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AnHoTauusi. B cratee paccmarpuBaercsi (eHOMEH «M3MeHbl (Quary» — Iepexoja
BOCHHOCIYXAIlUX BepMaxTa Ha cTOopoHy KpacHoii apmuu. XpOHOJOTMYECKHE PaMKH CTaTbU
orpanudeHbl 1941-1943 rr. 910 00yCIOBIEHO HATMYMEM 3HAYUTEIBHOTO KOJIWYECTBA APXMBHBIX
JIOKYMEHTOB yKazaHHoro miepuona u3 (oumoB [[AMO, B koTOpbhIX 3adUKCUPOBAHBI (HAKTHI
nepexo/ia BOEHHOCTYXKaIIUX TPOTUBHUKA Ha cTOpoHY KpacHol apmui, a Tak’ke COOTBETCTBYIOIINUX
TpoeliHbIX JOKYMEHTOB BepMmaxTa, XpaHsmuxcs B HanwmonansHom apxuBe CIIA. Jlannoe
00CTOSITENILCTBO MO3BOJISIET CPABHUTH OTHOIIEHUE MPOTUBOOOPCTBYIOUIMX CTOPOH K UCCIEAYEMOMY
SBJICHUIO. B 4acTHOCTH, COBETCKHE OIMPOCHBIE JHCTHI BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX B 00S3aTEIbHOM MOPSJIKE
OTpa)kaji CBeJIeHUs 0 T0OPOBOJIBLHOMN caue B IUIEH WM Nepexojie Ha cTopony KpacHoil apmun.
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Ha ocHoBe aHanmM3a JOKYMEHTOB M3 POCCHUHCKHX M 3apyO€XHBIX apXHMBOB YCTaHOBJIEHA
YHUCJICHHOCTb M BBISBICHBl MOTHBBI I0J00HOM CTpaTerMM MOBEICHUS BOCHHOCTY)KAIIHX
IepMaHCKON apMHUHM U €€ COH3HUKOB. OTMEUEHO, YTO IMEPEXO0/ibl BOEHHOCIYKAIMX BEpPMaxTa Ha
CTOPOHY IPOTMBHMKA (PUKCHPOBAIUCH AK€ B MEPHOJ Haubosee yCHEIIHbIX HEMELKHUX ONeparui
1941-1942 rr. IlomuepkuBaeTcs, YTO YUCICHHOCTh MEPEOCIKUYNKOB CYIICCTBEHHO YBEIUYMBAIACh
BO BpeMs JIOOBIX KpPU3HCHBIX sBIeHHA Ha Boctounom ¢ponrte. I[lo MHEHHIO aBTOpOB, HpHU
NPUHATUHM PELICHUs O MEepexoJie JIMHUU (HPOHTA OCHOBHYIO POJIb UTPATU MOTHBBI JHYHOTO, a HE
UJCOJIOTHYECKOTO  IUIaHA. 3HAUUTEIbHYI0 4YacTh MEpe0eKYMKOB  BEpPMaxTa  COCTaBISUIN
BOCHHOCITYXKAlllU€ HEHEMELKOW HallMOHAJbHOCTH, MEHEee YCTOMYMBBIE K BO3ICHCTBUIO
HEOJIaronpusTHOTO PAa3BUTHUS CUTYalluu Ha (POHTE.

KuroueBbie cioBa: Benukas OteuecTBeHHasi BOMHA, BepMmaxT, KpacHas apmus, nepeOeK4YuKkH,
BOCHHOIIJIEHHbIE, MOTHBBI, YHUCIEHHOCTh

Jasi untupoBanms: Jlapunyes P.U., 3abnomckuti A.H. TlepeOexunkn BepMaxTa Ha COBETCKO-
repmanckoM ¢ponte B 1941-1943 rr. (k mocraHoBke mpoOiiemsl) // Historia provinciae — sxypHait
peruonanbHOM uctopuu. 2023. T. 7, Ne 4. C. 1479-1502, https://doi.org/10.23859/2587-8344-2023-
7-4-8

Defectors from the Wehrmacht at the Soviet-German Front in 1941-1943
(on the problem statement)

Abstract. The article examines the phenomenon of the “deserters of the flag,” i.e. the defection of
the Wehrmacht soldiers to the Red Army. The chronological scope of the article is limited to the
period between 1941 and 1943, which is due to the existence of a significant number of archival
documents that contain information about the facts of deflection of the enemy’s military personnel
to the Red Army during this specific period in the fonds of the Central Archive of the Ministry of
Defense of the Russian Federation (TSAMO) as well as the corresponding captured Wehrmacht
documents stored in the US National Archives. This circumstance allows us to compare the attitude
of the warring parties to the phenomenon under study. In particular, the questionnaires filled in by
the Soviet side for prisoners of war necessarily contained information about voluntary surrender or
defection to the Red Army.

Based on the analysis of documents from Russian and foreign archives, the number of defectors was
determined and the motives for such a strategy of behavior of military personnel of the German
army and its allies were identified. It is noted that instances of defection of Wehrmacht military
personnel to the enemy’s side were recorded even during the period of the most successful German
operations in 1941-42. It is emphasized that the number of defectors increased significantly during
any crises at the Eastern Front. According to the authors, when the decision to cross the front line
was made, personal rather than ideological motives played the main role. A significant part of the
Wehrmacht defectors included military personnel of non-German ethnicity, who were less resistant
to the effects of unfavorable developments at the front.

Keywords: Great Patriotic War, Wehrmacht, Red Army, defectors, prisoners of war, motives,
numbers

For citation: Larintsev, R.I., and A.N. Zablotskii. “Defectors from the Wehrmacht at the Soviet-
German Front in 1941-1943 (on the problem statement).” Historia Provinciae — the Journal of
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BBenenne

B uctopun Bcex BOIH, KOTOpbIE KOTJA-TH00 MPOUCXOAMIN, UMEJIO MECTO TaKoe
ABJIEHUE, KAK TNEPEXO0Jl BOCHHOCIYXXAIIMX HAa CTOPOHY MPOTHUBHHKA. OT 3TOro HE
ObLIa 3acTpaxoBaHa HU OJHA apMMUsl, XOTsI MacIITaObl sIBJICHUS B pPa3HbIX cTpaHax (U B
pa3HbIEe UCTOPUYECKUE MEPUO/Ibl) ObUTH HEOJMHAKOBBI.

TepMun «mepedexynK» OONBIIMHCTBO CIOBApEl TPAKTYIOT MPUMEPHO OJIMHAKOBO:
BOCHHOCITYKaIllUH, NEpEelIeIINN B PACIION0KEHUE ITIPOTUBHUKA U CIABIIMMICS eMyl.
Cnenyer OTMETUTBH, YTO aBTOPHI CUMUTAIOT HEOOXOAMMBIM YETKO pAa3Ae/UTh JBE
KaTeropuyu BOCHHOIUIEHHBIX — MEpeOeKYMKU U JOOPOBOJBHO CHABIIMECS B IJICH (B
ONPOCHBIX JIUCTAX ATH KAaTErOpPUM 3a4acTylo cMmeluBarorcs). Ilepexon Ha CTOpoHY
KpacHoit apmuu ObLT 3a peakum HCKITIOYCHHCM 00JlyMaHHBIM TOCTYIIKOM, HE
CTUMYJINPOBAaHHBIM KOHKpETHOW (He oOuiei) 0oeBoi oOcTtaHOBKOW. J[0OpOBOIBHAsS
K€ cJadYa B IUIEH, Kak I[paBUJIO, IPOMCXOAWIA B TeX Clydasx, Korjaa
BOCHHOCJIYKAIllMii HE MOT MJIM HE XOTEJI OKa3blBaTh CONPOTHUBIICHHE B KPUTHUYECKOU
CUTYALIHH.

