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AHHoTanusi. B cratee paccMaTpuBarOTCSI BONPOCHI OCBELICHUS M30MpATeIbHONW KaMIlaHUU B
IV TocynapctBennyto nymy Poccuiickoii umnepun B ApxaHrenbckoi rybepHuu. Brepsbie B
ucropuorpaguu Ha 0asze MyOJIMKALUP KaJeTCKOM Ia3eTbl «ApXaHIelbCK» aBTOP PEKOHCTPYHPYET
nporiecc BbiOOpoB 1912 r. Ha Tepputopun Apxanrenbckoil ryoepHun. ITokaspiBaeTcst OTHOIIEHUE
pPEeAaKIMK Ta3eThl K ASHCTBYIONIEMY M30MpaTEIbHOMY 3aKOHOJATENbCTBY U MHMIIMATUBAM I10 €r0
Pa3BUTHIO (JIUIIIEHUE TyXOBEHCTBA M30MpaTEIbHBIX MPaB, )KEHCKOE M3bupaTeapbHoe mpaso). Jlaercs
CpPaBHUTEJIbHBIA aHANM3 KoJM4ecTBa H30Mpateneld mo ye3gam rydoepHun Ha BbelOopax B Il u
IV T'ocynapcTBeHHBIE 1yMbl, TOKa3bIBACTCS MPEICTABUTEIBCTBO OT KaXKIAOM U3 Ipymil u3dupareneit
B Try0epHCKOM u30upaTenbHOM coOpaHuu. B mnoBecTke razeTsl «ApXaHTelbCK» aBTOPOM
BBIIETISIIOTCS CJIEAYIOIINME KIIIOUEBBIE BONPOCHI MPH OCBELIEHMM BBHIOOPOB: ydacTue B BbIOOpax
JyXOBEHCTBA, BJIMSHHE BJIACTEHl Ha XOJ HM30MpaTe]bHONM KaMIaHWM, XOJ BBIOOpOB B Yye3Jax,
NpeaBBIOOpPHAs aruTalys, [POrHO3UpOBaHHEe UTOroB BbIOOpoB. [loka3epiBaercs crenuduka
OTHOIICHMS peJlaKIIUK ra3eThl K uToram BeiOOpoB B |V I'ocynapcTBeHHyo nymy.
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Elections to the Fourth State Duma of the Russian Empire
as Assessed by the Newspaper Arkhangelsk

Abstract. The article deals with the issues of coverage of the election campaign to the Fourth State
Duma of the Russian Empire in Arkhangelsk Governorate. For the first time in historiography, the
author reconstructs the process of the 1912 elections in the territory of Arkhangelsk Governorate on
the basis of the publications in the Kadet newspaper Arkhangelsk. The author shows the attitude of
the newspaper editors to the current electoral legislation and the initiatives for its development
(disenfranchisement of the clergy, women’s suffrage). The author provides a comparative analysis
of the number of voters in the elections to the Third and Fourth State Dumas by uyezd and
considers representation of each group of voters in the governorate electoral assembly. In the
agenda of the newspaper Arkhangelsk, the author highlights the following key issues in the
coverage of the elections: participation of the clergy in the elections, influence of the authorities on
the course of the election campaign, of the elections in uyezds, election campaigning, and
forecasting the election results. Specific attitude of the newspaper editors to the results of the
elections to the Fourth State Duma is shown.

Keywords: Fourth State Duma, newspaper Arkhangelsk, Arkhangelsk Governorate, election,
Kadets, Nikolai Mefodiev
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BBenenue

N3yuenue wuCTOpUM POCCUUCKOTO MapjJaMEHTapu3Ma SIBJISCTCA aKTyaJbHBIM
nmpeaMeToM wuccienoBanuii. Oco0oe 3HAYeHHE MPU OTOM MNPHUOOpETaeT aHaIu3
peaKkIuy OOIICCTBEHHOI0 MHEHMS Ha BBIOOpPHI, YeMYy IIOCBSIICHO 3HAYUTEIBLHOE
KOJIMYECTBO TPYJOB POCCUMCKUX M 3apyOEkKHBIX I/ICTopI/IKOBl. Takxe cruengyet

1AKyﬂbmuH I1.B., Kuazesa M.C. BpiOOpsl U mpencTaBUTENbCTBO Ps3aHckoil rybepHuH B
I'ocynapctBennoit nyme Poccuiickoil umnepun. Pszanb: Ps3anckast oOnactHas tunorpagus, 2011;
Jlunamosa O.B. Bpibopsl B I'ocynapctBennyto JIymy Poccuiickoit umnepun Bo Bnaaumupckoit
ryoepauu.  MockBa;  PoctoB-Ha-/lony:  M3matenbctBo  CeBepo-KaBkasckoit — akagemuu
rocyaapcTBeHHOU ciyk0b1, 2006; Manviuesa O.I. VI3oupatenbHas cucteMa U npakTuka Poccun B
nepuoJi xyMmckoit MmoHapxuu 1905-1917. Mocksa: Ksanpura, 2018; Ilampukeesa O.A. Poccuiickas
obmmectBeHHOCTh M BbIOOPH! B | 1 |l I'ocynapctBennsie ymsl (1905-1907 rr.). Canxt-IleTepOypr:
W3znarensctBo Cankt-IlerepOyprekoro ynuBepcutera, 2005; Emerging Democracy in Late
Imperial Russia: Case Studies on Local Self-Government, State Duma Elections, the Tsarist
Government, and the State Council before and during World War | / edited by M.S. Conroy. Niwot,
CO: University Press of Colorado, 1998; Emmons T. The Formation of Political Parties and the
First National Elections in Russia. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1983; Edelman R.
Gentry Politics on the Eve of the Russian Revolution: The Nationalist Party, 1907-1917. New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1980; Hosking G.A. The Russian Constitutional
experiment: Government and Duma, 1907-1914. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973;
Keep J.L.H. Russian Social-Democracy and the First State Duma // The Slavonic and East
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OTMETHUTh, YTO, HECMOTPS HA IOBOJBHO OOIIUPHYIO OTEYECTBEHHYIO HCTOPUOTPAPHIO
POCCHUICKOrO mapjaMEeHTapu3Ma, 4YHCIO padoT, UCCIEAYIOIUX OCBELIECHHUE
N30MpaTeIbHbIX KaMIAHUM OpraHaMy MEPUOJUYECKON Ie4aTH, MO-TPEKHEMY
HEBEITHKO”.

B cBsA3uM C 3TMM 3HAYMTENBHBIA WHTEPEC NPEACTABIIIOT MaTepUaabl YaCTHOU
OPOBUHIMAIBHON  NEPUOAUYECKOM  Ie4aTH, MCIIOJIB30BAaHUE KOTOPBIX  JIAaeT
BO3MOXHOCTb 3HAYUTEIBHO PACIIUPUTH MIPEACTABICHUE O TOM, KaK IPOBUHIIAAIIbHAS
OOIIECTBEHHOCTh BOCIPUHUMAJIa M30MpaTeNbHbIE KAMIIAHUUA. JTO MMEET OOJIbIIOoe
3HaYeHHEe B YCJIOBHUAX, KOTJa HCTOpUs BBHIOOpOB B [ocymapcTBeHHYIO AyMy B
OTJENBHBIX TYOSPHUSIX B UCTOpUOTpapUH MPEACTaBISIET CO00M «Oernble maTHa». Tak,
(aKTUYECKU €IMHCTBEHHBIM HCCIIEJOBAaHUEM, B KOTOPOM OCBELIAINCH OBl BHIOOPHI B
['ocynapcTBeHHYI0 JyMy Ha TEPPUTOPUU ApPXaHTEeIbCKOW TyOepHHH, SBIISETCS
cratbs A.H. EropOBaS.

JlaHHO€ WCCIEeNOBaHUE HANpPaBJICHO HA YCTPAHEHWE YKA3aHHOM JIAKyHBI B
n3ydeHuu BbIOOpOB B ['ocyaapcTBeHHyr0 Aymy B ApxaHrenbckoil ryoepuun. Ha
Marepuanax  KaJeTCKOW  ra3eTbl  «ApXaHIelbCK»  II0Ka3aHO  OTHOIICHHE
OMIIO3WLMOHHON TNPOBUHIMAIBHON Ie€YaTH K POCCUHCKOMY H30UpaTebHOMY

European Review. 1955. Vol. 34, Ne 82. P. 180-199; Smith S.J. The Russian Third Duma: An
Analitycal Profile // The Russian Review. 1958. Vol. 17, Ne 3. P. 201-210.

2 Xomenrko C.B. | lNocynapctBennas Jlyma: criocoObl BO3IEUCTBHS COIMAI-IEMOKPATUYECKUX
naptuii Ha HaceneHue TaBpuyeckoil ryOepHUH (IO MaTepuajaM COLHaNI-IEMOKPAaTHYECKOM
nepuoandeckoil mevatu) // Mcropuueckuit »kypHan: HayuHble uccienoBanus. 2018. Ne 5 (37).
C. 74-87; Copoxun A.A. Pycckas IlpaBocnaBHast LlepkoBb u BbIOOpEI B | ['ocynapcTBeHHyI0 1ymy
(mo marepuanam >xypHana «llepkoBHblii BecTHUKY) // Taspuueckue umenus 2021. Axmyanvhsie
npoonemvl  NApIaMeHmapusmMa: UCmopus u CO8pemMeHHoCmyb: mamepuanvl MedcoyHapooHou
nHayunou kougepenyuu (Cankm-Ilemepbype, Taepuueckuii osopey, 9—10 oexabps 2021 2.):
COOpHUK Hay4HbIX cTaTeil: B 2 u. / mox penakuueit A.b. Hukonaea. Cankr-IlerepOypr: Acmepuon,
2022. 4. 1. C. 55-60; Copoxun A.A. Bwibopsl B IV T'ocymapctBennyto JlymMy B OLEHKax
HIKeropojickor razersl «l'ooc Mununa» // Hacnenue B.I'. Koponenko. Ctpareruu rymanu3ma:
coopuuk marepuanoB YerBepToit Beepoccuiickoil HayuHo-TIpakTHUecKol KoHpepeHnunu (Huxauit
Hosropon, 2627 anpens 2023 r.) / noxn pemakuueir A.H. ®oprynarosa. Hwxkuuit Hosropon:
WznarensctBo HHI'Y, 2023. C. 157-162; Kanoocnaa O.B. Pycckas IlpaBocnaBnas LlepkoBb u
BbIOOpPHI B | 1 |l T'ocynapcTennsie J{ymbr Poccutickoii ummepun (1o marepuaiam xxypHana «Bepa
u pasym») // Bectnuk Hwmxeropoackoro ynusepcurera um. H.W. Jlo6aueBckoro. 2022. Ne 6.
C.17-23.

