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AnHoranusi. Vcropuorpaduss rubenm poccuiickoro ummeparopa Hwukomas II, ero cembu u
MPUOIMKEHHBIX TTOMOJIHWIIACh HOBOW KHUTOW. MoHorpadus m3BectHoro ucropuka E.B. ITuenora
«JapeyOuiictBo 1918 roga: UCTOUHUKH, BOIPOCHI, Bepcun», Boimeamas B 2020 r. B u3gareabCcTBe
Poccuiickoro rocynapcTBEHHOIO TI'yMaHHWTapHOIO YHMBEPCHUTETa, OCHOBAaHAa Ha pe3yJbTaTax
HMCTOYHUKOBEUYECKOIO aHain3a HEKOTOPBIX BOIMPOCOB, CBA3AHHBIX C THOENBIO IMpeACTaBUTENCH
POCCHICKOTO MMIIEPATOPCKOTO AoMa Ha Ypaine B roasl ['paxmaHckoil BoiHbl. KHura cocrout us
YeThIpeX pa3zenoB (IVIaB), B KOTOPBIX pa3OMUparoOTCs COOTBETCTBEHHO YETHIPE IMCKYCCHOHHBIX U
HEJ0CTATOYHO M3yYEHHBIX TIPOOJIEMBI B paMKaX yKa3aHHOU Tembl. [lepBas riiaBa KHUTH MTOCBSIICHA
3araJjOuHol Cyap0e JTOKYMEHTOB O€orBap/IeiCKOro CIEACTBUS MO Ay 00 YOWIHCTBE IapCKOi
CeMbH, IIPU ITOM aBTOP MPUXOJIUT K BBIBOJY, YTO MAaT€pHAIIbl, COXPAHUBIINECA B Pa3HBIX YroJIKax
MHUpa, B LIEJIOM IO3BOJIAIOT PEKOHCTPYMPOBATh COAEpPKAHUE OAMHHAILATH TOMOB CIIEIACTBEHHBIX
MaTtepuanaoB. Bo BTopoil wacTu paboThl paccMaTpuBaeTcs MpodiieMa WHTEPIPETallud HaXOJOK,
cnenannbix cienoBateneM H.A. CokonoBbIM B paifoHe pynHuka ['aHuHa sima, r1e Obuia COXOKeHa
ollex/1a Moruldmmx. ABTOp BBIpaKaeT HECOTJAacHe C BbIBOJAMHU OEIIOro cjeioBaTess O MOJTHOM
YHUUTOKEHUU OCTaHKOB PoMaHOBBIX. TpeTuil pa3zaen KHUTH OCBEIIAET AUCKYCCHOHHYIO TPoOiieMy
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«3araJIouHbIx» Hajanucen B noxasaie nqoma H.H. MnateeBa, rae Obuta paccTpensiHa UMIepaTopcKas
ceMmbs. E.B. [TuennoB cTaBUT 1OJ COMHEHHE «MHUCTHUYECKYIO» U «KaOOaIMCTUYECKYI0» MOAOIUIEKY
9TUX HAANMCEH, XOTSA MOJYEPKUBAET, YTO HEOOXOAMMO HX JajbHelllee HaydHOe u3ydeHue. B
3aKJIIOUMTEIBHON TIJIaBE€ aBTOp IpeularaeT pelIeHHe BOMpoca, JaBaja M MOCKBa B JIMIE
B.U. Jlenuna u .M. CBepanoBa cankuuio Ha yOuiictBo PomanoBeix B ExatepunOypre.
HccnenoBaTens NpuUXOAUT K OOOCHOBAHHOMY BBIBOJY O HAJIMYUU «HETJIACHOTO» pa3pelleHus
OOJIBIIIEBUCTCKOM BEPXYIIKM HA YHUYTOXKEHHE IAPCKOW CeMbU. B pereH3um OoTMeqaroTcs Kak
II0JIOKUTEIbHBIE CTOpPOHBI HccnenoBaHus E.B. IluenoBa, Tak M HEKOTOpbIE HETOYHBIE WU
HE/IOCTaTOYHO TIOJHBIE BBIBOJBI aBTOPA, OOYCIIOBJIEHHBIC, C OJHOH CTOPOHBI, UTHOPUPOBAHHEM
IpeaiiecTByrouel ucropuorpaguu, a ¢ JAPYyrod CTOPOHBI, YHPOILIEHHBIM IOHUMaHHEM
«HCTOYHUKOBEIYECKOTO MTOAX01a» KaK ONOPBI UCKIYUTEIBLHO HA «MMEIOIINEC HCTOYHUKN.
KuroueBble ciaoBa: ['paxxnanckas BoifHa, rubenb Llapckoll cembH, eKaTepuHOYPICKHE OCTaHKH,
paccieloBaHUE, HUCTOPUYECKUN HCTOYHUK, HMCTOYHUKOBeAeHue, Memyapbl, Hwukonan I,
B.. Jlenun, .M. Cepaiion

Jasi umtupoBanmsi: Kwusazee M.A. Vctopus tubenu Huxomas Il m ero cembu depe3 mpusMy
ucToyHuKoBeaeHus. Peyensus na: Iluenos E.B. LapeyOuiictBo 1918 roma: nCTOYHMKH, BOIPOCHI,
Bepcuu. Mocksa: PITY, 2020 // Historia provinciae — xypHall perHoHaiIbHOM uctopun. 2022. T. 6,
Ne 1. C. 298-321, https://doi.org/10.23859/2587-8344-2022-6-1-8

The story of the death of Nicholas II and his family
through the prism of source study

Review of Pchelov, E.V. Tsareubiistvo 1918 goda: istochniki, voprosy, versii
[The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions]. Moscow: RGGU, 2020.

Abstract. The historiography of the death of Russian Emperor Nicholas II, his family and retinue
has been replenished with a new book. The monograph by famous historian Evgenii Pchelov The
Regicide of 1918: Sources, Questions, and Versions published in 2020 by the publishing house of
the Russian State University for the Humanities is based on the results of a source analysis of some
issues related to the death of the members of the Russian imperial house in the Urals during the
Civil War. The book consists of four sections (chapters), which respectively deal with four
debatable and insufficiently studied issues within the framework of this topic. The first chapter of
the book is dedicated to the mysterious fate of the documents of the White Guard investigation of
the case of the murder of the tsar’s family. The author comes to the conclusion that the extant
materials from different parts of the world, in general, make it possible to reconstruct the contents
of eleven volumes of the case files. The second part of the work deals with the issue of
interpretation of the finds made by investigator Nikolai Sokolov in the area of the Ganina Yama
mine where the clothes of the victims were burned. The author disagrees with the conclusions of the
White investigator about the complete destruction of the Romanovs’ remains. The third section of
the book covers the controversial issue of “mysterious” inscriptions in the basement of the Ipatiev
House, where the imperial family was shot. Evgenii Pchelov questions the mystical and cabbalistic
background of these inscriptions, although he emphasizes that their further scientific study is
necessary. In the final chapter, the author proposes a solution to the issue of whether Moscow
represented by Vladimir Lenin and Yakov Sverdlov sanctioned the murder of the Romanovs in
Yekaterinburg. The researcher comes to a reasonable conclusion about the presence of a tacit
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permission from the top Bolsheviks to destroy the tsar’s family. The review notes both positive
aspects of Evgenii Pchelov’s research and some inaccurate or insufficient conclusions of the author
which were caused by ignoring the previous historiography, on the one hand, and by a simplified
understanding of the source-study approach as relying solely on “available sources,” on the other
hand.

Keywords: Russian Civil War, death of the Tsar’s family, Yekaterinburg remains, investigation,
historical source, source study, memoirs, Nicholas II, Vladimir Lenin, Yakov Sverdlov

For citation: Knyazev, M. “The story of the death of Nicholas II and his family through the prism
of source study. Review of Pchelov, E.V. Tsareubiistvo 1918 goda: istochniki, voprosy, versii [The
regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions]. Moscow: RGGU, 2020. Historia provinciae —
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BBenenue

Tema rnoemn Huxomas II, ero cempun wu
npubmkeHHbix B ExatepunOypre B 1918 r. gaBHO
MpUBNEKAeT BHUMaHME HcciemoBateneii’. W 1o
HEYJIMBUTEIBHO, TaK Kak OeccyiHOe YOUNCTBO OBIBILIETO
MOHApXa, €ro CYIpPYrd U IATEPBIX AETEW CTajo He Hapey6HﬁCTB0
TOJIBKO OJIHUM W3 KITFOUEBBIX COOBITHH [ 'paxkmaHckoit 1948 roaa
Boitnpl B Poccum, HO wu, TWO CyTH, mpepBajo dilis s
CYILIECTBOBAHHE TPEXCOTJIETHEW AMHACTUM POMaHOBBIX.
OOcTaHOBKa CEKPETHOCTM M TAMHCTBEHHOCTH, B
KOTOPOM Mpou3olia T. H. «Ka3Hb», CcTajla MPUYMHOU
MOSIBJICHUST OOJIBIIIOT0 KOJUYECTBA JIUTEPATYPHI IO ITOU

TeME€ — OT XYJO0KECTBEHHO-ITyOJIUIUCTUYECKONH [0
CHEeIHUATbHO-HAYYHO. Onnako MOTBITKA
PEKOHCTPYKIIUU MIPEABICTOPUU MIPECTYIUIEHUS,

MoApOOHOCTE YOMHCTBA, a TAaKXKE COKpPBITUS €ro CIe[OoB, NpeANpUHUMAeMble B
ucropuorpaduu B TeYEHUE CTa JIET, HE TOJIBKO HE MPUBEIU K «CHATHIO» BOMPOCOB,
HO U TOPOJWIM HEMAaJIO€ KOJIMYECTBO JIUCKYCCHOHHBIX MpoOieM. Ha koM nexut
MEePCOHANIbHAS OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a THOENh HMMIEPATOPCKON CEMbH, KTO OTHaBal

' Cwm., manpumep: Menveynos C.I1. Cynpba ummeparopa Huxomas II mocne oTpeucHms:

UCTOPUKO-KpUTHUECKHe odepku. Mocksa: Beue, 2005; Hogge I'.3. Peomouus u cynanba
PomanoBeix. MockBa: Pecnybmuka, 1992; bByparnos FO.A., Xpycmanee B.M. YOunupl uaps.
Yuuuroxxkenne auHactuu. MockBa: Teppa, 1997; [lnomnuxos U.®. IlpaBma uctopuu. ['nGenn
Hapckoit Cembu. ExarepunOypr: Cep/uioBcKas pernoHajgbHas oOIIeCTBEHHAst OopraHuzanus «3a
JTyXOBHOCTBH ¥ HPaBCTBEHHOCTHY, 2003; Jlvikosa JI.A. Cnencteue no aemny o0 yOUHCTBE pOCCHIICKOM
uMIiepaTopckoit cempr. Mcropuorpaduyeckuii u apxeorpaduueckuii ouepk. Mocksa: POCCIIOH,
2007; Mynvmamynu I[1.B. Huxonaii II: Jlopora na T'onrody: CBumerenscTByss 0 XpHUCTE 0
cmeptu. ... MockBa: ACT: Actpens, 2010; /Kyk FO.A. BonpocutenbHble 3Haku B «LlapckoM nene».
Cankr-IlerepOypr: BXB-Ilerepoypr, 2013; Obonenckuii A.A., Aeadscanan 3.1 1lapckas J0XKb:
utoru paccienoBanus. Cankt-IlerepOypr: HITK «Owmeray, 2020.
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IpHKa3, a KTO ObUI MCIOJHUTEIEM 3TOW MOJUTUYECKOW aKIMH, YTO MPOU3OILIO C
octaHkamMM youTslx B noasaiie ngoma H.H. MnateeBa — 3TH BOmpOCHl 1O CHX IOP
aKTUBHO OOCYXZArOTCsl B JIMUTEpaType, OJHAKO MJHCKyCcCHUA €Ille JajeKka oT
3aBEPILICHUS.

Jlath kBanmu(uUIUpPOBaHHbIE U HAYYHO OOOCHOBAaHHBIE OTBETHI Ha HEKOTOPHIC U3
ATUX CJOXXHBIX BOMPOCOB Mpu3BaHa Bblmienmas B koHie 2020 r. B U31aTENIbCTBE
Poccuiickoro rocyiapcTBEHHOr0 TI'yMaHHUTapHOIO YHHUBEPCUTETa MOHOrpadus
KaHIuJaTa HUCTOPUYECKUX HayK, 3aBeayloniero kadeapoil BCIOMOTaTeIbHbBIX
UCTOPUYECKUX JHUCHUIUIMH U apxeorpaduu McTopuko-apXMBHOIO HMHCTUTYTA
EBrenus BnagmmupoBuua IluenoBa mox HaszBanuem «llapeyOuiictBo 1918 ropa:
VICTOYHUKH, BOTIPOCHI, BEPCHI» .

[TosiBneHue 3Toi pabOTHl HA KHM)KHBIX MpPUJIaBKaX UMEHHO Ccelvyac HECIy4dailHo.
Jleno B Tom, uto B 2015 r. CneactBennnlii komuteT Poccuiickoit @enepanuu (CK
P®) Bo306HOBMII paccienoBaHue OOCTOATENBCTB TMOENN HAPCKOW CEMBbH, OAHAKO, B
oTiauuMe OT mpeabiayiero ciaeactsus 1993—1998 rr., B ero pamkax ObLIO pelIeHO
IPOBECTU MCTOPUKO-aPXUBHYIO OKCIEPTU3Y 00CTOsATENbCTB yOuiicta. s ee
ocymectBieHuss CK P® Owbin mpuniedeH psj KBaTU(PHUIIMPOBAHHBIX apXUBUCTOB,
UCTOPUKOB, B TOM 4YHCJIE M aBTOp pELEH3UpyeMoro usjnaHus. Bo wuzbexanue
HenopazyMenuil E.B. [IuenoB y:xe BO BBEICHHH MOJUYEPKHYJI, YTO COJEpIKAILUECS B
MOHOIrpauu pe3yiabTaTbl HCCIENOBAHUM, NPOBEACHHBIX B paMKaX HCTOPHUKO-
ApPXUBHOM DJKCHEPTU3bI, OTHIOJb HE SIBIAIOTCS «O(QULHUAIBHBIMU PE3YJIbTaTaMU»
CJIEJICTBUS, a MPEACTABIISAIOT COOOM JIMIIB «COIMYTCTBYIOIIUI» MaTepHal, JOOBITHIN B
XO0JI¢ HAy4HBIX H3bICKAHHI .

[Ipenynpexnaas BO3MOXHBIA BOIPOC MCKYIIEHHOI'O YUTATENIsl O HOBU3HE H
YHUKQJIBHOCTH IIPEJIaraéMoro TpyJa B CpPaBHEHUH C paboTaMH IPeNIIECTBEHHUKOB,
UCTOPUK OTMETWJ, YTO JaHHas MOHorpadus HamucaHa B pycle «cyryoo
HMCTOYHUKOBEAYECKOIO IOJIX0a», CYThb KOTOPOTO OIPENENSIETCS TaK: «OIMUPATHCS
MIPEXK/JIE BCEr0 Ha HMMEIOUIMECS MCTOYHMKHM M JIeJaTh BBIBOJBI TOJBKO Ha OCHOBE
aHanmM3a ux ceemeHmity’. Ho pa3Be 3ToT noaxon (B TpakroBke E.B. ITuenoBa) He
ABJIA€TCA 0a30BBIM JJIi BCEX HCTOPUYECKMX HCCIEIOBAaHUI, B TOM YHCIE
Kacaronuxcsi TeMbl THOEITU TIPEICTaBUTENICH UMITEPATOPCKOTO JomMa?

He moxer He BbI3BaTh BOIPOCOB U CIEAYIOLIEE yTBEPXkKACHHE (OCOOEHHO €ro
BTOpasi 4acTh):

B ocHOBe HacTosIIeH KHUTH JIKAT IMOYTH HCKIIOUHTEIBHO HEMOCPEICTBEHHO

JOKYMEHTBI, a TOTOMY CCBUIKH Ha HCTOPUOTPAdUIO TMPUBEICHBI JIHIIb I10
5

HEOOXOIUMOCTH .

? ITuenos E.B. HapeyOuiictBo 1918 roga: MCTOYHHMKH, BONPOCHI, BEPCUU / OTBETCTBEHHBII
penaktop A.b. be3doponos. Mocksa: PITY, 2020.

3 [Tuenos E.B. [{apeyOuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 7.

* [Tuenoe E.B. [{apeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 12.

> ITuenos E.B. 1lapey6uiictso 1918 roga: ncrounuxy, Bonpocs:, Bepcui. C. 12.
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OpHako UCHOJIb30BAaHUE HUCTOYHHUKOB, KakK OINYOJMKOBaHHBIX, TaK U
HEONyOJMKOBAHHBIX, OTHIOAb HE OTMEHSIET HEOOXOJAMMOCTA TPEIBAPSIONIETO
uccienoBaHue ucropuorpapuyeckoro o63opa. K coxkanenuio, BMECTO aHaln3a
JUTEPATYpPhl aBTOP OTPAHUYMUIICS TIEPEUUCIICHUEM «HAMOOJIee 3aCITyKHUBAIOIINX
BHUMaHHE paboT», XOTS HE MOSICHUII, 110 KAKUM KPUTEPUSIM ObLTH 0TOOpPaHbI UMEHHO
3Ti TpyAbl. OTMETHM, 4YTO W3 YKA3aHHBIX IIECTH AaBTOPOB JIHIIb TPOE HMEIOT
OTHOIIICHNE K aKaJeMUUYECKOH HCTOPUUECKOil Hayke’, B CIIMCOK BKJIIOUEHBI PabOTHI
reosiora’, 10pucTa’ u, HO-BHAMMOMY, )KYPHAINCTA . YUUTBIBAS STOT (AKT, BHI3BIBACT
YAUBIICHUE HE3ACIY)KEHHAs KpPUTHKAa B aJpec JOKTOpa MCTOPUYECKUX HaAyK
N.®. [ImoTHUKOBa, BUIHOTO CHEUHATMCTa MO MCTOPUM ['paKHaHCKOW BOMHBI,
KOTOpBIM, 10 MHeHuro [lyenoBa, okaszancsi «B IUICHY JIOXKHBIX CBEIACHUNY,
«TOJTHOCTHIO»  JOBEPHUBIIHNCH «(ATBIIMBBIM  JOKYMEHTAM H  BOCIOMHHAHUSIM
1. Meifepa 1 aGCONIOTHBIM BBIIyMKaM HceBnonucTopuka M. Bynnua»'’. OnHako B
cBoeM (yHIAMEHTAILHOM HMcCienoBaHun' ' IIIOTHUKOB 1an TOAPOOHBIN aHAIN3
BOCIIOMMHAHUK aBCTPUMCKOrO BOEHHOIUIEHHOro W.II. Meﬁepalz, OTMETHUB HX
BBICOKHM MCTOYHUKOBBIN MOTEHIINAJ, XOTSA U HE MCKIIOUWI UX YACTUYHOU WIIM JIaKe
noyiHo (aldpukanuu (kak, COOCTBEHHO, U T. H. «JIOKyMeHTOB Meiiepa» o rubemnu
napckoil cembi)°. B Mepy OCTOpPOKHOE OTHOLICHHE HCTOPUK MPOSBHI H K
n3BecTHOM KkHure W.JL ByHanM, MOJTUEPKHYB, YTO «BONPOC O CTEINECHU
JOCTOBEPHOCTH  MPUBOJAMMBIX  YKa3aHHBIM  aBTOPOM  JIOKYMEHTOB  TpeOyeT
JIOTIOTHUTENBHOI poBepkm» . TakiM 06pa3oM, YTBEPHKACHUE O MOTHOM «JOBEPHID
VYEHOTO K CBEJCHUSM YyKa3aHHBIX aBTOPOB SIBISETCS ommOO4YHBIM. bomnee Toro,
moHorpaduss WM.®. I[lnoTHHKOBa mNpuU3HAHA CHEHHAIMCTAMU W JABHO 3aHsUIa
JOCTOMHOE MecTO B ucTtopuorpaduu rudenu PomMaHOBBIX, a apryMeHTHPOBAHHOE
ONMOHUPOBAHUE YPATIBCKOMY MCTOPUKY, O€3yCIOBHO, TOJIbKO TOBBICHIIO Obl
BecomocTs oneHku E.B. [Tuenosa.