Pa3nuuHble acnekTbl pabOThl C BOCHHOIJIEHHBIMM TE€PMAHCKOM apMHM H €€
COIO3HUKOB Ha COBETCKO-T€PMAaHCKOM (DPOHTE pPACCMOTPEHBI B HCCIEIOBAHMSIX
A.C. bnanka, 1.B. BnacoBoii, B.A. Bceononosa, B.b. Konacora, A.JI. Ky3bMuHBIX,
9. IlepcrsiHoii’. OXHAKO CIIEUHANBHOMN JTHTEPATYpPHI, MOCBSIEHHON MepedeKInKaM,
BBISIBUTH HE YJaloch, 3a HckiaoueHueM ctatbu b.JI. XaBkmHa o0 cyae0ax

! KonrtppassensiBatenbHblii ciaoBapb / nmoj penakiueir B.®d. Hukutuenko. MockBa: Hayuno-
n3narenbekuil otaen Beicent Kpacnoznamennoit mkonst KI'b, 1972. C. 200.

2 3aduKkcupoBaH ciydyad, Korja NepeOeKYuK TMepemies JUHUI (poHTa, YTOOBI M30€KaTh
HaKa3aHMs 3a CIy>KEOHBIN IPOCTYIIOK.

®Blank A. Die deutschen Kriegsgefangenen in der UdSSR. Kéln: Pahl-Rugenstein Verlag, 1979;
bnanx A.C., Jlesenv b. Hama nens — cBobogHast I'epmanus. M3 ucropum aHTH(AIIMCTCKOTO
neukenust «CBoboxnast ['epmanus». (1943-1945 rr.). MockBa: Meicns, 1969; Bracosa U.B.
PabGora c BOEHHONJEHHBIMH B TBHUIOBBIX palOHAX COBETCKHUX (pOHTOB B ronabl Benukoit
OTteuecTBEHHOM BOWHBI: AMC. ... KaHA. MCT. HayK. MIHCTUTYT BOEHHOM ucTtopun MuHHCTEpCTBa
oboponsl Poccuiickoit ®enepanuu, 1994; Bcegonooosé B.A. B3aumopeWcTBUE MOJUTOPraHOB
Kpacnoit Apmun n HanmonansHoro komurera «CBodosiHas I'epmanusi» B 60pb0e npoTus ¢ammnzma
(1943-1945 rr.): muc. ... kaua. uct. Hayk. MI'Y um. M.B. JlomonocoBa, 1991; Kowuacos B.F.
[Tonutuka COBETCKOrO ToCyJapcTBa B OTHOLIEHHMM HEMELKHX BOEHHOIUIEHHBIX (1941-1956 rr.):
IMC. ... JA-pa HCT. HayK. MHCTUTYT BOeHHOH uctopun MuHuctepctBa 0060poHBI Poccuiickoit
Qenepaunn, 1998; Kysvmunvix A.JI. Boennelii tuieH u wuHTepHHUpoBanue B CCCP
(1939-1956 roawr). Bomorma: [Ipesnoctu Cesepa, 2016; Kysvmumnvix A.JI. Cuctema BOEHHOTO
wieHa u  uHTepHUpoBaHuss B CCCP: reHe3uc, (QYHKIMOHUPOBAHME, JIATEPHBIA  OMBIT
(1939-1956 rr.): muc. ... a-pa uct. Hayk. CeBepHBIN (ApKTHUYECKHI) (elepalbHbIi YHUBEPCUTET
umenn M.B. JlomonocoBa, 2014; [llepcmsanou O. Ilnenenune Ha Boctoke (1941-1945).
Bocnomuuanms u onbIT HeMenkux conaat. Boponex: M3narensctBo O.1O. Aneiinukona, 2016.
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nepedexunkoB-antudammcros B CCCP, onybnukoBanHoit B «He3zaBucumom
BOCHHOM 0003pPEHHM»".

B npemyiaraemoii BHUMaHUIO yuTaTeNe paboTe aBTOPhI, ONMUPAsCh Ha JIOCTYITHbIE
UCTOYHUKH, TOCTApPAIUCh TMPUBICYhL BHHUMAHME K TEME M3YyUYEHHs [epexojia
BOGHHOCTY)KaIMX BepMmaxTa Ha cTopoHy KpacHoit apmuu B 1941-1943 rr. Beibop
BPEMEHHOIO OTpe3ka OOYCJIOBIEH KaK COXPAaHHOCTBIO HEMEUKHX TpoderHbIX
JOKYMEHTOB, TaK M OCOOEHHOCTSMU YKAa3aHHOIO Mepuoia, KOrja JUHaMHUKa
NepPeX00B BO MHOTOM ONpe/eisiiiach M3MEHEHHUSIMU B X0J1€ BOCHHBIX JeicTBuil. [Ipu
STOM B CPaBHUTEJIBHOM IUIaHE TaKKe€  AaHAJIM3UPOBAIUCH  CBEJEHUA O
BOCHHOCITYKalIUX-MepeOeKunKax apMuil cTpaH-cateuiuToB Tpethero Peiixa.

HUcrounukn

NcrounnkoBoit 0a30ii Jj1si HAMCaHUSI CTaThU TOCIY>KHUIIM, BO-TIEPBBIX, apXUBHbBIC
nokymeHTsl LleHTpanbHoro apxuBa MuHuctepcTBa 000poHbl P®D, BbUIOXKEHHBIE Ha
caiite «llamsaTe Hapoma», a Takxke HOKYMeHTHl (unmana lLleHTpanbHOro apxuBa
MunuctepctBa oboponsl Poccuiickoit denepannu (LIAMO) B I'atunne (ObIBIIMI
Lentpanbubiii  apxuB Boenno-Mopckoro ¢uora). B Hux, Kkak mnpaBuio,
3auKcUpOBaHbl (AKTHI TEpPeXoJa BOCHHOCIYXAIIMX NPOTUBHUKA HA CTOPOHY
Kpacuoit apmuu. J[0BOIBHO 9acTo, 0COOEHHO B JOKYMEHTAX pa3BEJOPraHOB, MOKHO
OOHApY UTh OMPOCHBIE JIUCTHI MEPEOCIKUYNKOB C yKa3zaHUEM Kak Ouorpapuyeckux
JAHHBIX, TaK U CBEJACHUNW O MOTHBAX, 3aCTABUBIIMX WX PEUIUTHCS HA TAKOM IIar.
OcoOyt0 IIEHHOCTh TPEACTABISAIOT HEJABHO pa3MEICHHbIE Ha CalTe POCCUICKO-
TePMAHCKOTO TMPOEKTa Mo OnudpoBKe NOKyMeHTOB Marepuainl ¢pouga 500 [TAMO,
0COOEHHO onuch 12486, B KOTOpOi cOOpaHO OOJIBIIOE KOJIMUYECTBO OMPOCHBIX JTUCTOB
BOCHHOIICHHBIX U IIEPEOSKINKOB".

* Xasxun B.JI. [Tepebexxunku-antudamuctet B CCCP. Kak cinoxunach cynpba OBIBIITUX
BOEHHOCHYyXalux Bepmaxta // HezaBucumoe BoeHHoe oOo3penue. 2022. 25 asrycra. URL:
https://nvo.ng.ru/history/2022-08-25/1 1203 _history.html (nata oopamenus: 27.06.2023).