3 Eeopos A.H. Ilonutnueckue npeanouteHus aenyraroB I'ocynapcrsenHoi Jlymel Poccuiickoit
UMIIepUH OT ceBepHbIX TyOepHuit // TaBpuueckue urenus 2014. AxTyanbHble HpOOIEMBI
[apJaMeHTapyu3Ma: HMCTOpUS M COBPEMEHHOCTh: Marepuanbl MeXIyHapOJHOM HAay4dHOU
koHpepenimuu (Cankr-IlerepOypr, TaBpuueckuii nBopen, 10—11 nexabps 2014 r.): cOOpHUK
Hay4yHbIX cTareil: B 2 4. / mox penaknuei A.b. HukomaeBa. Cankr-IlerepOypr: DnexCuc, 2015.
Y. 1. C. 254-264.
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3aKOHOJIATEILCTBY U PEKOHCTPYHUpOBaH caMm xo1 BbiOopoB B |V ['ocymapcTBeHHyrO
IyMy B ApXaHTeJIbCKOW ryOepHuu.

OcHoBHas YacTh
l"azera «Apxanrenabck» uzgaBainach ¢ 1909 r. B oqHOMMEHHOM T'yOEpHCKOM LIEHTPE

Bpauom H.B. MedoaueBeim (1869 — mocne 1927 r.), OomHMM U3 JHUIACPOB
apXaHTeJIbCKOTO KoMUTeTa KajaeTckod maptuu (B 1907-1912 rr. oH Takxke SBISIICS
JIenyTaToM INocynapctBeHHOM JTyMBbl). Borpocst MPEACTOSAIIUX B

IV T'ocynapcTBeHHyI0 1yMy BBIOOPOB Ha CTpaHHUIIAX ra3eThl HAYaIN OCBEIATHCS €IIe
10 okoHuaHus 3akmountenbHoil ceccuu Il [{ymel. Tak, B ssHBape 1912 r. B crarbe
«CenbCcKOe JTyXOBEHCTBO U BBIOOPBI» OBUIO IOABEPrHYTO PE3KOM KPUTHKE
npesoxeHue oktsopucta A.B. EponkuHa o quIIeHNN JyXOBEHCTBA U30UpaTENIbHbIX
npaB. Ilpu3HaBasg, 4YTO JYXOBEHCTBO B CBOEM OOJIBIIMHCTBE Ha BbIOOpax
MIPEICTABIISIET UHTEPECHl MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO IMPaBbIX, aBTOpP CTATbH, TEM HE MEHEE,
3asBIISIL:

To, uTo apxumepeiickas BIacTh 3allyTHBAET TYXOBEHCTBO M CHJION TOJKAeT €ro B
pSIBI COIO3HMKOB, €Ile He JaeT HUKAKOTro IpaBa TpeOOBaTh OTCTPaHECHUS
JTYXOBEHCTBA OT Jeja TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO CTPOUTENBCTBA, OT COLMAIBHOTO U
JyXOBHOT'O OOHOBJIEHUS pOI[I/IHBI4.

JleiicTBuTenbpHas npodiemMa, KOTOPYIO CIEI0BaIO 00CYK/aTh U pelliaTh, 10 MHEHUIO
aBTOpa YKAa3aHHOH CTaThH, 3aKJIIOYaach B 00ECHEYeHUH CBOOOJbI TOJIOCOBAHUS U
CBOOO/IbI MOJUTHYECKOU IEATETLHOCTH 1yXOBEHCTBA.

PaccmarpuBaiace Ha cTpaHMIax ra3eTbl U BO3MOKHOCTh BHECEHHsI U3MEHEHHN B
n30upaTenbHOE 3aKOHOAATeNbCcTBO. Tak, u3gatens razetsl H.B. Medonuer u emie
onuH apxanrenabckuil aenyrtar, M.C. ToMunoB, NpUCOEIUHWINCH K 3aKOHOIPOEKTY
00 m30MpaTenbHBIX MpaBax >KEHIIWH, KOTOpbIM Obul BHeceH B Jlymy 40 nenmyraramu
nocie oOpamenus Poccuiickoil JIMTM  paBHOMNPABUS SKEHIIMH. 3aKOHOMPOEKT
npeJoarai MpeloCcTaBlIeHNe KEeHIMHAM aKTUBHOTO U TACCUBHOTO U30UpaTeNIbHBIX
npaB Ha BblOOpax B JlymMy. «ApXaHreinbCK» IO 3TOMY IIOBOJY BBICKa3bIBall
CleAyIoLIee MHEHUE:

VYyacTue >KeHIUH B 3aKOHOJIATEIhCTBE OKa3ajo Obl, HECCOMHEHHO, OJIarOTBOPHOE
BJIIMSHHAE Ha BECh XOJI €ro, 0COOEHHO B 00JIaCTH TaK HA3bIBAEMBIX COIIMAJILHBIX
BOIIPOCOB, B pa3perieHre KOTOPBIX JKEHIIMHBI BHECIU Obl MHOTO TBOPYECTBA U
BIIOXHOBEHHUS.

4 Apxanrensck. 1912. 31 suBapst.
° Apxanrenbck. 1912, 26 dheBpansi.
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CkenTuyeckn peJakuMs Tra3eTbl OTHECHAach K PEe4Yd IPEeMbEP-MHHHCTpA
B.H. KokoBioBa, KOTOpod TOT (paKTUYECKH OTKPBLI H30MpATEIbHYI0 KaMIIaHUIO,
BeicTynuB 3 anpenst 1912 r. nepen MockoBCKUM OMpIKeBBIM 0011ecTBOM. M35105KKB
B3IJIsAbl MpaBuTesbcTBa Ha aAestenbHOCTh |1 Jlymer u oxupanus ot IV lymsl,
MIPEMBEP-MUHUCTP MPU3bIBAI OCTABUTH «B CTOPOHE BCEBO3MOKHBIE PA3IUUMS HALINX
B3IJISIZIOB U YOXKIEHUN». «ApXaHTENbCK» B CTaTh€ C CHMBOJIMYHBIM Ha3BaHHUEM
«CrnoBa W JEUCTBUTENIBHOCTb» YKa3blBal HA TO, YTO JAHHBIM MPU3BIB SBISETCA
«aruTallMOHHBIM MaHEBPOM» M UYTO B JCUCTBUTEIBHOCTH HUKAKOTO MPUBJICUCHHUS
OOIIIECTBEHHBIX CHJI K paboTe Ha OJaro crpaHsl HET, a B UTOTE€ BCE OCTAHETCA IIO-
crapomy’.

B Mae Ha crpanunax «ApxaHreibcka» He 0€3 COXaleHHUs] KOHCTATUPOBAJIOCh, YTO
IIpU BCEOOIEM IMPEIBHIOOPHOM OKHUBJIEHUU B T'YOEpHUHM HE OUIyHIaeTcst OJIM30CTH
ouepeHON N30HUpaTEeNbHOW KaMIIaHWH, YTO AaBajlo MOBOJ JIsl OMTACEHHUS:

[Ipy TakoM HHEPTHOM OTHOUIEHWM HAIIUX OObIBaTeNed K MNPeACTOSIINUM

9K3aMEeHaM IMOJMTUYECKON 3PEIOCTH MOXKET CIYYUThCS, YTO OOILIECTBO MOMAET
7

Bpazopos .

[loguepkuBanoch, 4YTO TMpPU OOMIMPHOCTH MPOOJIIEM TEPpPUTOPUU (OTCYTCTBUE
3eMCKOr0 CaMOyIpaBiieHUs, c1abo pa3BUThIE MYTH COOOLIEHUS U T.1I.) TpeOyercs
00J1b11I0I1 00bEM 3aKOHOJATEIBHON pabOThl, B YCIOBUSAX KOTOPOHl BECOMYIO POJIb
OyJeT Urpath «IOJUTUYECKAs (PU3NOHOMHUS JENyTATOB.

B razere oTrmeyanoch U aAMUHUCTPATUBHOE BO3JEHCTBUE HA AYXOBEHCTBO YEpE3
Cunop. Tak, k xkoHy pa0Gotel Il Iymbl MHOTME CBSIIEHHUKM W3 YHCIA MPABbIX,
HAI[MOHAJMCTOB U OKTAOPHUCTOB MOJYYMJIM Harpajabl U HOBbIE Ha3HAYEHMs, B TO
BpeMsl KakK CBSIIEHHOCIY)KUTEIN, COCTOSIBIIME B JIEBBIX (PAKIUAX, 11O MHEHHUIO
raseThl, «BPS JIM BEPHYTCS B CBOM NPUXOb»°. OCyKIanach B HEil M IPaKTHKA
PYKOBOACTBa H30MpaTeqsiMH M3 YUCIa JYXOBEHCTBA CO CTOpoHbl CuHOJa,
HaxoJAIIascsd, N0 MHEHHIO «ApPXAaHIeIbCKa», B IMPOTUBOPEUMU C 3asBICHUSMH
IpaBod Mpecchl O BpeJe MOJUTHYECKOW OOpbOBI AJisi CBSIIEHHUKOB (ITOCKOJIBKY
enapxuajlibHOe HayajlbCTBO, KaK IMpaBWJIO, 3allpellajo roJIocoBaTh 3a MHpPSH 0e3
67arOCIOBICHNS W OTKPHITO MOICPKHBAIO TPABBIX M HampoHamuctos)’. ITo
MHEHHUIO PEJIaKIIMM, TaKasi MOJIMTHUKA MpuBesa Obl K ToMy, 4To [[yma mMoria oka3zatbcs
3arpOMOXKIEHA  «MaJl0  KYJbTYpPHBIM  JYXOBEHCTBOM,  COBEPIIEHHO  HE
TOJTOTOBJIECHHBIM K ITHPOKOH FOCYIapPCTBEHHOM JICATETBHOCTHN .