¢ Cm., Hanpumep: bypanos I0.A., Xpycmanes B.M. YOuiilibl njaps. YHUYTOKCHUE TUHACTHUH,
Jlvikosa JI.A. CneactBue 1o ieny 00 yOUiCTBE POCCHIICKON UMITEPAaTOPCKON CEMBH.

" Asoonun A.H. TaunHa siva: HCTOpHS TIOMCKOB OCTAHKOB IapcKou cembu. ExatepuHOypr:
Pean-Menua, 2013.

s Kyk FO.A. BonpocutenbHele 3HakH B «LlapckoM nene».

? Posanosa H.JI. [{apcTBennbie cTpactoTepnilsl. [TocmepTHas cynp6a. Mocksa: Barpuyc, 2008.

1 [Tuenos E.B. [{apeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 12.

" Tomnuros .. [TpaBma ucropuu. I'mdens Lapckoii Cembu.

2 Kax mnoru6mna napckas cembs. CBuaerenscTBo odeBuana M.IT. Meiiepa / mepeBon ¢
nemenkoro I1.A. KonoBaunmaa. Mocksa: ToBapuiiectBo «Bo3poxaenue» Beepoccuniickoro dhonaa
KyJabTyphl, 1990.

B ITiomnuxos 1U.®. Tpasaa ucropun. I'ubers Lapekoii Cempu. C. 173-200.

" Bynuu M.JI. Beuts 6ecnipenena, win Cuagpom Hukomas 11, Canxr-Tlerep6ypr: O6muk, 1995,

S Tnomnuxos U. . [TpaBna ucropun. ['méens [Hapckoit Cembu. C. 168.
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B cBoeM ucciienoBaHUM aBTOP COCPENOTOUNUII BHUMAHUE HA HEKOTOPBIX «OCTPBIX
U JIMCKYCCHOHHBIX BOIPOCAaX, CBSA3AHHBIX C €KATEPUHOYPrCKOM Tparezmeﬁ>>l6. Ot
YeThIpE BOMNPOCA, TIOCTaBJICHHBIE WCTOPUKOM, COOCTBEHHO, W  ONPEICIUIH
YETBIPEXYACTHYIO CTPYKTYPY MOHOTpaduu. [IpaBna, OTCYTCTBHE
HUCTOPUOTPAPUIECKOTO TPETUCTOBUS OTATH K€ HE TO3BOJISIET YATATEIIO TPOCIIEINTh,
KakuM oOpazoMm [ldenmoB mpuien K HEOOXOJUMOCTH PEHIeHUS HMEHHO 3THUX
po0JieM, UMEIOTCS JIM OTBETHI Ha 3TU BOMPOCHI B JIUTEpaAType, U €ClId OHU €CTh, TO
KakuM 00pa3oM aBTOpP TMBITAETCS YTOYHUTH WJIM OMPOBEPTHYTH MHEHHUE IPYTHX
HUccieaoBaTenei.

OcHoBHas YacTh

IlepBast ryaBa KHUTM TMOCBAILIEHA CyIb0€ JOKYMEHTOB O€lorBapAeicKoro
CJIEJICTBUS 1O Jiedy 00 yOuiicTBe wieHOB umriepaTopckoit dhamumuu. Hecmotps Ha
TO, 4YTO JTa MpoOieMa He4yacTo MOJHUMAETCs B JIUTEpPAType, €€ pelIeHUe
HEO0OXOAMMO JJIs1 TOJTHOLIEHHOTO U3YyUYeHHs 00CTOSITeNIbCTB rnben POMaHOBBIX.

HauaTtoe B ExaTepunOypre B koHile utoisg 1918 r. (MeHee yem uepes3 iBe HeJenu
MOCJIe TIPECTYIJICHUS) U 3aKOHUYCHHOE Jinilib B [lapmke B cenTsiope 1923 r., neno 06
yOuiicTBe mpeacTaBUTENeH MHapcKod (aMUIMM HMENIO CIOXHYI0 U 3alyTaHHYIO
UCTOPUIO. 3a 3TO BpeMs yCHENIH CMEHUThCS Tpu cienoatens — A.J[. Hamérkun
(1918), NU.A. Ceprees (1918-1919) u H.A. CoxonoB (1919-1923), a oguHHanuarth
TOMOB MAaTepHalioB, COOpPaHHbIX HKMH 3a TOJbl PACCIENOBAHUS, OKA3aIKCh
paccpeOTOYEHHBIMH IO PA3JIMYHBIM apXUBOXPAHUIMUIIAM U Oubianorekam Poccuu u
CIIA. Ilepen uuTaTenssMd KHHUIM pPa3BOPAYMBACTCS €1Ba JM HE JETEKTUBHA
UCTOpUSI C W3TOTOBJICHHEM KOINUW JIOKYMEHTOB B LENSAX OOECleueHus ux
COXpaHHOCTH B ycnoBusx ['paxaanckoil BoitHbl (Uurta, 1919 r.), ux nepenpaBkoii B
1920 r. uepe3 Jansuuii Boctok (Xapoun) B 3anannyto EBpony (ITapux), nepenaueit
4acTU JOKYMEHTaJbHBIX MaTepuasioB ObiBlIeMy 1mociny Poccun B Uranuu
M.H. I'upcy, 3arem mnoxwuinenueM yactu apxuBa H.A. CokoiioBa pycCKUMHU U
HEMEUKUMU KoMMyHHCTamMu B bepiune B 1921 r., a 3aTtem oOHapyXeHUEM HX H
Bo3BpaiieHueM B CCCP coBeTCkMMU BOEHHBIMU BIACTSIMU B 1945 r."”

Pe3ynpTaroM KpomoTiMBOW pabOThI, CBSI3aHHOW C M3YyYEHHUEM HUCTOPHUH
TIepeMelleHHH MaTepHaoB CIIC/ICTBUS, CTajla CBOJHAS TabJHIa' ", B KOTOPOH aBTOP B
C)KaTOM BHUJIE MPEACTABIII OCHOBHYIO HH()OPMALIUIO O COXPAHUBIIUXCS MOJTMHHUKAX
U KOIIUSAX JIeJIa, @ TAKXKE MECTaX UX XPAHEHUs HA CErOJHAIIHUN JCHb.

K coxanenuto, O0JIBIIMHCTBO JOKYMEHTOB CJEACTBHS JOLLIO /10 HAC TOJBKO B
KOIMAX, OJHAKO  COXpPaHUBLIMECS  MaTepualbl B LEJIOM  IO3BOJSIOT
PEKOHCTPYHUPOBATH COJAEPKAHNE OJUHHAAIATUTOMHOIO JIEJA.

' [Tuenos E.B. [{apeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 12.
" [Tuenos E.B. [{apeyOuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcun. C. 23-31.
'8 ITuenos E.B. Iapey6uiictso 1918 roxa: ncrounnku, Bonpocsl, Bepeun. C. 40
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Bo BTOpoO#l riaBe aHAJIM3UPYETCs BOMPOC O TOM, UYTO OBLIO HAWIEHO B pailoHE
pyanuka ['anuna sima O61u3 ExatepunOypra, Kyaa rnocie youiicTBa ObLITH MPUBE3EHBI
TPYIIBI Iapsi, €ro CEMbU U NPUOIMKEHHBIX, M KAaKU€ BBIBOJIBI U3 3TOTO ObLIN CICJIaHbI
OCJIBIM CJIEICTBUEM.

Tak kak H.A. CokoJIOB, KaK M €ro IMpeAlIeCTBEHHUKH, HE CMOTJIM 3aJepKaTh U
JOTPOCHTh HH OJHOTO M3 YYaCTHHKOB yOHiicTBAa'®, BIpPOYEM, KaK H TeX, KTO
y4acTBOBaJ B COKPBITUU OCTAHKOB IIAPCKON CEMbU, OH ObLI BBIHYXKICH JI€1aTh CBOU
BBIBOJIBI O MOCMEPTHOW CynbOe Tes JMIb MO BEIIECTBEHHBIM JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBaM, a
TaKX€ KOCBEHHBIM CBHUJIETEJILCTBAM JIONPAIIMBAEMBIX UM JIULI.

CkpymyJe3Ho u JOTOIIHO, ToA00HOo cieaoBatento, E.B. ITuenos pexoncTpyupyer
HCTOPUIO HAxOJOK B paioHe ['aHuHOM sMbI, oOpamias oco0oe BHHMAaHHE Ha Te
OLICHKM, KOTOpBIE JaBaJMCh JTHUM BEIIECTBEHHBIM JIOKA3aTEJbCTBAM CHadaja
MOJIyTPAMOTHBIMH KpPECThSIHAaMH, 3aTeM OeJbIMU MapTH3aHAMU U XyTOpsSHaMH,
MMOCETUBIIMMHU PYJHUK, TPYNIoONW Oenblx o(UuIEepoB U CyAeOHBIMH BJIACTSIMU
Exarepunbypra®. He wucmons3ys S(QEKTHBIX  XyHIOKECTBEHHBIX  CPEJCTB,
BBIPA3UTEIBHBIX PEUYEBBIX OOOPOTOB, aBTOP TEM HE MEHEE MOCTENEHHO MOTpyKaeT
guTaTeNst B 00CTaHOBKY JeTa 1918 1., BedeT ero 3a co0oii 1o cienaM mpecTyIuIeHUS,
BMECTE C JONPAIIMBAEMBIMA HM3MEPSAET KOCTPBI, B KOTOPBIX CKHUIaJlaChb OJEKIA
yOUTBIX, TPUHUMAET OJHM BEPCUU W OTBEpraer JApyrue, BCe Aaybllie U AAbLIE
IIPOJIBUTASICH T10 ITyTH PACCIIEA0BaAHUS.