° @opmynsapsl  PasseasiBarenbHOro ympasieHus KpacHoll ApmuM 1O 4acTsAM BepMmaxTa
U €ero cow3HuKoB, a Takxke Badpden-CC // Poccuiicko-repMaHckuil HpoeKkT Mo OIHU(POBKE
FePMAHCKUX JOKYMEHTOB B apxuBax Poccuiickoit ®enepamuu. @. 500. On. 12486.
URL: https://wwii.germandocsinrussia.org/ru/nodes/22723-opis-12486-formulyary-razvedyvatelnogo-
upravleniya-krasnoy-armii-po-chastyam-vermahta-i-ego-soyuznikov-a-takzhe-vaffen-ss (mara
obpamenus: 10.06.2023).
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[1neHHbI HEMeI] TOKa3bIBaeT Ha KapTe HHTEPECYIOIIYI0 COBETCKOTO BOCHHOCITYKAIIETO
unpopmanuto. ®oto Haraneu boms. He panee nera 1943 r.
Uctounuk: Hatanes boma: [Iponomkenue / Boennoe o6o3penue. 3 urost 2013.
URL.: https://topwar.ru/30305-natalya-bode-prodolzhenie.html

OnpocHbIl JUCT Mepedek)UrKa OTIMYAETCS OT OINPOCHOTO JIUCTa OOBIYHOTO
BOCHHOIUIEHHOTO TEM, YTO ONpAaIllMBaBIIMI 3apaHee NpeArnoJiarajl HAIW4Yhe Yy
JAHHOT'O0 BOEHHOCIY’KAIIIETO0 OCHOBAHMI ISl TIepeayu CBEACHUM, MPEICTaBIISIBIINX
MHTEPEC U1l BOCHHOM pa3Belku. Kak mpaBuio, 3TH HAJEKIbl ONpaBabiBaauch. Ham
M3BECTEH TOJBKO OJWH Cly4ail, KOrja IIOKa3aHusi NepeOeKYuKa BbI3BAIM Y
COBETCKOU cTOpoHbI mojo3penus. 30 anpens 1942 r. Ha cropony KpachHoii apmun
neperen conaar 44-i nexoTHou auBu3uM, aBcTpuen Ansoept ['yrapu. [lepedbexunk
3asiBUJI, 4YTO, OyIy4Yd KOMMYHHCTOM, JIEACTBOBAJI IO HWIEHHBIM COOOPaKECHUSIM.
OpHako Ha BOMPOCHI BOEHHOTO XapakTtepa ['yrapu oTBedas HEKOHKPETHO, CChLIAsCh
Ha He3HaHue. OnpalMBaBUIKE BIOJIHE PE3OHHO MPEANOJIONKUIA, YTO aBCTPUEL] MOT
OBITh ArGHTOM HEMELKOH pasBemkh°. IIpH STOM HEBEPHO CUMTATH, YTO HEMOJHOTA
NokKa3zaHui cama 1o ceOe SBISIACh OCHOBAHHMEM I MOJO3PEHHH B OTHOUICHUU
nepedexxunka. Eciu mnepeOexxunk npuObul Ha (QPOHT HEJaBHO (B MapIlIeBOM
OaTtalibOHE, HANpUMep), TO OBTO OTMEYAJIOCh B ONPOCHOM JHUCTE U CIYXUIIO
OMpaB/IaHUEM CKYJIOCTH MOJYYEHHBIX OT HETO CBEJECHUH.

° Omnpocubiii auct Ansbepra ['yrapum // LlenTpanbHblii apxuB MuHUCTEpcTBa 0OOpPOHBI
Poccutickoit ®eneparuu (nanee — [[AMO). @. 500. On. 12486. 1. 173. JI. 35.
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dotokoppecnioneHT O. Knoppunr u kunooneparop M. Manos BeyT CbeMKy J10Mpoca MIIEHHOTO
Hemenkoro obep-edpeiiropa. oto Bukropa Kunenosckoro. 7 utomns 1943 r.
Wcrounuk: Boennslit ans6oMm. @oTtorpaduu Bropoii muposoit u Benukoii OteuecTBEHHON BOWHBI
(1939-1945). URL.: https://waralbum.ru/50674/

MoTussbl

Ilepexoa BOEHHOCIIYXAIIEr0 HAa CTOPOHY MPOTHUBHUKA SBISETCA, HECOMHEHHO,
JIOCTATOYHO TPYIAHBIM pelreHneM. KpoMe MOCTOSSHHO NMPUCYTCTBYIOIIEH HAa BOWHE
OTIACHOCTH MOTUOHYTh, Ha MOTEHIIUAILHOTO TIepeOeKurKa BO3JIEUCTBYET CTpax ObITh
3a/Iep>KaHHBIM TIPU MOMBITKE MEepexoa ¢ MOCICIYIOIUMHI PEIPECCUSIMU HE TOJIHKO B
OTHOIIIEHUU C€0sl JIMYHO, HO W OCTAaBIIMXCS HA POJMHE WICHOB cembu. [lorTOomy
OONBINIOM  HWHTEpEC  MPEACTABISCT  BBISICHEHHE  MOTHUBOB, 10  KOTOPBIM
BOCHHOCITY>KaIll€ BEpMaxXTa MOIJIM PEIIUTHCS HA TAKOM IIar.

OTMeTHM, 4TO B COBETCKUX JJOKYMEHTaX MOTHBBI, 3aCTABUBIIIUE COJIJIaTa BEpMaxTa
nepeiitu Ha cTopoHy KpacHoil apmum, ynomuHaroTcss He Bcerga. [lo Hamum
MojcyeTaM, 3Ta TeéMa HHTEpPEecoBaja OlpalluBaBIIMX HpumepHo B 20 % ciiydaes.
Emie menbiie oHa WHTEpecoBajla HEMEIIKOE KOMaHJOBaHWE, KOTOpoe, Kak Oynaer
MOKa3aHO HIKE, MPEANOUNTAIO MPOCThie 00bsicHeHus. [loaToMy Hallu paccykaeHus
OyJlyT HOCUTb, B U3BECTHOU MepE, TUIIOTETUYECKUIN XapaKTep.

MoOXHO TpEeanosoKUTh, YTO HauWOOJee YacTO B IEPBOM TEPUOAEC BOWHBI
BOCHHOCJY>KalllM€ BEPMAXTa MEPEXOAWIN HA CTOPOHY KpacHOoi apMuu Mo UAEHHBIM
cooOpakeHHusiM. BOIBITMHCTBO MepeOeKUNKOB MPUACPIKUBAIIUCH JIEBBIX YOCKICHHM.
CambIM U3BeCTHBIM cpeau Hux Obul Anbbpesn JIuckoB, mepemeanuii Ha CTOPOHY
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Kpacuoii apmun 21 mionst 1941 r.” B stom psimy HasoBem Taioke ®panua I'ombaa,
KOTOpBI Tiepemien JWHUIO (poHTa B ceHTsOpe 1941 1. m cram akTUBHBIM
aHTHU(aIMcTOM B IJIEHY, a T[03/Hee IMEpPBbIM  HEMIIEM-TIEPEOCIKINKOM,
HATP@KICHHBIM COBETCKHM 0OEBBIM OpACHOM®. BrpoueM, HEMELKHe COJIaThl
OKa3pIBAINCh HA IPOTUBONOJOKHOW CTOpOHE, 3a JHMHMEH (poHTAa, U 1O
penuruo3HbpM  yoexxaenusim. Tak, 17 mas 1942 1. nuHuio QpoHTa mepemnien
BoeHHOCTyxamuii 71-i nexotnoit aususuu Kapn Kypue. U on, u ero cembst 6butn
yOexXIeHHBIMU KaToJIMKaMu. IMEHHO HEZ0BOIBCTBO aHTUKJIEPUKATIBHON MOJIUTHKON
T'uriepa u npuseno Kypiie K pemennio Jo6pOBOIBbHO CATECS B TLICH .

D)

beiBmnit Hemenkuit congatr Anbdpen JIuckos, npenynpenusimii o Hadane BoitHbl ¢ CCCP.
®oro Bukropa Temuna. 1941 r.
Wcrtounuk: Boennslii ansbom. @otorpadun Bropoit MmupoBoit u
Benukoii OteuectBennoi Boinbl (1939-1945). URL.: https://waralbum.ru/363700/

B nmepuosa mepBoro KpyrmnHoOro Kpusuca repmMaHckou apmuu, 3umon 1941/1942 rr.,
HEMaJIyl0 pOJib B MOTHBAaxX Iepexoja Ha CTOPOHY NPOTUBHUKA CTAIM WrpaTh U

" Xasxun B. TlepeGexunku-antudammuctsl 8 CCCP // Hezaucumoe BoeHHOE 0603penue. 2022.
25 asrycra. URL: https://nvo.ng.ru/history/2022-08-25/1_1203_history.html (mara oOGparuenwust:
27.06.2023).