6 Apxanrenbck. 1912. 10 anpens.
! Apxanrenbek. 1912. 3 mas.

8 Apxanrenbsck. 1912. 14 urons.
° Apxanrenbsck. 1912. 4 urons.

10 Apxanrenbcek. 1912. 29 urons.
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KoMMenTupyss uHTepec HacelneHHs TyOepHHU K BbIOOpaM, «ApPXaHTEIbCK»
OTMeUaJ €ro NajeHHe M pPaBHOAYIIHOE OTHOWIGHME K HuM . KpuTuke Obuia
MOJBEPrHYTa W TOPOJCKas yIpaBa ApxXaHreibcka, HE OIyOJMKOBABIIAS CIHCKU
u30upareneii BONpPEeKH HOpPMaM  3aKOHOJATENbCTBA, HO HalpaBUBIIAs HX
ry0epHaTopy, HECMOTpSI Ha TO, YTO MPSIMOTO YKa3aHHs Ha HEOOXOJUMOCTh JAHHOTO
JICHCTBHS B 3aKOHE HE OBLIO .

[IpencTaBneHHbI Ha CTpaHUIAX «ApXaHrelIbCKa» MaTepHall J1aeT BO3MOXKHOCTb
PEKOHCTPYHpOBATh JaHHBIE O KOJMYECTBE H30HMpaTeneii W O JAMHAMHUKE 3TOTO
MOKa3aTelIs [0 CPABHEHUIO € IPeAbIAYyLIEeH n30upaTebHON KamnaHuei (cM. tadu. 1).

Tabnuya 1

Yucj1eHHOCTh TOPOACKNX U30upaTesieil ApXaHreJbCKOi rydepHuH Ha BbIOOpax
B Il m IV I'ocynapcrBennsie )IyMblls

KonmuaecTBo ropoickux KonmuaecTBo ropoickux
VYesn n3buparesei Ha BRIOOpax n3bupareneit Ha BBIOOpax
B IV dymy B Il dymy
1-it cpe3n | 2-i cpesn Bcero 1-it cpe3n | 2-ii cpesn Bcero
AJIEKCaHIPOBCKHMA 21 61 82 20 157 177
ApXxaHTelbCKui 333 2104 2437 228 1380 1608
Kemckwii 43 438 481 39 549 588
MeseHckuii 73 300 373 54 258 312
OHexcKui 44 246 290 69 449 518
[TuaEKCKII 21 178 199 17 125 142
[Tewopckwuit 1 214 215 2 96 98
X0JIMOropcKui 40 154 194 28 123 151
Hlenkypckuii 24 236 260 30 220 250
Bcero 600 3931 4531 487 3357 3844

Kak ormedasiocs B raszere, yBeIWYEHHE 4YHCIA H30UpaTeNiell MPOMCXOAMWIIO B
OCHOBHOM 3a CUET CBAIIEHHUKOB (Hampumep, B [llenkypckom yes3ae B cnuckax 2-ro
TOpPOJICKOTO che3fa u3 236 uzdbupareneit ux Obu1o 143 dyenoBeka), B TO BpeMs Kak
cpasy B Tpex yesnax (IIunexckom, Illenkypckom u X0oJMOTrOpcKOM) B CIIHCKAaX HE
oKasanoch m30MpaTeNell MO IEH3y KBapTHPHOTO Hamora . B memom umcio
n3bupareneit BeIpocsio. I[lpuydyeM B TPOLIEHTHOM COOTHOIICHHMH TpuOaBKa B
[Tewopckom yesne cocraBunia Oosee yem 100 % (0AHAKO CTOUT YUHUTHIBATH, YTO

34aTEM CIIMCKH KOPPEKTHUPOBAJIUCDH I/136I/IpaTCJ'IBHBIMI/I KOMUCCUsIMU U B HG‘IOpCKOM

1 Apxanrenbek. 1912, 28 urons.

12 Apxanrenbsck. 1912. 3 aBrycra.

B o nannusiv: Apxanrensck. 1912. 28 urons; Apxanrensck. 1912. 31 aBrycra; ApxaHIenbCK.
1912. 4 cents6ps.

1 Apxanrenbek. 1912. 28 utons; Apxanrensck. 1912. 31 aBrycra.
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B OL|EHKaX ra3eTbl «ApXaHresbCKy ViccnenosaHus

yesge u3 214 msbmpartenmeii 2-ro cbesma ObUIO HCKmodeHo 119 demoex™), B
ApxanrensckoM — 50 %. JIumb B Anekcanaporckom, Kemckom n OHEXCKOM ye3aax
npousonuio ymenbiieHue. Ilo cpaBHenuto ¢ 1907 r. mo TyOepHHH TOPOJCKHX
n3bupareneit mo 1-my cwe3my cranmo Oompmie Ha 23,2 %, a mo 2-my — Ha 17,1 %.
Bceero u3 57 131 xureneil ropoAoB M MOCagoB ryOepHUU H30MpATENbHBIE IpaBa
HUMEIIH, TakuM 00pa3oM, 4 531 denoBek (niau menee 8 %).

[To nelicTBOBaBIIEMY pacHucaHuio, ApXaHTelIbcKoe T'yOepHCKoe H30upaTesibHOe
coOpanue cocTosio u3 46 BeIOOPIIUKOB. [l0 TaHHBIM HUXE TPUBEACHHONW TaOIHIIbI
(cM. Tabi. 2) MBI BUAUM, B KaKOW MPOIMOPLIUU MPOUCXOIUIO0 U30paHue OT KaXKI0M U3
KaTeropui uzdoupareneil. B camoii razere « ApxaHreibCck» MOA00HOE pacipeeicHue,
korna Oosiee 50 % wmecT B TyOepHCKOM U30UpaTeIbHOM COOpaHMM ObUIO 32
KPYIHBIMH JIOMOBJIA/ICNIbIIaMU U TOPTOBO-TIPOMBINIJICHHUKAMH, XapaKTepU30BajIoCh
Kak HecrnpaBenuBocTh: 0,2 % HaceneHuss uMeeT OOJBIIMHCTBO «HAJ BCEMH
HapOJIHBIMU MacCaMM» M PEIIAeT CyAbOy MpEeACTaBUTEIbCTBA OT ryOepHuu B Jlyme
(MMEHHO C 3TUM OOCTOSITEIbCTBOM Ta3eTa CBsI3bIBaja W HEBBICOKUWA HMHTEpEC
HACeJIeHHUs K BEIGOpam)™™.

Tabruya 2

IIpencraBuTe/IbCTBO B APXaHIeJIbCKOM I'y0OepHCKOM M30UpaTeJIbHOM COOpaHUuM
Ha BbIGopax B |1V TocyaapcTBEHHYIO AyMY OT Pa3HBIX rpymm’’

KonunuecTBo
BbIOOPILMKOB B KomnuecTtBo
N36upatenpHas KonuyectBo .
. ryoepHCKOM u3zbupareneil Ha
KypHst n30upareneit
n30MpaTeTIbHOM OJIHOTO BBIOOpIIIMKA
coOpaHUM OT Kypuu
1-# ropoickoii che3 600 26 23
2-1i TOPOJICKOI che3nt 3931 10 39
KpecTbsine 202 409 9 22 490
Paboune 18 137 1 18 137
Bcero 225077 46 -

Cam nopsiiok BEIOOPOB B TyOEpHUU YK€ MOCie MyOIMKaluK CIIUCKOB MpeTepries
n3meHenus. 30 asrycra 1912 r. MUHUCTPOM BHYTPEHHMX JI€ 2-U Che37 TOPOACKHUX
n30upareneil ApXaHrejlbCKOro yesjaa OblT pa3[esieH Ha JBa OTIEICHUsS, KaXI0e U3
KOTOPBIX JIOJDKHO ObUIO M30paTh MO OTAEIBHOCTH TIO OJHOMY BBIOOPIIMKY B
ry0OepHCcKoe wu30upaTeabHOe coOpaHHue. «ApXaHTENbCK» Ha HOTO HOBOBBEIICHHE
OTpearupoBajl OTPULIATENIHO, OTMEuas, YTO BHYTPU 2-TO ChE3a TEM CaMbIM
CO3/1aeTcs NPUBHWIECTMpPOBAHHAsl TpyIma, CXoXas MO CocTaBy ¢ 1-M cbe3ioMm, B
pe3ynbTaTe 4ero Ha BBIOOpAaX cpeau ropokad B 00phrOy BCTYIAT cpa3y TpU Kiacca

> Apxanrensck. 1912. 7 centaopsi.
16 Apxanrenbsck. 1912. 4 cents0pst.
Y Mo naumbIM: Apxanrenbck. 1912. 4 ceHTs0ps.
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n3bupareneil:  KpyHmHbIE  TOPrOBO-IIPOMBIIUIEHHUKH,  3€MJIEBIAAEIbLUbl U
JOMOBJIAJIENbIBI;  MEJIKHE  TOPrOBO-IIPOMBIIIJICHHUKH,  3E€MJICBIAJCIbIBI U
JIOMOBITA/IEITBIIBI; KBAPTHPOHAHMMATEIH U CITy’Kalie (OCHOBHAs Macca)™.