HyxHO mpu3HaTh, 4TO B BOMPOCE O CyAb0E OCTAaHKOB aBTOP MPHUXOAUT K MHOMY,
Hexenn H.A. CokonoB, BBIBOAY O TOM, 4YTO Tela MOHapxa, €ro CeMbU H
NPUOJIMKEHHBIX HE ObUIM YHUYTOXEHbl OTHEM UM CEpHOM KHUCJIOTOH B pailioHe
I'annnoM sAmbl. B KauecTBe aprymeHToB lIyenoB ykasan, B 4aCTHOCTH, HA TO, YTO B
KOCTPHIIIAX OKOJO T. H. «OTKPBITOM IIAXThD» CIEACTBUEM ObLIO OOHAPYKEHO MaJloe
KOJIMYECTBO OOTOpEBIIMX KOCTEH, KOTOpPbIE, KaK U CleAbl CaJbHBIX MAacc, TaK U HE
GbLIM TOYHO AaTPUOYTHPOBAHBI KAaK IPUHAISKABIINE 4YelOBeKy . B pycio
ABTOPCKUX PACCYXKACHUM, Ka3aloch Obl, JJOTUYHO BCTPAMBAETCS BEPCHUS, LIUPOKO
U3BECTHAsl CErofHs MO TaK Ha3bIBAEMOM «3alUCKe» PYKOBOJUTENS YyOucTBa
.M. KOpoBckoro, coriacHo kKoTopoii Tpymbl ceMbr Hukomas 11 Obuin 3aXopoHEeHB! B

¥ Mckmouennem B naHHOM ciydae BBICTYNAeT HAYaJbHUK BHEIIHEW oxpanbl /loma ocoboro
Ha3HaveHus, Tne cojiepkanach cembs Hukomas II, T1.C. MenBeneB, KOTOpBI OBLI JOMPOIICH
oenpivu. OHAKO BOMIPOC O TOM, YU4aCTBOBAN JI OH B YOUICTBE, SIBISIETCS TUCKYCCHOHHBIM.

2 ITyenos E.B. Hapey6uiictso 1918 roja: ncrounnku, Bonpocs, epeui. C. 42-78.

2! [Tuenoe E.B. [{apeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcun. C. 91-92.
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[TopocEHKOBOM 10Ty, B HECKOJIBKMX KWJIOMETpax OT ['aHMHOHU SIMBI . Cyns mo
BCEMy, 3TOii Je BEpPCHH CHMIATH3UPYET U caM aBTOP, OLIEHNUBAs e¢ KaK «IIPaBIy» .

OnHako TPyAHO TOJHOCTBIO COTJIACUTHCS € BbIBOJOM IluemoBa o TOM, 4YTO
HaiiIeHHbIX COKOJIOBBIM KOCTHBIX OCTAHKOB HEJOCTATOYHO JJIsi MOATBEPKIACHUS
MIOJTHOTO YHUYTOKEHUS TeJ POMaHOBBIX.

VYuuteiBass TOT ¢akT, 4yTo B HOYbL ¢ 17 Ha 18 wutonsg, kak o0 »TOM
cBuseTeNbeTBOBaN uekuct W.U. Pom3uHckuit, OBLIIO «CBIpO» H «XOJ’IO,Z[HO»24, Tena
MOTJIM CXKHTaThb B KakoOW-TMOO €MKOCTH, a He Ha 3emje (I0YeMy-TO aBTOp
KaTErOpMYECKU OTBEPT MMEBIIUN MECTO CIYX O «CMOJISIHOM OOYOHKE», B KOTOPOM
cxuragock Teno uapsa>). K tomy ke COKONOB B CHIy OOBEKTHBHBIX MPUUHH
(mactymieHue KpacHblXx Ha ExarepunOypr) He ychen MpOBECTH  IOJIHOE
oOcneoBaHUE TIMHSHON IUIOIIAJIKK, Iie ObUIM OOHAPYKEHbI CJENbl OT OJIHOTO U3
KOCTPOB U COXOKEHA OJlexkaa yOuThiX. Takyke ObLIO Obl CTpaHHO IMpeAroJiaraTh,
9TOOBI OOJBIIIEBUKA OCTABHIIN CIIEAbI MPECTYIUICHUS] B BUJIC HEIOTOPEBIITNX KOCTEH
Ha MOBEPXHOCTH TUIOLIAAKH, TJI€ UX MOTJIH 0€3 Tpyaa OOHApYKUTh.

Takxe [[uenoB yIIOMHHAET O TPETHEM KOCTPHUIIE HA PYJHHUKE, TUAMETPOM OKOJIO
TpeX METPOB, KOTOpoe ObuIo ciaydaiiHO oOHapykeHO COKOJOBBIM YK€ HaKaHyHE
3aBEPIICHUS EKATEPUHOYPICKOTO ATama pacclieOBaHUS U MOTOMY HM3y4YE€HO HE B
nonHoit Mepe”®. Bo-mepBbiX, 00pamalOT Ha ceOs BHUMAHHME pa3Mephl 3TOTO
KOCTpHILIA, B TPU-YETHIPE pa3a NMPEBOCXOIUBIINE AUAMETP APYIHX, TIE CHKUTAIach
onexaa. Bo-Bropbix, eciiu 1Ba KOCTpHIA ObUIM 0€3 Tpyna OOHAPYKEHBI €lle B UI0JIe
1918 r., a TpeTbe OBUIO OTKPHITO 3HAYUTEIHHO IMO3KE, CIEIOBATEIHLHO, OHO OBLIO
TIIaTebHEE 3aMacKupoBaHo? UTo jxe MOTJIO COKUTATHCSl HAa ATOM, OOJIBIIIETO pa3Mepa
koctpe? OTBET Ha ATOT BOIPOC Oesoe CleAcTBUE JaTh He ycreno. CrenoBaresbHo,
CTaBUTh TOYKY B BOIPOCE O MPABUIBLHOCTH WM OMMUOOYHOCTH Bepcuu COKOJIOBa
IOKa €lIe paHO, BEpHEEe, 3Ta TeMa HY>KJAECTCSA B JOIMOJHUTEIBHOM HCCIENOBaHUU,
Py ATOM HE TOJIBKO B paMKaxX HMCTOPUYECKON HAyKW, HO W OWOJIOTHH, XUMHH,
AHTPOMOJIOTUU U APYTUX AUCIUILIUH.

Oco0pIii MHTEpEC BO BTOPOHM TJIaBe BBI3BIBACT Ta 4YacTh, KOTOpPas MOCBAIICHA
clyxaM O cyap0e ocTaHkoB ceMbu PoMaHoBBIX. K coxkajieHHIo, aBTOp OrpaHUYHIICS

*2 Bammcka SL.M. KOpoBckoro o paccrpene HMapcKod CeMbU M COKPBITHH TPYMHOB // ApXuB
HoBermen ucropun Poccun. Cepus «Ilyomukanum». T. I1I. CxopOnbiii myts PomanoBsix (1917—
1918 r1r.). I'mbens 1apckoil cemMbH: COOPHUK JOKYMEHTOB M MaTEpUaNoB / TOJ peAakiuen
B.M. Xpycranesa. Mocksa: POCCIIOH, 2001. C. 236-239.

%3 [Tuenoe E.B. [{apeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 107.

* Knszes M.A. «KoHeuHo, camMoe-TO OTBETCTBEHHOE OBbLIO, YTOOBI YKPBITh, YTOOBI CIIEIOB
HE OCTaJIOCh»: BocrioMuHaHus yekucra V.M. PoxaszuHckoro o cokpeituu ocTaHkoB Llapckoit cembu
nox ExatepunOyprom B 1918 r. / Bectnuxk ExarepunOyprckoit mayxoBHoi cemuHapuu. 2021.
Ne 34. C. 334. DOI: 10.24412/2224-5391-2021-34-318-340

%> [Tuenoe E.B. [{apeyOuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcun. C. 112—113.

?® ITuenos E.B. lapey6uiictso 1918 roza: ncrounuku, Bonpocs, sepeui. C. 92.
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JIMIIb KPATKHM H3JI0KEHHEM HX COACPKAHMSA® , HE MOABEpPras HX TIIATEIbHOMY
aHanM3y U Kiaccuukanuu. Tem He MeHee aHaldu3 CIYyXOB KaK HCTOPUYECKOTO
MCTOYHMKA — Ba)KHAas 4YacTh KOMIUIEKCHOIO HCTOYHHKOBEAYECKOrO aHalld3a
MaTepuagoB OeIoro cueACTBHs (Belb UMEHHO OEbIMU 10 OOJIbIIEH YaCTH 3TU CIYXH
1 ObUTH coOpaHbl). be3ycloBHO, ATOT CIOKET MOT Obl OBITH PAa3BUT B OT/ICJILHOM IJIaBe
KHHUTU, HO, OCKOJIbKY 3TOT'0 HE MPOMU30ILIO0, OH OCTaBJISET BO3MOKHOCTH JiJisi OoJee
TOIPOGHOr0 U3yueHus B Oyaymem™ .

Tpetbs rnaBa MoHOTpadUU MOCBSIIEHAa BOIPOCY, KOTOPBIA aKTUBHO 00CYKIAETCS
B UCTOpUOTrpaduMu — YTO O3HAYAIOT «3arafoyHble HaJanucu» B MNaThbeBCKOM JOMe.
Peub wuzmer o JByX 3amucsx, CHAEIaHHBIX Ha 000SX MOABAJIBLHOM paccTpeabHOM
KOMHAThI — [UTaTe U3 cTuxoTrBopenus . ['eitne «Banrtacap», a TakkKe pyKOIMCHBIX
3HaKax U MU(pax, OCTABICHHBIX HEU3BECTHOMN PYKOM.

B ucropuorpaduu nmy6auuucTiyeckoil HarpaBIEHHOCTH JABHO ObITYET MHEHHE O
TOM, 4YTO 3TH 3alUCH HOCHIIA «MHUCTUYECKUI» WIH Jaxe «KabOaTUCTUUECKUI»
xapakrep. MoKeT oKa3aTbCsl, YTO PELIEHUE TAHHOTO BONPOCA BPS JIM BO3MOKHO B
paMKax HCTOPUYECKOW Hayku. TeM He MeHee, Ha IOMOIIb aBTOPY BHOBb MPUXOJIUT
MCTOYHUKOBEIYECKUH MMOJIXO.