8r. opvina B. bpiBine yuacTHUKM ABMKeHUS «CB0oOOAHAs ['epMaHUs» B BOGHHBIX YUPEXKICHUSAX
I'IP // Tparemuss meHa: cOOpHHK MarepuaioB MeXIyHapOAHOH HaydHO-TIPAKTHYECKON
koH(pepeHmn «OkoH4yaHue BOUHBI, 3aBepuieue jaeareiabHocth HKCI/CHO wu  nauano
penarpuanuu BoeHHOIUIEHHBIX» (MockBa—KpacHoropck, 31 oktsiOps — 2 Hos0pst 1995 1.) / nox
penakuueii B.A. BceBonogosa. KpacHoropck: MemopuanbHbIii My3eil HEMELUKHUX aHTHU(AIINCTOB,
1996. C. 79-85.

° Omnpocusrii muct Kapna Kypre // HTAMO. ®. 500. Omn. 12486. 1. 187. JI. 23.
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cooOpakeHHs THYHOTO TUTaHa. Tak, B peBpasie 1942 r. B mosoce 34-i apmun CeBepo-
3anagaoro (ponTa ObUM 3adUKCHPOBAHHI JiBa nepedekunka. [Ipudyem, ecnu onuH
OBLIT COJIJIATOM OOBIYHOM JIMHEHMHOW YacTH, J1a €1lle U MOJIbCKOTO MPOUCXO0XKICHHUS, TO
BTOpoi — BoeHHochyxkamuM auBuzun CC «MepTBasi ronoBa». MOTUBBI y 000MX
ObLTM TMPUMEPHO OJMHAKOBBI: IUIOXO KOPMST, HET TEIUIOW OJEXKAbl, HaJ0es0
BoeBaTh . CO BTOPOii MOTOBHHBI 1942 T. TaKMe MOTHBBI SIBHO CTAIIH IPe00IanaTh.

JlBa HemIa-niepeOexIrKa cAaroTes B TUIeH congataM KpacHoit apmun.
®oto Haransu bomp. Centsiops 1941 1.
Wctounuk: Hatanes bona: [Iponomkenue / Boennoe o6o3penue. 3 urons 2013.
URL.: https://topwar.ru/30305-natalya-bode-prodolzhenie.html

Ha pyGexe 1941/42 rr. mosiBuiach emie ojHa TNOOyAWTENbHAs NpPUYUHA IS
nepexoja Ha cTopoHy KpacHoll apmuu y BOCHHOCTYKAIIUX BEpMaxTa HEHEMEIKOU
HalMoOHaJIbHOCTH. HekoTopele nossiku, y3HaB o (hopmupoBanuu B CoBetckom Coroze
MOJIbCKOM apMuu renepana B. Anaepca, nepexoausiv JMHUIO (GPOHTA C HAMEPEHUEM
BCTYNUTH B 9Ty apMmuto. O0 3ToM, HarpuMep, TOBOPUJI Ha JIOMIPOCE B pa3BeopraHax
Oro-3amannoro ¢ponrta commar 133-ro pabouero Oartambona Teomop Xaxya,
n00pOBOJILHO chaaBmuiics B 1ieH a0 20 saBaps 1942 r. (TouHee yCTaHOBUTH IIO
JOCTYIIHBIM JOKYMEHTAM TI0Ka HeBO3MOXHO) . [I03xke, ¢ IOSBICHHEM Ha COBETCKO-

10 KypHan GoeBbix aeiicTBuil 34-if apmun 3a despans 1942 . // IIAMO. ®. 389. Om. 4690.
. 215.J1. 33, 42.

" Kypman 6oepsix meiictBuii FOro-3anammoro ¢ponra / IIAMO. ®. 229. Om. 161. JI. 802.
JI. 59.
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repMaHckoMm ppoHnte noapaszaeneHus «Crodoanas Opanuus» (CHayaga 3CKaIpUiIby,
a 3areM wuctpeOuTenbHoro asuamnonka «Hopmanaus—Heman»), orMmeueH ciiydaii
[epexoaa YpOoKeHIAa Dlb3aca, COBEPIICHHOIO C LIEJIBIO CIYXKUTh B apMUH I'eHepaJla
hi(S TComns2,

N3ydeHne naxxe CpaBHUTEIBHO HEOOJIBIIOIO YKCIIAa OIPOCHBIX JUCTOB (BCEro ObLIO
BBISIBJIEHO 93 ONPOCHBIX JIMCTA, U3 HUX MOTHBBI yKa3aHbl B 17 ciydasix), B KOTOPBIX
M3JIAraloTCs MPUYUHBI IEPEX0/IA, JAET OCHOBAHMUE TOBOPUTH, UYTO JIMYHBIE MOTUBBI y
nepe0e)KUnKoB  mpeodiafanud  HajJ  HUJACOJOTUYECKUMH. CrnenoBarensHo,
BOCHHOCJIY)KAIlUE€ IPOTHUBHUKA PYKOBOJCTBOBAJINCH, KAaK IPABWIO, KEIAHUEM
CIIaCTH CBOM JKM3HH, & HE HENPUATUEM THTIIEPOBCKOIO PEKUMA.

YucjaeHHOCTh nepedeKkYuKoB

Koneuno, ciydau nepexonoB B 1941—-1942 rr. He OBLIIM MacCOBBIMH, HO M Ha3BaTh
JAHHOE SIBJICHHE WCKIIIOUHUTEIIbHBIM TOXE Henb3sl. [IpuBeneM CBOAHBIE JaHHBIE O
nepedexynKax 3a BTOPYIO MojoBUHY 1942 r., Hameamme oTpaXkeHne B TOKYMEHTax
pa3BenopraoB JleHuHrpajackoro u BoaxoBckoro ()poHTOB M MOJyYEHHBIE B BUJE
pa3BeabIBaTebHBIX cBOJIOK B 1mTabe BBC banrtuiickoro ¢>n0Ta13. CornacHo
COBETCKMM JIOKYMEHTaM, 3a YKa3aHHbI nepuoa Ha cTopoHy KpacHoi apmuu
nepenuio He MeHee 16 uenoBek. Ilpu BBIOOpOYHON TIPOBEPKE JTOKYMEHTOB
18-ii apmuu B ['pymimie apmuii «CeBep» ynaaoch 0OHAPYKUTh YIIOMUHAHUST TOJBKO O
MSITH nepeGexanKax (FPyImoBbIe mepexos! B mioe 1942 1.),

[Ipu sToM crenyer ykaszaTh, YTO pPEATbHOE KOJMYECTBO MEPEeOEKUINKOB OBLIO
OOJBIIMM, TaK Kak He ObUTM ydTeHBI 9 mcmaHieB u3 «l 0yOol AUBU3MNY, a TaKXKe
OJIMH BOEHHOCIYKAIUKA 56-TO MOJUUEHCKOro OarajiboHa, MOTHOLIMI MpPU MOMBITKE
repexona.

Henmonnora cBeneHuit o mnepebexUMKax B HEMEIKHX JOKYMEHTaxX XOpOIIO
nmpocnexuBaercas Ha wMarepuanax ¢ouma 500 IHAMO. Tak, B Qopmyisipe
79-11 IEXOTHOM NUBU3UU COACPKATCS ONMPOCHBIE JIUCTHI HA YEThIPEX COJAAT AUBU3UU,
nepeueanmx Ha ctopony KpacHoit apmMun B utojie—CeHTsiope 1942 r."®> Hu onus u3
HHUX B JIOKyMEHTax 79-i1 MEXOTHOW JWBU3UU, HAXOISIIMXCS B HAIMOHAIBHOM apXHUBE
CHIA, He ynOMUHAETCS, XOTS UX COXPAHHOCTh 3a 3TOT MEPHUO]I XOPOIIas.

12 Onpocusiit et BoennomienHoro Haymst SPTAPJ] // IAMO. ®. 500. Om. 12486. JI. 157.
JI. 32.

13 PaspespiBaTenbHas uHpopmanus mrada BBC // IBMA. ®@. 596. On. 41. 1. 17. JI. 37 06. u
naiee.

4 Kriegstagebuch des HGr Nord. Juli — Dezember 1942 // National Archives and Records
Adminisrtation (nanee — NARA). fram 8499738, 8499809.

