoirs,
journalism, press materials, etc.).

As a result, N. Khailova prepared a fundamental study of a full range of issues
related to the organizational features, social base, programmatic and tactical
attitudes, and the main directions and features of the Duma and extra-parliamentary
activities of centrist liberal parties.

The monograph is based on the problem-oriented and chronological principle. The
first chapter is devoted to the formation of the ideological and organizational
foundations of liberal centrism on the eve and at the beginning of the First Russian
Revolution. The second chapter examines the features of the formation, the
programmatic and organizational originality and tactical attitudes of the political
associations of the liberal center during the period of the First State Duma and the
Second State Duma. Special attention is paid to the Party of Democratic Reform as
the organization that had the most noticeable impact on the formation of the liberal
center. The third chapter analyses the development of liberal centrism in the period
from the dissolution of the Second State Duma to Russia’s entry into the First World
War. The author has shown that at that time extra-parliamentary activity ensured the
strengthening of the positions of centrist liberals in the Third and Fourth Dumas to a
large extent, and the formation of the Progressive Party was the result of purposeful
efforts of the Progressists both in the parliament and outside it.

The fourth chapter, covering the period of the First World War, shows that the
growth of the oppositional sentiments in the country and the actual refusal of the
authorities to conduct a dialogue with the public caused a steady trend of
radicalization of the tactics of the Progressists in the Fourth Duma. In addition, the
strengthening of the positions of progressivism during the war years was facilitated
by the authoritative positions of its leaders in all-Russian organizations that provided
for the needs of the front and rear as well as by the significant role of the Progressists

1932” [in Russian], Istoricheskii arkhiv, no. 3 (2014): 83-98; N.B. Khailova, “‘The French Journal
of International Law Calls Me the Father of Conciliation Proceedings.” Memories of .N. Efremov,
a Deputy of the First, Third, and Fourth State Duma. 1932” [in Russian], Istoricheskii arkhiv,
no. 4 (2014): 88-111; N.B. Khailova, “‘I Tried to Remember the Most Important Events of My
Entire Life’: Memories of I.N. Efremov, a Deputy of the First, Third, and Fourth State Duma. 1932”
[in Russian], Istoricheskii arkhiv, no. 2 (2014): 68-89; N.B. Khailova, “‘Never before Has He
Spoken So Frankly with Me. ..” (M.M. Kovalevskii’s Memoirs of Meetings with S.Yu. Witte on
the Eve of the Dissolution of the Second State Duma, 1907)” [in Russian], Istoricheskii arkhiv,
no. 5 (2010): 123-53.
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in the formation of the Progressive Bloc. The final section of the chapter reveals the
role of liberal centrists in the revolutionary upheavals of 1917. After the February
Revolution, the Duma progressists found their place in the ranks of the Russian
Radical Democratic Party, which had become one of the most prominent political
forces in the country. As it is shown by N. Khailova, having occupied the “middle”
position between the Kadets and the Socialists, the RRDP demonstrated continuity of
the basic views and principles of centrist liberals. The political activity of the party in
1917 became the “terminal point” in the evolution of the “middle” trend in Russian
liberalism of the early 20" century.

The monograph convincingly shows that the centrist liberals united not so much
on the basis of a specific program as on the basis of general political orientation,
which assumed the development of the country along the path of consistent
compromise socio-economic and political reforms in line with the constitutional
monarchy, the implementation of the ideas of the October Manifesto of 1905, and
rejection of violence. The centrist liberals were determined to create a broad
coalition of political forces, showed tactical flexibility (within the limits allowed by
the requirements of morality®), were pragmatic, and emphasized the importance of
“deeds” rather than “words,” which was expressed in the slogan of “socio-political
realism.”®

Centrist liberal parties were not massive; they lacked strict organizational
principles and membership records, which does not give today’s researchers the
opportunity to provide more or less accurate data on the number of their members.
N. Khailova has to state that the political groups under study “go beyond statistical
analysis.”’

Since the activities of the centrist liberals at the regional level can be retraced
rather poorly (except for the election campaigns to State Duma), the main material of
the monograph is devoted to the parliamentary activities of centrist liberal parties and
the Duma theme is predominant in it. N. Khailova has provided a detailed analysis of
the speeches of the liberal centrist leaders in the Duma, their position on key
problems of the country’s development, legislative activity, and relations with other
parliamentary groups and factions.

The reasons for the defeat of the liberal centrists are also considered in the
monograph. In the country that was split by fundamental contradictions, the desire to

> That is why the centrist liberals did not support the harsh measures of P. Stolypin to suppress
the revolution, which led them outside the government camp and brought them closer to the
opposition, primarily to the Kadets.

® Khailova, Centrism in Russian Liberalism, 472.

’ Khailova, Centrism in Russian Liberalism, 475.
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find some kind of equilibrium (“the happy medium”) doomed them to marginality
and remained the lot of an insignificant minority. Ideological and organizational
weaknesses of the liberal centrists also played a part. Among them were the absence
of specific answers to a number of key issues in the party programs, including
agrarian and peasant issues; serious differences in views on key problems of the
country’s development (especially on peasant and national issues); the initial attitude
of the leaders to the priority of parliamentary activity, which could not lead to the
creation of a mass party; the absence of charismatic leaders, etc. Nevertheless, the
intellectual heritage of prominent figures of liberal centrism (M. Kovalevskii,
I. Efremov, V. Kuzmin-Karavaev, M. Stakhovich, et al.) remains an important part
of Russia’s socio-political thought of the early 20™ century.

N. Khailova included a unique material in the appendix to the monograph. It is a
biographical dictionary containing information about 465 participants of public and
political associations (parties, unions, clubs, the Duma faction of the Progressists,
et al.) that arose in line with the “middle” trend in Russian liberalism of the early
20" century. The dictionary includes not only the leaders of the centrist movement
but also a significant number of provincial supporters of this trend, which allows
historians to clarify a number of aspects of the political struggle of that time at the
regional level.

The publication of N. Khailova’s monograph brings the study of liberal centrism
to a qualitatively new level, which in turn makes it possible to significantly expand
and adjusts the historians’ ideas about the political development of Russia in the
early 20" century.
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