BocnpouszBons nHannuce u3 leiine mo martepuanam H.A. Cokxonoa, ITuenos
MIPUIIIEIT K BBIBOJY, UTO CTUXOTBOPHAS IIUTaTa, MOMEIIEHHAas Ha 000sIX, IPEICTABIISIET
co0o0ll (32 MCKIIIOUEHHEM OJHOr0 MpEesiora) KajdbKy C HEMELKOr0 OpUTIHMHaNa, YTO
HCKJIIOYAeT BEpPCUI0 00 «HIpe CJOB» WIM KAKUX-TM00 MAHMITYJSIIHUSIX C UMEHEM
BABHMJIOHCKOTO NpaBuTeNsl Banracapa”™. BakHBIM NpeCTaBIseTcss M 3aMEYaHHe O
BPEMEHU MOSBJICHUS 3TON HAJIIUCHU: OHA MOTJia ObITh CO3/l1aHa B MPOMEXYTOK € 17 1o
25 mroms 1918 r., Korga K HOMY ObLIa MPHCTABIECHA CTpaka .. TakuMm oOpasoM,
OCTaBUTh €€ B 3TO BpeMs Mor Jit00OM uesnoBeK, mnoceTuBliuii nom HMmnarbeBa u
3HABIINK CTUXOTBOpeHUE ['eliHe Han3ycCTh.

Paccyxnas o mpupome «udpoBBIX» 3ammceil, OCTABICHHBIX B PAaCCTPEILHOM
KOMHATE, aBTOP CKJIOHSETCS K MHEHUIO, YK€ BbICKa3aHHOMY B HcCTOpuorpaduu, o
TOM, YTO OHHM SIBJISIOTCA cledaMu apu(PMETUYECKUX TOJICYETOB M MOTJIH OBbITh

*" ITyenos E.B. Hapeyouiictso 1918 roga: ncrounuku, Bonpocst, epcui. C. 104—115.

*® HekoTopble NpeaBapHTEIbHBIEC PE3YIbTATHl HCCICIOBAHMS TAHHOM TPOGIEMBI OBLIH
M3JIOKEHBI aBTOPOM PEIICH3UHU B OTAeIbHOU nyonukanuu: Kusazes M.A. COXOKEHbl UIH COKPBITHI?
Cynpba ocrankoB Huxomnast Il u ero cembu B 3epKajie CIyXOB: K IOCTAHOBKE MpoOieMbl //
I'paxnaHckast BoiiHa Ha BOCTOKe Poccuu: B3I CKBO3b JOKYMEHTAJIBHOE HacleUe: MaTepuaibl
IV MexayHapoaHOW Hay4YHO-TIPAKTUYECKOW KOoH(epeHIuu, nocBamennon 100-neturo 3amamHo-
Cubupckoro Bocctanus u 10-netuto Llentpa usyuenust ucropun I paxknanckoi BoitHsl (Omck, 20—
21 okta6ps 2021 r.) / nox penakuueit JI.W. [letuna u ap. Omck: OMI'TY, 2021. C. 132-141.

* ITyenos E.B. Hapey6uiictso 1918 roza: ncrounnkm, Bonpocsl, sepeni. C. 125.

3% [Tuenoe E.B. [{apeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 130.
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CACIaHbI €IIc 10 Y6HﬁCTBa, TaK KdK B IIOJABAJIC JOMAa HCKOTOPOC BPCMA pa3MCIIAIACh
o 3]
KOHTOPA arcHTCTBAa I10 TOPTOBJIC YCPHBIMU METAIJIIAMHU «MakeeB u FOJIJIaH}ICKI/II/I» .

@parMeHT 000€B ¢ HAAMUCHIO HA HEMEIIKOM SI3bIKe, OOHapyKeHHbIH wieHoM cyna M.A. CepreeBbim
B noJiBasIbHOM KoMHate Jloma MnatbeBa, rae Oblia paccTpersiHa napcekas cembs: “Belsatzar ward in
selbiger Nacht Von seinen Knechten umgebracht” [«B sty camyio Houb Banracap Obut yout
CBOMMHU CIIyraMm» — CTpOKHU 13 nodMel 1. ['eitne «Banracapy].

Hcrounuk: ['ocynapcrBennsiil apxus Poccuiickoit @eneparuu. ©. 1837. On. 1. 1. 57. JI. 1.

Oco6oe BHumanue E.B.IluenoB yaenun ananusy cBeieHuidl o pacumppoBke
«TalHBIX» 3HAKOB, PA3MEIICHHBIX 110 coceAcTBy ¢ Iumdpamu. Hctopuk B
KPUTHUYECKOM KIII0YE€ paccMoTpenl Opourtopy «mapaydeHoro» M.B. Ckapsituna
(Ouenb) «KeptBa» (1925), koTopas ObUIa U SBISETCS OCHOBHBIM MCTOYHUKOM IS
AK3EreTUYeCcKoro paszdopa JTHUX CHMBOJIOB. ABTOp OTMEUaeT HETOYHOCTU B
paccy X IeHusX OHeNsl, MPOU3BOJIBLHOCTh TOJKOBAHMUS OTHAEJIbHBIX 3HAKOB, 4YTO,
0€3yCIIOBHO, CTAaBUT IOJ COMHEHHE BBIBOJBI O «KaOOAIMCTUUECKOW» TMOJOIUICKE
naHHod Haamucu. Tem He wmeHee E.B. II4enoB moauepkHYJ MPOMEKYTOUYHOCTD
COOCTBEHHOI'O BBIBOJIa, OTMETHB, UTO «aHAJIU3 HAAMHUCU ... CIEIYyEeT IMPOBECTH
3aHOBO, C TPUBJICUCHHUEM COOTBETCTBYIOIIMX CHEHUAIMCTOB B  00JacTH
kpunrTorpaduu, kKabGaIMCTHKH U BOCTOYHBIX ITHChMEHHOCTEH U SI3BIKOB» .

BriHecenHbli B 3ariiaBue€ 4eTBEPTOM TUIABBI BONPOC O TOM, JaBajl JiK
OOJIBIIIEBUCTCKHUI LIEHTP CAHKIIMIO Ha YOUMCTBO UMIIEPATOPCKON CEMbH, OTHOCUTCS K
qucay HauOoJjiee JUCKYCCHOHHBIX BOINPOCOB TeMbl. IIpuunHa Takoro oOCYXICHHS
BIIOJIHE TIOHSITHA: HA CETOJHSIIHUN JIeHb TaK W HE OOHApy)XeHO JTOKYMEHTa 3a

3! ITuenos E.B. [{apeyOuiictBo 1918 roma: ucrounuku, Bonpockl, Bepcuu. C. 130; JKyx FO.A.
Bonpocurensubie 3naku B «llapckom nenex». C. 464.
32 [Tuenos E.B. HapeyOuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcuu. C. 141.
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noanuceto npencenarenss Cosera HapoaHbelX komuccapoB B.U. Jlenmna wu
npencenarenss  BcepOCCHMCKOTO  LEHTPAJbHOTO  HCIOJHUTEIBHOTO  KOMUTETA
S.M. CBepmiioBa, B KOTOPOM ObI Y€pHOM 110 OesioMy ObLT 3aUKCHPOBAH MPUKa3 00
yHuuTOKeHMn PomanoBbiX. W ecnu Jyisi OJHMX 3TO SIBISETCS J10KA3aTebCTBOM
HEMPUYACTHOCTU MOCKBBI K €KaTepUHOYprcKol Tpareauu, TO [JIs JpYrux —
CBUJIETEIBCTBOM TOTO, YTO OOJBIIEBUCTCKUE JUJEPHl CTPEMIIIUCh MaKCHUMAaIbHO
CKPBITh CBO€ y4dacTHE B PEIICHWU CYyIbObl mapckod cembu. «Crnaboe 3BEHO» B
I[ETIOYKE MOJOOHOTO PO/Aa PACCYXKACHUN — OTCYTCTBHE OMOPHI HA MCTOYHHKHU, XOTS
OBl U KOCBEHHBIE, KOTOPBIC, TEM HE MEHEE, COXPAHWIKCH.

OCHOBHBIM MCTOYHHUKOM JIJISI pelIeHUs MPOOJIEMHOTO BOIIpOca B JIAHHOM IJlaBe B
OTJIMYKE OT MPEAbIAYIINUX Pa3eiaoB MOHOrpaduu BHICTYIUIN HE MaTepHaibl OEI0ro
CJIENICTBHS, @ COBETCKHE MEMYyapHbIe TEKCThI, MOBECTBYIOIIUE OO0 YOHWICTBE HSKC-
MPEJACTABUTENECH UAPCTBYIOIIET0 JoMa. BecbMa HWHTEpPECHBIM MPEICTABISIETCS
BBIJICJIEHWE aBTOPOM T. H. «MeMmyapHbIX BoiH» 1920-1930-x m 1950-1960-x rr.,
MOCBSIIIEHHBIX THOENMH POMaHOBBIX, B KOTOPBIX MOXKHO HAOIIOJATh HBOJIOLMIO
TPAKTOBOK M OLEHOK Tparmueckux coObituit 1918 r.°° IlpemioxkeHHas aBTOpOM
PEKOHCTPYKIUS COOBITUN YOETUTENbHO JO0Ka3bIBA€T, YTO THOEIb HMIIEPATOPCKOI
CEeMbH OTHIOJb HE OblJa CAMOYMHCTBOM MECTHBIX YpajbCKUX BIIACTEH, a ObuLia
OCYUIECTBJIEHA C HETJIACHOM CAHKIMU OOJIBIIEBUCTCKON BEpXYIIKH B MOCKBeE.