15 OnpocHble JUCTHI HA BOEHHOCTYXKammx 79-if mexortHou muBm3uu // LIAMO. @. 500.
Om. 12486. /1. 193. JI. 117-122.
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CrpeMurenbHOe yXyAlIeHHE cUTyaluu Ha BoctouHoMm ¢QpoHTe Ha pyOexe
1942—-1943 1r. camMbIM HEMOCPEJICTBEHHBIM O0pPa30M CKa3ajJoCh Ha YHUCICHHOCTH
COJIAAT BEpMaxTa, NMPUHSABLIMX pELIeHUE NOOPOBOIBHO claThesi B IUIeH. OCOOEHHO
ATO 3aMETHO MO CUTyallMM Ha I0KHOM (hJaHre COBETCKO-TEpMaHCKOTo (ppoHTa, rie
nociue nposajia pepaHuia noJ KypckoMm QpoHT cTan Heylep:KMMO OTKaThIBaThCs Ha
3amnaf,.

O ToMm, 4YTO cUTyalusi C MEPEXOJOM BOEHHOCIYXAIIMX BEpMaxTa Ha CTOPOHY
KpacHoii apMum crajga OpUHMMATh  JIOCTATOYHO  MAacCOBBIM  Xapakrep,
CBUJETEIBCTBYIOT YKa3aHUs, pa3ociaHHble HEMEUKUM BepXoBHBIM KOMaHOBaHHEM
no apmusiM Boctounoro ¢ponta 31 ssuBaps 1943 r. OTr ykazaHus npeaycMaTprUBaIn
BHECEHUE W3MEHEHU B (QOPMYJISp €XKECYyTOUHBIX JOHECEHUH, OTIPABIIAEMBIX
COCIMHEHUSIMU UM OOBEIMHEHHUSIMM  TE€PMAHCKOW  apMHUHM  BBILIECTOSIIEMY
KoMaHa0BaHut0. [IpouuTupyeM HuX MO JOKYMEHTY, COXpaHUBILIEMYyCS B (OHIaX
2-1i TI0JIEBOM apMUU BepMaxTa.

3a moclieHee BpeMs y9acTHIINCh CITyda Iepexo/ia HEMEIIKUX BOSHHOCTYKAITUX
Ha CTOPOHY MPOTHUBHUKA. B OONBIIMHCTBE clydaeB pedb UIET O JUIAX, KOTOPHIX
MOXHO pacCMaTpUBaTh KaK TMOJUTHYECKH HeOJaroHaaeKHbIX. YacTh W3 HHX
MpUHAJIeKalIa paHee K JIEBBIM MapTHsIM, YaCcTh MIPOUCXOIUT U3 00IacTeH, UM
HEJaBHO BoIIeAmMX B coctaB Peiixa. B omgHoM ciydae mnepeOekdnuk
MPUHAJUICKAT K OOIMIMPHOMY KPYXKKY AHTUTOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX JJIEMEHTOB, KakK
3TO YJAJ0Ch BBISICHUTH MOCJIEC H3YYCHHUS CEMbH M3MCHHHKA.

UtoObl B JanbpHEWIIEM TakKue clydau OBICTPO BBISBISUIUCH, HEOOXOJMMO B
€KECYTOYHBIX JIOHECEHUSIX YKa3bIBaTh CBEJICHUSI O BOCHHOCTY>KAIIIMX, IMOMAaBIINX
B PYKH MPOTHUBHUKA, OTHOCHUTEIBHO KOTOPBIX HUMEIOTCS MOJO03pPEHUS, UYTO OHU
nepebexxunku. Ciaeayer yka3blBaTh MMs, BOMHCKYIO YacTh, MECTO POXKICHUS U
Onmxaimmx poz[CTBeHHI/IKOB16

N3 nutmpyeMoro JOKyMEHTa MOKHO CHENaThb BBIBOA, YTO BepxoBHOE
KOMaHJIOBaHUE BE€pMaxTa MPEAIOYNTAIO WCKaTh MPHUUYMHY IIEPEX0Jia CBOMX COJIAT
Ha CTOPOHY MPOTHUBHUKA HE B MaJ€HUH OOEBOTO JyXa, a B MIPUUUHAX OJUTHUECKOTO
Xapakrepa.

B marepumanax pasBenoTaena HEMEUKOW 3- TOPHONEXOTHOW AWMBH3MM [ pyrmbl
apmuii «fOr» ectb cBefeHusi, yTo B HosiOpe 1943 r. Tam paccmaTpuBaluCh Jena
JIECSITU TOPHBIX erepeid, KOTOphIe Ae3epTUPOBaiu U3 cBoei uactu. [IpaBna, Oonbiei
YacThl0 O3TU D3MH30[bI OTHOCHUJIHMCH KO BPEMEHH CEHTAOPHCKOTO OTCTYIUICHUS
muBu3uu. llepexon opHoro w3 conjgar Ha crTopoHy KpacHoit apmuu  Obul
MOATBEPKIAEH COOTBETCTBYIOIIMM paguonepexBaToM. OcrTalbHble B TaKOBBIX

18 Fernschreiben 31.01.43 am AOK2. No. 175/43 // NARA. T-312 roll 1215 fram 1076.
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HAMEPEHHSIX IOJI03PEBATHC . Ele dYeThlpe delIoBeKa OBUIM 3alOf03PEHBI B
nepexozie Ha cropory KpacHoii apmun B okTsi6pe 1943 r.'°

K coxxaneHnro, HalTH MOATBEPKICHNUE YIIOMSHYTBIM ClIy4asM IEpPEeX0aa TOPHBIX
erepell B IOKYMEHTax COBETCKOW CTOPOHBI HE yAanock. Ho Mbpl MOKEM 10 aHAIIOTUH
OTIepUpOBaTh JaHHBIMU TI0 Jpyrod guBu3uu (106-i 1MexoTHOI), BOEBaBIICH B
coctaBe ['pynmel apmuii «¥Or». CormacHo aokymeHTtam [[AMO, c ceHTs0pst 1o
nexadbpb 1943 r. u3 yacteit 106-ii mexoTHOM AMBHU3UU NepenuIo Ha cTopony KpacHoii
apmun 12 uenoBek. Eine oiuH 6bUT yOUT IIPU MOMBITKE ITEpexoa .

B Hamem pacnopspkeHMM MMEIOTCS TakKe CBOJHBIE JIaHHBIE O IepeldexunKax
Ipymmsr apmuii «Cesepy 3a 1943 1.%° ITH naHmHbIe MOMyYeHbI CIUIOUIHOM 06pabOTKO#
CPOYHBIX JOHEeceHH 16-i1 u 18-i1 apmuii, noqunHenHbIX [ pynne apmuii. C 24 sHBaps
nmo 29 nekabps 3adukcupoano 103 mnepebexuuka (0e3 yuera mnepeOEKUYNKOB
250-i1 ucnaHckoil nuBuszuM). [IpuHMMas BO BHHMMaHuE OOBEKTUBHYIO HEIOJHOTY
HEMEIKUX JIaHHBIX (CBSI3aHHYIO C TE€M, YTO HEKOTOpbIE MEPEOEKUMKU CUUTAINUCH
MPOMABIIMMHU O€3 BECTH), a TAaKK€ OTCYTCTBUE CBEACHHI 3a ampesib—Maid, MOYKHO
MpeAnojararb, 4YTo JACHCTBUTENBHOE YHUCIO MEpeleamnx Ha cTopoHy KpacHoii
apMHH coJijaT BepMaxTa Kojebsercs B mpenenax 120—-150 genosek. CrnenoBarenbHo,
qucio nepedexunkoB B 1943 1. Mo cpaBHEHUIO C MPEIBIIYILIHUM I'0JI0M YBEIMUUIOChH
IIPUMEPHO B IAATh pa3. [Ipu 3TOM Hazmo yunTeiBaTh, yTO BepMaxT B 1943 r. He Tepnen
Ha CEBEPHOM YYacTKe (DpOHTA TAKUX COKPYIIMTENIbHBIX MOPAKEHUH, KaK HA FO)KHOM.