OTMeyasi KOHKpPETHbIE HEIOCTAaTKW WHCTUTYTA IMPEACTABUTEIbCTBA (BIUSHUE
aAMUHUCTPALIMK Ha XOJ BBIOOPOB, 3aBEJAOMOE IMOJIOKEHUE omnmno3uuuu B Jlyme
IpeICTaBUTENIEH TEMOKPAaTUYECKUX U MPOTPECCUBHBIX MapTUH, 3aBUCUMOCTb CYbObI
OYMCKHX TNPOEKTOB OT ['OCyIapCTBEHHOTIO COBETAa), PENaKLUs Ta3eThl MPU 3TOM
oTBeprajia a0CEHTEN3M KakK CpeJCTBO OOpPHObI U HacTauBasla HA HEOOXOJUMOCTH «HE
BBIIYCKaTb HU OJHOM MO3WULHH, HU OJHOU BO3MOYKHOCTI» . I[Ipn »TOM
BBICKA3bIBAJIOCh MHEHHUE, YTO HA CUET MPEJIBBIOOPHON CUTyallMd B ApPXaHIeJIbCKOM,
IO CPAaBHEHUIO C IPYTUMU CEBEPHBIMU I'YOEpHUAMHU, «y IPABUTEIBCTBA HE MOXKET HE
OBITH B3IIIAIOB CAMBIX TIECCHMUCTHYECKHX) .,

OnmnoHupoBanl «ApXaHTelbCK» M MPABUTEIILCTBEHHOMY OQUIMO3Y, Ta3eTe
«Poccust», penakius KOTopoil moasepriia Kputuke kak aestenbHocTb | Jymbl, Tak
U €€ JICMyTaTOB M3 YKCIIA OIMIO3UIUHU. «APXAHTEIBCK» UCAI:

Bamm mo3umuM — NO3WIMK JIIOJIEH, JKEJAloIUX BO 4YTO OBl TO HH CTalio

COXPaHHUTh B CBOMX PYKax BJIACTh M OTOOpATh HA3a]l IO BO3MOKHOCTHU MOOOIIbIIIE
21

W3 TOT0, YTO ObUIO YCTYyIUIeHO Hapoay 17-ro oktsops 1905 roma”™.

Henpuemnem Obul afi peJakuMd M TMOAXOJ, 3aKIIOYABIIMICS B MOIIEPIKKE
IIPEACTABUTENIE TOPrOBBIX M IMPOMBIIUICHHBIX KpPYTOB HE3aBUCUMO OT UX
MMOJIUTUYECKOW OPUEHTAllMM, KOTOpBIM mpemnarana razera «Ytpo Poccum». Jlns
«ApXaHTellbCKay MPUOPUTETOM OBbUIO HE PYKOBOACTBO HHTEpPECAMHU «MAaJICHbKOU
Ipynmb», a MOJUTUYECKOE, SKOHOMHUYECKOE U COIMAIbHOE OOHOBIIEHHWE POJIMHBI,
KOTOpO€, [0 MHEHHMIO peJaklUWH, MOINIM pPEealu30BaTh JIMIIb «IIPOTPECCUBHO
HACTPOCHHBICY JTFO/IN .

Ha ctpanunnax ra3zerbl BIacTU OOBUHSIIUMCH B OTCYTCTBHM YBa)KEHHS K OOLECTBY U
HapoJly B CBSI3M C BMELIATEIbCTBOM B U30MpaTeNIbHbIM MPOLIECC, TPUEMBI KOTOPOTO,
KAaK YKa3blBAJIOCh B Ta3eTe, «CTAHOBSATCS AHEKIOTHYECKUMU W IOBTOPSIOTCA Kak
TUMAYHBIA CMEIIHOM pacckas3». B KkadecTBe TakuX TMPUEMOB OBbUIM Ha3BaHBI
BBIJICJICHHE B OTHEJBHBIX YE€3[aX HAalMOHAIbHBIX U PEJIMIHMO3HBIX KypUil, JaBICHUE
Ha YMHOBHMKOB W3 4YHUCJIa BBIOOPUIMKOB, a Takke CyJIeOHbIe IpeciieIOBaHus

2
HEYTOJHBIX KaHAUIATOB 3,

18 Apxanrensck. 1912. 5 ceHTs6psL.
19 Apxanrenbek. 1912. 21 utons.

20 Apxanrenbek. 1912. 26 utons.

2 Apxanrenbscek. 1912. 12 urons.

22 Apxanrenbek. 1912, 8 ceHTsopst.
2 Apxanrensck. 1912. 16 centsiOpsi.
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Eciu roBOpUTh O KOHKPETHBIX TpyIIax H30HpaTeneid, TO OAUH U3 aBTOPOB
BBIPAJKAJl YBEPEHHOCTb, YTO NOMJIEPKKY IPOrPECCHBHBIM TEUCHUSAM OKaXyT
KpecTbsiHE, JenyTarbl oT KOoTopbix B |lI Jlyme B OOnbIIMHCTBE CBOEM BCE K€ HE
COJIUIAPU30BAIHCH C MPaBbIMU (@ TE€, KOTOPbIC BOILLIM B COCTaB MPaBBIX (PPaKIIMiA,
HEPEIKO TOIOCOBATH MO OTACHBHBIM 3aKOHOMPOEKTAM COBMECTHO C OINTO3HIIHE)” .
Taxke craBka Jenmanach Ha IOJIydaTelled TOCYJAapCTBEHHBIX IIEHCHH U
KBapTHpOoHaHuMarteneu. [Ipu 3Tom, XOTA 1 OTMEYaINCh TEMOKPAaTUYECKUE BO33PEHNUS
n30uparenel 3TOM KAaTeropuu, CBSA3aHHBIE C WX HEBBICOKMM MaTepUalbHbIM
TOJIO’KEHUEM, C TPEBOTOif KOHCTATHPOBANICS X HEBBICOKMII MHTEPEC K BEIGOpaM ™,

B muiane TakTHKHM BbIpakaiach HaJeXk/la HAa TO, YTO COLMAI-IEMOKpPAThl OYyIyT
«CTOSITh Ha OoJiee peaslbHOM IMOYBE» M OTKAXKYTCS OT MPUHIUIIOB COIJIAIIEHUH C
KaJeTaMH TOJIBKO B HCKJIIOUMTENBHBIX ciaydasx. [lo MHeHHIo penakuuu, B
CYILLIECTBYIOIUX YCJIOBUSX JIEBbIE TEUEHUS

BCE CBOM HAJEXIbl TOJDKHBI BO3JIaraTh Ha TMPEIBAPUTEIBHBI YrOBOpP MEXTY
co000, Ha COJHMAApHOE, AUCIUIUIMHUPOBAHHOE BBICTYIJICHHWE COOO0Ia, Ha

26
OKOHOMHIO 1 KOHOCHTpAIHUIO CHUIT .

Ha crpanunax raserbl ObUIM OMYOJIMKOBaHBI CTaThU KAJETCKUX JIMJIEPOB
A.C.U3roesa wu xkHa3s IlaB.JI. J[loaropykoBa, B KOTOPBIX TOBOPUJIOCH O
«IMATPUOTHUYECKOM JIONTe u30uparesei», OCOOEHHO B YCIOBHSIX OrpaHUYCHUS
n30UpaTeNbHBIX TpaB. ABTOpPHI aleUIMPOBaIM K OOIIECTBEHHOCTH, IPHU3bIBas
y4aCTBOBATh B MOJIMTHYECKON 00ph0OE uepe3 MUHCTUTYT BHIOOPOB:

Tot peiuar, KOTOpBIN aeTcs TeNepb HACEIEHUIO, JAETCs JIMILIb pa3 B IATh JIET, U

rope, JEHCTBUTENBHO, CTpaHEe, HApOJ KOTOPOMl HE yXBaTUTCSA 3a 1TOT phlyar,
27

YTOOBI MONBITATHCSI XOTh HEMHOT'O MOJIHATH UM CBOE Oarornosydne” .

Ocobast poib Ha BBIOOpAax OTBOJMJIACH TA3eTOM «ApPXaHIENbCK» JAYXOBEHCTBY,
KOTOpO€ OBUIO BO MHOXKECTBE MPEJCTABICHO BO 2-M TOPOJCKOM Che3le (mpuyeM B
XO0JIMOTOPCKOM ye37Ie JIOJIsl CBSIIIICHHUKOB B 3TOM Che3fie cocTaBisiia Oosee 40 %
m3ouparenet, a B Illenkypckom — Oomee 60 %), YTO MO3BOIAIO pEAAKIIUN
KOHCTaTUPOBATh:

KakoBo HacTpoeHHe ye3AHOrO JyXOBEHCTBA — TAaKOBbl OYIyT M pPE3yJbTaThl
2
BHIOOPOB BHIGOPIIMKOB IO 2-My H30HPATETEHOMY ChE3IY>..

24 Apxanrenbek. 1912. 16 mas.

% Apxanrenbck. 1912. 15 urons.
2 Apxanrenbscek. 1912. 22 urons.
2 Apxanrenbck. 1912. 25 aBrycra.
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Curyaruss Morjia OCIOXHHUTBCS TakKe TEeM, 4YTO Jaxe Cpeau OJM3KUX TI0
MOJIMTUYECKUM B3IJIsiIaM KaH/IMJATOB CYIIECTBOBAIA KOHKYPEHIIMSI, KOTOpas MOIJia
B WUTOTe CHIrpaTh Ha pYKy MPEACTaBUTENSIM IpaBbiX. Tak, B MEpBOM Kypuu
n3ouparene ropoga ApxaHreiabCcka ObUIO BBICTABICHO JIBA CIMCKA BBHIOOPIIUKOB,
MEePBBIN U3 KOTOPBIX ObLT adduiarpoBaH C JIECOMPOMBIIIUICHHUKAMHU, & BTOPOH — C
TOPOACKOMN zLyMop”Izg.