Ho Ob1na nu sTa Bepxymka — B juie B.W. Jlenuna u .M. CepasioBa — enuHa B
npencraBieHusix o cyasdbe PomanoBeix? E.B.IluenoB maer oaHO3HAYHO
YTBEpIAUTENbHBIA OTBET ', XOTS MATEpHaibl, BBEICHHbIC B HAyYHBIH O0GOPOT B
HEJIaBHEE BPEMs, HE TTO3BOJIAIOT CTOJIb ONPENEIIEHHO OTBEYATh HA ATOT BONpPOcC. bpuio
YCTAaHOBJICHO, B YAaCTHOCTH, 4YTO B KOHIE aBrycra 1918 r., mocie mnokyueHus
®. Kartan Ha Jlenuna, nuaep mnerporpaickux OombineBukoB [.E. 3uHOBBEB
BBICTYIIWJI C MPEIJIOKEHUEM TMepefaTh BBICHIYIO BJIacCTh B CTpaHE TaHAEMY
SM. CepmiioBa u JILJI. Tpoukoro B yCHOBUSAX CMEPTEIbHOrO (Kak IOJaraim)
panenuss B.W. Jlennna®. U xotTst 3TOT dakT He HUMEeT MPSMOro OTHOIIEHUS K
UCTOpUU 1apeyOMiicTBA, TeM HE MEHEe OH HE MOXET HE TOJITOJKHYTh K
ONPENICICHHBIM PACCYKJICHUSIM, a HMEHHO [0 TMOBOAY «CBSI3KW» CBepIoB—
3UHOBBHEB.

[IppumeuarenbHO, 4YTO TEJNErpaMMmMy C 3aByaJIMPOBAHHBIM  3alpoOCOM O
BO3MOXXHOCTH yOuicTBa POMaHOBBIX TpEACTABUTEIN Y PaIbCKOrO 00JIaCTHOTO
coBera ®.U. T'onomékun u I'.U. CadapoB nocnanu He HanpsiMmyto B MOCKBY, a uepes
[Terporpaa u mu4uHO 3WHOBBEBA. 3aUeM 3TO OBLIO HYKHO, €CITU MPSMast CBS3b MEKITY
ExarepunOyprom u MockBoit ©Obuta? IluenoB copaBemIMBO 3aMedaeT, 4YTO

33 ITuenoe E.B. [HapeyOwuiictBo 1918 roga: ucrounuku, Bonpocsl, Bepcun. C. 151-153.

34 ITuenos E.B. Lapey6uiictBo 1918 roma: ncrounuky, Bompockl, Bepcu. C. 150.

> Botimukos C.C. V3na ams Tpoukoro. Kpacusie Boxam B rogsl | pakIaHCKOH BOMHEL
Mocksa: AUPO-XXI, 2016. C. 121-142.
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KHsazes M.A. Wctopus rbenu Hukonas |l v ero cembmn Yepes npuamy MCTOYHUKOBELEHUS PeLieHaum

«00BIIEBUCTCKOE PYKOBOJICTBO EkatepunOypra xoreno, 4ToObl 1 3MHOBBHEB OBLI B
Kypce COOBITHII M BBICTYIAN KaK Obl «CTOPOHHHM» CBHJICTENEM JTOH CHTYALIHH» ..
OnHako, K COXaJICHHIO, aBTOpP HE pa3BWJI MbICIb, KAKYK K€ LEIb MOTIJO
IIpECIe0BaTh BKIIOUYECHHUE B 3TH NIEPEroBOpbI pykoBoauTens Ilerporpana.

OOpamiaer Ha ce0s BHUMaHUE U TOT (DakT, 4YTO B TenerpamMMe Ha ums JleHuna u
CeepmiioBa ypanblpl IMPOCAT OTBETUTh B TOM CJIy4dae, €CIM «Balld MHEHHS
IIPOTUBOITOJIOKHBD» — HE SIBIIIETCS JIM 3TO KOCBEHHBIM CBHJIETEJIBCTBOM B IOJb3Y
IIPOTUBOPEYMI, UMEBIIUX MECTO MEXIY pykoBoauTesiMH COBETCKOro rocyaapcraa,
0 cyap0Oe mpencraBuTenel ummneparopckoi pamunuu? [IpumedarenbHa u agpecanus
TEJIETPAMMBI, MEpeAaHHOW 3UHOBHEBBIM B MOCKBY: Ha BEpPXHEM €€ IOJIE YKa3aHO
«MockBa JleHMHY», OIHAKO B «3MHOBBEBCKOM» TEKCTE€ Mbl uMTaeM: «MockBa
Kpemns CaepanioBy komwust .HeHI/IHy»37. He o3nauaetr nu 3TO, 4TO 3MHOBBEBBIM B
IIEPBYIO OYEpPE/b CTaBWIICS B M3BECTHOCTh CBep/uioB, a HE JIeHuH, cienoBaTebHoO,
rojoc npeacenarenss BIMK Obut ompenensitorum? [Ipu 3TOM J0OKyMEHTalIbHBIE
ceyeTenbeTBa nojydeHus: rimaBod CHK Takol TenerpamMmbl OTCYTCTBYIOT, YTO HE
MTO3BOJISIET OAHO3HAYHO M ITOJTHOLIEHHO YTBEPKIAATh, UYTO UMEJACh €T0 MEPCOHAIbHAS
CaHKIMsI Ha yOWNCTBO: «MoidaHue» JIeHHHa MOTJIO ObITh 0O0YCIIOBICHO COBCEM HE
cornacueM co CBEpAJIOBBIM, a TEM, YTO OH HE MOJY4YnJI KOIUIO TEJIErpaMMBbI ¢ Ypaia.

Taxum o6pa3oM, yTBepkaaTh, yTo JlennHn u CBepyioB UMENN €IUHYIO MTO3UIINIO
o BOMpOCy O cyabOe PomaHOBBIX TNOKa BCE-TaKM MPEKIECBPEMEHHO, a cama
npo0semMa NPUHATHUS JaHHOTO pelleHus, O€3yCIOBHO, JOJIKHA PEIIaThCsl B KOHTEKCTE
O0pHOBI 32 BIACTH B OOJIBIIEBUCTCKON BepXylke jietom 1918 .

3akiouenue

[ToaBons utor pasmbinuieHUsM HaJl MoHorpadueit E.B. IluenoBa, xorenoch Obl
OTMETUTh, YTO JACKIAPUPYEMBIA aBTOPOM B MPEAUCIOBUM HCTOYHUKOBEIUYECKUU
MOJIX0J K MpoOseMe, HECMOTPsl Ha €ro BaXKHOCTh, OTHIOJIb HE JOJDKEH CTaHOBHUTHCS
«MaHaueeny» s UCTOpUKa, TeM Oojee, NpU M3YyYEHUU TEMbl, HOCSIIEH
MEKIUCIUIUIMHAPHBIN XxapakTtep. OQHAKO ATOT CEpPhE3HBI HHCTPYMEHT B pyKax
MCCJIEI0BATENS MOXKET OBITh MOJIE3EH MPU KOMIUIEKCHOM M3YYE€HHMH HAaKOIUIEHHOH 3a
cTo Jer ucropuorpaduu rudenn PomanoBbix. Mcmosb30BaHHE NOTEHIMAIBHBIX
BO3MOXKHOCTEH TaKOro HampaBieHHs, KaK MCTOUYHHUKOBEIEHHE HCTOpUOrpadui,
MO3BOJIUT 0OJIee TOYHO ONPEAENIUTh OCHOBHBIE HAINPaBJICHUS B JIUCKYCCHH IO TEME,
BBISIBUTh CHJIbHBIE M CJIa0ble CTOPOHBI B apryMEHTalUUd YYEHBIX U, C YYETOM
ITOJIYYEHHBIX PE3YJIbTATOB, HAWTH ONTHMAJbHBIE IYTH PEIICHUS TEX WIM HHBIX
npo0Jem.

3% ITuenos E.B. LlapeyGuiictBo 1918 roma: nerodnuky, Bompockl, Bepcu. C. 174.

37 Tenerpamma I'.E. 3unoBseBa [Ipeacenarento CosHapkoma B.U. Jlenuny u 5. M. CepanoBy
0 ToJyueHHOM cooOmennn wu3 EkarepuHOypra OTHOCHTEIBHO YYacTH IIApCKOM cemMbu //
I'ocynapcrBenssiii apxus Poccuiickoit @enepauuu (I'AP®D). @. P-130. Omn. 2. 1. 653. JI. 12.
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Reviews through the prism of source study
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Introduction

The topic of the death of Nicholas II and his
family and retinue in Yekaterinburg in 1918 has
been attracting attention of researchers for a long
time.' And this is not surprising, since not only did :
the extralegal execution of the former monarch, his HaPEY6HﬁCTBO
wife, and five children become one of the key events 1918 ro naa
of the Civil War 1n Russia, but also i1t terminated the UCmouHuKU, 60NPOcsHL, 6epcuu
existence of the three-hundred-year-old Romanov
dynasty. The atmosphere of secrecy and mystery in
which the so-called execution was held became the
reason for the emergence of a large amount of
literature on this topic — from essays and journalistic
publications to special scholarly works. However,
the attempts to reconstruct the prehistory of the
crime as well as the details of the murder and
concealment of its traces, which have been undertaken in historiography for a
hundred years, not only failed to answer the questions but also gave rise to a
considerable number of controversial problems. Who bears personal responsibility
for the death of the imperial family? Who gave the order? Who was the executor of
this political action? What happened to the remains of those killed in the basement of
the Ipatiev House? These questions are still being actively discussed in the literature
but the discussion is far from being over.

E.B. IIuenoB

! See, e.g., S.P. Mel'gunov, The fate of Emperor Nicholas II after abdication: historical and
critical essays [in Russian] (Moscow: Veche, 2005); G.Z. loffe, Revolution and the fate of the
Romanovs [in Russian] (Moscow: Respublika, 1992); Yu.A. Buranov and V.M. Khrustalev, The
regicides. Destruction of the dynasty [in Russian] (Moscow: Terra, 1997); L.F. Plotnikov, The truth
of the history. Death of the Tsar’s family [in Russian] (Yekaterinburg: Sverdlovskaya regional'naya
obshchestvennaya organizatsiya “Za dukhovnost' i1 nravstvennost”™, 2003); L.A. Lykova,
Investigation into the murder of the Russian imperial family. Historiographical and
archaeographical essay [in Russian] (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2007); P.V. Mul'tatuli, Nicholas II: The
road to Calvary: Testifying of Christ till death... [in Russian] (Moscow: AST: Astrel', 2010);
Yu.A. Zhuk, Question marks in the ‘Tsar’s case’ [in Russian] (St Petersburg: BKhV-Peterburg,
2013); A.A. Obolenskii and E.G. Agadzhanyan, The Tsar’s lie: the findings of the investigation [in
Russian] (St Petersburg: Omega, 2020).
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To give qualified and scientifically reasoned answers to some of these complex
questions is the aim of the monograph by Evgenii V. Pchelov, Candidate of Historical
Sciences, Head of the Department of Auxiliary Historical Disciplines and
Archaeography of the Historical and Archival Institute, which was published under
the title The Regicide of 1918: Sources, Questions, and Versions by the publishing
house of the Russian State University for the Humanities at the end of 2020.