[IpuBeneM CBOAHBIE AAaHHBIE IO HALMOHAJIBHOCTH IEPEOEKUYUKOB: HEMIBI —
57 gen., nmonsiku — 20, ypokeHisl JlrokcemOypra — 5, amb3acipl — 11, dyexu wu
JATBIIIN — IO 3 4ejl., HAIMOHAIBHOCTh OCTAJIBHBIX B JOKYMEHTAaX HE yKa3aHa. JTa
nH(popManus HE JaeT HaM KaKMX-JTM0O0 HEOXXHJAHHBIX pe3yJbTaToB. Jloms kuTenei
AHHEKCUPOBAHHBIX ['epMaHMel TEPPUTOPHUM Cpeau MEPEUICAIINX Ha CTOPOHY
KpacHoil apMyn 3HAUUTENBHO BBILIE TOJM KOPEHHBIX HEMIIEB B BEpMaxTe. JTO TOKE
BIIOJIHE O00BsicHUMO. Kak TOJbKO BOEHHas CUTyalusi U3MEHWIACh HE B IMOJIb3Y
['epmanum, ee «BHOBb NPUOOPETEHHBbIE» MOJIAHHBIE Cpa3y K€ cAejadd BbIOOp B
M0JIb3y BEPOSATHOTO MOOEIUTES.

K coxaneHuto, Mbl BBIHYXKJEHbl OrPaHUYHUTHCS CTATUCTUKOW TOJBKO IO
CEBEPHOMY YUYaCTKY COBETCKO-TE€pPMAHCKOTO (pOHTA, TaK KaK MPOBEICHUE aHaln3a
[0 LIEHTPAJIbHOMY U F0)KHOMY HAIpaBJICHUSIM TpeOyeT NMPUBIICUEHHS] 3HAUUTEIHHO
00JIbI1IEr0 MAacCUBA IOKYMEHTOB.

1 Tatigkeitsbericht flier dem Monat November 43. Abt. 1c. / NARA. T-315 roll 0182, fram
000127.

'® Tam »e. Fram 000009.

19 OmnpocHsbie TuCcTH BoeHHOTUIeHHBIX // [TAMO. @. 500. On. 12486. 1. 207. JI. 24-135.

20 Morgen-, Zwischen- und Tagesmeldungen AOK.16 und AOK.18 // NARA. T-312 roll 588,
589, 607, 858, 883, 917.
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3akiiroueHue

Kak u mobast npyras apmusi, BepMaxT He ObLI 3aCTpaxoBaH OT TAaKOTO SIBICHHUS,
KaKk TepexojJi BOCHHOCTYXKAIllMX Ha CTOpPOHY mpoTuBHUKA. [Ipeobianarommmu
MOTHBaMHU MepeO0eKYMKOB, HAUMHAsA ¢ 3UMHEW kammaHuu 1942 r., cTaid MOTHUBBI
auyHoro xapakrtepa. Co3HaTeIbHBIX MPOTUBHUKOB pPEXKHMMa ObUIO OTHOCUTEIBHO
HEMHOTO.

Poct uncina nepebekUnKOB CTall 3aMETEH C 3UMHeN KamnaHuu 1943 r., yTo HanuIo
CBOE OTpa)X€HHE B JOKYMEHTAaX KOMaHJIOBaHWs BepMmaxTa. [IpociexuBaercs yeTkas
3aBUCUMOCTh MEXKJy OOCTaHOBKOW Ha ()POHTE U YUCIOM MEPEeOeKUMKOB, JaKe BHE
3aBUCHUMOCTH OT MHTEHCHUBHOCTH OOEBBIX JIEUCTBUI HA KOHKPETHOM ydacTke. Takxke
OJTHO3HAYHO MOYKHO YTBEpXAaTh, YTO CYIIECTBEHHAs JOJI CPEau MepeOeKUYnKOB
MIPUHAJJIEkKATa BOCHHOCTYKAIIMM HEHEMEIIKAX HAIMOHAJIBHOCTEN.

JlanpHenee n3y4eHrne TEMbI CBSA3aHO C BBISIBIICHUEM U aHAJIN30M CTATUCTUYECKUX
JAHHBIX TI0 HEHTPAILHOMY M FO)KHOMY YYacTKaM COBETCKO-TE€PMAHCKOTO (PpOHTA.
OTO TO3BOJUT NOATBEPAUTH WIM CKOPPEKTHUPOBATh BBIBOABI, CHECIAaHHBIE HA
OCHOBaHMU MaTepuanos [ 'pynmel apmuit «CeBep».

) ) s
—t 'ﬁlt,) —t
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Introduction

In the history of all wars that have ever taken place, there has always been such a
phenomenon as defection of military personnel to the enemy’s side. No army was
immune from this, although the scale of the phenomenon, and therefore the number
of defectors, in different countries (and in different historical periods) varied.

Most dictionaries interpret the term “defector” in approximately the same way: a
serviceman who has gone over to the enemy’s side and surrendered to the enemy." It
should be noted that the authors consider it necessary to clearly distinguish between
two categories of prisoners of war — defectors and those who voluntarily surrendered
(in questionnaires these categories often merge). With rare exceptions,” going over to
the side of the Red Army was a deliberate act, not stimulated by a specific (not
general) combat situation. VVoluntary surrender, as a rule, occurred in cases when a
serviceman could not or did not want to put up resistance in a critical situation.

Various aspects of work with prisoners of war of the German army and its allies at
the Soviet—German front are considered in the studies of A. Blank, I. Vlasova,
V. Vsevolodov, V. Konasov, A. Kuz'minykh, and E. Scherstjanoi.> However, it was
not possible to identify any special literature devoted to defectors, with the exception

LV.F. Nikitchenko, ed., Dictionary of Counterintelligence [in Russian] (Moscow: Nauchno-
izdatel'skii otdel Vysshei Krasnoznamennoi shkoly KGB, 1972), 200.

2 There was a recorded case when a defector crossed the front line to avoid punishment for
misconduct when on duty.

® A. Blank, Die deutschen Kriegsgefangenen in der UdSSR (Kéln: Pahl-Rugenstein Verlag,
1979); A.S. Blank, and B. Level’, Our goal is a Free Germany. From the History of the Antifascist
Movement for a Free Germany. (1943-1945) [in Russian] (Moscow: Mysl', 1969); I.V. Vlasova,
“Work with Prisoners of War in the Rear Areas of the Soviet Fronts during the Great Patriotic War”
[in Russian] (PhD diss., Institute of Military History of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian
Federation, 1994); V.A. Vsevolodov, “Interaction between Political Agencies of the Red Army and
the National Committee for a Free Germany in the Fight against Fascism (1943-1945)” [in
Russian] (PhD diss., Lomonosov Moscow State University, 1991); V.B. Konasov, “The Policy of
the Soviet State Regarding German Prisoners of War (1941-1956)” [in Russian] (Doctoral diss.,
Institute of Military History of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, 1998);
A.L. Kuz'minykh, Military Captivity and Internment in the USSR (1939-1956) [in Russian]
(Vologda: Drevnosti Severa, 2016); A.L. Kuz'minykh, “The System of Military Captivity and
Internment in the USSR: Genesis, Functioning, Camp Experience (1939-1956)” [in Russian]
(Doctoral diss., Northern (Arctic) Federal University named after M.V. Lomonosov, 2014);
E. Scherstjanoi, Captivity in the East (1941-1945). Memoirs and Experience of German Soldiers
[in Russian] (Voronezh: Izdatel'stvo O.Yu. Aleinikova, 2016).
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of the article by B. Khavkin about the fate of antifascist defectors in the USSR,
published in Nezavisimoe voennoe obozrenie [Independent military review].*

In the work presented to the readers’ attention, relying on a number of available
sources, the authors tried to draw attention to the topic of studying the defection of
Wehrmacht soldiers to the the Red Army in 1941-43. The choice of the period was
determined both by the preservation of German captured documents and by the
peculiarities of the period under consideration, when the dynamics of defection was
largely determined by the changes in the course of military operations. At the same
time, information about military defectors from the armies of satellite countries of the
Third Reich was also analyzed in a comparative sense.