B centabpe 1912 1. B 1emaxX BCECTOPOHHETO OCBEIICHUsS] H30HUpaTebHOU
KaMIaHUM PEeJaKIs TPEeAsioKuiia KOPPECHOHJEHTaM YCWIHTh paboTy B 3ITOM
HaIpaBJICHUH U MPUCHIJIATh MaTePHANIbI, B KOTOPBHIX 0CO00€ BHUMAHHE YEISIOCH OBl
HACTPOCHUSIM HM30WpaTeNeid, OCOOCHHOCTSM TMPEABBLIOOPHONW KaMIIaHWUU, XOIy
BHIOOPOB H 3JI0YIOTPEOICHISM Ha HIX .

[TocTynaBmive ¢ MeCT MaTepHalibl IaBalld CJIEAYIONIYI0 KapTUHY BbIOOpOB. Tak, B
[TnHEe)KCKOM ye3/1e BBIOOPHI YITOJTHOMOYECHHBIX OT KPECThSH IIUIA BSJIO, SIBKA
n3bupareneil oOecneunBasniach ypsgHukamu. Ilpm sTomM Ha (¢oHe 001ero
JETIPECCUBHOTO BOCTIPUATHS JIEHCTBUTEIIBHOCTH HEKOTOphIE OXHUAAHUSA OT JlyMbI y
KPECThSH BCE K€ UMEITUCH:

Jleca BeIpyOaroT, MpUPE3KU HET, CKOPO OTOJIOJIAT HAC COBCEM, — JKJIEM YEro-TO OT
1
JIyMBI, @ 4€TO — ¥ CaMH HE 3HaCM" .

Ha TOPOACKHX BBI60an IO HIPOTHUBOIIOCTABJICHHUC AYXOBCHCTBA, TATOTCIOLICTO K
IIpaBbIM, «HHTCJIJIMI'CHTHBIMY) H36I/IpaT€HHM, IIpu4icMm 0e3 0coOBIX IICPCIICKTHUB JIA
IIOCICOAHUX

... OHK HACTOJIBKO JaJICKU OT OPIraHU30BaHHOCTH, UYTO BpAJd I CYMCIOT IIPOBCCTU
32
CBOCI'0 KaHAugara, I1oKa €1 OKOH4YaTCJIbHO HE HAMCUYCHHOI'O .

B OmnexckoM yesne BBIOOPBHI OT pabOYMX COCTOSUTUCH TOJIBKO HAa OJTHOM 3aBOJIE U3
MATH, TTOCKOJIbKY OOJBIITMHCTBO pabouyux MO0 BOOOIE HE 3HAIM O CaMUX BBIOODAX,
b0 3apaHee pemmiivd uX OOWKOTUPOBAaThH (BEPOSITHO, B PE3YNbTATE€ AarvTaIllH
scepoB)>. B Mesenn Ha BEIGOpAx 110 MEPBOMY Che3.y SIBHIACH JHIIb ACCSTAs YacTh
n3bupaTeneu, «Ipyrue ono3aalid U HAILTKA JBEPH 3arepThIMU». MHOTHE HE SBUIIHCH,
TOCKOJIBKY OBLITH 3aHSTHI HA TIPOMBICIIAX .

28 Apxanrenbck. 1912, 11 centa6ps.
2 Apxanrenbck. 1912, 22 ceHTa0ps.
%0 Apxanrenbek. 1912. 14 cenrtsiops.
31 Apxanrensek. 1912. 25 ceHTsiOpsi.
32 Tam xe.

% Tam xe.

% Apxanrernsek. 1912. 5 okTs6psL.
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Ha crpanumax «ApxaHreiabCka» Takke HyOJIMKOBAaJIUCh NPHU3BIBBI ONACATHCS
danbcuPpUIMPOBaAHHBIX CIIMCKOB BBIOOPILIMKOB, pacpoCTpaHsABIINXCS
HE100pOCOBECTHBIMM  YYaCTHMKaMHU BbIOOPOB, U MOJJEpKaTb Ha BBIOOpax B
ApXxaHrenbcke B EPBOM KypUH CIIMCOK, OJM3KUN K TOPOJICKON ymMe, a BO BTOPOH —
penakTopa rasersl (mpu 3TOM OH ObLT ynoMsHyT kak Bpau) H.B. Medoauesa u
npucskHOTo noBepenHoro H.A. Crapuesa (kazer) ™.

[Tobena ynomMstHyTOro HaMH «IPOTPECCUBHOIO» CIIMCKAa Ha BbIOOpAx MO IEPBOM
Kypunu ApxaHreiabcka Obula BOCIPUHSATA KaK 3HAUMTEIBHOE COOBITHE, MOKa3aBlLIEe,
YTO B KYpUHM, DAHEE CUMTABIICHCS OIUIOTOM YMEPEHHBIX, «HAa3pesi0 MOJIOAOE
TeUeHHe, JUI KOTOPOTO YPOKH PYCCKOM SKU3HH HE TIPOILTH AapOM»° ..

[lo mnepBoMy OTAENEHUIO BTOPONM KypUH HUTOTM BBIOOPOB  OKa3aJlUCh
CKaHJIaJIbHBIMU: 67 u3 271 3anucKu NpU3HAINA HEACHCTBUTEIBHBIMU, B TOM YHUCIIE U
MOTOMY, YTO OHHM OBUIM TOJAHbl JIMIIAMH, HE BHECEHHBIMH B CIMCKH IE€pPBOIO
orneneHusi. C TOYKU 3pEHUs] PENaKIUKU MOAOOHBIE NEHUCTBUS SBIISUIMCH BOMUIOIIUM
HapylIeHUEM, ITOCKOJbKY OBbUI OIYyOJMKOBAH TOJBKO €IUHBIA H30UpATEIbHBIN
CITHCOK, 4, CIIEIOBATEIBHO, H30MPATEIHN IeiCTBOBAIN B PAMKAX 3aKOHA" .

HeratuBHO OBIJIO BOCHPHUHATO U «pa3bsiCHEHHE» (T.€. yCTpaHEHUE OT BHIOOPOB)
osBIero nenyrata Jymel WM.C. TomuioBa, M3Ha4yalibHO M30paHHOTO B KayecTBE
YIOJIHOMOYEHHOI'O OT CBOEH BOJIOCTU. B CBA3M ¢ 3TUM B OYepeHON pa3 peaakius
CeTOBaJla Ha HECOBEPILUEHCTBO H30MpATEIbHOIO 3aKOHA, OTMEuYas MCKYCCTBEHHBIN
XapakTep orpaHMyYeHul (B Y4aCTHOCTH, YIOJHOMOYEHHBIE U BBIOOPIIUKHU OT KPECThSH
00513aTE€IbHO JIOJDKHBI OBUTM OBITH JOMOXO3M€BAMHM M 3aHUMATbCsl XO3AHCTBOM B
npeJiesiax CBoen BoJIOCTH) ",

[Topaxxenne H.B. MedoaueBa Ha BpIOOpax Mo BTOPOH Kypuu ObLIO OOBICHEHO
pa3IMYHBIMM BHEUIHUMH OOCTOSITENIbCTBaMU. B 11e0M B raszere 3asBIsiIOCH, UYTO B
TaKOM UTOTE€ «HET TOrO, YTO MpPHIaBajio Obl EMY XapaKTep MOPAJbLHOTO MOPaKEHUS».
[Ipy »sTOoM B HEH30paHUM TJABHOTO pEAaKTOpa OOBHUHSIIUCH MHUHHUCTEPCTBO
BHYTPEHHUX JI€Jl, pa3JeiuBIIee KYpHUIO Ha JIBa Che3/la (YTOObI «I10J0pBaTh HIAHCHD»),
a Takke Onu3kas K BiacTtaMm razera «CeBepHOe YTpo», KOTopas, IO CJIOBaM
KOPPECIOH/IEHTA ra3eThl, «CTPEMUIIACH TPOBAIINTh HEHABUCTHOTO KAH/IUATa», B TOM
YHCIIe 3a CUET ero OUEePHEHHMS B Ipecce”.

AHanu3upysi JaHHble O NApPTHUHHOW NPUHAJIEKHOCTH BBIOOPIIMKOB, PEIAKIUS
«ApxaHrelbcKay 3aKirydania, 4To, BeposTHee Bcero, B Jlyme OyneT 3HaYMTENbHBIN
mpaBblil 1aHT, «ciadoe JIEBOE KPhIJIO U COBEPIICHHO HUUYTOXKHBIN IEHTP». B cBsi3H ¢
TUM «EAMHCTBEHHOE, HAa UYTO MOXXET pPACCUUTBIBATH PYCCKOE OOILECTBO, — 3TO

% Apxanrensck. 1912. 25 ceHTsOpsi.
% Apxanrensck. 1912. 27 ceHtsiOpsi.
3 Apxanrenbck. 1912, 11 okts0ps.

%8 Apxanrensck. 1912. 28 centsopsi.
% Apxanrensck. 1912. 30 ceHTsOpsi.
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B3aMMHOE ITOEIAaHUE NPABbIX U HALIMOHATUCTOBY. [Ipu 3TOM KOHCTATUPOBAIOCH, YTO
HauOoJiee oMo3HbIe MpaBklie nmoauTuku, Tuna H.E. Mapkosa u B.M. Ilypumikeuya,
OynyT eme u TOPMO3UTh BCIKyl0 pabory JlyMbl, oTpunas caM NpUHLHUI
3aKOHOJIaTEIbHOr0 ee xapakrepa. OJIHaKo, 0 MHEHHIO PEIaKIMi, HECMOTPS Ha 3TU
o0crosTenbCTBa, yma yXe MPOYHO BCTPOMIACH B CUCTEMY BIIACTHO-OOIECTBEHHBIX
OTHOULIEHUHM, W JIOOBIE TMONBITKU Mapaju30BaTh €€ JACSITENbHOCTh OKa3aJluCh Obl
4peBATHI MOCICACTBUAMH B IEPBYIO OYePEb ISl IPABHTEIBCTBA .