It is no coincidence that this work has appeared on book shelves right now. The
fact 1s that in 2015 the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation (SKR)
resumed its investigation into the circumstances of the death of the tsar’s family.
However, unlike the previous investigation of 1993-98, within its framework it was
decided to conduct a historical and archival examination of the circumstances of the
murder. For its implementation, the SKR involved a number of qualified archivists
and historians, including the author of the publication under review. To avoid
misunderstanding, Evgenii Pchelov emphasized in the introduction that the results of
the research which was carried out within the framework of historical and archival
examination and published in the monograph are by no means the “official results” of
the investigation but they are only “accompanying” material obtained in the course of
scientific research.’

In anticipation of a possible question from a sophisticated reader about the
novelty and uniqueness of the proposed work in comparison with the works of the
predecessors, the historian noted that this monograph was strictly in line with the
“source study approach,” the essence of which is defined as follows: “Relying
primarily on available sources and making conclusions only on the basis of analysis
of the information they contain.”* Is this approach (as interpreted by Evgenii
Pchelov) not fundamental for all historical research, including that concerning the
death of the members of the imperial house?

The following statement (especially its second part) cannot but raise questions:

This book is based almost exclusively on documents and therefore references to
historiography are given only when necessary.’

However, the use of sources, both published and unpublished ones, does not in
any way replace the necessity for a historiographical review to precede the study.
Unfortunately, instead of analyzing the literature, the author limited himself to listing
“the most noteworthy works™ although he did not explain the criteria for the selection

2 E.V. Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions [in Russian], ed.
A.B. Bezborodov (Moscow: RGGU, 2020).

* Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 7.

* Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 12.

> Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 12.
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of these particular works. It should be noted that out of the six authors mentioned,
only three are related to academic historical science;® the list includes the works of a
geologist,” a lawyer,® and, apparently, a journalist.” Given this fact, it is surprising
that the author undeservingly criticized Doctor of Historical Sciences 1. Plotnikov, a
prominent expert in the history of the Russian Civil War. According to Pchelov, he
found himself “in captivity of false information,” having put his complete trust in
“the false documents and memoirs of Johann Ludwig Mayer and the absolute fiction
of pseudo-historian I. Bunich.”'® However, in his fundamental research,'' Plotnikov
analyzed in detail the memoirs of the Austrian prisoner of war Johann Ludwig
Mayer'? and noted their high source potential, although he did not rule out their
partial or even complete fabrication (as, in fact, was the case of the so-called Meyer’s
documents about the death of the tsar’s family)."? The historian was also moderately
cautious towards the well-known book by I. Bunich,'* emphasizing that “the issue of
the credibility of the documents cited by the specified author requires additional
verification.””” Thus, the statement about the scholar’s complete “trust” in the
information by the specified authors is erroneous. Moreover, the monograph by
I. Plotnikov is recognized by the experts and has been taking a worthy place in the
historiography of the death of the Romanovs for a long time, and a reasoned
opposition to the Ural historian would undoubtedly make Evgenii Pchelov’s
judgment more remarkable.

In his research, the author focused on some ‘“acute and controversial issues
related to the Yekaterinburg tragedy.”'® These four issues raised by the historian, in
fact, determined the four-part structure of the monograph. However, the absence of a
historiographical preface does not allow the reader to follow Pchelov’s arguments on

% See, e.g., Buranov and Khrustalev, The regicide. Destruction of the dynasty; Lykova,

Investigation into the murder of the Russian imperial family.

7 ANN. Avdonin, Ganina Yama: the history of the search for the remains of the tsar’s family
[in Russian] (Yekaterinburg: Real-Media, 2013).

8 Zhuk, Question marks in the ‘Tsar’s case’.

’ N.L. Rozanova, Royal passion-bearers. Postmortem fate [in Russian] (Moscow: Vagrius,
2008).

' pehelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 12.

"' Plotnikov, The truth of the history. Death of the Tsar’s family.

2 How the tsar’s family died. Eyewitness testimony of J.L. Mayer [in Russian], trans.
P.A. Konovnitsin (Moscow: Tovarishchestvo “Vozrozhdenie” Vserossiiskogo fonda kul'tury,
1990).

13 Plotnikov, The truth of the history. Death of the Tsar’s family, 173-200.

" LL. Bunich, The true story of total lawlessness, or the Syndrome of Nicholas II [in Russian]
(St Petersburg: Oblik, 1995).

'3 Plotnikov, The truth of the history. Death of the Tsar’s family, 168.

1 pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 12.
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how he came to the conclusion that it was necessary to solve these very problems,
whether there were answers to these questions in the literature, and if there were
some, in what way the author would try to clarify or refute the views of other
researchers.

Main body

The first chapter of the book is dedicated to the fate of documents from the White
Guard investigation of the murder of the imperial family. Despite the fact that this
issue has rarely been raised in the literature, its solution is necessary for a full-fledged
study of the circumstances of the Romanovs’ death.

The case of the murder of the tsar’s family, which was started in Yekaterinburg at
the end of July 1918 (less than two weeks after the crime) and completed in Paris
only in September 1923, had a complex and confusing history. During that time,
three investigators changed: Aleksei Nametkin (1918), Ivan Sergeev (1918-19) and
Nikolai Sokolov (1919-23), and eleven volumes of materials they had collected over
the years of investigation were scattered across various archives and libraries in
Russia and the United States. The story that unfolds in front of the readers of the
book is almost a detective story, which includes copying the documents in order to
ensure their safety in the conditions of the Civil War (Chita, 1919), their
transportation through the Far East (Harbin) to Western Europe (Paris) in 1920, the
transfer of some documentary materials to the former Russian ambassador to Italy
M. von Giers, the theft of a part of Nikolai Sokolov’s archives by Russian and
German communists in Berlin in 1921, and then their discovery and return to the
USSR by the Soviet military authorities in 1945."7

The result of thorough work related to the study of the movement of investigation
materials was a summary table,'® in which the author presented in tabloid form basic
information about the extant originals and copies of the case files as well as the
places of their storage now.

Unfortunately, most of the documents of the investigation survived only in
copies, but the materials that have survived generally make it possible to reconstruct
the content of the eleven-volume case.

The second chapter analyzes the issue of what was found in the area of the
Ganina Yama mine near Yekaterinburg, where the bodies of the tsar, his family and
his entourage were brought after the murder, and what conclusions were drawn from
this by the White investigators.

7 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 23-31.
'8 pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 40.
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Like his predecessors, Nikolai Sokolov could not detain and interrogate either the
participants in the murder' or those who participated in the concealment of the
remains of the tsar’s family. That is why he was forced to make his own conclusions
about the bodies’ postmortem fate relying only on physical evidence and
circumstantial evidence provided by the persons he interrogated.

Scrupulously and meticulously, like an investigator, Evgenii Pchelov reconstructs
the history of the finds in the Ganina Yama area, paying special attention to the
assessments that were given to this physical evidence first by semiliterate peasants
and then by the White partisans and farmers who visited the mine, a group of white
officers, and the judicial authorities of Yekaterinburg.*® Without using spectacular
artistic means and expressive rhetorical twists, the author nevertheless gradually
immerses the reader in the atmosphere of the summer of 1918, leads him along the
traces of the crime; together with the persons under interrogation, he measures the
bonfires in which the clothes of the murdered were burned, accepts some versions,
and rejects others, moving further and further along the path of investigation.

It must be admitted that in the issue of the fate of the remains, unlike Nikolai
Sokolov, the author comes to the conclusion that the bodies of the monarch, his
family and retinue were not destroyed by fire and sulfuric acid in the Ganina Yama
area. As arguments, Pchelov points out, in particular, that the investigation found a
small number of burnt bones on the bonfire sites near the so-called open air pit;
neither they nor the traces of sebaceous masses were accurately attributed as
human.?' It would seem that the version widely known today from the so-called note
of the key man of the murder Yakov Yurovskii is logically built into the mainstream
of the author’s reasoning. According to this version, the corpses of the family of
Nicholas II were buried in Porosyonkov Log, a few kilometers from Ganina Yama.”*
Apparently, the author also sympathizes with that version, evaluating it as “truth.”*

However, it is difficult to fully agree with Pchelov’s conclusion that the bone
remains found by Sokolov are not enough to confirm the complete destruction of the
Romanovs’ bodies.

' An exception in this case is P. Medvedev, the head of the external security of the House of
Special Purpose where the family of Nicholas II was kept, who was interrogated by the Whites.
However, the question of whether he participated in the murder is still debatable.

2 pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 42—78.

21 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 91-92.

*Z Note by Yakov Yurovsky about the execution of the tsar’s family and the concealment of
corpses [in Russian], in Archive of the latest history of Russia, Publications, vol. 3, The mournful
journey of the Romanovs (1917-1918). The death of the tsar’s family: collected documents and
materials, ed. V.M. Rhrustalev (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2001), 236-39.

3 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 107.
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Considering the fact that according to Chekist Isai Rodzinskii, the night of July
17-18 was “damp” and “cold,”** the bodies could be burned not on the ground but in
some container (for some reason, the author categorically rejects the rumor about a
“tar barrel” in which the tsar’s body was burned).” In addition, due to objective
reasons (the Red attack on Yekaterinburg) Sokolov did not have enough time to
conduct a complete survey of the clay site where traces of a bonfire had been found
and the clothes of the dead had been burned. It would also be strange to assume that
the Bolsheviks left unburned bones behind as traces of the crime on the surface of the
site where they could be easily found.