Sources

The article relies on such sources as archival documents of the Central Archive of
the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, posted on the website Pamyat'
naroda [Memory of the people], as well as documents of the branch of the Central
Archive of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation (TSAMO) in Gatchina
(formerly the Central Archive of the Navy). As a rule, these documents record the
facts of defection of enemy military personnel to the side of the Red Army. Quite
often, especially in the documents of intelligence agencies, one can find
guestionnaires of defectors indicating both biographical data and information about
the motives that made them make such a decision. Of special value are the materials
of the TSAMO fonds no. 500, which has been recently posted on the website of the
Russian—German project for digitization of German documents in the archives of the
Russian Federation, and especially opis' no. 12486, which contains a large number of
questionnaires of prisoners of war and defectors.”

* B.L. Khavkin, “Antifascist Defectors in the USSR. What Happened to the Former Wehrmacht
Soldiers” [in Russian], Nezavisimoe voennoe obozrenie, August 25, 2022, accessed June 27, 2023,
https://nvo.ng.ru/history/2022-08-25/1_1203_history.html

> “Formulyary Razvedyvatel'nogo upravleniya Krasnoi Armii po chastyam vermakhta i ego
soyuznikov, a takzhe Vaffen-SS” [Forms of the Intelligence Directorate of the Red Army on the
units of the Wehrmacht and its allies and the Waffen-SS], f. 500, op. 12486, Rossiisko-germanskii
proekt po otsifrovke germanskikh dokumentov v arkhivakh Rossiiskoi Federatsii [Russian—German
project for digitization of German documents in the archives of the Russian Federation], accessed
June 10, 2023, https://wwii.germandocsinrussia.org/ru/nodes/22723-opis-12486-formulyary-
razvedyvatelnogo-upravleniya-krasnoy-armii-po-chastyam-vermahta-i-ego-soyuznikov-a-takzhe-
vaffen-ss
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A captured German shows information that interests a Soviet soldier on a map.
Photo by Natalya Bode. Not earlier than the summer of 1943
Source: “Natalya Bode: Continuation.” Voennoe obozrenie, July 3, 2013.
https://topwar.ru/30305-natalya-bode-prodolzhenie.html

The questionnaires of defectors differed from the questionnaires of ordinary
prisoners of war. As for defectors, the interviewer assumed in advance that the given
serviceman had certain reasons for transmitting the information that was of interest
to military intelligence. As a rule, those hopes came true. We know of only one case
where the testimony of a defector aroused suspicion on the Soviet side. On April 30,
1942, a soldier of the 44™ Infantry Division, Austrian Albert Guettari, defected to the
Red Army. The defector stated that, being a communist, he acted for ideological
reasons. However, Guettari answered questions of a military nature vaguely,
referring to unawareness. The interviewers quite reasonably assumed that the
Austrian could be an agent of German intelligence.® At the same time, it is incorrect
to assume that the incompleteness of the testimony could have been the basis for
suspicion against the defector. If a defector arrived at the front recently (for example,
in a march battalion), that was pointed out in the questionnaire and served as an
excuse for the lack of information received from him.

6 “Oprosnyi list Al'berta Gutari” [Questionnaire of Albert Guettari]. F. 500, op. 12486, d. 173,
I. 35. Tsentral'nyi arkhiv Ministerstva oborony Rossiiskoi Federatsii [Central Archive of the
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation] (TSAMO), Moscow, Russia.
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Photojournalist O. Knorring and cameraman . Malov are filming the interrogation of a captured
German Obergefreiter.
Photo by Viktor Kinelovskii. July 7, 1943
Source: Voennyi al'bom. Fotografii Vtoroi mirovoi i Velikoi Otechestvennoi voiny (1939-1945)
[Military album. Photographs of the Second World War and the Great Patriotic War (1939-1945)].
https://waralbum.ru/50674/

Motives

Defection of a serviceman to the enemy’s side is undoubtedly a rather difficult
decision. In addition to the ever-present danger of dying in war, a potential defector is
affected by the fear of being detained while attempting to defect, with subsequent
repression not only against him personally but also against his family members
remaining in their homeland. Therefore, it is of great interest to find out what
motivated the Wehrmacht military personnel to make such a difficult decision.

It is worth noting that in Soviet documents the motives that forced the Wehrmacht
soldier to defect to the side of the Red Army are not always mentioned. According to
our calculations, this question was of interest to the interviewers in approximately
20% of cases. It was of even lesser interest to the German command, which, as will
be shown below, preferred to look for simple explanations. Therefore, our reasoning
will be hypothetical to a certain extent.

It can be assumed that during the first period of the war, Wehrmacht servicemen
most often defected to the Red Army for ideological reasons. Most of the defectors
upheld left-wing views. The most famous among them was Alfred Liskow, who

Historia Provinciae - the Journal of Regional History, 2023, vol. 7, no. 4
1494 ISSN 2587-8344 (online)



Interdisciplinary
discussion
platform

R.I. Larintsev, and A.N. Zablotskii. Defectors from the Wehrmacht at the
Soviet-German Front in 1941-1943 (on the problem statement)

defected to the Red Army on June 21, 1941.7 Let us also name Franz Gold, who
crossed the front line in September 1941 and became an active antifascist in captivity
and later, the first German defector to be awarded a Soviet military order.® However,
German soldiers also often found themselves on the opposite side of the front line as
a result of their religious beliefs. For instance, on May 17, 1942, Karl Kurze who
served in the 71% Infantry Division crossed the front line. Both he and his family were
devout Catholics. It was dissatisfaction with Hitler’s anti-clerical policies that led
Kurze to the decision to voluntarily surrender.’

Former German soldier Alfred Liskow, who warned about the outbreak of war with the USSR.
Photo by Victor Temin. 1941
Source: Voennyi al'bom. Fotografii Vtoroi mirovoi i Velikoi Otechestvennoi voiny (1939-1945)
[Military album. Photographs of the Second World War and the Great Patriotic War (1939-1945)].
https://waralbum.ru/363700/

" B.L. Khavkin, “Antifascist Defectors in the USSR. What Happened to the Former Wehrmacht
Soldiers” [in Russian], Nezavisimoe voennoe obozrenie, August 25, 2022, accessed June 27, 2023,
https://nvo.ng.ru/history/2022-08-25/1_1203_history.html

8v. Gorynya, “Former Participants in the Movement for a Free Germany in the Military
Institutions of the GDR” [in Russian], in The Tragedy of Captivity: Proceedings of the International
Scientific and Practical Conference “The End of the War, the Completion of the Activities of the
NKFD/BDO and the Beginning of Repatriation of Prisoners of War” (Moscow—Krasnogorsk,
October 31 — November 2, 1995), ed. V.A. Vsevolodov (Krasnogorsk: Memorial'nyi muzei
nemetskikh antifashistov, 1996), 79-85.

° “Oprosnyi list Karla Kurtse” [Questionnaire of Karl Kurze]. F. 500, op. 12486, d. 187, 1. 23.
TsAMO.
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During the period of the first major crisis of the German army, in the winter of
1941/1942, personal considerations also began to play a significant role in the
motives for defecting to the enemy’s side. Thus, in February 1942, two defectors
were recorded in the zone of the 34"™ Army of the North-Western Front. While the
first one was a soldier of Polish origin in an ordinary linear unit, the second one
served in the SS Division Totenkopf. Both defectors had similar motives: they were
poorly fed, there was no warm clothing, and they were tired of fighting.'® From the
second half of 1942, such motives clearly began to prevail.

o I p - v
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Two German defectors surrender to the soldiers of the Red Army.
Photo by Natalya Bode. September 1941
Source: “Natalya Bode: Continuation.” Voennoe obozrenie, July 3, 2013.
https://topwar.ru/30305-natalya-bode-prodolzhenie.html

At the turn of 1941/1942, there appeared another reason for Wehrmacht soldiers of
non-German ethnicity to defect to the Red Army. Having learned about the formation
of the Polish army of General Wladystaw Anders (Anders' Army) in the Soviet
Union, some Poles crossed the front line with the intention of joining their
compatriots. For example, this is what was said during the interrogation at the
Southwestern Front intelligence agencies by Theodor Hahua, a soldier of the
133" Working Battalion, who voluntarily surrendered before January 20, 1942 (it is

10 «Zhurnal boevykh deistvii 34-i armii za fevral' 1942 g.” [War diary of the 34" Army for
February 1942]. F. 389, op. 4690, d. 215, Il. 33, 42. TSAMO.
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still impossible to establish more precisely based on the available documents).™
Later, when Free French Forces (first the squadron and then the Normandie—Niemen
Fighter Regiment) appeared at the Soviet—-German front, there was an instance when
a native of Alsace defected in order to serve in the army of General de Gaulle.™

Even the study of a relatively small number of questionnaires (a total of
93 questionnaires were identified, of which 17 stated the motives) that mention the
causes for defection gives reason to say that personal motives prevailed over
ideological ones among defectors. Consequently, enemy soldiers were generally
guided by the desire to save their lives rather than rejection of the Hitler regime.