Hakanyne BbIOOpOB camMuX JIEMyTaTOB peaakius aenana ctaBky Ha H.A. CrapieBa
(oH momyunsi OOJIBIIMHCTBO TOJOCOB M Ha MPOOHOM TrojocoBaHuu). B razere
COBETOBAJIM T'0OJIOCOBATH €IWHOOOPA3HO, BHICKA3bIBasl OMACEHHE, YTO B MPOTHBHOM
CJIy4ae BBICOK PHUCK TOTO, YTO MPOWIET «CIy4alHbId KaHauaaT». YTo ke Kacaercs
OTCYTCTBHUS €TUHCTBA y KPECThSIHCKUX BBIOOPIIMKOB, KOTOPhIE HE CMOIJIM HAMETUTh
€IVHYI0 KaHAUAATYypPy, TO 31€Ch KOPPECHOHIEHTHI «APXAHTEIbCKa» BBICKA3bIBAIU
MPEANOJIOKEHNE, YTO AEMYTaT OT KPeCThsH (PaKTHUECKH OyAeT U30paH ropoJCKHUMHU
BHIOOpIIIKAMH

WN3nanne ¢ yaoOBIETBOPEHHWEM IMPHUHSIO WTOTH BBIOOPOB JEMyTAaTOB: B YMHCIIE
npounx mpouutn kamer H.A. CraprueB u Oecmaptuiinbiii [1.A. JleBanumgoB (ot
KPECThsIH, IPOTPECCUBHBIX B3TJIAI0B). [Ipy 3TOM yKa3bIBajaoCh, 4TO UM HEOOXOAUMO
ObITh  TOTOBbIM K  HcHbITaHUsIM:  «[lonokeHHe  YJIEHOB  OMNIO3UIIMU B
I'ocynapctBennon [lyme He wus nerkux»>. Ha 00IIIEPOCCUIICKOM YPOBHE HTOTH
BBIOOPOB OBLIM 0XapaKTEPU30BaHBI KaK «KPYIICHUE OKTAOpH3Ma» (MMEHHO Tak Oblia
o3arjiaBliecHa TepelioBas CTaThsi B OJHOM M3 HOMepoB). Ilo MHeHMIO penakiuu,
n30upaTeny BBIHECIM OKTSIOpUCTaM  «IIPUTOBOP», NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAB CBOE
HEJIOBOJIbCTBO CYIIECTBYIOIIMM MOJIOKEHHEM M CTPEMJIEHUE JOOMBATHCS «ILUPOKUX
pedOpM U TOJIMTHIECKUX CBOOO, BO3BEICHHBIX etie 17 okTsopst 1905 r»™.

3akiroueHue

Boi6ops! B IV T'ocynapcTBeHHYIO0 1yMy Ha CTpaHMIAX Ta3eThl «APXaHTENbCK» B
1912 1. sgBIsyIMCh OOHOM M3 KIIOYEBBIX TeM. M3paBaBmasicst KaJgeTOM
H.B. MedoaueBbimM razera nojauep:kuBajia U3MEHEHUE 3aKOHOIATENLCTBA O BHIOOpAX
B ['ocynapcTBeHHyI0 yMy (B 4aCTHOCTHU, 32 CUET MPEIOCTABICHUSI U30MPATEITHHBIX
npaB keHuHaMm). OTHOCACH B 1I€JIOM K JYXOBEHCTBY KakK MPEUMYILECTBEHHO
MPOBJIACTHON TpyIirne wuz0uparened, peaakiuus «ApXaHTelbCcKa», TEM HE MEHee,
BBICTyMaJla TPOTUB  OTPAaHWUYCHUS]  W30UpATENbHBIX  MPaB  CBAIICHHUKOB.
H.B. MedoaueB ucnonb3oBa ra3eTy Kak aruTallMOHHBIA PYIIOp, MBITAICh Yepe3 Hee

0 Apxanrensek. 1912. 5 okTs6psL.

“ Apxanrenbck. 1912, 20 okts0pst.
42 Apxanrenbck. 1912, 21 okts0ps.
* Apxanrernsek. 1912. 28 okTAOpSL.
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A.A. CopokuH. Beibopel B |V [ocyaapctaeHHyto aymy Poccuinckoi umnepum
B OL|EHKaX ra3eTbl «ApXaHresbCKy ViccnenosaHus

o0ecneunTh MOJCPKKY Ha BbIOOpax ce0e M CBOMM MOJUTHUYECKHM COpPATHUKAM.
Bractu kpuTHKOBaNKChH 32 MOMBITKM BMELIATENIBCTBA B X0/1 BLIOOPOB, IIPU 3TOM CaMU
OKUJIaHUS OT UTOTOB BBIOOPOB OBLIM YMEPEHHO-OCTOPOKHBIMH, TTOCKOJIbKY
MPOTHO3UPOBAIOCH  OTHOCUTEIBHO HEOONBIIOE KOJMYECTBO  OMIMO3UIIMOHHBIX
nenytatoB B ['ocynapctBenHnoit ngyme. [lostomy nzbpanue kagera H.A. Crapuesa u
Oecnaptuiinoro kpectbsinuHa [1.A. JleBanumoBa ObIJI0O BOCIIPUHATO Kak mobena, mpu
ATOM TPU XapPaKTEPUCTUKE OOIIEPOCCHUICKUX HUTOTOB H30UpaTEIbHOM KaMIlaHUU
ra3zera «ApXaHrenbCcK» Jiefiaia akKleHT Ha TOPaKEHUU OKTAOPUCTOB, YTO, 10 MHEHUIO
U3JIaHUs, CBUJETENIHCTBOBAJIO O 3ampoce o0IIecTBa Ha MPOIOJDKEHHE Kypca pedopm,
obenranubix Manudectom 17 oxtsiops 1905 .
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A.A.Sorokin. Elections to the Fourth State Duma of the Russian Empire as Assessed

Research by the newspaper Arkhangelsk

Introduction

History of Russian parliamentarism is a topical subject of research. Of particular
Importance is the study of the response given by the public opinion to the elections,
which is the subject of a significant number of works by Russian and foreign
historians." It should also be noted that despite rather extensive national
historiography of Russian parliamentarism, the number of works that consider the
coverage of election campaigns by the press organs is still small.?

In this regard, the materials of the private provincial press are of considerable
interest. Their use makes it possible to significantly expand the understanding of how
the provincial public perceived the election campaigns. It is very important in
conditions when the history of elections to the State Duma in individual governorates

1 p.V. Akul'shin, and 1.S. Knyazeva, Elections and Representation of Ryazan Governorate in the
State Duma of the Russian Empire [in Russian] (Ryazan: Ryazanskaya oblastnaya tipografiya,
2011); O.V. Lipatova, Elections to the State Duma of the Russian Empire in Vladimir Governorate
[in Russian] (Moscow; Rostov-on-Don: Izdatel'stvo Severo-Kavkazskoi akademii gosudarstvennoi
sluzhby, 2006); O.G. Malysheva, The Electoral System and Practice in Russia during the Duma
Monarchy, 1905-1917 [in Russian] (Moscow: Kvadriga, 2018); O.A. Patrikeeva, The Russian
Public and Elections to the First and Second State Dumas (1905-1907) [in Russian] (St Petersburg:
Izdatel'stvo Sankt-Peterburgskogo universiteta, 2005); M.S. Conroy, ed., Emerging Democracy in
Late Imperial Russia: Case Studies on Local Self-Government, State Duma Elections, the Tsarist
Government, and the State Council before and during World War I (Niwot, CO: University Press of
Colorado, 1998); T. Emmons, The Formation of Political Parties and the First National Elections
in Russia (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1983); R. Edelman, Gentry Politics on the
Eve of the Russian Revolution: The Nationalist Party, 1907-1917 (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers
University Press, 1980); G.A. Hosking, The Russian Constitutional Experiment: Government and
Duma, 1907-1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973); J.L.H. Keep, “Russian Social-
Democracy and the First State Duma,” The Slavonic and East European Review, vol. 34, no. 82
(1955): 180-99; S.J. Smith, “The Russian Third Duma: An Analytical Profile,” The Russian
Review, vol. 17, no. 3 (1958): 201-10.

2S.V. Khomenko, “The First State Duma: the Means of Influence of the Social Democratic
Parties on the Population of Taurida Governorate (According to the Materials of the Social
Democratic Periodical Press)” [in Russian], Istoricheskii zhurnal: nauchnye issledovaniya, no. 5
(37) (2018): 74-87; A.A. Sorokin, “The Russian Orthodox Church and the Elections to the First
State Duma (Based on the Materials of the Journal Tserkovnyi vestnik)” [in Russian], in Tauride
Readings 2021. The Current Problems of Parliamentarism: History and Modernity. Proceedings of
the International Scientific Conference (St Petersburg, the Tauride Palace, December 9-10, 2021):
Collected Scientific Papers, ed. A.B. Nikolaev (St Petersburg: Asterion, 2022), pt. 1, 55-60;
A.A. Sorokin, “Elections to the Fourth State Duma as Assessed by the Nizhny Novgorod
Newspaper Golos Minina” [in Russian], in V.G. Korolenko’s Legacy. Strategies for Humanism:
Collected Materials of the Fourth All-Russian Scientific and Practical Conference (Nizhny
Novgorod, April 26-27, 2023), ed. A.N. Fortunatov (Nizhny Novgorod: Izdatel'stvo NNGU, 2023),
157-62; O.V. Kalyuzhnaya, “The Russian Orthodox Church and Elections to the First and Second
State Dumas of the Russian Empire (Based on the Materials of the Journal Vera i razum)” [in
Russian], Vestnik Nizhegorodskogo universiteta im. N.I. Lobachevskogo, no. 6 (2022): 17-23.
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is still a “blank page” in historiography. In fact, the only study that covers the
elections to the State Duma in the territory of Arkhangelsk Governorate is the article
by A. Egorov.?