Pchelov also mentions the third bonfire at the mine, about three meters in
diameter, which was accidentally discovered by Sokolov on the eve of the completion
of the Yekaterinburg stage of the investigation and therefore was not fully studied.
Firstly, the size of this bonfire calls attention to itself: it was three to four times larger
than the diameter of the others, where clothes were burned. Secondly, two bonfire
sites were easily discovered back in July 1918, and the third one was found much
later; therefore, was it more carefully camouflaged? What could be burned on this
larger bonfire? The White investigation did not have time to give an answer to this
question. Consequently, it is still too early to decide whether the Sokolov’s version is
correct or not. This topic needs additional research within the framework of historical
science as well as biology, chemistry, anthropology, and other disciplines.

Of particular interest in the second chapter is the part dedicated to rumors about
the fate of the Romanovs’ remains. Unfortunately, the author limited himself to a
brief summary of the rumors,”” without subjecting them to a thorough analysis and
classification. Nevertheless, the analysis of rumors as a historical source is an
important part of a comprehensive source study analysis of the materials of the White
investigation (after all, for the most part, those rumors were collected by the White
Guards). Of course, this storyline could have been developed in a separate chapter of
the book. As this did not happen, it leaves room for more detailed study in the
future.”®

* M.A. Knyazev,““Surely, the most important thing was to cover it up so that there would be
no traces left’: the memoirs of chekist Isai Rodzinskii about the concealment of the remains of the
Tsar's family near Yekaterinburg in 1918 [in Russian], Vestnik Ekaterinburgskoi dukhovnoi
seminarii, no. 34 (2021): 334, https://doi.org/10.24412/2224-5391-2021-34-318-340

3 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 112—13.

2% pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 92.

2" Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 104—15.

% Some preliminary results of studying this problem were presented by the author of the
review in a separate publication (M.A. Knyazev, “Burnt or hidden? The fate of the remains of
Nicholas II and his family in the mirror of rumors: to the problem statement” [in Russian], in Civi/
War in the east of Russia: outlook through the documentary heritage: materials of the Fourth
International Scientific-Practical Conference dedicated to the 100" anniversary of the West
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The third chapter of the monograph is dedicated to an issue that is being actively
discussed in historiography: what do the mysterious inscriptions in the Ipatiev House
mean? This refers to the two writings on the wallpaper of the execution room in the
basement: a quote from the poem “Belsatzar” by Heinrich Heine and handwritten
signs and numbers left behind by an unknown hand.

In the journalistic-oriented historiography, there is a long-held opinion that these
writings were of a mystical or even cabbalistic character. It may seem that the
solution to this issue is hardly possible within the framework of historical science.
Nevertheless, the source study approach helps the author again.

Reproducing the quotation from Heine according to N. Sokolov’s materials,
Pchelov came to the conclusion that the verses written on the wallpaper (except for
one preposition) reproduced the German original, which excludes the version of a
play on words or any manipulations with the name of the Babylonian ruler
Belsatzar.”” The remark about the time when the inscription appeared is also
important: it could be made in the period between July 17 and July 25, 1918 when the
house was guarded.’® Thus, any person who visited the Ipatiev House at that time and
knew Heine’s poem by heart could leave it there.

A fragment of wallpaper with the inscription in German, discovered by a member of the court Ivan
Sergeev in the basement room of the Ipatiev House where the tsar’s family was shot: “Belsatzar
ward in selbiger Nacht Von seinen Knechten umgebracht” [Belshazzar however in that same night
Was done to death by his own vassals], lines from the poem “Belsatzar” by Heinrich Heine.
Source: F. 1837, op. 1, d. 57, 1. 1. Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii [State Archive

of the Russian Federation]), Moscow, Russia.

Siberian uprising and the 1 0" anniversary of the Center for the Study of Civil War History (Omsk,
October 20-21, 2021), ed. D.I. Petin et al. (Omsk: OmGTU, 2021), 132-41.

¥ Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 125.

39 Pehelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 130.
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When discussing the nature of the numeric inscriptions in the execution room, the
author inclines to the view that has already been expressed in historiography: they are
the traces of arithmetic calculations and could be made before the murder because the
basement of that building housed the office of Makeev and Gollandskii’s agency for
trade in ferrous metals for some time.”'

Evgenii Pchelov paid special attention to the analysis of information about the
decoding of the “secret” signs placed next to the numbers. The historian critically
examined the brochure 7The Sacrifice (1925) by the parascientist M. Skaryatin (Enel),
which was and still is the main source for the exegetic analysis of these symbols. The
author noted the inaccuracies in Enel’s arguing and the arbitrariness of the
interpretation of individual signs, which, of course, discredits the conclusions about
the cabbalistic background of this inscription. Nevertheless, E. Pchelov emphasized
that his own conclusion was intermediate, noting that “the analysis of the
inscription. .. should be carried out anew, with the involvement of relevant
specialists in the field of cryptography, cabbalism, and oriental scripts and
languages.”**

The question of whether the Bolsheviks sanctioned the murder of the imperial
family, which is the title of the fourth chapter, is one of the most controversial issues
of the topic. The reason for the discussion is quite understandable: no document has
been found so far which would be authored by Chairman of the Council of People’s
Commissars Vladimir Lenin and Chairman of the All-Russian Central Executive
Committee Yakov Sverdlov and would contain the order to exterminate the
Romanovs recorded in black and white. While some readers might view this as proof
of Moscow’s innocence of the Yekaterinburg tragedy, for others it is evidence that
the Bolshevik leaders tried to conceal their participation in deciding the fate of the
tsar’s family as much as possible. A weak link in the chain of this kind of arguing is
the lack of reliance on the extant sources, albeit indirect ones.

In contrast to the previous sections of the monograph, not the materials of the
White investigation but Soviet memoir texts telling the story of the murder of the
reigning house members constitute the main source for solving the problematic issue
in this chapter. A noteworthy fact is that the author identified the so-called memoir
waves of the 1920-30s and 1950-60s dedicated to the death of the Romanovs, in
which the evolution of interpretations and assessments of the tragic events of 1918
can be observed.”” The reconstruction of the events by the author convincingly proves
that the death of the imperial family could hardly be a result of the arbitrariness of
local Ural authorities. It was given a tacit sanction by the top Bolsheviks in Moscow.

31 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 130; Zhuk, Question
marks in the ‘Tsar’s case’, 464.

32 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 141.

33 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 151-53.
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But were these top Bolsheviks — Vladimir Lenin and Yakov Sverdlov — united in
their view of the fate of the Romanovs? E.Pchelov gives an unequivocally
affirmative answer,> although the materials that have been recently introduced into
scientific circulation do not allow such a definite conclusion. It was established, in
particular, that at the end of August 1918, after F. Kaplan’s assassination attempt on
Lenin, the leader of the Petrograd Bolsheviks G. Zinoviev proposed to transfer the
supreme power in the country to the tandem of Sverdlov and Trotsky in the
conditions of the mortal (as it was believed) wound of Lenin.” Although this fact is
not directly related to the history of regicide, it cannot but push us to certain arguing,
namely, about the Sverdlov—Zinoviev liaison.

It is noteworthy that the representatives of the Ural Regional Council
F. Goloshchyokin and G. Safarov sent the telegram to Moscow with a camouflaged
request about the possibility of the murder of the Romanovs not directly but through
Petrograd and through Zinoviev personally. Why was it necessary if there was a
direct connection between Yekaterinburg and Moscow? Pchelov rightly notes that
“the Bolshevik leadership of Yekaterinburg wanted Zinoviev to be aware of the
events and to act as a kind of an “outside’ witness to this situation.”*® Unfortunately,
the author did not elaborate the idea of what purpose the inclusion of Petrograd’s
leader in these negotiations could pursue.

Another fact that draws attention is that in the telegram addressed to Lenin and
Sverdlov, the Urals representatives asked to reply provided that “their opinions were
the opposite.” Is this not indirect evidence of the contradictions about the fate of the
imperial family between the leaders of the Soviet state? The address of the telegram
sent by Zinoviev to Moscow is also noteworthy: on the upper margin it says
“Moscow, to Lenin”, but in the Zinoviev’s text we read: “Moscow, Kremlin, to
Sverdlov, copy to Lenin.”*” Does this not mean that not Lenin but Sverdlov was the
first to be informed by Zinoviev and therefore the vote of Chairman of the All-
Russian Central Executive Committee was the deciding one? At the same time, there
i1s no documentary evidence that Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars
received such a telegram, which makes it impossible to unambiguously and fully

3 Pchelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 150.

>°S.S. Voitikov, 4 bridle for Trotsky. Red leaders during the Civil War [in Russian]
(Moscow: AIRO-XXI, 2016), 121-42.

3% pehelov, The regicide of 1918: sources, questions, and versions, 174.

37 «“Telegramma G.E. Zinov'eva Predsedatelyu Sovnarkoma V.I. Leninu i Ya. M. Sverdlovu o
poluchennom soobshchenii iz Ekaterinburga otnositel'no uchasti tsarskoi sem'l”” [The telegram from
Grigory Zinoviev to Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars Vladimir Lenin and Yakov
Sverdlov on the message received from Yekaterinburg regarding the fate of the tsar’s family].
F. P-130, op. 2, d. 653, 1. 12. Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii [State Archive of the
Russian Federation], Moscow, Russia.
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assert that he gave his personal sanction for the murder: Lenin could be silent not due
to disagreement with Sverdlov but due to the fact that he did not receive a copy of the
telegram from the Urals.

Thus, it is still too early to assert that Lenin and Sverdlov had a common point of
view on the fate of the Romanovs, and the problem of making that decision,
undoubtedly, should be solved in the context of the struggle for power among the top
Bolsheviks in the summer of 1918.

Conclusion

Summing up the reflections about the monograph by E. Pchelov, I would like to
note that despite its importance, the source study approach that the author declares in
the preface should by no means become a panacea for a historian, especially when
studying an interdisciplinary topic. However, this serious tool in the hands of a
researcher can be useful in a comprehensive study of the historiography of the
Romanovs’ death that has been accumulated over a hundred years. Using the
potential of such an approach as historiographical source study will make it possible
to more accurately determine the main directions in the discussion on the topic, to
identify strengths and weaknesses in the arguments of scholars, and, taking into
account the results obtained, to find the best ways to solve certain issues.
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