Number of defectors

Of course, instances of defection in 1941-42 were not widespread, but this
phenomenon cannot be called exceptional either. Let us present summary data on
defectors for the second half of 1942, reflected in the documents of the intelligence
agencies of the Leningrad and Volkhov fronts and obtained in the form of
intelligence reports at the headquarters of the Baltic Fleet Air Force.”® According to
the Soviet documents, no less than 16 persons defected to the Red Army during that
period. During a random check of the documents of the 18" Army of Army Group
North (Army Group North (Heeresgruppe Nord), it was possible to find references to
only five defectors (group defections in July 1942)."

However, it should be noted that the real number of defectors was greater, since
nine Spanish soldiers from the Blue Division and one soldier of the 56" Police
Battalion who died while trying to cross the border were not taken into account.

The incompleteness of information about defectors in German documents is clearly
visible in the materials of fonds 500 of the TSAMO. The form with the information
on the 79" Infantry Division contains questionnaires for four soldiers of the division
who defected to the Red Army in July—September 1942."> None of them are
mentioned in the documents of the 79th Infantry Division stored in the US National
Archives, although the documents for that period are well preserved.

! «Zhurnal boevykh deistvii Yugo-Zapadnogo fronta” [War diary of the Southwestern Front].
F. 229, op. 161, d. 802, I. 59. TSAMO.

12 «Oprosnyi list voenoplennogo Paulya EDGARD” [Questionnaire of prisoner of war Paul
EDGARD]. F. 500, op. 12486, d. 157, |. 32. TSAMO.

B “Razvedyvatel'naya informatsiya shtaba VVS” [Intelligence information of the Air Force
Headquarters]. F. 596, op. 41, d. 17, I. 37 ob. etc. Tsentral'nyi voenno-morskoi arkhiv [Central
Naval Archive] (TsSVMA), Gatchina, Russia.

4 Kriegstagebuch des HGr Nord. Juli — Dezember 194. Fram 8499738, 8499809. National
Archives and Records Administration (NARA).

1> «Oprosnye listy na voennosluzhashchikh 79-i pekhotnoi divizii” [Questionnaires of military
personnel of the 79" Infantry Division]. F. 500, op. 12486, d. 193, Il. 117-122. TSAMO.
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Rapid deterioration of the situation at the Eastern Front at the turn of 1942-43 had
a direct impact on the number of Wehrmacht soldiers who decided to voluntarily
surrender to the Red Army. This is especially noticeable in the situation on the
southern flank of the Soviet-German front, where the front line began to
uncontrollably roll back to the west after the failure of revenge at Kursk.

The fact that the situation with the defection of Wehrmacht military personnel to
the Red Army began to take on a rather widespread character is evident because of
the instructions sent by the German High Command to the armies of the Eastern
Front on January 31, 1943. These instructions provided for changes to the form of
daily reports to be sent by formations and units of the German army to higher
command. Let us quote them from a document preserved in the fonds of the 2™ Field
Army of the Wehrmacht.

Recently, cases of German military personnel defecting to the enemy’s side have
become more frequent. In most cases, we are talking about persons who can be
considered politically unreliable. Some of them previously belonged to left-wing
parties, and some come from areas that have become part of the Reich only
recently. In one case, the defector belonged to a wide circle of anti-state
elements, as it was found out after getting to know more about the traitor’s
family members.

In order make such cases quickly identifiable in the future, it is necessary to
indicate in daily reports information about military personnel who have fallen
into the hands of the enemy and about whom there are suspicions that they are
defectors. Their name, military unit, place of birth and closest relatives should be
indicated.'®

From the cited document, one can conclude that the Wehrmacht High Command
preferred to look for the reason why its soldiers defected to the enemy’s side in the
factors of a political nature rather than in a loss of morale.

The materials of the intelligence department of the German 3™ Mountain Infantry
Division of Army Group South contain information that the cases of ten mountain
rangers who deserted from their unit were considered in November 1943. For the
most part, those episodes dated back to the division’s September retreat. The fact that
one soldier defected to the Red Army was confirmed by the corresponding radio
interception. The rest were only suspected of such intentions.” Four more persons
were suspected of defection to the Red Army in October 1943.*

18 Fernschreiben 31.01.43 am AOK2. No. 175/43. T-312, roll 1215, fram 1076. NARA.

7 Titigkeitsbericht fiir dem Monat November 43. Abt. lc. T-315, roll 0182, fram 000127.
NARA

'8 1bid., fram 000009.
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Unfortunately, it was not possible to find confirmation of the mentioned above
instances of mountain rangers’ defection in the documents of the Soviet side. But by
analogy, we can operate with data from another division (106" Infantry Division),
which fought as part of Army Group South. According to TSAMO documents, from
September to December 1943, 12 people from units of the 106" Infantry Division
defected to the Red Army. One more soldier was killed while attempting to cross the
border.”

We also have at our disposal summary data on defectors from Army Group North
for 1943.%° These data were obtained by continuous processing of urgent reports from
the 16™ Army and 18" Army, subordinate to Army Group North. From January 24 to
December 29, 103 defectors were registered (excluding defectors from the
250™ Spanish Division). Taking into account the objective incompleteness of German
data (due to the fact that some defectors were considered missing) as well as the lack
of information for April-May, we can assume that the actual number of Wehrmacht
soldiers who defected to the Red Army ranged between 120 and 150 people.
Consequently, the number of defectors in 1943 increased approximately fivefold
compared to the previous year. It should be taken into account that in 1943 the
Wehrmacht did not suffer such crushing defeats in the northern sections of the front
as it did in the southern ones.

Let us give summary data on the ethnicity of the defectors. There were
57 Germans, 20 Poles, 5 natives of Luxembourg, 11 natives of Alsace, 3 Czechs, and
3 Latvians. The nationality of the rest of them was not indicated in the documents.
This information does not lead us to any unexpected conclusions. The share of
residents of territories annexed by Germany among the defectors to the Red Army is
significantly higher than the share of native Germans in the Wehrmacht. This is also
quite understandable. As soon as the military situation changed not in Germany’s
favor, its “newly acquired” subjects immediately made a choice in favor of the new
likely winner.

Unfortunately, we are forced to limit ourselves to statistics only for the northern
part of the Soviet-German front, since conducting an analysis on the central and
southern directions requires the use of a much larger corpus of documents.

Conclusion
Like any other army, the Wehrmacht was not immune from the phenomenon of
military personnel defecting to the enemy’s side. Starting from the winter campaign

19 «Oprosnye listy voennoplennykh” [Questionnaires of prisoners of war]. F. 500, op. 12486,
d. 207, 1l. 24-135. TSAMO.

20 Morgen-, Zwischen- und Tagesmeldungen AOK.16 und AOK.18. T-312, roll 588, 589, 607,
858, 883, 917. NARA.
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of 1942, motives of a personal nature were predominant among the defectors. There
were relatively few conscious opponents of the regime.

The increase in the number of defectors became noticeable during the winter
campaign of 1943, which was reflected in the documents of the Wehrmacht
command. There is a clear correlation between the situation at the front and the
number of defectors, even regardless of the intensity of hostilities in a particular area.
It can also be unequivocally stated that a significant proportion of the defectors
belonged to military personnel of non-German nationalities.

Further study of the topic should be related to the identification and analysis of
statistical data on the central and southern parts of the Soviet—German front. This will
make it possible to confirm or correct the conclusions drawn on the basis of the
materials from Army Group North.
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