This study is aimed at filling in this gap in the study of elections to the State Duma
in Arkhangelsk Governorate. Based on the materials of the Kadet newspaper
Arkhangelsk, the author shows the attitude of the oppositional provincial press to the
Russian electoral legislation and reconstructs the course of the elections to the Fourth
State Duma in Arkhangelsk Governorate.

Main body

The publication of the newspaper Arkhangelsk began in 1909 in the governorate
center of the same name and its publisher was Nikolai V. Mefodiev (1869 — after
1927), a doctor, one of the leaders of the Arkhangelsk Committee of the Kadet Party
(in 1907-12 he was also a State Duma deputy). Issues of the upcoming elections to
the Fourth State Duma began to be covered by the newspaper even before the end of
the final session of the Third Duma. For instance, in January 1912, the article “Rural
Clergy and Elections” harshly criticized the proposal of Octobrist Apollon Eropkin
on depriving the clergy of voting rights. Recognizing that the majority of the clergy
represented the interests of right-wingers in the elections, the author of the article
nevertheless stated:

The fact that the bishop’s authority intimidates the clergy and forcibly pushes
them into the ranks of the allies does not yet give any right to demand that the
clergy be removed from the cause of state-building, from the social and spiritual
renewal of the homeland.*

According to the author of the article quoted above, the real problem to be discussed
and solved was to ensure the freedom of voting and freedom of political activity of
the clergy.

The possibility of amending the electoral legislation was also considered in the
columns of the newspaper. N. Mefodiev, the publisher of the newspaper, and
I. Tomilov, another Arkhangelsk deputy, joined the bill on women’s suffrage, which
was submitted to the Duma by 40 deputies after the appeal of the Russian League for
Women’s Equality. The bill supposed granting active and passive voting rights to

SAN. Egorov, “Political Preferences of the Deputies of the State Duma of the Russian Empire
from the Northern Governorates” [in Russian], in Tauride Readings 2014. The Current Problems of
Parliamentarism: History and Modernity: Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference
(St Petersburg, the Tauride Palace, December 10-11, 2014): Collected Scientific Papers,
ed. A.B. Nikolaev (St Petersburg: ElekSis, 2015), pt. 1, 254-64.

* Arkhangelsk, January 31, 1912.
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women in elections to the Duma. The newspaper Arkhangelsk expressed the
following opinion on this matter:

Participation of women in legislation would undoubtedly have a beneficial effect
on its entire course, especially in the field of the so-called social issues, to the
solution of which women would bring a lot of creativity and inspiration.’

The newspaper editors were skeptical about the speech of Prime Minister Vladimir
Kokovtsov, with which he actually opened the election campaign when speaking in
front of the Moscow Exchange Company on April 3, 1912. Outlining the
government’s views on the activities of the Third Duma and the expectations from
the Fourth Duma, the Prime Minister called for “leaving aside all sorts of differences
in views and convictions.” In the article under symbolic title “Words and Reality,”
Arkhangelsk pointed out that this appeal was an “agitation maneuver” and in reality
there was no involvement of social forces in the work for the good of the country, and
everything would remain the same in the end.®

In May, the Arkhangelsk newspaper stated, not without regret, that with the general
pre-election revival, there was no sense of the proximity of the next election
campaign in the governorate, which gave cause for concern:

With such an inert attitude of our citizens to the upcoming examinations of
political maturity, it may happen that the public will act without coordination.’

It was emphasized that given the vastness of the territorial problems (lack of zemstvo
self-government, poorly developed communications, etc.), a large amount of
legislative work was required, with the “political face” of the deputies playing a
significant role in it.

The newspaper also noted the administrative influence on the clergy through the
Synod. For instance, by the end of the Third Duma’s functioning, many priests from
among the right-wingers, nationalists, and Octobrists had received awards and new
appointments while, according to the newspaper, the clergy who were in the left-wing
factions “were unlikely to return to their parishes.”® The newspaper also condemned
the Synod’s practice of guiding the voters from among the clergy. According to the
newspaper Arkhangelsk, that practice was in conflict with the statements by the right-
wing press about the danger of political struggle for priests (because the diocesan
authorities usually forbade clergymen to vote for the laity without blessing and

> Arkhangelsk, February 26, 1912.
® Arkhangelsk, April 10, 1912.

” Arkhangelsk, May 3, 1912.

® Arkhangelsk, June 14, 1912.
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openly supported right-wingers and nationalists).’ In the editors’ opinion, such a
policy could lead to the fact that the Duma could be cluttered with “the clergy of little
culture, who were completely unprepared for broad state activities.”*

Commenting on the interest of the governorate’s population in the elections,
Arkhangelsk noted its decrease and people’s indifferent attitude.'* The administration
of the city of Arkhangelsk was also criticized for not publishing the voter lists
contrary to the norms of the current law, but sending them to the governor despite the
fact that there was no direct indication of the need for this action in the law."?

The material published in the Arkhangelsk makes it possible to reconstruct the data
on the number of voters and the dynamics of this indicator as compared to the
previous election campaign (see Table 1).

Table 1

The Number of City Voters in Arkhangelsk Governorate in the Elections
to the Third and Fourth State Dumas®®

Uyezd Number of city voters in elections to | Number of city voters in elections to
the Fourth Duma the Third Duma

1% congress P" congress Total  [1% congress | 2™ congress | Total

Aleksandrovsky 21 61 82 20 157 177

Arkhangelsky 333 2104 2 437 228 1380 1 608
Kemsky 43 438 481 39 549 588
Mezensky 73 300 373 54 258 312
Onezhsky 44 246 290 69 449 518
Pinezhsky 21 178 199 17 125 142
Pechorsky 1 214 215 2 96 98
Kholmogorsky 40 154 194 28 123 151
Shenkursky 24 236 260 30 220 250

Total 600 3931 4531 487 3357 3844

As the newspaper noted, the increase in the number of voters was mainly due to
priests (for example, in Shenkursky Uyezd, there were 143 priests out of 236 voters
in the lists of the 2™ city congress), while in three uyezds (Pinezhsky, Shenkursky,
and Kholmogorsky) there were no voters with apartment tax qualification in the
lists.* In general, the number of voters had grown. In particular, the increase in
Pechorsky Uyezd was more than 100% (however, it should be borne in mind that the

® Arkhangelsk, July 4, 1912.

19 Arkhangelsk, July 29, 1912.

1 Arkhangelsk, July 28, 1912.

12 Arkhangelsk, August 3, 1912.

13 According to Arkhangelsk, July 28, 1912; Arkhangelsk, August 31, 1912; Arkhangelsk,
September 4, 1912.

4 Arkhangelsk, July 28, 1912; Arkhangelsk, August 31, 1912.
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lists were adjusted by the election commissions and 119 people were excluded from
214 voters of the 2™ congress in Pechorsky Uyezd).'® In Arkhangelsky Uyezd it was
50%. Only in Aleksandrovsky, Kemsky, and Onezhsky uyezds there was a decrease.
Compared to 1907, the number of city voters in the governorate increased by 23.2%
in the 1st congress, and by 17.1% in the 2" congress. In total, out of 57,131 residents
of cities and towns of the governorate, 4,531 people (or less than 8%) had the right to
vote.

According to the list that was in force at the time, the Arkhangelsk governorate
electoral assembly included 46 electors. The data in the table below (see Table 2)
show the proportion of electing voters from each category. Such proportion, when
more than 50% of the seats in the governorate electoral assembly were held by large
house owners and businessmen, was described by the newspaper Arkhangelsk was as
injustice: 0.2% of the population had a majority of seats “over all the masses of the
people” and decided the fate of the representation from the governorate in the Duma
(it was the circumstance with which the newspaper associated people’s low interest in
the elections).™

Table 2

Representation of Different Groups in the Arkhangelsk Governorate Electoral Assembly
in the Elections to the Fourth State Duma*’

Quantity of electors in
Electoral curia Quantity of voters provincial electoral Quantity of voters per
assembly from the one elector
curia

1st city congress 600 26 23

2nd city congress 3931 10 39
Peasants 202 409 9 22 490
Workers 18 137 1 18 137

Total 225 077 46 -

The procedure of elections in the governorate was changed after the publication of
the lists. On August 30, 1912, the Minister of the Interior divided the 2" congress of
city voters of Arkhangelsk Uyezd into two sections, each of which was supposed to
vote separately for one elector to the governorate electoral assembly. The newspaper
Arkhangelsk reacted negatively to that innovation, noting that a privileged group was
thus created within the 2" congress, which was similar in composition to the 1%
congress, and as a result, three classes of voters among the city people would enter
the struggle in the elections: large businessmen, landowners and house owners; small

1> Arkhangelsk, September 7, 1912.
16 Arkhangelsk, September 4, 1912.
7 According to Arkhangelsk, September 4, 1912.
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business owners, landowners and house owners; tenants and employees (the main
body of the citizens).™®

Noting specific shortcomings of the institute of representation (influence of the
administration on the course of elections, imputed opposition of representatives of
democratic and progressive parties in the Duma, dependence of the fate of Duma’s
proposals on the State Council), the editors of the newspaper rejected absenteeism as
a means of struggle and insisted on the necessity “not to lose a single position, a
single opportunity.”® At the same time, an opinion was expressed that “the
government cannot but have the most pessimistic views”?° on the pre-election
situation in Arkhangelsk Governorate in comparison with other northern
governorates.

The Arkhangelsk opposed Rossiya, a semiofficial newspaper, editors of which
criticized both the activities of the Third Duma and its deputies from the opposition.
The newspaper Arkhangelsk wrote:

Your positions are the positions of the people who want to keep power in their
hands at all costs and take back as much as possible from what was conceded to
the people on October 17, 1905.%

The approach of supporting representatives of business circles regardless of their
political orientation, which was offered by the newspaper Utro Rossii, was
unacceptable to the editors of the Arkhangelsk. Their priority was to lead the “task of
political, economic, and social renewal of the homeland” rather than the interests of a
“small group.” According to the editors, that task could be solved only by
“progressive-minded” people.

In the columns of the newspaper, the government was accused of lack of respect
for the public and the people in connection with its interference in the electoral
process, the methods of which, according to the newspaper, “had become anecdotal
and were repeated like a typical funny story.” Among such methods were formation
of national and religious curiae in individual uyezds, pressure on officials from
among the electors, and prosecution of unwanted candidates.”

Concerning specific groups of voters, one of the authors expressed confidence that
the peasants would be the ones to give support to the progressive trends. For the most
part, peasant did not express their solidarity with the right-wingers deputies in the

18 Arkhangelsk, September 5, 1912.
19 Arkhangelsk, June 21, 1912.

20 Arkhangelsk, June 26, 1912.

2! Arkhangelsk, July 12, 1912.

22 Arkhangelsk, September 8, 1912.
2 Arkhangelsk, September 16, 1912.
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Third Duma (and those peasant deputies who joined the right-wing factions often
voted on individual bills together with the opposition).?* State pension recipients and
tenants were also counted on. At the same time, although the democratic views of the
voters in this category due to their low financial situation were noted, their low
interest in the elections was pointed out with concern.?

In terms of tactics, the hope was expressed that the Social Democrats would “stand
on more realistic ground” and that they would refuse the principles of agreement with
the Kadets only in exceptional cases. According to the editors, under the existing
conditions, the left-wingers

should place all their hopes on a preliminary agreement among themselves, on
solidary disciplined joint action, on economy and concentration of forces.?®

The newspaper published articles by the Kadet leaders Aleksandr Izgoev and
Prince Pavel D. Dolgorukov. The articles focused on the “patriotic duty of voters”
that was especially important in the context of limited voting rights. The authors
appealed to the public, calling for participation in the political struggle through the
institute of elections:

The leverage that is now given to the population is given only once in five years,
and woe betide the country whose people do not use this leverage to try and
improve their well-being at least slightly.?’

The newspaper Arkhangelsk assigned a special role in the elections to the clergy,
which was largely represented in the 2™ city congress (in particular, the share of
priests in this congress was more than 40% of the voters in Kholmogorsky Uyezd and
more than 60% in Shenkursky Uyezd), which allowed the editors to state:

As the sentiments of the uyezd clergy, so are the results of the voting for electors
in the 2" electoral congress.?

The situation could also be complicated by the fact that there was competition even
between candidates close to each other in political views, which could ultimately play
into the hands of the representatives of the right wing. For instance, two lists of
electors were compiled in the first curia of voters in the city of Arkhangelsk. The first

24 Arkhangelsk, May 16, 1912.

2 Arkhangelsk, July 15, 1912.

26 Arkhangelsk, July 22, 1912.

2 Arkhangelsk, August 25, 1912.

28 Arkhangelsk, September 11, 1912.
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list was affiliated with the timber merchants, and the second one, with the city
duma.?®

In September 1912, in order to provide comprehensive coverage of the election
campaign, the editors suggested that correspondents intensify their work in that area
and send materials in which special attention would be focused on the sentiments of
voters, characteristics of the election campaign, the course of elections, and abuse.*

The materials the editors received from their local correspondents gave the
following picture of the elections. In Pinezhsky Uyezd, the elections of
representatives of the peasants were inert, and voter turnout was ensured by village
police sergeants. At the same time, against the background of a general depressive
perception of reality, the peasants still had some expectations from the Duma:

The forests are being cut down, there is no edge ripping, they will soon starve us
completely — we are waiting for something from the Duma, but we ourselves do
not know what exactly.**

In the city elections, the right-wing clergy was opposed to the “intellectual” voters
without any special prospects for the latter:

.. .they are so far from being organized that they are unlikely to be able to seat
their candidate, who has not yet been finally identified.*?

In Onezhsky Uyezd, election from workers took place only at one plant out of five,
since the majority of the workers either did not know about the election at all or
decided in advance to boycott it (probably as a result of agitation by the Socialist-
Revolutionaries).*® In Mezen, only a tenth of the voters came to the election in the 1st
congress, “others were late and found the doors locked.” Many voters did not come
because they were busy at work.**

The newspaper Arkhangelsk also published calls to beware of falsified lists of
electors distributed by unfair participants in the elections, and to support the list close
to the city duma in the elections in Arkhangelsk in the first curia and N. Mefodiev,
editor of the newspaper (he was mentioned as a doctor) and attorney-at-law
N. Startsev (Kadet)® in the second curia.

2% Arkhangelsk, September 22, 1912.
%0 Arkhangelsk, September 14, 1912.
31 Arkhangelsk, September 25, 1912.
32 .

Ibid.
% bid.
% Arkhangelsk, October 5, 1912.
% Arkhangelsk, September 25, 1912.
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The victory of the abovementioned “progressive” list in the elections in the first
curia of Arkhangelsk was perceived as a significant event, showing that “a young
trend for which the lessons of Russian life have not been in vain had become
imminent™® in the curia that was previously considered a stronghold of the
moderates.

In the first department of the second curia, the results of the elections turned out to
be scandalous: 67 out of 271 votes were declared invalid, among other things,
because they were submitted by persons who were not included in the lists of the first
department. From the point of view of the editors, such actions were a flagrant
violation, since only a single electoral list was published, and, consequently, the
voters acted within the law.*’

The removal from the elections of Ivan Tomilov, a former Duma deputy, who was
initially elected as a commissioner from his volost, was also perceived negatively. In
this regard, the editors once again complained about the imperfection of the electoral
law, noting the artificial nature of the restrictions (in particular, the commissioners
and electors from the peasants had to be houseowners and engage in farming within
the boundaries of their volost).*®

N. Mefodiev’s defeat in the elections in the second curia was explained by various
external circumstances. In general, the newspaper stated that such an outcome “had
nothing that would give it the character of a moral defeat.” At the same time, those
who wereaccused of not electing the editor-in-chief were the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, which divided the curia into two congresses (in order to “undermine the
chances”) and the newspaper Severnoe Utro. According to the correspondent of the
newspaper, being close to the authorities, it “sought to fail the hated candidate,”
among other things, by his demonization in the press.*

Analyzing data on the party affiliation of the electors, the editors of the
Arkhangelsk concluded that, most likely, there would be a significant right wing in
the Duma, “a weak left wing and an absolutely insignificant center.” In this regard,
“the only thing that Russian public could count on was right-wingers and nationalists
eating each other.” At the same time, it was stated that the most odious right-wing
figures, such as N. Markov and V. Purishkevich, would also constrain any work of
the Duma, denying the very principle of its legislative character. However, according
to the editors, despite those circumstances, the Duma had already firmly integrated
into the system of relations between the public and the government, and any attempts

% Arkhangelsk, September 27, 1912.
3 Arkhangelsk, October 11, 1912.

%8 Arkhangelsk, September 28, 1912.
% Arkhangelsk, September 30, 1912.
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to paralyze Duma’s activities would be fraught with consequences primarily for the
government.*’

On the eve of the elections of the deputies themselves, the editors counted on
N. Startsev (he received the majority of votes in the mock election as well). The
newspaper advised its readers to vote in a consistent manner, expressing fear that
otherwise there would be a high risk that a “random candidate” could win. As for the
lack of unity among the peasant electors who were unable to put forward a single
candidate, here the Arkhangelsk correspondents assumed that the deputy from the
peasants would actually be elected by the city electors.*

The periodical was satisfied with the results of the election of deputies: among
others, Kadet N. Startsev and nonparty P.Levanidov (from the peasants, of
progressive views) won. At the same time, it was stated that they needed to be ready
for hardship: “The position of opposition members in the State Duma is no easy
thing.”* At the all-Russian level, the results of the elections were characterized as
“the collapse of Octobrism” (that is how the leading article in one of the issues was
titled). According to the editors, the voters passed a “sentence” to the Octobrists by
demonstrating their dissatisfaction with the current situation and their desire to
achieve “broad reforms and political freedoms proclaimed as early as October 17,
1905.7%

Conclusion

Elections to the Fourth State Duma in the columns of the newspaper Arkhangelsk
were one of the key topics in 1912. Published by Kadet N. Mefodiev, the newspaper
supported changes in the legislation on elections to the State Duma (in particular, by
granting voting rights to women). In general, regarding the clergy as a predominantly
pro-government group of voters, the editors of the Arkhangelsk nevertheless opposed
the restriction of the electoral rights of priests. N. Mefodiev used the newspaper as an
agitation megaphone, trying to gain support in the elections for himself and his
political associates. The authorities were criticized for the attempts to interfere in the
course of the elections, while the expectations concerning the election results were
moderately cautious, since it was predicted that there would be relatively few
opposition deputies in the State Duma. Therefore, the election of Kadet Nikolai
Startsev and nonparty peasant Petr Levanidov was perceived as a victory. At the
same time, describing the all-Russian results of the election campaign, the newspaper
Arkhangelsk focused on the defeat of the Octobrists, which, according to the

0 Arkhangelsk, October 5, 1912.

* Arkhangelsk, October 20, 1912.
%2 Arkhangelsk, October 21, 1912.
3 Arkhangelsk, October 28, 1912.
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publication, testified to the fact that the public wanted to continue the course of
reforms promised by the Manifesto of October 17, 1905.
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